
 
 

 

COABE’s mission is to inspire educators so adults succeed and communities thrive. COABE exists to provide 
leadership, communication, professional development, and advocacy for adult education and literacy practitioners to 
advance quality services for all adult learners. One way that we engage in these activities is by spotlighting 
excellence in the field.  
 
The Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE) represents the field of 55,000 adult educators and provides a 
variety of services, including professional development through annual, state-of-the-art national conferences, more 
than 40 webinars annually, and a peer reviewed journal. COABE also recently launched an award winning national 
public awareness campaign and an advocacy campaign that has enabled more than 50,000 connections with 
legislators since April 2017. COABE also highlights excellence in the field of adult education by providing 
competitive national-level awards valued at $10,000 each, incentive grants to encourage and promote best practices 
in the field, and scholarship opportunities through special funding provided by The Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation. Ana Chavarin was nominated for COABE’s Outstanding Adult Leaner of the Year Award, and we are 
pleased to announce that she is this year’s winner.  
 
Ana Chavarin embodies the heart and soul of adult basic education with her determination to succeed, persistence 
through many struggles, relentless enthusiasm, and countless achievements along her educational journey. 
Currently, she is attending Pima Community College in pursuit of a degree in psychology while working three part-
time jobs and raising four children, ages 13 to 20, as a single mother. She has been a model classmate, strong 
student council leader, fierce advocate, and mentor to many during her tenure of involvement with adult education. 
Her awards and honors include: National Coalition for Literacy / COABE Adult Learner Spotlight, National Adult 
Education Honor Society inductee, Pima Community College HSE Graduation Speaker, City of Tucson Certificate of 
Achievement & Ward V Council Office Recognition Award, Pima Community College Board of Governor’s Award of 
Excellence 2013, and an Arizona Association for Lifelong Learning Award. When she immigrated to the United 
States in 2004 from Agua Prieta, Mexico, Ana was already the mother of three children, spoke very limited English, 
and had not even begun a high school education in her native country. That didn’t stop her from seeking a high 
school equivalency diploma here in the United States. As a student leader, Ana has played a role at the national 
level by providing advocacy training and adult education representation. Ana has been participating in Arizona’s 
statewide Ambassador Training Program since 2012 as a student leader, co-trainer, and Adult Education 
Ambassador during legislative visits at the state capitol. The characteristics that stand out the most are Ana’s 
unstoppable optimism, enthusiasm, and warmth as a human being who cares deeply about others. She will not 
leave adult basic education, even as she moves on with her life. Ana will forever advocate for the program that 
changed her life. Along with all of these honors, achievements, and examples of her steadfast determination to 
succeed in school, what makes her most deserving of this award is the fact that when she wins, everyone wins. 
She’s incapable of keeping whatever she has to herself. COABE wishes Ana Chavarin all the best as she pursues 
her educational goals. 
 
To learn more about COABE’s prestigious award program, go to www.coabe.org or contact awards@coabe.org.  
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