
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
Christmas Eve 

December 24th, 2012 



2 
 

                              
 

 

ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Judy Dames in memory of Raymond, Gregory, 
Paula, and Andy. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Jack & Jacque Oelschlager in memory of their 
parents, and by Kim Erbrecht. 
 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICES will be at 10:00am and 
7:00pm respectively.  Celebrate the birth of our Savior and the coming New Year 
with your family in Christ and the Gospel of our Lord!   
 
CALM. That’s the name for our 2013 Mission Trip.  From July 28th – August 3rd, 
we will be going to Camp Pioneer, the Adirondacks and Lake Placid.  As with last 
year, the cost will be low, the opportunity to serve will be high, and the 
memories you make will last a lifetime!  Open to all ages, we will provide more 
information on the trip in the January Church Newsletter, website (zlcb.org) and 
here, in the worship folder.    
 Camp Pioneer 
 Adirondacks 
 Lake Placid 
 Mission Trip 
 
VISITORS!  We are glad that you are here!  Our ushers are here to make your 
time in worship as enjoyable as possible.  If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.  We hope that, through your time here, your faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ would be strengthened and you would be encouraged in 
your Christian faith.  If you have any questions about what we believe, of if you 
have questions or comments about the church, please speak with our Pastor 
after the worship service.  (He’ll be by the door.)   
 
NURSERY!!!  Did you know that Zion has a nursery?  We do!  Located 
downstairs, you can listen to the service and keep your little ones entertained 
with the many toys we have for them there.  If you would like to, ask an usher to 
show you how to get to the nursery.  They would be glad to help you.  
 
SAVE THE DATE Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) would like you 
to join them in Pittsburgh on June 27-30, 2013 for their national convention. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dec. 24th, 2012 
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Welcome to worship! 

 
Our family has a bunch of presents under the Christmas tree.  I know what is 
inside some of the expertly-wrapped gifts.  But some of them, I’m not so sure.  
I’ll find out tomorrow, but I want to know now! 
 
What’s under the Christmas tree at your house?  Have your children been 
driving you nuts trying to get you to admit what you bought for them?  Does 
your “special someone” try to get you to break your silence, telling them 
what you bought for them?  What’s under the tree? 
 
A better question for us as we gather for worship is: what’s in the manger?  
That little baby, born far from home, no room for him at the inn… what’s he 
doing in the manger?  Why, 2,000 years later, do so many people celebrate 
his birth?  Why does a whole season revolve around this singular event?  
What’s in the manger?   
 
What’s in the manger… and why does it matter to me?  Other than part of a 
well-orchestrated, annually-rehearsed, and stress-inducing beginning of 
winter event, what purpose is there in celebrating the birth of Jesus?  We are 
going to look at answering the question: “why are we doing this?” in our time 
together this evening.   
 
If you are visiting with us, I want to extend a special word of welcome.  We 
are glad you are here and trust that your time here will be a blessing to you 
in your life of faith in Christ.  If you have any questions about Zion Lutheran 
Church, please speak with me following (or before) the service.  God’s 
blessings to you as you listen and respond to the message of the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!   
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
 

The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
Processional 
Opening Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful 379 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Invitation to Confession Spoken by the Pastor   
  

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We  
  justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 

  (John 20:19-23)  
 

Christmas Hymn of Praise:  Go Tell It on the Mountain 388 
 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’ry-where; Go tell it on the 
 mountain that Mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
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Refrain. 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
Refrain. 
 

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 
Refrain. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  It Came upon the Midnight Clear 366 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, from heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing, 
And ever o’er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 
All you, beneath your heavy load, by care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way with painful steps and slow; 
Look up, for golden is the hour, come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; of Him the angels sing. 
 
For lo, the days have come to pass by prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years came Christ as was foretold. 
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear the song the angels sing.   
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The First Reading:  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph being a just man and unwilling 
to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son.  And he called his name Jesus. 
 

The Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High   368 
 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Refrain:  Glo - - - - ria in excelsis De - o.  Glo - - - - ria in excelsis De - o. 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Refrain. 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn King. 
Refrain. 
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The Second Reading: Luke 2:1-21 
 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered.  This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor in 
Syria.  And all went to be registered, each to his own town.  And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  And while they were there, 
the time came for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 
 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.  And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”   
 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the 
saying that had been told them concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered 
at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been gold them. 
 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
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(please stand) 
 

The Hymn:  Of the Father’s Love Begotten  384 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed His sacred face 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
This is He whom seers of old time chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word. 
Now He shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
O ye heights of heav’n adore Him; angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him and extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, and O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unending praises be, 
Honor, glory and dominion, and eternal victory 
Evermore and evermore. 
 

The Third Reading: John 1:1-18 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  (John bore witness 
about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me’.”)  For from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 

The Hymn: Joy to the World 387 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n  and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.   
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.   
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The Fourth Reading:  Galatians 4:1-7 
 

 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though 
he is the owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date 
set by his father.  In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 
elementary principles of the world.  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under law, to redeem those who were under the 
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!  Father!”  So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, than an heir through God.  
 

The Hymn:  What Child Is This     370 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?   
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, the cross be borne for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

The Fifth Reading:  Colossians 1:15-23 
 

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  For by him 
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.  
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of 
the body, the church.  He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
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everything he might be preeminent.  For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried, 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
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The Offertory:  Away in a Manger     364 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
  of the Holy Spirit be with us all.                     (2 Cor.  13:14) 
People:  Amen 
  

The Recessional: Silent Night, Holy Night 363 
 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
You may pick up the poinsettias in the color you ordered at the completion of the 

service. 

Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Mitchell Fitzgerald, Jennifer Fitzgerald 
The Crucifer: Joe Gielarowski 
The Greeters: Sam Dragan 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller, Barb & Wayne Oechslein, 
 Steve Gauer, Dan Harris, Loren Ludeman, Jim Oelschlager 
Altar Guild: Janet and Marian Oelschlager 

 
 


