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The Altar Flowers have been given to the Glory of God by Kevin & Sheila 
Ferry in honor of their 9th wedding anniversary and by the Larson Family 
in memory of Ruth Steranko and Mary Oelschlager.  
 

The Eternal Light is lit to the Glory of God by Megan Richards in 
memory of her father, Frank Rilius. 
 

You may order poinsettias to remember the special people in your life 
and to decorate our altar area during Christmas.  You may order the 
flowers until December 11th.  Order forms are available on the Narthex 
and Greenhouse tables.  Please return the form with your payment to the 
box on the Narthex table. 
 

Mid-week Advent services will be Nov 30th, Dec 7th, 14th, & 21st at 7:00 
pm with dinner served in the undercroft at 6:00 pm.  The choir will 
practice following the service. 
 

Please consider reading the Bible in a year with us, beginning in 
January 2012. The time you invest will be surprisingly short and the 
rewards are enormous! We'll be including a reading list in the monthly 
newsletters beginning with the January edition.  Online, we'll post the 
readings on www.zlcb.org each and every day at 5 a.m.  They'll be 
formatted for viewing on your computer or mobile devices.  And one other 
thing … you'll have the option to "LISTEN" to each day's reading … so if 
you like, listen to the Bible in a year! You'll be glad you did! 
 

If you wish to participate in our Angel Tree gift drive, choose an angel 
gift tag from the tree set up in the back of the church.  Each gift tag is 
marked with an age and size for clothing.  If the tag has child’s age and 
gender only, the gift should be a toy.  Your unwrapped gift costing 
around twenty dollars will need to be returned with the gift tag attached 
no later than Sunday, DECEMBER 11th.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
November 27, 2011 
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First Sunday of Advent 
November 27, 2011 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

According to biology, Alissa and I are scheduled to become parents on January 21st 
of 2012.  In order to prepare me for what is headed our way, Alissa took me through 
Babies ‘R’ Us last Friday.  Contraptions from a car seat that transforms into a stroller 
into a basinet into a high chair to what appeared to be a changing table hewn from a 
California Redwood pressed in on me from all sides.  “Do we really need a crib that 
can fold up into something the size of a deck of cards?”   
 
This trip to Babies ‘R’ Us was the latest in a string of events that is preparing me for 
something that no mortal man can prepare for: becoming a daddy.  A couple of 
weeks earlier, I had masterfully arranged the diapers and wipes we received from 
Alissa’s baby shower on shelves in the garage.  A couple of weeks before that, I 
reestablished my office in the parsonage basement, leaving space upstairs for what 
will become the nursery.  And two months before that, we purchased a small SUV 
from which it will be easier to load and unload Baby McLellan.   
 
At this point, those of you with children are probably chuckling to yourselves and 
thinking: “if he thinks that he can prepare for what’s coming on January 21st … HA!”  
 
The same goes for the season of Advent.  We call this season (the four weeks before 
Christmas) a season of preparing for the coming of Christ.  But just like the birth of a 
child is an event that changes everything to an extent and to a degree that it cannot 
be seriously prepared for, so too is the birth of Christ.  How do sinful people 
“prepare” for God to take on a human nature?  How can we “prepare” for God to 
rescue us from sin, death and the devil?  How can we “prepare” for Jesus’ coming?  
We can’t.  But just like with the birth of a child, when it comes to the coming of 
Christ on Christmas, the best thing we can do is watch in awe at what God is doing. 
 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Pastor:  Holy Spirit, as we enter into this Advent Season, allow us to  
  remember with joy and gratitude how our Savior Jesus came  
  into the world and allow us to remain faithful to him who has  
  promised to come again. 
People: Amen 
 

Opening Hymn:  When Morning Gilds the Skies   807 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 

Confession and Absolution (Matthew 28:18-20)  
 

Admonition to confess our sins. 
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus Christ, before we sing your praises and hear your  
  Word, receive your body and blood and benediction, we come  
  before you to confess that we have sinned against you in  
  thought, word and deed.  Our best attempts at obeying you  
  have fallen pathetically short.  We have invented ways of doing  
  evil.  In your mercy, forgive our sins, restore us to a right  
  relationship with you and your Father, and deliver us from evil. 
People:  Lord Jesus Christ, your Word says that our good deeds are  
  like filthy rags.  We are incapable of good works in the  
  sight of you, our Judge.  Instead of justice, we plead for  
  mercy.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us that we may  
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  delight in your will and walk by faith that trusts in you— 
  and you alone—for our forgiveness, life and salvation.   
  Amen.  
 (Luke 18:13) 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. (John 20:19-23) 
 

The Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast 155 
 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
(Refrain) 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.  (Refrain) 
 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. 
 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. (Refrain) 
 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. (Final Refrain) 
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9 
The Lord will not remember our sins forever; we are forgiven in Christ. 
 

