
 
 

 

COABE’s mission is to inspire educators so adults succeed and communities thrive. COABE exists to provide 
leadership, communication, professional development, and advocacy for adult education and literacy practitioners to 
advance quality services for all adult learners. One way that we engage in these activities is by spotlighting 
excellence in the field.  
 
The Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE) represents the field of 55,000 adult educators and provides a 
variety of services, including professional development through annual, state-of-the-art national conferences, more 
than 40 webinars annually, and a peer reviewed journal. COABE also recently launched an award winning national 
public awareness campaign and an advocacy campaign that has enabled more than 50,000 connections with 
legislators since April 2017. COABE also highlights excellence in the field of adult education by providing 
competitive national-level awards valued at $10,000 each, incentive grants to encourage and promote best practices 
in the field, and scholarship opportunities through special funding provided by the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation. Kathryn Wisner with Morgan Community College applied for the COABE Incentive Grant, and we are 
pleased to announce that she is this year’s winner.  
 
Morgan Community College (MCC) is a rural institution located in northeastern Colorado. The main campus sits in 
the city of Fort Morgan, with accompanying centers spread across 11,500 square miles and seven counties. MCC 
has offered a comprehensive program for teaching adult secondary education (ASE) courses to service area 
residents for over twenty years. Over the years the program has evolved, with a shift in focus toward pre-college and 
transitional studies. In 2016, across the three full counties in MCC’s service area, 16% of adults over the age of 25 
had not earned a high school diploma or equivalent, compared to only 10% statewide. Much of MCC’s service area 
is largely rural in nature, making access to ASE services a challenge for many students. To bridge the access gap, 
MCC plans to purchase two extension video conferencing systems for each of its ASE classrooms to broadcast 
courses to some of its remote service areas. The goal of the initiative is to partner with all the school districts in 
MCC’s service area to offer pathways for adult learners to earn GED® certification. Within the first year of the 
extension, Morgan Community College plans to increase its reach by 100%. Instead of students traveling to Morgan 
Community College’s main campus in Fort Morgan, the classroom will travel to the students, either from an 
extension center or from their personal computer connected to the internet. “This initiative will bring adult secondary 
education courses to seven counties in eastern Colorado, will reach twenty-two school districts in MCC’s service 
area, and will impact the lives of adults in rural American who want the opportunity for a better life,” states Kathryn 
Wisner. COABE is proud to award this year’s Incentive Grant to Kathryn Wisner at Morgan Community College. 
 
To learn more about COABE’s prestigious award program, go to www.coabe.org or contact awards@coabe.org.  
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