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Figure 1 
Pile – Loop/Pile – Loop 

Zion Lutheran Church  

Sanctuary Design Proposal 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
In September 2012, a committee was formed to assess opportunities to upgrade the sanctuary flooring based on the need 
to replace the worn, existing carpet.   
 
Our initial focus was to evaluate various flooring options including:  

 Full carpet replacement (in kind).  
 Combination carpet and rubber stair treads.  
 Carpet isles, stairwells, and altar steps in combination with stained concrete (stone look) under pews.  
 Carpet isles, stairwells, and altar steps in combination with slate-look tile under pews and on altar platforms.   

 
During our assessment it became clear to the committee that any work that we would propose should be done with 
consideration of any future upgrades to the sanctuary in order to avoid duplicate work, conflicting designs, and 
unnecessary expenditures.  In working with the Long Term Planning Committee, it was noted that the church survey 
results indicated that the worship service is the most critical component of our fellowship and outreach at Zion.  The Long 
Term Planning Committee had some initial discussions regarding upgrade opportunities for the sanctuary.  This proposal 
incorporates a comprehensive approach.   
 
At the recommendation of Church Interiors (contractor), ZLCB hired a designer who has been a full time church interior 
designer/architect for 17 years.  Her services were arranged and paid for by a donation from a member of Zion.  Her high 
level input was represented as follows:   
 
“MY DESIGN APPROACH IS TO ADAPT THIS COOL HUED YET OVERLY SUN DRENCED CONTEMPORARY & 
DATED ATMOSPHERE AND FOCUS ON A RICH MODIFIED ARTS & CRAFTS STYLE WITH THE USE OF AN 
INVITING DESIGN WITH THE STRENGTH AND APPEAL OF HONEST MATERIALS & WARM COLORS TO 
COMPLEMENT THE EXISTING ARCHITECTURE AND ADD FOCUS TO THE CHANCEL/CROSS” 
 
 

PROPOSAL 

Flooring and Altar/Sanctuary Upgrades 
 

1. Install Churchlon Harmony carpet (Cut and Loop style) direct glue down for 
the following areas: Aisles in Sanctuary, stairwells adjacent to Sanctuary & 
Narthex, Border in Narthex.   

 
 

2. Install field carpet in Narthex/Entry Foyer (see figure 2) center with 
coordinating Sanctuary carpet (item 1) as border.  Churchlon Foundation is a 
textured loop 100% nylon carpet. It is performance tested for extra heavy 
traffic applications and carries a 20-year wear warranty.  It is excellent for high 
traffic areas and can be used in place of entrance mats.   

 
3. Install porcelain tile from the FloridaTile Legends Series (see figure 

3).  The tile will be installed underneath the pews in the sanctuary, 
the first riser of the pulpit platform. Tiles used for these areas will be 
18” x 18” tiles.   

 
 
 

Figure 3 

 
Figure 2 
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Figure 5  

Figure 4 

 

4. Chancel Design Upgrades (renderings only, not photos) See Figure 4 
Detail for altar updating will include the following:  

- Installation of new header trim/soffit above the crucifix   
- Installation of new stained wood pilaster on left and right side of cross  
- Installation of new wood chair rail stained across back wall of chancel area    
- Installation of new wood base molding 5” high across back wall of chancel area  
- Paint new and existing drywall on back wall of chancel area. Existing drywall to be painted one color to 

left and right of “cross opening”. Area behind cross to be painted a second color  
- Other:  Paint heating units along the side walls of the church sanctuary   

 
 

  
5. Install coordinating Legends Series Tile along the back 

wall of the chancel area (wainscoting).  See figure 5.   
 
 
 
 
 

Total Flooring and Altar/Sanctuary Upgrades:  $70,000 
 

Pew Refurbishment  
 
On Site Pew Refurbishment in order to darken finish to complementary color* to church design includes light refinishing
(conducted on site) for all current pews:  Reupholster the pews (with commercial grade fabric) to complement carpeting: 
includes new high-density polyurethane foam to the seat only. Pew upholstering will carry a 15-year warranty.   
 

Pew Refinishing: $5,600.00 
Pew Reupholstering:  $9,500.00 

Total:  $16,400.00 
 

*color change opportunity will be determined after sending of hymnal rack in advance of decision.   

Current 
Crucifix 
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Figure 6 

 

Altar Kneeling Cushions – Communion Rail 

Upholstery material will be a commercial grade with Teflon (or equivalent) coating. The cushions carry a 20-year warranty 
against defects in workmanship and materials. Templates will need to be made for the curved sections of the altar area.   

Total Kneeling Cushions:  $1,200.00 

Additional Church Seating  
 
25 ChurchWorx chairs (accommodate 5 additional rows behind existing pew structure).   The 
seat and back will be upholstered with new commercial grade fabric (to match pews). Chairs 
are stackable and equipped with self-ganging hardware to create straight rows for pew like 
seating.   See Figure 6.  
 
 

Total Church Seating ($135 each):  $3,400.00 
 

Window protection/tinting  
 
Install window tint film to all existing windows at the front of the church including all the glass in the side entry.  The film, 
LLUMAR DR 15, carries a 15 yr warranty.  The window film reduces heat, glare, fading, 99% of UV rays, and can reduce 
cooling costs by up to 50% by blocking solar heat gain.  It cuts sun glare and reduces eye strain & helps insulate windows 
in cold weather.    

Total Window Protection:  $3,600 
               
          
TOTAL COST AND RATIONALE 
 
Total installation cost (budget estimate):  $95,000 
 
Offers a more durable, long term solution for Zion Lutheran Church, as well as introduces an updated look.  Considering the need to 
replace carpet (estimated 10 years) the combination option (carpet and slate look tile) removes the need to remove/replace pews when 
new carpet is installed in future (cost, personal work, and potential damage).    
 
We believe an upgrade of this extent creates excitement for the existing members as well as introduces a more progressive, warm and 
inviting environment for potential new members.    
 
We are proposing the sanctuary upgrades to be done in one phase rather than two.  This helps to avoid duplicate work, additional 
costs, mess and loss of sanctuary use.    
      
FINANCING 
Upon feedback of congregation and report back to council, the Committee would prepare a final proposal to bring to congregation for a 
vote.  Post voter approval, we would then begin a fundraising campaign as well as engage in discussions regarding potential financing.   
   
PROPOSED TIMING 
The projected timing of the project work is 4 weeks, during which time the Sanctuary would not be available.  In consideration of 
alternative locations for church services during this time, we would propose that the work be concluded by mid fall, in order to allow for 
outside services (weather- permitting).  
 
Communication Session Schedule (1 hour sessions):  Sanctuary 
Poster-size renderings will be available for viewing  
 
Sunday, July 7, following church service at the conclusion of the 9 am service 
Thursday, July 11, 6:30pm  
Sunday, July 14, following church service at the conclusion of the 9 am service 
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Zion Lutheran Church  

Design Proposal Survey  
To be returned by July 21  

 
1.) Are you in favor of the Flooring Committee’s proposal as submitted? 

 
2.) If no, what would you change in the proposal that would make it more favorable? 

 

 

 
 
 

3.) What do you like most about the Committee’s proposal? 

 

 

 
 
 

4.) What do you like least about the Committee’s proposal? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Name (Optional) _____________________________________ 


