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Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2011 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

This evening, we celebrate and remember the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Before he is born, Matthew calls Jesus the Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham, the one who will save his people from their sins, and Immanuel- 
God with us.  Mark calls Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, and the Lord.  Luke 
calls Jesus great, the Son of the Most High, the one who would be given the 
throne of David, the one whose kingdom will never end, the Son of God.  John 
calls Jesus the Word, the one through whom everything was created, the life, 
the one who became flesh, and God.   
 

This evening, as we look through eyes of faith at the baby Jesus, lying 
peacefully and innocently in the manger, the cross casts its shadow over the 
warm glow of that first Christmas.  For without Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday, Christmas has no meaning for you and for me.  Without the life of 
obedience, the sacrificial death and the glorious resurrection, the birth of 
Jesus does us no good.   
 

This evening, we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  For in that birth, God broke into 
his creation in a unique way and committed himself to a series of events that 
result in winning the salvation of the entire human race.   
 

For our guests and visitors, we are glad you are with us this evening to 
worship and celebrate what can only be described as the best news 
anyone will ever hear: the gospel of Jesus Christ!  Thank you for being 
with us this evening!  God bless your worship! 
 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 

 

Choir Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Processional Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful 379 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Confession and Absolution  
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
Pastor:  As we gather together to listen to, remember, and celebrate the 

story of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us do so with a 
clear conscience.  Let us lay our sins at the foot of his cross. 

People:  Father in heaven, we confess to you that we have sinned in 
thought, word and deed.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We have earned your displeasure and deserve 
your wrath.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive our sins.  Amen. 

 (Luke 18:13) 

The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. 
 (John 20:19-23) 

The Hymn of Praise:  Joy to the World 387 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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The Service of the Word 
 

The First Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 
 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered.  This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  And all went to be registered, each to his own town.  And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

The Hymn:  Once in Royal David’s City 376 
 

The First Meditation on Christmas 
 

The Second Lesson: Luke 2:8-14 
 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.  
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased.” 
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The Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard on High 368 
 

The Second Meditation on Christmas 
 

The Third Lesson:  Luke 2:15-20 
 

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  And when they 
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child.  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  But 
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it has been told them.   
 

The Hymn:  Away in a Manger 364 
 

The Third Meditation on Christmas 
 

Choir Anthem 
 

The Fourth Lesson: John 1:1-5, 14, 16-18 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it…. 
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth…. And 
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from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 

The Hymn:  What Child Is This 370 
 

The Fourth Meditation on Christmas 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Nicene Creed  
 

I believe in one God,  
 The Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth 
 And of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 The only-begotten Son of God, 
 Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 Very God of very God, 
 Begotten, not made, 
 Being of one substance with the Father, 
 By whom all things were made; 
 Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
 And was made man; 
 And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
 into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
 Whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: David Hutula & Ken Wuerthele 
The Greeters: The Gielarowski Family 
The Acolytes: Joshua Gielarowski & Ryan Harris 
The Crucifer: Steven Kovach 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag, Janet  
 & Larry Zreliak and 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, Loren 
 Luedeman, & Jim Oelschlager 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, & Molly Oelschlager  
  

 The Lord and giver of life, 
 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 (Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

The Offertory:  Silent Night, Holy Night 363 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Recessional: Crown Him with Many Crowns 525 vs. 1, 2, 5 
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