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MIDWEEK SERVICES will continue throughout the season of Advent.  Don’t 
forget to come early for our Award-Winning* Advent Dinners (starting at 6:00, 
served in the basement).    
 
Verse-A-Week:  This year our goal has been to read through the Bible.  Next 
year our goal will be to memorize one Bible verse or passage every week.  
Scripture memorization helps you grow in your faith, equips you for spiritual 
warfare, and can provide a source of comfort and confidence in time of need or 
trouble.  Look for the memorization list in the back of the church, on the website 
and in your newsletter.  The sermons for 2013 will be based on the 
memorization passage   
 
Nursery!    Did you know that Zion has a nursery?  You did?  OK.  But did you 
know that you can listen to the Worship Service in the nursery?  You did?  
Hmmm… well, did you know that we have plenty of toys to keep your young 
children entertained in our nursery?  If you need help, one of our ushers would 
be more than happy to show you where our nursery is located.   
 
Needed: Ushers! If you are interested in serving as an usher, particularly during 
the 10:30 am worship services, please contact Larry Zreliak at Zreliak@aol.com.  
We could use your help! 
 
Sunday School for children and adults is offered on Sunday morning, starting 
at 9:15.  We have some incredible and dedicated teachers who would love to 
share the good news of Jesus with your children!  Pastor Duncan leads the adult 
class in the basement; we are currently studying the basics of the Christian 
faith. 
 
Did You Know that there are three committees, hard at work, that could use 
your prayers as they anticipate a growing ministry at Zion?  Those committees 
are: the Sanctuary Flooring Committee (looking at how we should replace our 
current veteran carpet), the Technology Committee (looking at how we can 
improve the audio and video capabilities in the sanctuary and basement) and 
the Long-Term Planning Committee (looking at how Zion can meet the ministry 
opportunities we believe the Lord is giving us now and will give us in the future).  
Please keep the volunteers on these committees in your prayers! 
 
*- if you have to read the asterisk, you’ve probably guessed (correctly) that the awards are pending. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dec. 12th, 2012 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

 
Our evening series from the Gospel of Luke continues with the conclusion of 
the birth announcement of John to Zechariah and the birth announcement of 
Jesus to Mary.  In typical Lukan fashion, the impressive announcement of the 
lesser gives way to the humble announcement of the greater.   
 
The birth of John was announced in Jerusalem, in the Temple, in the Most 
Holy Place to Zechariah, the high priest.  The birth of Jesus was announced in 
Nazareth to Mary, a young girl.  You would think, based on how their births 
were announced, that John was the greater, Jesus the lesser.  But this is not 
the case!  Coming in humility and weakness, Jesus is greater than John.  He is 
the one who took on the nature of a servant and laid his life down on the 
cross for the sins of the whole world.   
 
When the world looks for greatness, it seeks out the high priests and the 
temples.  But when God does what is great, he does it through humble means, 
easily overlooked, ignored, or even despised.   
 
This evening, we are going to spend some time contemplating the humble 
work of God, to be born of a virgin in a manger, and how this work had great 
and mighty consequences for you, for me and for all.  God bless your time in 
worship as you contemplate and take to heart His Word and good news of 
salvation through Jesus Christ!   
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Hymn-sing  
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Confession of Sins   
 

Pastor:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in 
  prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and  
  confess before God and one another that  we have sinned in  
  thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves  
  from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take  
  refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,  
  seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be  
  merciful to me, a sinner. 
People:  Father in heaven, I thank you for hearing my confession.   
  You have given me the Holy Spirit, brought me to faith in  
  your Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, and have promised me a  
  resurrection like His in my baptism.  But I have sinned  
  against you in thought, word and deed.  I have chosen to  
  consent to the flesh instead of your will for my life.  Lord,  
  have mercy.   
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Reading:  Luke 1:18-38 
 

 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this?  For I am an old man, 
and my wife is advanced in years.”  And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who 
stands in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
good news.  And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that 
these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in 
their time.”  And when the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were 
wondering at his delay in the temple.  And when he came out, he was unable to speak 
to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple.  And he kept making 
signs to them and remained mute.  And when his time of service was ended, he went to 
his home. 
 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept 
herself hidden, saying, “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on 
me, to take away my reproach among people.” 
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David.  And the virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”  But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  And the angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  And the Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
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 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God.  And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  For 
nothing will be impossible with God.”  And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”  And the angel departed from her. 
 

The Sermon Hymn: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 359 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Benediction 
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Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
  of the Holy Spirit be with us all.                     (2 Cor.  13:14) 
People:  Amen 
  

The Recessional: All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night  883 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pianist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Greeters: TBD 
 TBD 
Altar Guild:     Janet Oelschlager and Marian Oelschlager 

 
 
 
 