 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the 
mountains might quake at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and 
the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, 
and that the nations might tremble at your presence!  When you did awesome 
things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence.  From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has 
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seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him.  You meet him 
who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways.  
 Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long 
time, and shall we be saved?  We have all become like one who is unclean, and 
all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.  We all fade like a leaf, and 
our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  There is no one who calls upon your 
name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face 
from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay and you are our 
potter; we are all the work of your hand.  Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, 
and remember not iniquity forever.  Behold, please look, we are all your people. 
 

Choir Anthem (10:30) 
 

The New Testament Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
We are prepared for the coming of Christ through the testimony of Christ, the 
Gospel. 
 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him 
in all speech and all knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the 
end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, by whom 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark the 11th chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
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The Gospel: Mark 11:1-10 
Jesus comes into Jerusalem to the praise of the crowd.   
 

 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, 
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go 
into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a 
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat.  Untie it and bring it.  If anyone says to 
you, ‘Why are you doing this?’  say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it 
back here immediately’.”  And they went away and found a colt tied at a door 
outside in the street, and they untied it.  And some of those standing there 
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?”  And they told them what 
Jesus had said, and they let them go.  And they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it.  And many spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields.  And 
those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father, David!  Hosanna in the highest!” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message (10:30) 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 338 
 

Sermon 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Apostles’ Creed 159 
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(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:   This morning, Christ comes to us with his body and blood to  
  forgive our sins, strengthen our faith, and give a visible sign to  
  the unity we have in him.  In doing so, he has given us an  
  opportunity to proclaim his death until he comes.  As you  
  remember his death and look forward to his return, may the  
  Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:   Let us pray: 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy  
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
  us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as  
  we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
  temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

The Words of Institution  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)   163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
 (Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
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We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God, can examine themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you 
hold a profession of faith that differs from that of our congregation, please speak to the 
Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or 
meditate on the words “this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
 
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with 
alcohol sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

Be Still My Soul  752 
Take My Life and Let It Be  784 
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  636 
 
 (Please stand) 
 

Post-Communion Canticle  164 
 
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell everyone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen!  
 

The Recessional:  Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending 336 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: John Gielarowski & Jay Anderson 
The Acolytes: Joshua Gielarowski & Sydney Harris 
The Greeters: Wayne & Barb Oechslein and  
 Tom & Kim Erbrecht 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier,  
 & Jack Oelschlager and 
 Joe Gielarowski, Rachel Klemash, 
 Steve Kovach, & Andy Weldon 
Altar Guild: Vickie Buzzelli, Kathleen Conn,  
 & Shelly James 

 
 

 
 
  



11 
 

 
 

Did you know that Lutheran Hour Ministries designs and 
builds a float every year for the Tournament of Roses 
Parade? 
 
This year, the Tournament of Roses Parade will be on Monday, January 2nd.  

The theme for the 2012 Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses Parade is “Just 
Imagine” and this year's LHM Float 
theme is “God's Promise to All.” 2012 
marks our 62nd year of participation 
and the LHM Float continues to be the 
only Christian Float in the world's most 
famous media event. 
 
 

God's Promise for All is based on John 3:36, “Whoever believes in (Jesus) 
will have eternal life.” The float depicts God's greatest promise, a promise 
which He made to all—every male or female, 
young or old, to every nation around the 
world—that there is eternal life for those who 
believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ for their salvation. 
 
While the Tournament of Roses Parade is on 
most network channels, (ABC, CBS, NBC), the 
Lutheran Hour Float is not guaranteed 
coverage due to commercials and/or other TV 
commitments. For the best viewing of the parade, the Home and Garden 
channel shows the parade in its entirety on cable TV. Check your local 
listings for time and channel. 
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WEEK OF November 27-December 4, 2011 

 
 

OUR ATTENDANCE: Sunday 11/20  187 
  Bible Class 11/20  53 
     
OUR OFFERINGS: Sunday 11/13      $4,605.50 
  Year to Date         $102,252.52 

SUNDAY 
11/27  

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion 

MONDAY 
11/28 

6:00 AM – Men’s Bible Breakfast 
6&7 PM – Confirmation 
8:30 PM – Men’s Football @ Hickory Heights Country Club 

TUESDAY 
11/29 

 

WEDNESDAY 
11/30 

6:00 PM – Dinner in the Undercroft 
7:00 PM – Advent Service 
Choir practice following the service 

THURSDAY 
12/1 

10:00 AM – Bible Study 
7:30 PM – Elders Meeting 

FRIDAY 
12/2 

 

SATURDAY 
12/3 

10:00 AM – Sunday School Practice 

SUNDAY 
12/4 
 

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion  


