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ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Judy Dames in memory of Raymond, 
Gregory, Paula and Andy. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Nancy Klemash and Roxanne Burgh to 
the glory of God and in memory of loved ones. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES. Please join us for worship on Christmas Eve at 
7:00PM, Christmas Day at 10:00AM and New Year’s Eve at 7:00PM!       
 

CALM. That’s the name for our 2013 Mission Trip.  From July 28th – 
August 3rd, we will be going on our Camp Pioneer, Adirondacks and Lake 
Placid Mission Trip.  As with last year, the cost will be low, the 
opportunity to serve will be high, and the memories you make will last a 
lifetime!  Open to all ages, we will provide more information on the trip in 
the January Church Newsletter, website (zlcb.org) and here, in the 
worship folder.    
 

THANK YOU for completing the Assessment Surveys.  The Long-Term 
Planning Committee will use the information you gave, along with prayer, 
in giving a recommendation to the Voters Assembly about what our big-
picture long-terms plans might be. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST will not be meeting on the 24th or 31st of this 
month.  We will resume our study and eating in 2013.   
 
CONFIRMATION Instruction will not meet again until the 7th of January.  
Enjoy the Christmas and New Year Holidays! 
 

NURSERY!!!  Did you know that Zion has a nursery?  We do!  Located 
downstairs, you can listen to the service and keep your little ones 
entertained with the many toys we have for them there.  If you would like 
to, ask an usher to show you how to get to the nursery.  They would be 
glad to help you.  
 

SAVE THE DATE Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) would 
like you to join them in Pittsburgh on June 27-30, 2013 for their 
national convention. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dec. 23rd, 2012 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

Twenty Elementary School children were laid to rest this week in the aftermath of one of the worst acts 
of violence ever committed in this nation’s history. Last Friday, 27 people lost their lives unnecessarily 
and tragically in the second bloodiest mass murder in this nation’s history.  As information about the 
gun man becomes available, as a thorough investigation is made and experts in various fields weigh in 
on why something like this happened and what can be done to prevent it from happening again, many 
of us will shake our heads at the unfathomable evil that exists in our world. 
 
Predictably, those who supported gun control before the catastrophe at Sandy Hook Elementary School 
believe gun control will prevent its reoccurrence.  And just as predictably, those who did not support 
gun control before the catastrophe at Sandy Hook Elementary School believe gun control will result in 
only criminals having guns to use against an unarmed populace.  Mental health experts believe mental 
health awareness is the key.  Public School advocates believe increased funding of public schools 
(particular in the area of security) is the key.  Everyone is saying what we knew they would say.  But 
where are the answers?  Where is the one statement that makes sense of it all? 
 
Many turn to religion in times of tragedy and expect experts in the field to give them answers.  But 
religious experts, while more than capable at stringing together an eloquent spiritual pronouncement, 
often do more harm than their intended good.  Case in point: shortly after the tragedy of last Friday, a 
Pastor posted on the Pastoral Leadership Institute Facebook page the following; “Evil and death didn’t 
take 27 lives today. Jesus took 27 lives from evil and death.”  Statements like this sound insightful and 
full of rich spiritual meaning.  But that doesn’t make them correct.  The fact of the matter is, last Friday, 
the wages of sin and the last enemy won a battle.  They claimed 27 people as their own.  There is 
nothing good about children being gunned-down in their elementary school, a mother being shot to 
death by her son, and school employees killed while defending the children they love.  God had nothing 
to do with the events of last Friday. 
 
