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Thanksgiving Eve 
November 21st, 2012 

 

Good evening, and welcome to Zion’s Thanksgiving Eve Service!   
 

We hope that our time together in worship gives you time to reflect on all 
that you have been given from the gracious hand of God.  And while God 
sends rain (and daily bread) on those who believe in him and those who deny 
he exists alike, we Christians are blessed to know the greatest gifts God has 
given us (which are received by faith): forgiveness (in Christ), life (in Christ) 
and salvation (in Christ).   
 
Last year, we focused on how thankfulness results in forgiveness (through 
the parable of the unmerciful servant).  This year, we are focusing on how 
thankfulness results in worship.  From the rebuilding of the temple in ancient 
Israel, to Paul’s admonition to give thanks in all circumstances and rejoice, to 
story in the Gospel of Luke of the leper who returned to praise Jesus for the 
healing he had received, thanksgiving and worship go hand in hand.   
 
I don’t know what your Thanksgiving traditions include; I would like to 
suggest that you consider adding an element of worship to your festivities 
and celebrations on this very Christian holiday.  Whether that means a 
simple family prayer before the Thanksgiving feast, or something more 
elaborate, intentionally bringing God into our thanksgiving provides meaning 
and a basis for being thankful, acknowledging him as the one from whom all 
good things come.   
 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Service of the Word 
 
The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn:  Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng  813 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Confession and Absolution  
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
Pastor:  As we come together to express our thanks to our heavenly 

Father for all He has given to us by His grace, without any 
merit or worthiness on our part, let us begin by admitting we 
have ignored opportunities to express our thanks in lives of joy 
and contentment.  We have enjoyed what is evil and shunned 
the good given to us by our God.  Taking credit for God’s gifts as 
things we have somehow earned, we have committed the 
greatest sin of all: we have made ourselves God.  Let us 
therefore confess our sins to God our Father. 

People:  O most merciful God, you have given us everything we 
have by your grace.  You have given us unique gifts and 
talents.  You have loved us more in one day than anyone or 
anything will love us in a lifetime.  Yet we have turned our 
backs on you.  We have failed to be content.  We have 
taken credit for what is yours.  In your mercy, forgive our 
sins.  Restore us to a right relationship with you.  Give us 
hearts that long to give thanks. 

 (Luke 18:13) 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. 
 (John 20:19-23) 
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The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezra 3:8-11 
The Israelites express thankfulness when the temple is rebuilt. 
 

 Now in the second year after their coming to the house of God at 
Jerusalem, in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua 
the son of Jozadak made a beginning, together with the rest of their kinsmen, 
the priests and the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from captivity.  
They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to supervise 
the work of the house of the Lord.  And Jeshua with his sons and his brothers, 
and Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together supervised the 
workmen in the house of God, along with the sons of Henadad and the 
Levites, their sons and brothers.   
 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, 
the priests in their vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the 
sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the Lord, according to the directions of 
David king of Israel.  And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to 
the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward 
Israel.”  And all the people shouted with a great shout when the praised the 
Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 
 

The New Testament Lesson:  Philippians 4:4-7 
The Apostle gives a reason why Christians can be thankful. 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; do not be 
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anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 17th Chapter. 
People:  Glory be to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 
Thankfulness manifests itself as praise. 
 

 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and 
Galilee.  And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a 
distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  
When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  
And as they went they were cleansed.  Then one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face 
at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks.  Now he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus 
answered, “Were not ten cleansed?  Where are the nine?  Was no one found 
to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  And he said to him, 
“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to thee, O Christ! 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn: For the Fruits of His Creation 894 
 

 Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the Virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy Christian Church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting.  Amen! 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

The Choir Anthem: Give Thanks  
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Now Thank We All Our God  895 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: John Gielarowski and Jay Anderson 
The Acolyte: Joshua Gielarowski 
The Greeters: Bob and Diana Schmidt 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag, Janet Zreliak,  

Larry Zreliak, Joe Gielarowski, Rachel Klemash, 
Steve Kovach and Andy Welson 

Altar Guild: Kathleen Conn and Shelly James 
 


