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The Altar Flowers have been given to the Glory of God by Chuck, 
Debbie, & Kristen LaJeunesse in honor of the one year wedding 
anniversary of Kimberly (LaJeunesse) and Jeremy Bryan and by Lois 
Dittmer in memory of her loved ones.  
 

The Eternal Light is lit to the Glory of God by the Klemash Family in 
memory of their loved ones. 
 

Mid-week Advent services will be December 14th & 21st at 7:00 pm with 
dinner served in the undercroft at 6:00 pm.  The choir will practice 
following the service. 
 

Today is the final day to order poinsettias.  Order forms are available on 
the Narthex and Greenhouse tables.  Please return the form with your 
payment to the box on the Narthex table. 
 

Today is the final day to drop off your Angel Tree gift.   
 

The Food Bank Collection is TODAY.  The item of the month is hot 
drinks. 
 

A Special Door Offering will be taken TODAY for Rachael Quinlan, our 
college student studying for church work at Concordia College in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 
 

The Sunday School Christmas Program and Dinner will be Sunday, 
December 18th at 5:30 p.m.  The cost of the dinner is $8.50 per adult and 
$3.50 per child ages 5-11.  Children under 5 are free.  Reservation forms 
can be found on the Narthex and Greenhouse tables.  Checks should be 
made payable to Zion Lutheran Church with “Christmas Party” on the 
memo line.  Please return the reservation form and payment to the box 
marked “Church Christmas Party” in the narthex. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
December 11, 2011 



3 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2011 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

If someone were to ask you, “What is the purpose for the Christian message 
of Jesus?”  Too often, I fear, the answer many Christians give by the way they 
come across would be, “to make you more like me.”  Or, even worse, “to make 
myself feel superior and you feel inferior.”  Or even, “to prove that what you 
believe is wrong.”  Hopefully you wouldn’t say anything close to that.  But 
what would you say? 
 
In our Old Testament Lesson this morning Isaiah gives the purpose for his 
message as one who has been sent by the same God who has sent us.   And 
while Isaiah lived at a different time and in a different place, he proclaimed 
the same Savior and the same Gospel.  The purpose for his message is the 
same as ours.  Listen to some of what he wrote.  This is Isaiah’s “mission 
statement”; it is ours as well: to bring good news to the poor… to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in 
Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 
of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 
 
 

You have been called according to the same purpose as Isaiah was!  You have 
been called to bring the best news that anyone could ever hear; you have 
been called to speak the name of Jesus. 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come to  
  worship you in spirit and in truth, we ask that you would open  
  our hearts to the preaching of your Word so that we may  
  repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior,  
  and grow in peace and holiness.  In Jesus’ name. 
People: Amen 
 

Opening Hymn:  Alleluia!  Let Praises Ring   822 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Confession and Absolution   
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus Christ, before we listen to your Word and receive  
  your body and blood in the Lord’s Supper, we confess to you  
  that we have not been the holy people you have called us to be.  
  We have served ourselves more than we have served you or  
  our neighbor.  We have worried about things beyond our  
  control instead of trusting in you.  We have been quick-  
  tempered and hard-hearted, unforgiving and harsh. 
People:  Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us for these and all of our sins.   
  Restore us to a right relationship with you.  Be patient  
  with us, strengthen our faith and remove the temptations  
  from us that we cannot overcome.  Give us an increase of  



5 
 

  the Holy Spirit, that we may bring glory to your name.   
  Amen.  
 (Luke 18:13) 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. (John 20:19-23) 
 

The Hymn of Praise: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 341 vs. 1-3 
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The Lord’s anointed will turn what has been destroyed into something beautiful. 
 

 The Spirit of the Lord God is on me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and 
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those 
who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil 
of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that 
he may be glorified.  They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up 
the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of 
many generations…. 
 For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give 
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  
 Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their 
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descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 
them, and they are an offspring the Lord has blessed.  I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will 
cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 
 

Choir Anthem (10:30) 
 

The New Testament Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
St. Paul writes about the Parousia, when our Lord Christ returns, and how we live until 
he does.   
 