But that doesn’t mean God doesn’t care.  It doesn’t mean he has not acted and will not act again to 
rescue and save.  And it certainly doesn’t mean he hasn’t won and will not win the war over sin and 
death.  Our Old Testament Lesson provides us with hope, the promise of eternal life, and meaningful 
hope in this time of grief and tragedy, and many others.  God will swallow up death forever, Isaiah 
promises.  And Jesus delivered, when he conquered death by rising from it.  And Jesus will deliver again 
when he returns and raises us—all of us—from what he has made the harmless sleep of death to 
eternal life.  And so our message—our word of hope to those who lost loved ones at Sandy Hook or 
elsewhere is the same word of hope Jesus gave to Mary and Martha who grieved the loss of their 
brother, Lazarus:  “Your brother will rise again.” 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
 

The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 338 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Confession of Sins   
  

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and  
  confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the  
  name of the Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

(Hebrews 10:22) 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  who made heaven and earth. 

(Psalm 124:8) 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

(Psalm 32:5) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We  
  justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
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Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 

  (John 20:19-23)  
 

Advent Hymn of Praise:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 357 
 

O come, O come, Emmanual, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O Come, Good Shepherd, lead us in and rid us of all wickedness and sin; 
Cleanse us to be as white as snow, and cause our love and faith to grow. 
Refrain. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

Receiving of New Members 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 25:1-9 
 

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; 
the foreigners’ palace is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. 
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, 
a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat; 
for the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry place. 
You subdue the noise of the foreigners; as heat by the shade of a cloud, 
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so the song of the ruthless is put down. 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
the veil that is spread over all nations.  He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the LORD has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him,  
that he might save us. 
This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

The New Testament Reading: Galatians 3:10-14, 23-29 
 

 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed 
be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do 
them.”  Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The 
righteous shall live by faith.”  But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does 
them shall live by them.”  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—so that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through faith…. 
 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until 
the coming faith would be revealed.  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ 
came, in order that we might be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are 
no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through 
faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, 
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for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to promise. 
 

(please stand) 
 

The Alleluia and Verse  156 
 

People:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
  eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the 1st chapter. 
People:  Glory to thee, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:1-17 
 

 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham.  Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and 
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 
and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 
David the king. 
 And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon 
the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father 
of Asaph, and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of 
Joarm, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the 
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 
Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon. 
 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of 
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of 
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Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor 
the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 
and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan 
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 
 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, 
and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message  (10:30) 
 

The Sermon Hymn: God Has Spoken by His Prophets 583 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

Choir Offertory (10:30) 
 

(Please stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 



10 
 

 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 
that unity. 

During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words 
“this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol 
sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 685 
The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 710 
Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 609 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
  of the Holy Spirit be with us all.                     (2 Cor.  13:14) 
People:  Amen 
  

The Recessional: When Morning Gilds the Skies 807 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Anthony Vallelunga (8:00) 
 Josiah Ackerman (10:30) 
The Greeters: Carl and Karen Bauer (8:00) 
 Ben and Megan Meyer (10:30) 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller and  
 Barb and Wayne Oechslein (8:00) 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, 
 Loren Luedeman and Jim Oelschlager (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet and Marian Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 23 - 30, 2012 

 
 

OUR WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:            Sunday 12/16 238 
                     Wednesday 12/12 74  
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE:       Sunday 12/16 102 
OFFERINGS:                    Sunday 12/16 $5,477.60 
                     Wednesday 12/12      $758.00 
 

SUNDAY 

12/23    (Isaiah 43-45) 
  

8:00 AM - Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM – Sunday School and Bible Class 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 

MONDAY 
12/24  (Isaiah 46-48) 
 

Christmas Eve 

7:00PM – Christmas Eve Service 

TUESDAY 
12/25  (Isaiah 49-51) 
Christmas 

10:00AM – Christmas Day Worship 

WEDNESDAY 
12/26  (Isaiah 52-54) 

 

THURSDAY 
12/27  (Isaiah 55-57) 

7:00PM – Choir Practice 
 

FRIDAY 
12/28  (Isaiah 58-60) 

6:30PM – Bowling @ AMF Mt. Lebanon 

SATURDAY 
12/29  (Isaiah 61-63) 

 

SUNDAY 
12/30  (Isaiah 64-66) 
 

8:00 AM - Worship w/Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Bible Class 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 


