
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

 
Third Sunday in Advent 

December 16th, 2012 



2 
 

                              
 

 

ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Megan Richards to the glory of God. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Elsie DallaPiazza and Judy Meier to the glory of God. 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES. Our last midweek service of the year is this coming 
Wednesday.  Join us as we continue our study of the events surrounding Jesus’ 
birth from the Gospel of Luke.  Worship begins at 7:00; dinner is provided courtesy 
of the Church Council starting at 6:00PM.     
 

CALM. That’s the name for our 2013 Mission Trip.  From July 28th – August 3rd, we 
will be going on our Camp Pioneer, Adirondacks and Lake Placid Mission Trip.  As 
with last year, the cost will be low, the opportunity to serve will be high, and the 
memories you make will last a lifetime!  Open to all ages, we will provide more 
information on the trip in the January Church Newsletter, website (zlcb.org) and 
here, in the worship folder.    
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP:  Please join us for worship on Christmas Eve at 7:00PM 
and Christmas Day at 10:00AM as we celebrate and remember the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus.   
 

WE LIKE YOUR FORM! :  This is the last week that we are going to have 
Assessment Forms in your worship folder.  The Long-Term Planning Committee 
wants your feedback on these forms as we prayerfully consider in what ways, Lord 
willing, to move ministry forward at Zion in the years ahead.  There are baskets for 
your forms at the back and side doors on your way out of church.  Thanks for your 
feedback! 
 

MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST meets at 6:00am on Monday.  Yes, it’s early.  But what 
better way to start the week than with a hearty meal and time in God’s Word with 
the guys from church?  We meet in the basement… just follow the smell of bacon. 
 

NURSERY!!!  Did you know that Zion has a nursery?  We do!  Located downstairs, 
you can listen to the service and keep your little ones entertained with the many toys 
we have for them there.  If you would like to, ask an usher to show you how to get to 
the nursery.  They would be glad to help you.  
 

SAVE THE DATE Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) would like you to 
join them in Pittsburgh on June 27-30, 2013 for their national convention. 
 

GLOVE AND MITTEN MINISTRY We are collecting gloves and mittens in the back of 
the sanctuary for the remainder of the year to donate to Our Lady of Grace Mission 
to give to those less fortunate.  If you have questions, you can call the church office 
or Dwight Weldon.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dec. 16th, 2012 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

Our Bible in a Year readings for the last week (and for the rest of the year) are from 
the book of Isaiah.  This book was called the “Fifth Gospel” by Luther because in it 
we see very clear prophesies concerning the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.   
 

As we close in on the end of the year and our focus on reading the Bible in a Year, I 
want to encourage you to finish well!  Some of the most encouraging, Christ-
centered passages of the whole Bible are found in the book of Isaiah.   
 

I also want to let you know about a couple of programs and events that are coming 
up next year at Zion that you may have already heard about.  First, there is our 
overall focus for 2013: memorizing a verse (or short passage) of the Bible each 
week.  A list of these verses (and passages) are available in the back of the church.  
We will also have a list for the upcoming week in your worship folder as well as in 
the monthly church newsletter and on our website.  The verses (and passages) are 
ones that our Confirmation students memorize and summarize the basic doctrines 
of the Christian faith.  Second, there is our annual Mission Trip, CALM.  CALM stands 
for Camp Pioneer, Adirondacks, Lake Placid Mission Trip.  We are going to head up 
to Camp Pioneer in Angola, NY (on Lake Erie) to do 3 days of manual labor and help 
with a Special Needs camp before driving to Lake Placid (home of the 1980 
Olympics) in the 7,000,000 acre Adirondack State Park in the High Peaks region of 
New York.  Some of us will take advantage of the wonderful (and challenging) 
hiking, while some of us will take advantage of scenic tourist town of Lake Placid.  
We leave from Zion on the 28th of July and will be back on the 3rd of August.  We will 
keep the costs reasonable; members and non-members of Zion of all ages are 
encouraged to prayerfully consider coming on this trip! 
 

