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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
March 28, 2012 

 
 

We are collecting SOAP for Lutheran World Relief throughout the month of 
March.  Please help us reach our goal by placing your donations in either the 
church narthex or greenhouse areas.  At current count, the church is 
considerably in the lead with 982 bars of soap to the preschool’s collection of 
586 bars of soap! 
 
The Good Friday Offering this year will be split among a few charities: The 
Bridgeville Food Bank, Pittsburgh Area Lutheran High School, the Pregnancy 
Crisis Center, and postage for the Lutheran World Relief soap project.  If you 
would like your Good Friday Offering to go towards these charities then 
please use the designated envelope marked Good Friday. 
 
The annual Spaghetti Dinner Buffet fundraiser for the Early Childhood 
Center is right around the corner!  You can purchase 
your tickets on Sundays between the two services in 
the undercroft.  The dinner will be held on Friday, 
April 13th.  There are three available seating times: 
4:30-5:30, 5:30-6:30; and 6:30-7:30.  Tickets are 
$9.00 for adults and carry-out and $5.00 for children 
ages 3-10.  Volunteers are also needed.  A sign-up 
board is located in the Narthex. 
 
VBS Registration is now open!  Forms are located in the church narthex or 
you can register online at:  www.zlcb.org/vbs.  VBS is June 25-29th.  Cost is 
$10/child.  Please pray for this wonderful outreach program! 
 
There will be no Sunday school classes on Easter Sunday. 
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Fifth Week of Lent  
March 28th, 2012 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

This, our fifth week of Lent, presents us with the most difficult of Psalms.  
Those of you who have been doing our Bible-in-a-year readings have gotten 
to know the Psalms.  We have been reading one Psalm every day for the last 
88 days.  We have read Psalms that praise God.  We have read Psalms that 
glorify God’s works, his character, and his presence with the people of Israel.  
We have read Psalms that, beginning with lament end with thankfulness and 
deliverance.  But we have not read a Psalm like the one we encounter this 
evening. 
 

In my opinion, Psalm 88, more than any other Psalm, depresses its reader.  
Things start out hard (For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to 
Sheol), get worse (I am shut out so that I cannot escape; my eye grows dim 
through sorrow), and end in despair (You have caused my beloved and my 
friend to shun me; my companions have become darkness).   
 

Reading this Psalm makes one wonder where the Gospel is.  Why doesn’t God 
come to the aid of this person who has had the bottom fall out of his life, to 
whom everything has gone wrong, and for whom there is no comfort? 
 

This Psalm does not sugar-coat the harsh realities of life.  It does not try to 
smooth over the times of despair we have with a “there, there,” a pat on the 
head and a warm smile.  Psalm 88 makes us confront the reality that life can 
be very, very hard.  But for those for whom this Psalm is too much, I’d 
encourage you to read what comes next in Psalm 89 ☺. 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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The Service of the Word 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind 
the serious and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church 
Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  Go to Dark Gethsemane 436 
 
The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 (Matthew 28:19b) 
 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 (Psalm 124:8, 32:5) 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners  
  confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and  
  that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.   
  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking  
  and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People:  O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 

Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 
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grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and 
has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us 
all our sins.  To those who believe on His name He gives power 
to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 
Spirit.  He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant 
this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 
 (Mark 16:16, John 1:12) 
 

Response to Absolution: Chief of Sinners Though I Be 611 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 
The Offering 
 

The Scripture Lesson: Psalm 88 
 

A Song.  A Psalm of the Sons of Korah.  To the choirmaster: according to 
Mahalath Leannoth.  A Maskil of Heman the Ezrahite. 
 

 O LORD, God of my salvation; 
  I cry out day and night before you. 
 Let my prayer come before you; 
  incline your ear to my cry! 
 For my soul is full of troubles, 
  and my life draws near to Sheol. 
 I am counted among those who go down to the pit; 
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  I am a man who has no strength, 
 like one set loose among the dead, 
  like the slain that lie in the grave, 
 like those whom you remember no more, 
  for they are cut off from your hand. 
 You have put me in the depths of the pit, 
  in the regions dark and deep. 
 Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 
  and you overwhelm me with all your waves. Selah 
 You have caused my companions to shun me; 
  you have made me a horror to them. 
 I am shut in so that I cannot escape; 
  my eye grows dim through sorrow. 
 Every day I call upon you, O LORD; 
  I spread out my hands to you. 
 Do you work wonders for the dead? 
  Do the departed rise up to praise you? Selah 
 Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, 
  or your faithfulness in Abaddon? 
 Are your wonders known in the darkness, 
  or your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? 
 But I, O LORD, cry to you; 
  in the morning my prayer comes before you. 
 O LORD, why do you cast my soul away? 
  Why do you hide your face from me? 
 Afflicted and close to death from my youth up, 
  I suffer your terrors; I am helpless. 
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 Your wrath has swept over me; 
  your dreadful assaults destroy me. 
 They surround me like a flood all day long; 
  they close in on me together. 
 You have caused my beloved and my friend to shun me; 
  my companions have become darkness. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

 Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Abide with Me 878 vs. 1,2,5,6 
 
The Postlude 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Jim Neill & Vic Herschaft 
The Acolyte Sydney Harris 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag,  
 Janet & Larry Zreliak and 
 Joe Gielarowski, Rachel Klemash, Steve 
 Kovach, & Andy Weldon 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, & Molly Oelschlager  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


