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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
March 21, 2012 

 
 

We are collecting SOAP for Lutheran World Relief throughout the month of 
March.  Please help us reach our goal by placing your donations in either the 
church narthex or greenhouse areas.  At current count, the church is still in 
the lead with 875 bars of soap to the preschool’s collection of 586 bars of 
soap.  Let’s finish the month strong!! 
 

Would you like to order Easter flowers to decorate the church for Easter 
Sunday?  You may do so in honor or in memory of your loved ones.  Your 
flowers will beautify the sanctuary on Easter Sunday morning and you can 
take them home with you after the 10:30 service.  Order forms are available 
on the narthex and greenhouse tables.  Deadline to place your flower 
order is Sunday, March 25th. 
 
The Good Friday Offering this year will be split among a few charities: The 
Bridgeville Food Bank, Pittsburgh Area Lutheran High School, the Pregnancy 
Crisis Center, and postage for the Lutheran World Relief soap project.  If you 
would like your Good Friday Offering to go towards these charities then 
please use the designated envelope marked Good Friday. 
 
The annual Spaghetti Dinner Buffet fundraiser for the Early Childhood 
Center is right around the corner!  You can purchase 
your tickets on Sundays between the two services in 
the undercroft.  The dinner will be held on Friday, 
April 13th.  There are three available seating times: 
4:30-5:30, 5:30-6:30; and 6:30-7:30.  Tickets are 
$9.00 for adults and carry-out and $5.00 for children 
ages 3-10.  Volunteers are also needed.  A sign-up 
board is located in the Narthex. 

 



3 
 

Fourth Week of Lent  
March 21st, 2012 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

Oh, that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways!   
 

These words from Psalm 81, penned thousands of years ago, could very 
easily have been spoken by God today.  
 

Unfortunately, many who claim to be the Lord’s spokespeople really want 
nothing more than to modify the behavior of the people around them.  And so 
maybe the words of “Buffalo Springfield” would better be applied to those in 
church: “A thousand people in the [pews] singing songs and carrying signs 
mostly say, hooray for our side.”  Case in point?  The vast majority of 
Christians make a big (HUGE) deal out of the Ten Commandments but 
couldn’t for the life of you know how God prefaces his famous “to do” list.  (“I 
am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.”)  The Church in America would rather tell people what to 
do (and what they are doing wrong) than what God has done for them. 
 

Oh, that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways!   
 

Because if we did this, we would see that the Lord would rather we know 
what he has done, is doing and will do for us than what he would have us 
attempt to do for him.  If we listened to the Lord as he speaks in his word, 
would see that to walk in his ways means nothing more than to trust him.  
Trust that he has done all that is needed for salvation; trust that he is with us; 
and trust that he alone is our God and that we need no other “helper” in this 
life and the next. 
 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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The Service of the Word 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind 
the serious and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church 
Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  God Loved the World So That He Gave 571 
 
The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 (Matthew 28:19b) 
 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 (Psalm 124:8, 32:5) 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners  
  confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and  
  that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.   
  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking  
  and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People:  O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 

Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 
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grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and 
has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us 
all our sins.  To those who believe on His name He gives power 
to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 
Spirit.  He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant 
this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 
 (Mark 16:16, John 1:12) 
 

Response to Absolution: Beautiful Savior 537 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 
The Offering 
 

The Scripture Lesson: Psalm 81 
 

To the choirmaster: according to the Gittith. Of Asaph. 
 

 Sing aloud to God our strength; 
  shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 
 Raise a song; sound the tambourine, 
  the sweet lyre with the harp. 
 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, 
  at the full moon, on our feast day. 
 For it is a statute for Israel, 
  a rule of the God of Jacob. 
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 He made it a decree in Joseph 
  when he went out over the land of Egypt. 
 I hear a language I had not known: 
 “I relieved your shoulder of the burden; 
  your hands were freed from the basket. 
 In distress you called, and I delivered you; 
  I answered you in the secret place of thunder; 
  I tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah 
 Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 
  O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
 There shall be no strange god among you; 
  you shall not bow down to a foreign god. 
 I am the LORD your God, 
  who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 
  Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
 “But my people did not listen to my voice; 
  Israel would not submit to me. 
 So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, 
  to follow their own counsels. 
 Oh, that my people would listen to me, 
  that Israel would walk in my ways! 
 I would soon subdue their enemies 
  and turn my hand against their foes. 
 Those who hate the LORD would cringe toward him, 
  and their fate would last forever. 
 But he would feed you with the finest of the wheat, 
  and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.” 
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Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

 Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 451 
 
The Postlude 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Jim Neill & Vic Herschaft 
The Acolyte Jennifer Fitzgerald 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag,  
 Janet & Larry Zreliak and 
 Joe Gielarowski, Rachel Klemash, Steve 
 Kovach, & Andy Weldon 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, & Molly Oelschlager  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