We have a lot going on at Zion in the next several weeks as well: our Christmas 
dinner and Sunday School Christmas Program is TONIGHT (starting at 5:30 for the 
dinner and 7:00 for the program), Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 7:00pm, and 
Christmas Day service at 10:00am.  Lastly, before you go out to celebrate the New 
Year, come and worship with us at 7:00pm on the 31st of the month at our New 
Year’s Eve Service.   
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
 

The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Almighty King 905 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Confession of Sins   
  

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and  
  confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the  
  name of the Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

(Hebrews 10:22) 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  who made heaven and earth. 

(Psalm 124:8) 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

(Psalm 32:5) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We  
  justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 



5 
 

 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 

  (John 20:19-23)  
 

Advent Hymn of Praise:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 357 
 

O come, O come, Emmanual, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O Come, Thou Dayspring from on high and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Refrain. 
 

O Come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, and be Thyself our King of Peace. 
Refrain. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Commissioning of Stephen Ministers 
 

The Receiving of New Members 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.  In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations. 
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 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 
a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  You have multiplied the nation; you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are 
glad when they divide the spoil.  For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For 
every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.    
 

The New Testament Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made 
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing 
the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man 
in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.  And he came and preached peace to 
you who were far off and peace to those who were near.  For through him we both 
have access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into 
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a holy temple in the Lord.  In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place 
for God by his Spirit. 
 

(please stand) 
 

The Alleluia and Verse  156 
 

People:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
  eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the 1st chapter. 
People:  Glory to thee, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph being a just man and unwilling 
to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son.  And he called his name Jesus. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 347 
 

Sermon 
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(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

Choir Offertory (10:30) 
 

(Please stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words 
“this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol 
sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
Give Thanks With A Grateful Heart 806 
God Himself Is Present 907 
Father Welcomes 605 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
  of the Holy Spirit be with us all.                     (2 Cor.  13:14) 
People:  Amen 
  

The Recessional: In Thee Is Gladness 818 
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Thank you to the group of “Christmas Angels” that visited me on Sunday, 
December 9th, a lovely gesture that gave luster to a dull, dreary day. 

-Joan Cisko 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Grant Geregach (8:00) 
 Sydney Harris (10:30) 
The Greeters: Larry and Janet Zreliak (8:00) 
 Janet and Marian Oelschlager (10:30) 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller and  
 Barb and Wayne Oechslein (8:00) 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, 
 Loren Luedeman and Jim Oelschlager (10:30) 
  Altar Guild: Janet and Marian Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 16 - 23, 2012 

 
 

OUR WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:            Sunday 12/9 225 
                     Wednesday 12/5 85  
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE:       Sunday 12/9 109 
OFFERINGS:                    Sunday 12/9 $6,244.50 
                     Wednesday 12/5      $788.17 

SUNDAY 

12/16    (Isaiah 22-24) 
  

8:00 AM - Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM – Sunday School and Bible Class 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 
                 New Members & St. Ministry Commissioning 
5:30PM – Christmas Dinner 
7:00PM – Christmas Program 

MONDAY 
12/17  (Isaiah 25-27) 
 

Last Day to Order Poinsettias! 

6:00AM - Men’s Bible Breakfast 
7:00PM - Confirmation Instruction 
8:00PM - Men’s Monday Night Football (@ Beez) 

TUESDAY 
12/18  (Isaiah 28-30) 

8:30AM – Staff Devotions 
7:00PM – Interaction Committee 

WEDNESDAY 
12/19  (Isaiah 31-33) 

6:00PM – Advent Dinner 
7:00PM – Advent Service 
7:45PM – Choir Practice 

THURSDAY 
12/20  (Isaiah 34-36) 

10:00AM – Bible Study 
7:00PM – Choir Practice 
7:30PM – Church Council  

FRIDAY 
12/21  (Isaiah 37-39) 

 

SATURDAY 
12/22  (Isaiah 40-42) 

 

SUNDAY 
12/23  (Isaiah 43-45) 
 

8:00 AM - Worship w/Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Bible Class 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 
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