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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

February 29, 2012 
 
 
The Baby Bottle Donation deadline has passed, but if you still have filled 
baby bottles it is not too late!  There are still about 15 bottles unaccounted 
for.  Please drop them off in the narthex or at the church office ASAP! 
 
The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study will be resuming on March 20th at 8:00 
pm.  It will be a book study held every Tuesday evening entitled: "Calm My 
Anxious Heart:  A women's guide to finding contentment through Christ 
alone..."  All women are welcome!  Please contact Alissa McLellan to let her 
know that you will be attending and so that she can order your book.  You 
may email Alissa at alissamclellan@yahoo.com or call her 412-295-5452. 
 
We are collecting SOAP for Lutheran World Relief throughout the months 
of February and March.  Please help us reach our goal by placing your 
donations in either the church narthex or greenhouse areas. 
 
Zion Lutheran Early Childhood Center has opened up registration to the 
general public for the next school year.  Registration packets are available in 
the office.  If you know of anyone who might be interested in sending their 
children to the preschool, please inform the office of their name and address 
so that we can mail them an information packet.  Registration forms are also 
available online at www.zlcb.org. 
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First Week of Lent  
February 29th, 2012 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

Our focus this evening is on the first ten verses of the 59th Psalm.  In this 
Psalm David asks to be rescued from evil men who seek his life.  God 
answered his prayer and gave him a long, full life.  These words, however, 
could also have been spoken by our Savior, Jesus.  Jesus was surrounded by 
evil men, calling out for his blood, nailing him to the cross, and watching him 
die.  David wrote: “For no transgression or sin of mine, O LORD, for no 
fault of mine, they run and make ready.”  As we turn our attention to the 
suffering and death of Jesus for us, we see that Jesus never sinned; he did not 
deserve the punishment he received, and he certainly did not deserve to be 
forsaken by his Father in heaven. 
 
Having finished reading the book of Leviticus, we know how important it was 
that the animals used in the sacrificial system around the tabernacle were 
without blemish or defect.  We can see in Jesus the perfect sacrifice for sins; 
one who did no wrong but was unjustly made to suffer and die so that those 
who deserved God’s judgment and punishment for sins might be declared 
“not guilty.”   
 
We begin our service this evening by calling to mind the teaching of the Small 
Catechism on Confession and Absolution; how God comes to us in the words 
of the Pastor to grant us forgiveness on behalf of Christ, the sinless sacrifice… 
the only sacrifice for sins. 
 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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The Service of the Word 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind 
the serious and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church 
Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  God Has Spoken by His Prophets 583 
 
The Invocation 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

The Catechism: Confession and Absolution 
As we prepare to confess our sins and receive absolution, we recall the words 
from Luther’s Small Catechism, which give us the Scriptural teaching on this 
exercise of the Christian faith. 
 

Pastor:  What is Confession? 
People:  Confession has two parts.  First, that we confess our sins,  
  and second, that we receive absolution, that is,   
  forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not  
  doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are   
  forgiven before God in heaven. 
Pastor:  What sins should we confess? 
People:  Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those  
  we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but  
  before the pastor we should confess only those sins which  
  we know and feel in our hearts. 
Pastor:  Which are these sins? 
People:  Consider your place in life according to the Ten   
  Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter,  
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  husband, wife, or worker?  Have you been disobedient,  
  unfaithful, or lazy?  Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or  
  quarrelsome?  Have you hurt someone by your words or  
  deeds?  Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything,  
  or done any harm? 
 

The Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and  
  for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained 
  servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you  
  all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
  Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Response to Absolution: Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 435 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 
The Offering 
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The Scripture Lesson: Psalm 59:1-10 
 

To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. 
A Miktam of David, when Saul sent men to watch his house in order to kill him. 
 

Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; protect me from those who rise up 
against me; 
Deliver me from those who work evil, and save me from bloodthirsty men. 
For behold, they lie in wait for my life; fierce men stir up strife against me. 
For no transgression or sin of mine, O LORD, for no fault of mine, they run 
and make ready. 
Awake, come to meet me and see! 
You, LORD God of hosts, are God of Israel. 
Rouse yourself to punish all the nations; spare none of those who 
treacherously plot evil. 
Each evening they come back, howling like dogs and prowling about the city. 
There they are, bellowing with their mouths with swords in their lips—for 
“Who,” they think, “will hear us?” 
But you, O LORD, laugh at them; you hold all the nations in derision. 
O my Strength, I will watch for you, for you, O God, are my fortress. 
My God in his steadfast love will meet me; God will let me look in triumph on 
my enemies. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

 Sermon 
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The Final Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: All Glory, Laud, and Honor 442 
 
The Postlude 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Michael Sterba & John Gielarowski 
The Acolyte Mitchell Fitzgerald 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier, &  
 Jack Oelschlager and 
 Neil Ackerman, Chuck LaJeunesse, Brian 
 Pasquini, & Lois Sauro 
Altar Guild: Sarah Ali & Melanie Becker  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


