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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
April 6, 2012 

 
 

The Good Friday Offering this year will be split among a few charities: The 
Bridgeville Food Bank, Pittsburgh Area Lutheran High School, the Pregnancy 
Crisis Center, and postage for the Lutheran World Relief soap project.  If you 
would like your Good Friday Offering to go towards these charities then 
please use the designated envelope marked Good Friday. 
 

Food Bank Collection will be next Sunday, April 8th.  The item of the 
month is rice, noodles, & beans. Thank you for your donations on March 
11.  During the March 17th distribution, 99 families were assisted which 
included 43 children, 120 adults, and 41 of the elderly.  Your 
participation in this vital ministry is appreciated. 
 

The annual Spaghetti Dinner Buffet fundraiser for the 
Early Childhood Center is right around the corner on April 
13!  You can purchase your tickets on Sundays between 
the two services in the undercroft.  Volunteers and 
baked goods are also needed.  A sign-up board is located 
in the Narthex. 
 

VBS Registration is now open!  Forms are located in the church narthex or 
you can register online at:  www.zlcb.org/vbs.  VBS is June 25-29th.  Cost is 
$10/child.  Please pray for this wonderful outreach program! 
 

There will be no Sunday school classes on Easter Sunday. 
 

The Trustee’s will be holding a WORKDAY on Saturday, April 14th.  Helpers 
are needed for outside clean-up and mulching around the grounds.  Please 
bring along gloves, rakes, shovels, and/or wheel barrels.  Many helping hands 
will make for faster jobs!  Please contact Wayne Oechslein @ 412-221-1584 if 
you have any questions. 
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Good Friday  
April 6th, 2012 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

This evening, we gather to remember the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Made on the altar of the cross, his death satisfied the righteous 
wrath of a holy God for the sins you and I commit on an on-going basis.  
Having completely fulfilled the Law on our behalf during his life, Jesus 
has removed the curse of eternal death from us.  What caused God 
death brings us life.  History’s greatest injustice justifies us in the 
presence of God.  The death of an innocent man acquits the guilty and 
sets them free. 
 
This evening, we focus on what our Lord has done for us and for all.  
This evening, we focus on the greatest singular act of love known in all 
creation for all time.   
 
Our order of worship this Good Friday is an adapted form of a 
traditional Tenebrae service.  The service follows a series of song, 
reading, and devotional thought.  With each series, candles are 
extinguished.  The service ends in darkness with the slamming of the 
book and Jesus’ last words: “it is finished.”   
 
As you listen to the readings of the passion of our Lord, may your 
understanding of his love for you grow and the assurance you have of 
your salvation increase.   
 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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The Service of the Word 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  When I Behold Jesus Christ 542 
 
The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

The Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor: As we gather at the foot of the cross to listen to the story of our 
Lord’s Suffering and death, let us confess our sins to Almighty 
God, trusting in his mercy through his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name.  Amen. 

 

The Absolution 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 



6 
 

one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.    (Romans 5:6-8) 
 

The First Song (Choir): O Precious Lord 
 

Luke 22:54-65 
 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 
down among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and 
looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied it, 
saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a little later someone else saw him 
and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And 
after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this 
man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not 
know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, 
the rooster crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 
remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the 
rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 
 

First Devotion: Peter’s Cowardice and the Blasphemy of Soldiers 
 

The Second Song: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   425 
 

Luke 22:66-23:5 
 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered 
together, both chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their 
council, and they said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I 
tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer. But from now 
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on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 
So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, 
“You say that I am.” Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We 
have heard it ourselves from his own lips.” 
 Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 
And they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our 
nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself 
is Christ, a king.” And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And 
he answered him, “You have said so.” Then Pilate said to the chief priests and 
the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs 
up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 
 

Second Devotion: Jesus Testifies Before the Jews and Gentiles 
 

The Third Song: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  449 
 

Luke 23:6-16 
 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And 
when he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to 
Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he 
was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about 
him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. So he questioned him at 
some length, but he made no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood 
by, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers treated him with 
contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him 
back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that 
very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other. 
 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the 
people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading 
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the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man 
guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent him 
back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. I will 
therefore punish and release him.” 
 

Third Devotion:  Jews and Gentiles Align Against the Christ 
 

The Fourth Song: The Lamb  547 
 

Luke 23:18-31 
 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us 
Barabbas”—a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started 
in the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release 
Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to 
them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. 
I will therefore punish and release him.” But they were urgent, demanding with 
loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So Pilate 
decided that their demand should be granted. He released the man who had 
been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but 
he delivered Jesus over to their will. 
 And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 
And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who 
were mourning and lamenting for him. But turning to them Jesus said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are 
the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, 
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‘Cover us.’ For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” 
 

Fourth Devotion:  Jesus Is Condemned   
 

The Fifth Song: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted  451 
 

Luke 23:32-43 
 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 
him. And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast 
lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ 
of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 
 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you 
not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, 
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of 
our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I 
say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

Fifth Devotion: The Crucifixion of the Christ 
 

The Sixth Song: Where You There  456 vs. 1-3 
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Luke 23:44-56 
 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 
Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, 
“Certainly this man was innocent!” And all the crowds that had assembled for 
this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating 
their breasts. And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him 
from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 
 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of 
Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, who 
had not consented to their decision and action; and he was looking for the 
kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 
Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb 
cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid. It was the day of 
Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with 
him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then 
they returned and prepared spices and ointments. 
 On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
 

Sixth Devotion: The Death of the Christ 
 

The Seventh Song: Beautiful Savior   537 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Spoken softly by the Congregation) 
 

Choir: What Wondrous Love Is This? 
 

The Strepitus 
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The Ringing of the Bell and Lowering of the Cross 
 

The Congregation leaves in silence. 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Robert Oelschlager & Paul Klemash 
The Acolyte TBD 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller,  
 Barb & Wayne Oechslein and 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, Loren 
 Luedeman, & Jim Oelschlager 
Altar Guild: Debra LaJeunesse, Carrie Lemonovich, 
 & Carolyn Wible  
  

 
 
 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped in reaching the 
goal of 300 bars of soap from our church families. 
As of Sunday, April 1 we have collected 1008 bars 
from our church families and 642 bars from our 
school families, for a grand total of 1650 bars! 
This is 925 bars over what we collected last year. Thank you to Pastor for 
getting the entertaining contest going between the church and the school. 
The friendly competition really helped to benefit those in need. The soap will 
be shipped out to the Lutheran World Relief warehouse in Maryland for 
about $300, unless someone is willing to drive the soap to the Maryland 
warehouse, which is about 200 miles away. 


