
 
Sessions featuring the following strands: 

❖Adult Basic Education❖College and Career Pathways❖ESL/ELL❖ 

❖IET❖Immigrant Integration❖Learning Difficulties❖Numeracy❖ 

❖Professional Development❖Technology/Digital Literacy❖Transitions 

 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018, 9am-10am 

Teaching for Wider Horizons: Contextualizing Instruction  

for a Manufacturing Pathway 

Presented by: Mary Gaston 

Help wanted: Production workers needed for this session! Join us for this interactive 

session and learn first-hand how assembly lines work and explore ways to improve 

production. See resources we have used to build ELA, Math, and Employability Skills 

instruction for the Integrated Education & Training (IET) part of our pathway. Gain 

access to a digital LiveBinder of session content and resources. Bring your own device 

for an enhanced experience. 

 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018, 10:05am-11:05am 

Utilizing Visual Models to Develop Algebraic Reasoning  

and Understanding of Functions 

Presented by: Patricia Helmuth 

How do we bridge the gap between students’ current understanding of arithmetic to the 

higher level mathematics content that they need to learn? In this workshop participants 

will discover how students can develop algebraic reasoning, understanding of the 

meaning and uses of variables, recognition of patterns and functions, and make 

connections to the language of algebra through inquiry-based exploration of visual 

models. Brain science reveals that students at all levels, ELL, ABE, and HSE alike, can 

develop algebraic thinking by tapping into the visual processing centers of the brain. 

Participants will gain access to resources that will connect their own learning with 

teaching in a multi-level classroom. No expertise in higher level mathematics is 

necessary in order to participate. 

 



Thursday, October 25, 2018, 11:10am-12:10pm 

Breathe Life into Your Social Media Presence 

Presented by: Cammie Kramer 

Has your program’s social media presence flat lined? Unless you have a dedicated 

social media expert on staff, the responsibility for managing the program’s social media 

accounts likely falls to someone who already has a full plate. The path to the cyberspace 

morgue for those accounts may seem inevitable, but it doesn’t have to be. Join the 

discussion on ways to revitalize your program’s social media presence by adding 

laughter and personality to your posts. This session will also include techniques for 

getting staff and students involved in the process, so it doesn’t fall to just one person. 

Gain fresh and fun ideas to get back on track. 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018, 12:15pm-1:15pm 

What in the World is Going On? A View of  

Adult Education Around the World 

Presented by: Lennox McLendon, Peter Waite,  

Linda Miller, and Marcie Boucouvalas 

“What in the world is going on?" The issues you are facing in your adult education 

programs are often shared by colleagues in other countries around the world. Here in 

the States, the Coalition for Lifelong Learning Organizations (COLLO) has strong ties 

to both the international adult education organizations as well as program leaders in 

other countries. We invite you to attend this session to hear COLLO members discuss 

the efforts of those international adult education organizations as well as what adult 

education looks like in other countries—how it is similar to our efforts, what they do 

differently, and how they address the same challenges you face. 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018, 1:20pm-2:20pm 

Perseverance: Keeping our Students in Class 

Presented by: Steven Schmidt 

Our adult students vote with their feet. When they feel our classrooms do not meet 

their needs, they will not hesitate to vote no on class attendance. We all know that our 

students cannot make progress and achieve measurable skills gains unless they attend 

class regularly. Yet despite our best efforts, some of the messages we send and some of 

the things we do in our programs and classrooms encourage students not to attend our 

classes. How can we change this outcome and create classroom environments (both 

face-to-face and online) where students stay long enough to make progress? This 

evidence-based webinar will focus on how to apply research based best practices to 

improve student attendance and perseverance in our classrooms and programs. 



Thursday, October 25, 2018, 2:25pm-3:25pm 

Options for Your Integrated EL Civics IET Academy Models 

Presented by: Delia Watley 

Many adult education programs are tasked with locating industry specific training that 

fits the population served. With students who possess low literacy skills and little to no 

work history, this search can sometimes become a daunting task. In this session, 

participants will learn how to design and structure a full range of choices centered on 

Integrated Education and Training for EL Civics students. Instructors will leave with 

ideas on how to implement contextualized lessons in their classrooms that prepare 

students to be successful for work related training. The tools learned will help 

programs provide immigrant students with new opportunities that lead to sustainable 

incomes for themselves and their families. 

 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018, 3:30pm-4:30pm 

Expanding Your Google! 

Presented by: Melinda Holt 

Google Cloud is full of tools that are familiar to most in adult education. And yet, most 

do not know many of the new and exciting things happening in their Google! This 

presentation will show attendees how they can soar to new heights using the tools with 

which they are familiar AND introduce new features and improvements that enhance 

sharing, collaboration, and productivity in an educational setting. This fast-paced 

presentation will attempt to cover all levels—everyone will learn or see something new! 

A wide-variety of tools like Google Classroom, Sites, Draw, Form Quizzes will be 

discussed as well as the new features found within. Many more tools will be covered, as 

time allows! All will be modeled for use in and out of the classroom—Expand your 

Google! 

 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018, 4:35pm-5:35pm 

Tech Up Your Citizenship Class 

Presented by: Jennifer Gagliardi  

Participants will identify the latest citizenship resources in the form of quizzes, mobile 

apps, textbooks, videos, podcasts, websites, online courses, and more. By adapting and 

incorporating these digital resources, participants will be able to implement learning 

strategies appropriate for ESL and/or citizenship classrooms, blended learning, 

distance learning environments, or directed self-study. 

