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Third Midweek Advent Service 
December 14, 2011 

 

Welcome to our third midweek Advent Service of 2011!   
 

Our series on Advent According to the Four Gospels continues this week with the 
Gospel of Luke.  Luke has by far the most “Advent” content of the four gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).  From the High Priest Zechariah being met in the 
Most Holy Place by the angel Gabriel, to Gabriel announcing to Mary that she would 
give birth to the Son of the Most High, to Mary’s visit to her relative Elizabeth, to 
Mary’s song of praise (called the Magnificat), to the birth of John the Baptist, to the 
prophecy of Zechaiah, to the census that was taken of the entire Roman world, Luke 
has a very long and detailed Advent story.   
 
And while it was tempting for about 30 seconds to have us study ALL of Luke’s 
Advent stories, I settled on the meeting between Mary and her relative, Elizabeth.  I 
chose this passage because it has to do with family.  Two women, both pregnant, 
getting together to talk about how things are going.  In this short text we see faith 
given to John the Baptist when he is in the womb and we listen to the expression of 
faith from Elizabeth concerning the baby Jesus.   
 
I encourage you this Advent season, if you are able, to spend some time around the 
dinner table with your family and talk about what the Lord is doing in your life; how 
your faith has grown over the last year, where the gospel of Christ has hit home in 
your life recently, and where you think God is leading you as individuals and as a 
family.   (Who knows, maybe you will decide together to read through the Bible in a 
year.) 
 
Christ’s blessings as you listen to a part of the Advent story from the Gospel of Luke 
and as you prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
 

Hymn-sing  
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 
The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Confession and Absolution  
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
Pastor:  Before we sing our praises to God and hear the Gospel of our 

salvation, let us take a few moments to reflect on who we are 
and what we have done. While we are children of God and 
made in his image, we have disobeyed him at every turn.  In 
thought, word, and deed we have dishonored our Lord.  Let us 
come together and confess who we are and rejoice in God’s 
forgiveness because of who he is. 

People:  Merciful Father in heaven, you have made us your people 
through the death and resurrection of your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  We confess to you that we have sinned in 
thought, word and deed.  We have hurt others and 
dishonored you.  Forgive our sins and equip us to bear 
witness to your grace and mercy in our lives. 

 (Luke 18:13) 

The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. 
 (John 20:19-23) 

Response to Absolution:  O Holy Spirit, Enter In 913 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
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Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 
People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 1:39-45 
 

 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 
town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth.  And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped 
in her womb.  And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb!  And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me?  For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn: When All the World Was Cursed 346 
 

 Sermon 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
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 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the Virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy Christian Church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting.  Amen! 
 
 (Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People:  Amen 
 

The Recessional: Amazing Grace 744 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: David Hutula & Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolyte: Joshua Gielarowski 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag, Janet  
 & Larry Zreliak and 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, Loren 
 Luedeman, & Jim Oelschlager 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, & Molly Oelschlager  
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Nice Job Zion! 
 

I received the following e-mail from the Business Manager of Faith Lutheran 
Church in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Our gift (of over $1400) was given to the family 
of Ian Loewe last Sunday during a worship service where Dave (the father of 
Ian) was helping to lead worship.  Ian is 15 years old and is now in his third 
battle against a very aggressive form of cancer in his spine.   
 

*Mission accomplished!  Andrea and Ian sat on the north side in the row in 
front of Tom and I.  David and Isaac were sitting on the south side with One 
Accord.  Pastor B called the family up front, after the sermon and before the 
prayers, for the presentation.  They were in bewilderment at that moment.  It 
wasn’t until Andi and Ian sat down that it hit.  Andi started crying and turned 
around to talk to me and I became a flood of tears!  The coolest time was right 
before the closing song.  David gave a heartfelt and very, very emotional 
testimony about the generosity of others.  There wasn’t a dry eye in the house!!!  
No one knows which sister LCMS congregation the money came from.* 
 

Your generosity will not only help this family make it through unimaginably 
difficult times, but gave an example to an entire congregation of Christian 
love and how we, the body of Christ, have been called to care for each other 
in the name of Jesus.   
 

Thank you for being generous in your giving to this family.   
 

2 Corinthians 9:11-12 says, “You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.  
For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints 
but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.” 
 
All the best, 
In Christ, 
Pastor Duncan 
 
PS- You can go to the following youtube page to watch a local news report on 
Ian: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IANlGqXwLOA
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