
 

  ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
 
 

17th Sunday After Pentecost  
September 23rd, 2012 



2 
 

                              
 

 
 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Judy Dames in memory of Andy Dames. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Rita and Tim Sheldon in memory of 
grandmother Lois Kern; and Norma and Jim Lynch to the glory of God.   
 

CHILI COOK-OFF.  For the second time in two years, Zion is participating in the 
South Fayette Chili Cook-off.  Come out to Fairview Park on Sunday, September 
30th from noon-4 and vote for our almost-famous “Dakota Chili”!   
 

CHOIR will start practicing this Thursday at 7:00 in the Choir Loft.  If you 
haven’t been in the Choir yet but would like to check it out, this is your chance!  
See you Thursday! 
 

Body & Soul Boot Camp meets at 7:00pm at the pavilion behind church.  
Looking for a good workout?  Led by Alissa McLellan, ladies, this is the for you! 
 

Interested in joining Zion?  We’d love to have you join our church family!  
Contact Pastor Duncan (pastor@ zlcb.org or 412-667-0967) and let him know!   
 

"Your Strong Suit" - Bible Study Series of Ephesians 6:10-18 – continues this 
week, but it’s not too late to join in the study, discussion, and fun!  The third (of 
eight) sessions of this study will take place exclusively on Wednesday at 8:00pm 
in the church basement.   
 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY- on Wednesday evenings and Thursday mornings 
focuses on the “Bible in a Year” reading for the day.  Come out and enjoy an 
hour of fellowship and discussion as we grow in our understanding of God’s 
Word. 
 

Men’s Monday Night Football is back at Beez Restaurant, Monday at 8:00pm.  
 

Care Packages: Parents of college students, please send your children’s current 
college mailing addresses to the church office!  
 

BONFIRE EXTRAVAGANZA- Mark your calendars for the 26th of October at 
5:00pm!  Zion is going to have a bonfire with food, piñata and facepainting for 
the kids, a pumpkin carving contest, and other games… bring your friends, 
neighbors, strangers and people you meet on the way.  Like salvation, it’s 
absolutely free and for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sept. 23rd, 2012 
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Welcome to worship! 
 
This morning, our focus turns to the book of Ecclesiastes.  Written by 
Solomon, this book is at best complex and at worst incomprehensible.  
It is hard to come up with a unifying theme for the book that covers all 
of its contents.  That being said, the passage that we are going to look at 
(from the last summary-chapter) contains an unmistakable message.  
Especially important for our youth and children, this passage from 
Ecclesiastes 12 also serves as a reminder for those of us who have 
children, or who may not have been diligent in “remembering our 
creator in the days of our youth” of the importance of our relationship 
with God and teaching those under our authority about Christ and the 
Gospel.   
 

The New Testament Lesson shows that what was commanded in 
Ecclesiastes 12 had a practical application in the early church.  Paul 
emphasized the importance of sound doctrine and continuing in the 
Scriptures to young pastor Timothy, acknowledging the reality of 
spiritual warfare and the ongoing battle of good against evil. 
 

In our Gospel Lesson, Jesus teaches that he is the heart and soul of the 
substance of Scripture.  Those who rely on God’s Word to “remember 
their creator” come face-to-face with his son and the reality of his love 
for them, the guarantee of forgiveness and promise of everlasting life.  
Those who “remember their creator” receive good news and learn not 
only that God is real, all-powerful, all-wise, holy, righteous and 
sovereign; but that he also became like us in every way, died on a cross 
and has opened the door of salvation to all people. 
   
-Pastor Duncan 
 
Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
 

The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 475 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Confession of Sins   
  

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and  
  confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the  
  name of the Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

(Hebrews 10:22) 
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  who made heaven and earth. 

(Psalm 124:8) 
Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

(Psalm 32:5) 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Pastor:  O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People:  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins  
  and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and  
  justly deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But 
  I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,  
  and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
  the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your  
  beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to  
  me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 

  (John 20:19-23)  
 

Response to Absolution:  This Is the Feast 155 
 

Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Refrain. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
Refrain. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
Refrain. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
Refrain. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Baptism of Arabella Elizabeth Wilson (10:30) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson:  Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 
 

 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days 
come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; 
before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the cloud 
return after the rain, in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong 
men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those who look 
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through the windows are dimmed, and the doors on the street are shut—when the 
sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the 
daughters of song are brought low—they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors 
are in the way; the almond blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire 
fails, because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the 
streets—before the silver cord is snapped, of the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher 
is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, and the dust returns to 
the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.  Vanity of vanities, says 
the Preacher; all is vanity.   
 