 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  Do not quench the Spirit.  
Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast to what is good.  
Abstain from every form of evil. 
 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. John the 1st chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
John prepares the way for Jesus. 
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 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light…. 
 And this was the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”  He confessed, and did 
not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”  And they asked him, “What 
then?  Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”  “Are you the Prophet?”  And he 
answered, “No.”  So they said to him, “Who are you?  We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us.  What do you say about yourself?”  He said, “I 
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”   
 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?”  John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands 
one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.”  These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

Children’s Message (10:30) 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 341 vs. 4-5 
 

Sermon 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Apostles’ Creed  
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the Virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy Christian Church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting.  Amen! 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:   During this season of Advent, we remember and relive a period 
  of waiting; waiting for God to send the Savior he promised by  
  his prophets and to whom the sacrificial system, the temple  
  and the priesthood pointed.  This morning, we also wait;  
  waiting for Christ to come to us with his body and blood, giving 
  us his gift of forgiveness and giving us an opportunity to  
  proclaim his death until he comes yet again.  And so, as we  
  await his coming here, at this altar, and as we look forward to  
  his coming at the end of the age, may our Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:   Let us pray: 
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People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy  
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
  us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as  
  we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
  temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

The Words of Institution  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)   163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
 (Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God, can examine themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you 
hold a profession of faith that differs from that of our congregation, please speak to the 
Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or 
meditate on the words “this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
 
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with 
alcohol sensitivities.   
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Distribution Hymns 
 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 347 
O Gracious Lord, I Am Firmly Believing 635 
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 641 
 
 (Please stand) 
 

Post-Communion Canticle  164 
 
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell everyone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen!  
 

The Recessional:  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 576 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: David Hutula & Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Missy Radovich & Mitchell Fitzgerald 
The Greeters: Bob & Shelly James and  
 The Gauger Family 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag, Janet  
 & Larry Zreliak and 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, Loren 
 Luedeman, & Jim Oelschlager 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, & Molly Oelschlager  
  

COMING UP:  
 
Please consider reading the Bible in a year with us, beginning in 
January 2012. The time you invest will be surprisingly short and the 
rewards are enormous! We'll be including a reading list in the monthly 
newsletters beginning with the January edition.  Online, we'll post the 
readings on www.zlcb.org each and every day at 5 a.m.  They'll be 
formatted for viewing on your computer or mobile devices.  And one other 
thing … you'll have the option to "LISTEN" to each day's reading … so if 
you like, listen to the Bible in a year! You'll be glad you did! 

 
Youth Bowling!  Junior High and High School Youth are invited to 
bring their friends and enjoy an afternoon bowling at the 
AMF in Mt. Lebanon on Saturday, January 14th from 2-
4.  The cost will be under $10.00 per person and food will 
be included in the price!  Please RSVP to pastor@zlcb.org or 

tharris@zlcb.org 
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WEEK OF December 11-18, 2011 

 
 

OUR ATTENDANCE: Advent One 11/30  73 
  Sunday 12/4  222 
  Bible Class 12/4  63 
   
OUR OFFERINGS: Advent One 11/30  $731.00 
  Sunday 12/4      $6,663.72 
  Year to Date         $114,535.74 

SUNDAY 
12/11   
Food Bank 
Collection  

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion 

MONDAY 
12/12 

6:00 AM – Men’s Bible Breakfast 
6&7 PM – Confirmation 
8:30 PM – Men’s Football @ Beez Restaurant 

TUESDAY 
12/13 

7:00 PM – Board of Education Meeting 

WEDNESDAY 
12/14 

6:00 PM – Dinner in the Undercroft 
7:00 PM – Advent Service 
Choir practice following the service 

THURSDAY 
12/15 

10:00 AM – Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Worship Team Meeting 

FRIDAY 
12/16 

 

SATURDAY 
12/17 

 

SUNDAY 
12/18 
 

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion 
5:30 PM – Sunday School Dinner 
7:00 PM – Sunday School Christmas Program 