 



Friday, October 26, 2018, 9:00am-10:00am 

The Psychology of Scarcity: Why Questionable Decisions May Make Perfect 

Sense:Research to Practice for Adult Education 

Presented by: Sarah Goldammer 

Ever wonder why our adult education students may make decisions or choices that just 

don’t seem to make any sense? Hear about the latest research: Scarcity—The New 

Science of Having Less and How it Defines Our Lives. Learn what some of those 

common decisions or choices are, the economic and personal rationales that are often 

behind them, and how we can best support those we serve. Information will be shared 

to consider alternate planning to best assist our students as they transition from the 

classroom to employment and self-sufficiency. 

 

Friday, October 26, 2018, 10:05am-11:05am 

Integrating Career Awareness into the ABE  

and ESOL Classroom (LINCS) 

Presented by: KayLynn Hamilton 

This study circle introduces practitioners to the career planning lessons and tools 

contained in the Integrating Career Awareness into the ABE and ESOL Classroom 

(ICA) curriculum guide and other career planning resources. This session is part one of 

a three-part study circle, with the remaining two sessions offered virtually after the 

conference. Participants are strongly encouraged to commit to the virtual follow-up 

sessions to fully benefit from this opportunity. 

 

Friday, October 26, 2018, 11:10am-12:10pm 

Building Capacity for Quality Adult Career Pathway Programming: 

Minnesota’s Professional Development Model 

Presented by: Elizabeth Andress 

Adult career pathway (ACP) programming is essential to effectively serve our ABE 

learners and is a key component in WIOA. How do we provide effective professional 

development (PD) for ABE program managers to carry out the complex work of 

building collaborative cross-institution relationships, engaging employers, building 

strong enrollments, and leveraging funds to make it all happen? How can we equip 

instructors across the state with tools for quality design of career pathway courses and 

career-focused instruction at all levels? Learn about Minnesota’s cohort-based, 

experiential learning PD model, and engage in discussion about applications to your 

own context. You’ll also gain access to a wide variety of ACP program development 

tools and course curricula in an online resource library.  

 



 

 

Friday, October 26, 2018, 12:15pm-1:15pm 

Creating a Career-Infused Continuum for Adult Learners 

Presented by: Kathryn McLendon 

We know that we need to get more and more students co-enrolled in adult education 

and occupational training to accelerate their career pathway. But what do we do with 

all of those students who don't qualify for occupational training because of their 

functioning level? This session will describe how one community college designed a 

continuum of career-infused programs so that ALL students had an opportunity to get 

connected to training and work experiences, including adults with special learning 

needs and English language acquisition students. An important key to the success of 

these programs is local partnerships. The session will highlight how WIOA 

partnerships help to sustain some of the activities and the impact of a highly effective 

soft skills curriculum developed by the local workforce development partners. 

 

 

Friday, October 26, 2018, 1:20pm-2:20pm 

Preparing Young Adults for Successful Postsecondary Transition 

Presented by: Cynthia Bell 

The transition to either college or career can be daunting for young adults, and 

preparing them for these transitions can be challenging. In this session, we will discuss 

how to develop transition plans for the young adults in your program with aspirations 

of post-secondary education or career and learn strategies for building desirable 

employability habits and behaviors such as: regular attendance, time management, and 

higher-order critical, logical, and reflective thinking skills, which are needed for success 

in both college and career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, October 26, 2018, 2:25pm-3:25pm 

Resources to Train and Support Your Volunteers,  

Classroom Teachers, and Yourself 

Presented by: Andrea Echelberger 

Volunteer tutors are a tremendous asset to ABE programs. They bring a wide variety of 

skills and teaching experience into the ESL classroom, which can make training, 

supervision, and ongoing professional development a challenge for teachers and 

coordinators. This session will share resources that have been developed to increase the 

tutoring skills of volunteers in one-on-one, small group, and classroom assistant 

settings. Throughout the session, participants will have the opportunity to explore ESL 

small-group pull-out kits, classroom activity videos, and the Minnesota Literacy 

Council Tutor Tips Resource Blog. The presenter will recommend ways for programs to 

use these free resources to support volunteers and classroom teachers, and participants 

will share their own ideas through facilitated discussions. 

 

Friday, October 26, 2018, 3:30pm-4:30pm 

What You Need to Know About Students with Learning Challenges: How to 

Identify the Underlying Learning Issues and How to Support Students to 

Manage Their Challenges 

Presented by: Laura Weisel 

What is really going on with students who struggle is different than you might think. 

Diagnostic labels are often not accurate. Join this session to discuss the learning 

challenges that have been identified in over 15,000 adult students at all academic 

levels. Participants will explore simple quick-screening instruments that can be easily 

implemented into programs along with a 5 step process that creates students who 

understand what they need to do to manage their learning challenges….just like you 

manage yours! 

 

Friday, October 26, 2018, 4:35pm-5:35pm 

Helping Your Adult Learners Beat Test Stress 

Presented by: Cynthia Campbell 

 

Many adult learners struggle with test stress, and their true abilities do not get reflected 

in their test scores. To help our adult learners reach their goals, we must address test 

stress directly and strategically with them. We will explore various methods to help our 

learners BEAT test stress. 


