
 

ZZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
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The Altar Flowers have been given to the Glory of God by Elsie 
DallaPiazza in memory of her father, Armando DallaPiazza and by Lois 
Dittmer in memory of her loved ones.  
 

The Eternal Light is lit to the Glory of God by Tim and Rita Sheldon in 
memory of their loved ones. 
 

Mid-week Advent services will be Dec 7th, 14th, & 21st at 7:00 pm with 
dinner served in the undercroft at 6:00 pm.  The choir will practice 
following the service. 
 

You may order poinsettias to remember the special people in your life 
and to decorate our altar area during Christmas.  The deadline for 
ordering is next Sunday, December 11th.  Order forms are available on 
the Narthex and Greenhouse tables.  Please return the form with your 
payment to the box on the Narthex table. 
 

If you wish to participate in our Angel Tree gift drive, choose an angel 
gift tag from the tree set up in the back of the church.  Your unwrapped 
gift costing around twenty dollars will need to be returned with the gift 
tag attached no later than next Sunday, DECEMBER 11th. 
 

Food Bank Collection will be next Sunday, December 11th.  The item 
of the month is hot drinks.  Thank you for your donations on November 
13th.  During the November 19th distribution, 120 families were assisted 
which included 65 children, 144 adults, and 50 of the elderly.  Your 
participation in this vital ministry is appreciated. 
 

The Sunday School Christmas Program and Dinner will be Sunday, 
December 18th beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The cost of the dinner is $8.50 
per adult and $3.50 per child ages 5-11.  Children under 5 are free.  
Reservation forms can be found on the Narthex and Greenhouse tables.  
Checks should be made payable to Zion Lutheran Church with 
“Christmas Party” on the memo line.  Please return the reservation form 
and payment to the box marked “Church Christmas Party” in the narthex. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
December 4, 2011 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2011 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

The prophet Isaiah lived during some pretty tough times.  10 of the 12 tribes of 
Israel had already been conquered and either killed or carried off to captivity by the 
Assyrians.  And now the undefeated Assyrian empire had her eyes set on conquering 
Jerusalem and defeating the remaining two tribes of Israel.  The people in Isaiah’s 
day no doubt hoped that God’s prophet would have a message of immediate rescue 
and deliverance for them from their enemies.  And while history attests to the 
miraculous rescue of God’s people from the hands of the Assyrians during Isaiah’s 
tenure as prophet, this is not the main focus of God’s message to his people through 
his prophet, Isaiah. 
 

When his people faced tough times and danger from all sides, God’s message to his 
people is the sending of the Messiah, the Savior and the forgiveness of sins. Comfort, 
comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins….  He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.  
 

Today, we face tough times not unlike those of the Israelites in Isaiah’s day.  
Corruption at the highest levels of government, massive debt, a crisis of morality in 
our communities, the breakdown of the family, and obscene materialism (just to 
name a few) frustrate and deceive those who have received Jesus Christ as their 
Savior.  Isaiah’s message for us today is just as relevant as it was to the people living 
2700 years ago: God is coming to save.   
 

God fulfilled the words of Isaiah with the coming of Christ as recorded in the 
Gospels.  He will fulfill the words of Isaiah again when Christ comes at the end of the 
age.  Jesus has come.  He will come again! 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Pastor:  Father in heaven, open our hearts to receive your son, our  
  Lord, Jesus the Christ as he comes to us today in Word and  
  Sacrament.  Allow us to trust in his sacrifice for our sins.  Give  
  us the privilege of living for you. 
People: Amen 
 

Opening Hymn:  Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure  533 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Confession and Absolution   
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
 

Pastor:  Father, it’s been a long week.  You’ve given us plenty of   
  opportunities to use our gifts and many opportunities to speak  
  your name to people who do not know your son as their Savior  
  and Lord.  And yet we have used our gifts to look out for  
  ourselves at the expense of our neighbor and family; we have  
  remained silent when we could have spoken your name.  And  
  so we come to you this morning, admitting our faults, and  
  trusting that you will forgive us because of the sacrifice of your  
  son on the cross. 
People:  Father in heaven, have mercy on us.  Forgive our sins on  
  account of Christ.  Remove our guilt and continue to equip  
  us to live for you.  Amen.  
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 (Luke 18:13) 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. (John 20:19-23) 
 

The Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast 155 
 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
(Refrain) 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.  (Refrain) 
 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. 
 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. (Refrain) 
 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. (Final Refrain) 
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11 
An Old Testament prophecy fulfilled in Christ’s “first advent,” and when he 
returns at the end of the age. 
 

