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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
March 14, 2012 

 
 

We are collecting SOAP for Lutheran World Relief throughout the month of 
March.  Please help us reach our goal by placing your donations in either the 
church narthex or greenhouse areas.  At current count, the church has taken 
the lead with 500 bars of soap to the preschool’s collection of 482 bars of 
soap.  Let’s finish the month strong!! 
 

The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study will be resuming on March 20th at 8:00 
pm.  It will be a book study held every Tuesday evening entitled: "Calm My 
Anxious Heart:  A women's guide to finding contentment through Christ 
alone..."  All women are welcome!  Please contact Alissa McLellan to let her 
know that you will be attending and so that she can order your book.  You 
may email Alissa at alissamclellan@yahoo.com or call her 412-295-5452. 
 

Would you like to order Easter flowers to decorate the church for Easter 
Sunday?  You may do so in honor or in memory of your loved ones.  Your 
flowers will beautify the sanctuary on Easter Sunday morning and you can 
take them home with you after the 10:30 service.  Order forms are available 
on the narthex and greenhouse tables.  Deadline to place your flower order is 
Sunday, March 25th. 
 
The Good Friday Offering this year will be split among a few charities: The 
Bridgeville Food Bank, Pittsburgh Area Lutheran High School, the Pregnancy 
Crisis Center, and postage for the Lutheran World Relief soap project.  If you 
would like your Good Friday Offering to go towards these charities then 
please use the designated envelope marked Good Friday. 
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Third Week of Lent  
March 14th, 2012 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

We are now about half way through Lent.  At this point, you are probably 
realizing that Lent is a lot longer than the other season that brings us 
together for midweek worship services, Advent.  And while it is not this way 
intentionally, I think it is interesting and telling that the more important 
season of Lent is longer than the less important season of Advent.   
 

Growing up, I frequently wondered which Christian holiday was more 
important: Christmas or Easter.  All four gospels tell the story of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection in great detail.  Two gospels do not mention the birth of 
Jesus, one mentions it in passing, and only one actually tells the story of 
Jesus’ birth.  If that doesn’t settle the issue, the Apostles wrote extensively 
concerning the meaning of the death and resurrection of Jesus; they write 
significantly less about the meaning of his birth. 
 

Easter and Good Friday are the most important days in the Christian year 
because they remember the two most important days in human history: the 
day the Son of God died for the sins of the world, and the day the Son of God 
conquered death.   
 

As the season of Lent continues, our focus becomes more acutely focused on 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; his suffering and death take center stage 
on the drama of our salvation.  With that in mind, God bless your worship of 
the One who freely and fully gave his life for you and guarantees your 
forgiveness and life with him forever. 
 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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The Service of the Word 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind 
the serious and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church 
Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  Jesus I Will Ponder Now 440 
 
The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 (Matthew 28:19b) 
 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 (Psalm 124:8, 32:5) 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners  
  confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and  
  that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.   
  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking  
  and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People:  O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 

Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 



5 
 

grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and 
has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us 
all our sins.  To those who believe on His name He gives power 
to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 
Spirit.  He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant 
this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 
 (Mark 16:16, John 1:12) 
 

Response to Absolution: Take My Life and Let It Be 784 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 
The Offering 
 

The Scripture Lesson: Psalm 74 
 

A Maskil of Asaph 
 

O God, why do you cast us off forever?  Why does your anger smoke against 
the sheep of your pasture? 
Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, which you 
have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage! 
Remember Mount Zion, where you have dwelt. 
Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins; the enemy has destroyed everything 
in the sanctuary! 
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Your foes have roared in the midst of your meeting place; they set up their own 
signs for signs. 
They were like those who swing axes in a forest of trees. 
And all its carved wood they broke down with hatchets and hammers. 
They set your sanctuary on fire; they profaned the dwelling place of your 
name, bringing it down to the ground.   
They said to themselves, “We will utterly subdue them”; they burned all the 
meeting places of God in the land. 
We do not see our signs; there is no longer any prophet, and there is none 
among us who knows how long. 
How long, O God, is the foe to scoff?  Is the enemy to revile your name 
forever? 
Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand?  Take it from the fold of 
your garment and destroy them! 
Yet God my King is from of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. 
You divided the sea by your might; you broke the heads of the sea monsters 
on the waters. 
You crushed the heads of Leviathan; you gave him as food for the creatures 
of the wilderness. 
You split open springs and brooks; you dried up ever-flowing streams. 
Yours is the day, yours also the night; you have established the heavenly lights 
and the sun. 
You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you have made summer and 
winter. 
Remember this, O LORD, how the enemy scoffs, and a foolish people reviles 
your name. 
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Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; do not forget the life 
of your poor forever. 
Have regard for the covenant, for the dark places of the land are full of the 
habitations of violence. 
Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame; let the poor and needy praise 
your name. 
Arise, O God, defend your cause; remember how the foolish scoff at you all 
the day! 
Do not forget the clamor of your foes, the uproar of those who rise against 
you, which goes up continually! 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

 Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Be Still, My Soul 752 
 
The Postlude 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Jim Neill & Vic Herschaft 
The Acolyte Anthony Vallelunga 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag,  
 Janet & Larry Zreliak and 
 Joe Gielarowski, Rachel Klemash, Steve 
 Kovach, & Andy Weldon 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, & Molly Oelschlager  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


