
 

ZZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
October 16, 2011 



2 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
October 16, 2011 

 
 

The Altar Flowers have been given to the Glory of God by Kathleen & 
Wayne Conn in honor of the 55th wedding anniversary of Norma & Jim 
Lynch.  
 

The Eternal Light is lit to the Glory of God by Judith Dames in memory 
of Gregory & Paula. 
 

Come one, come all!  Zion will be participating in a FREE HAYRIDE at 
Simmons Farm on Saturday, October 22nd at 6:00 p.m.  After the 
hayride, we will be enjoying light refreshments around a roaring bonfire.  
A sign-up sheet is located on the Narthex table. 
 

The Lutheran Witness subscriptions will expire with the December 
2011 issue.  Subscriptions for 2012 will be $10.00 per year.  If you 
would like to renew your subscription or order a new one, please turn 
your payment in to the Church office by October 28th. 
 

A Voter’s Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 30th at 9:15 a.m.  
The 2012 slate of candidates for the election of Church Officers and 
Boards are: 
 

 Vice-Chairman      Neil Ackerman 
 Treasurer       Kim Luedeman 
 Sun. Sch. Sup’td    Katie Gielarowski 
 Board of Elders      David Hutula 
     Robert Oelschlager 
     Frank Vallelunga 
 Trustees       Loren Luedeman 
             Jim Oelschlager 
            Bart Fleischmann  
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Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
October 16, 2011 

 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

“Was this a good decision?” is a question many of us ask after making a major 
financial decision.  Was it a good decision to sell the old-but-paid-for station 
wagon to drive a new, more-reliable-monthly-payment-inducing sedan?  Was 
it a good decision to take the family to Disney World instead of padding the 
college fund?  Was it a good decision to sell the house?   
 

You’re in church this morning.  You could have decided to do something 
different: sleep in, go golfing, go out to breakfast… anything else.  And so, as 
you’re sitting in the pew, you might be asking yourself: “was THIS a good 
decision?”  (It was.)  And in the much-bigger-picture: was committing my life 
to God in Christ a good decision?  Saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, 
was it wise for me to commit all my ways to him, and to make the most 
important (and routine) decisions based on my faith in Christ?   
 

The resurrection of Christ, the subject of our Gospel reading and sermon, 
answers any questions we might have about the wisdom of following Christ.  
Because Jesus is the only person to come back to life after death never to die 
again, we can trust that his ways are right.  Because Jesus is the only person 
to come back to life after death never to die again, we can trust him when it 
comes to our salvation from sin and death.  Because Jesus is the only person 
to come back to life after death never to die again, we can live lives free from 
the dread of death, fear of sin, and uncertainty of eternal life.  Because Jesus 
rose from the dead, you can trust that it is always and in every way a “good 
decision” to follow him! 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as We come to  
  worship You in spirit and truth, we humbly pray that You  
  would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that  
  we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only  
  Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear us for the sake of  
  His name. 
People: Amen 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  Thy Strong Word 578  
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 

Confession and Absolution (Matthew 28:18-20)  
 

Admonition to confess our sins. 
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We  
  justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
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  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen.  
 (Luke 18:13) 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. (John 20:19-23) 
 

The Hymn of Praise: Glory in Excelsis 154 
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 148 
In view of our Gospel reading, it only makes sense to praise the Lord! 
 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord!   
For he commanded and they were created. 
And he established them forever and ever;  
He gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 
Fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!   
Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
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Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted;  
His majesty is above earth and heaven. 
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, 
For the people of Israel who are near to him. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

The New Testament Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter proclaims the resurrection. 
 

 So Peter opened his mouth and said, “Truly I understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him.  As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching 
good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves 
know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning with Galilee after the 
baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power.  He went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  
 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God 
raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to 
us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead.   
 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.  To him all 
the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. John the 20th chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
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The Gospel: John 20:1-18 
Jesus defeats death. 
 

 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from 
the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  So Peter went out with 
the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb.  Both of them were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first.  And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did 
not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He 
saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself.  Then the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead.  Then the disciples went back to their homes.   
 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb.  And she saw two angels in white, sitting where 
the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet.  They said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She said to them, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”  Having said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you 
seeking?”  Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  
Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!”  
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(which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not 
yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”  Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and 
that he had said these things to her. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  I Know That My Redeemer Lives 461 
 

Sermon 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Apostles’ Creed 159 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

The Service of the Sacrament  (177) 
 

Pastor:   As we approach the Lord’s Table, may the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor:   Let us pray: 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy  
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
  us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as  
  we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
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  temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

The Words of Institution  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)   180 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
 (Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God, can examine themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you 
hold a profession of faith that differs from that of our congregation, please speak to the 
Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or 
meditate on the words “this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
 
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with 
alcohol sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us 514 
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 528 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Tom Erbrecht & Jim Neill 
The Acolytes: Missy Radovich & Ryan Harris 
The Greeters: Jack & Jacque Oelschlager and  
 Jodi Fitzgerald & Family 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller,  
 Barb & Wayne Oechslein and 
 Neil Ackerman, Charles LaJeunesse, 
 Brian Pasquini, & Lois Sauro 
Altar Guild: Marianne Miller, Mary Hutula,  
 & Judy Meier 

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 609 
 
 (Please stand) 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen!  
 

The Recessional:  Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 680 
 

The Postlude 
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OCTOBER is Pastor Appreciation Month! 
 
October is set aside as a time to honor and say thank you to the men who do 
more than any others to inspire us to grow in 
our relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ. The writer of Hebrews encourages us 
to recognize the ongoing sacrifice of 
Christian pastors, teachers, and mentors in 
our lives ... Remember your leaders, those 
who spoke to you the word of God. Consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate 
their faith - Hebrews 13:7. 
 
Here at Zion, we would like to extend a heartfelt "Thank You to Pastor Duncan". 
You work vigorously, often neglecting personal needs, to give us comfort and 
direction. 
 
So take some time out of your busy schedule this month to thank Pastor for his 
spiritual leadership over this past year. 
 
One way you can show your appreciation to Pastor is by participating in one of 
the many Bible studies and fellowship activities: Sunday morning @ 9:15 AM, 
Monday morning @ 6:00 AM, Men’s Monday night football @ 8:30 PM, Alissa’s 
Tuesday night Women’s study @8:00 PM, Wednesday night @ 7:00 PM, or 
Thursday morning @ 10:00 AM.  These are great opportunities to study God’s 
word and enjoy great fellowship.   
 
So take this opportunity to show your appreciation and join one of these studies. 
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WEEK OF October 16-23, 2011 

 

 
OUR ATTENDANCE: Sunday 10/9  172 
  Bible Class 10/9  57 
   
OUR OFFERINGS: Sunday 10/9      $4,468.50 
  Year to Date         $72,015.01 

SUNDAY 
10/16 

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –   Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion  

MONDAY 
10/17 

6:00 AM – Men’s Bible Breakfast 
6&7 PM – Confirmation 
8:30 PM – Men’s Football @ Hickory Heights Country Club 

TUESDAY 
10/18 

7:00 PM – Interaction Committee Meeting 
8:00 PM –Women’s Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 
10/19 

7:00 PM – Bible Study 
 

THURSDAY 
10/20 

10:00 AM – Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Worship Team Meeting 
7:00 PM – Choir Practice 

FRIDAY 
10/21 

 

SATURDAY 
10/22 

6:00 PM – Hayride @ Simmons Farm 

SUNDAY 
10/23 

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Class/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion  