 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.   
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain.  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
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A voice says, “Cry!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  The 
grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely 
people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 
God will stand forever. 
 Get up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your 
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say 
to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  Behold the Lord God comes 
with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him.  He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 
the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that 
are with young. 
 

Choir Anthem (10:30) 
 

The New Testament Lesson: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
Our hope is the new heavens and the new earth, where righteousness dwells. 
 

 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  The Lord is not 
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth 
and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
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dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!  But according to his 
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark the 1st chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
Jesus comes into Jerusalem to the praise of the crowd.   
 

 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it 
is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight’.”   
 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  And all the country of Judea and all 
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and 
wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey.  And he 
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I have baptized you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

Children’s Praise (10:30) 
 

The Children’s Message (10:30) 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  Built on the Rock 645 
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Sermon 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Apostles’ Creed 159 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:   During this season of Advent, we remember and relive a period 
  of waiting; waiting for God to send the Savior he promised by  
  his prophets and to whom the sacrificial system, the temple  
  and the priesthood pointed.  This morning, we also wait;  
  waiting for Christ to come to us with his body and blood, giving 
  us his gift of forgiveness and giving us an opportunity to  
  proclaim his death until he comes yet again.  And so, as we  
  await his coming here, at this altar, and as we look forward to  
  his coming at the end of the age, may our Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:   Let us pray: 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy  
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
  us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as  
  we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
  temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

The Words of Institution  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
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The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)   163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
 (Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God, can examine themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you 
hold a profession of faith that differs from that of our congregation, please speak to the 
Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or 
meditate on the words “this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
 
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with 
alcohol sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

Come, Thou Almighty King 905 
O God, Our Help in Ages Past 733 
On Eagles’ Wings 727 
 
 (Please stand) 
 

Post-Communion Canticle  164 
 
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell everyone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: David Hutula & Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Sara Vallelunga & Ryan Harris 
The Greeters: Carl & Karen Bauer and  
 Neil Ackerman 
The Ushers: Kathleen Conn, Bill Schrag, Janet  
 & Larry Zreliak and 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, Loren 
 Luedeman, & Jim Oelschlager 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, & Molly Oelschlager  
  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen!  
 

The Recessional:  In Thee Is Gladness 818 
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Please consider reading the Bible in a year with us, beginning in 
January 2012. The time you invest will be surprisingly short and the 
rewards are enormous! We'll be including a reading list in the monthly 
newsletters beginning with the January edition.  Online, we'll post the 
readings on www.zlcb.org each and every day at 5 a.m.  They'll be 
formatted for viewing on your computer or mobile devices.  And one other 
thing … you'll have the option to "LISTEN" to each day's reading … so if 
you like, listen to the Bible in a year! You'll be glad you did! 
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WEEK OF December 4-11, 2011 

 
 

OUR ATTENDANCE: Thanksgiving Eve 11/23 86 
  Sunday 11/27  194 
  Bible Class 11/27  60 
     
OUR OFFERINGS: Thanksgiving Eve 11/23 $1,382.00 
  Sunday 11/27      $3,506.50 
  Year to Date         $107,141.02 

SUNDAY 
12/4  

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion 

MONDAY 
12/5 

6:00 AM – Men’s Bible Breakfast 
6&7 PM – Confirmation 
7:00 PM – Trustee’s Meeting 
8:30 PM – Men’s Football @ Beez Restaurant 

TUESDAY 
12/6 

 

WEDNESDAY 
12/7 

6:00 PM – Dinner in the Undercroft 
7:00 PM – Advent Service 
Choir practice following the service 

THURSDAY 
12/8 

10:00 AM – Bible Study 
7:30 PM – Council Meeting 

FRIDAY 
12/9 

6:30 PM – Bowling @ AMF Mt Lebanon 

SATURDAY 
12/10 

10:00 AM – Sunday School Dress Rehearsal 

SUNDAY 
12/11 
Food Bank 
Collection  

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion  


