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MIDWEEK SERVICES will continue throughout the season of Advent.  Don’t forget to 
come early for our Award-Winning* Advent Dinners (starting at 6:00, served in the 
basement).    
 

Verse-A-Week:  This year our goal has been to read through the Bible.  Next year our 
goal will be to memorize one Bible verse or passage every week.  Scripture memorization 
helps you grow in your faith, equips you for spiritual warfare, and can provide a source of 
comfort and confidence in time of need or trouble.  Look for the memorization list in the 
back of the church, on the website and in your newsletter.  The sermons for 2013 will be 
based on the memorization passage for the week. 
 

CALM. That’s the name for our 2013 Mission Trip.  From July 28th – August 3rd, we will 
be going to Camp Pioneer, the Adirondacks and Lake Placid.  As with last year, the cost 
will be low, the opportunity to serve will be high, and the memories you make will last a 
lifetime!  Open to all ages, we will provide more information on the trip in the January 
Church Newsletter, website (zlcb.org) and here, in the worship folder.    
 Camp Pioneer 
 Adirondacks 
 Lake Placid 
 Mission Trip 
 

BRIDGEVILLE FOOD BANK:  the item of the month is HOT DRINKS.  Please leave your 
Bridgeville Food Bank items in the entryway of the church.  Thank you! 
 

WE LIKE YOUR FORM! :  This week and next, we are going to have Assessment Forms 
in your worship folder.  The Long-Term Planning Committee wants your feedback on 
these forms as we prayerfully consider in what ways, Lord willing, to move ministry 
forward at Zion in the years ahead.  There are baskets for your forms at the back and 
side doors on your way out of church.  Thanks for your feedback! 
 

MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST meets at 6:00am on Monday.  Yes, it’s early.  But what 
better way to start the week than with a hearty meal and time in God’s Word with the 
guys from church?  We meet in the basement… just follow the smell of bacon. 
 

NURSERY!!!  Did you know that Zion has a nursery?  We do!  Located downstairs, you 
can listen to the service and keep your little ones entertained with the many toys we have 
for them there.  If you would like to, ask an usher to show you how to get to the nursery.  
They would be glad to help you.  
 

SAVE THE DATE Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) would like you to join 
them in Pittsburgh on June 27-30, 2013 for their national convention. 
 
*- if you have to read the asterisk, you’ve probably guessed (correctly) that the awards are pending. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dec. 19th, 2012 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

 
This evening our text has us focusing on two events that preceded the birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: Mary’s visit to Elizabeth’s house and the birth of 
John the Baptist.   
 
With less than a week to go until our celebration of the birth of Jesus, it is 
good to take time out from our hectic schedules to consider these two iconic 
stories of faithfulness and God’s blessings.  Mary and Zechariah knew the 
reason for the season they were in: God fulfilling his promises to send a 
Messiah to deliver his people from oppression, slavery, sin and death.  The 
words of Mary and Zechariah, as they awaited the birth of Christ, bore 
witness to what God was doing in those days.  The question for us, God’s 
people who are looking forward to Christ’s second coming while we 
remember his first coming is: do our words match, or even dimly reflect 
those of Mary and Zechariah, or do we sound like those for whom the season 
has lost its true meaning? 
 
I want to challenge you, with five days to go until our Christmas Eve service, 
to sound less like the world around you and more like Mary and Zechariah.  
Instead of complaining about all the plans you have to make, chores to do and 
shopping that has yet to be done, use your words to share with those around 
you why this time of year means so much to you.  With your words, give 
people a reason to join you in celebrating this season!  Give words to the 
hope you have, the faith you have been given and the new life you live!   
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 



4 
 

The Divine Service  
The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Hymn-sing  
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Confession of Sins   
 

Pastor:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in 
  prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and  
  confess before God and one another that  we have sinned in  
  thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves  
  from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take  
  refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,  
  seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be  
  merciful to me, a sinner. 
People:  Father in heaven, I thank you for hearing my confession.   
  You have given me the Holy Spirit, brought me to faith in  
  your Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, and have promised me a  
  resurrection like His in my baptism.  But I have sinned  
  against you in thought, word and deed.  I have chosen to  
  consent to the flesh instead of your will for my life.  Lord,  
  have mercy.   
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Reading:  Luke 1:39-80 
 

The Sermon Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City 376 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
  of the Holy Spirit be with us all.                     (2 Cor.  13:14) 
People:  Amen 
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The Recessional: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns  348 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pianist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Greeters: TBD 
 TBD 
Altar Guild:     Janet Oelschlager and Marian Oelschlager 

 
 
 
 