 

New Testament Lesson: 2 Timothy 2:22-3:7 
 

 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, 
along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.  Have nothing to do with 
foolish ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels.  And the Lord’s 
servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently 
enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness.  God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may escape from the snare 
of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 
 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.  
For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with 
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of 
godliness, but denying its power.  Avoid such people.  For among them are those who 
creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by 
various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 
 
 

(please stand) 
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The Alleluia and Verse  156 
 

People:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
  eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. John the 5th chapter. 
People:  Glory to thee, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Lesson: John 5:30-39 
 

 “I can do nothing on my own.  As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, 
because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.  If I alone bear witness 
about myself, my testimony is not deemed true.  There is another who bears witness 
about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true.  You sent to 
John, and he has borne witness to the truth.  Not that the testimony that I receive is 
from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.  He was a burning and 
shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.  But the testimony 
that I have is greater than that of John.  For the works that the Father has given me to 
accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has 
sent me.  And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me.  His voice 
you have never heard, his form you have never seen, and you do not have his word 
abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.  You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
bear witness about me.” 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn: Thy Strong Word    578 
 

Sermon 
 
(Please stand) 
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The Creed: Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:   This morning we looked at the last chapter of the book of   
  Ecclesiastes and learned of the importance of remembering our  
  Creator from a very early age.  In our Epistle lesson, we saw that  
  those in the early church took this command seriously, given the  
  spiritual warfare in which they were engaged.  And in our Gospel  
  lesson, Jesus teaches that those who search the Scriptures to   
  “remember their creator” will see that they have him as their subject  
  and focus.  And so, as we approach the Lord’s Table we do so   
  remembering that our Creator sent his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, as  
  the atoning sacrifice for our sins and guarantor of eternal life.         
Pastor:   Let us pray: 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
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The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can 
examine themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith 
that differs from that of our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service 
before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the 
words “this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with 
alcohol sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
The Law of God Is Good and Wise 579 
The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace 580 
Jesus Loves Me 588 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face   
  shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you  
  with favor and give you peace.            (Numbers 6:24-26) 
People:  Amen 
  
The Recessional: The Church’s One Foundation 644 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Michael Sterba and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Missy Radovich (8:00) 
 Josiah Ackerman (10:30) 
The Greeters: Wayne and Kathleen Conn (8:00) 
 Eric and Michelle Hunsberger (10:30) 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller,  
 Barb and Wayne Oechslein (8:00) 
 Ross Chilcott, Susan Dragan,  
 Rob Oelschlager, Richard Quinlan (10:30) 

 Altar Guild:              Paula Jones, Pam Larson, Rose Steranko 
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Week of Sept 23-30, 2012 

 
 

OUR ATTENDANCE: Sunday 9/16  214  
OUR OFFERINGS: Sunday 9/16  $4,823.50  
  Fiscal Year to Date   $64,771.12       

SUNDAY 

9/23    (Jeremiah 7-9) 
  

8:00 AM - Worship w/ Communion 
9:30 AM  -  Bible Class/ Sunday School 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 
7:00PM - Boot Camp 

MONDAY 
9/24  (Jeremiah 10-12) 

6:00AM - Men’s Bible Breakfast 
8:30AM - Staff Devotions 
7:00PM - Confirmation Instruction  
8:00PM - Men’s Monday Night Football (@ Beez) 

TUESDAY 
9/25  (Jeremiah 13-15) 

 

WEDNESDAY 
9/26  (Jeremiah 16-18) 

7:00PM - Bible Study 
8:00PM - “Your Strong Suit” Women’s Bible Study (3)  

THURSDAY 
9/27  (Jeremiah 19-22) 

10:00AM- Bible Study 
7:00PM - Choir Practice 

FRIDAY 
9/28  (Jeremiah 23-25) 

 

SATURDAY 
9/29  (Jeremiah 26-28) 

12:00PM – Stephen Ministry Training 

SUNDAY 
9/30  (Jeremiah 29-31) 

8:00 AM - Worship w/Communion 
9:30 AM - Bible Class/ Sunday School 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 
12:00PM – Chili Cook-Off 
7:00PM - Boot Camp 


