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State Extends Amistad’s MTO Contract
Amistad has been granted an extension of its role as the state’s designated Managed Transportation Organization (MTO) in Region 2 covering
23 West Texas counties. This month,
the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission
(HHSC)
agreed to
extend its
contract with Amistad from September 2017 through August 2018.

Amistad transported 266, 210 eligible
clients to their medical appointments.

The
program
provides
nonemergency medical transportation to
Medicaid-eligible clients, Children
with Special Health Care Needs
(CSHCN) and Transportation for Indigent Cancer Patients (TICP) who
have no other means of travelling to
their medical appointments. Amistad
has been providing MTO services in
the region since 2014. Last year,

“Transportation services is the backbone to ensuring our clients receive
the healthcare that they need” said
Rosario Fernandez, Chief Oper ating Officer for Transportation Programs. “With the extension of the
contract, we will continue providing
this much needed service to our clients”.

The agency’s Call
Center gives clients
access to a wide
range of transportation services including demandresponse trips to dialysis centers,
pharmacies and cancer treatment centers. Call Center Agents also arrange
travel for clients who require treatment in other Texas cities.

Sonia Morales Joins
Amistad as Community
Relations Manager
Amistad’s goal of maintaining a
strong and trustworthy connection to its clients and the community at-large will continue under
the direction of Sonia Morales,
who joins the
agency as Community Relations
Manager.

Morales brings a
wealth
of
knowledge
and
experience with a
long- time background in the nonprofit environment.
“Her work with the American
Cancer Society, Centro San Vicente and other organizations makes
Sonia well-suited for her role as
our main point of contact with the
community,” said Amistad CEO
Xavier Bañales.
Welcome!

“To advocate, connect and deliver social services to communities, ensuring a dignified and meaningful life for all.”
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Amistad Launches Food Pantry
to Support Local Food Bank
The effort to combat hunger continues to draw the
support of many segments
of the El Paso community.
This month, Amistad
joined the effort with a
new food pantry to gather
food items for hundreds of
families in the El Paso
County area.
The agency has scheduled
a Food Pantry and
Health Fair
this month
to draw
attention to

the ongoing hunger
problem in
El Paso and
Texas.
According to El Pasoans
Fighting Hunger, 4. million
persons in Texas struggle
with hunger. Among that
number, 1.7 million are
children.
What: Amistad Food Pantry & Health Fair
When: Friday, August 18,
2017 at 9 a.m.
Where: 3210 Dyer, El Paso,
Texas
Info: 915-298-7307

Amistad Proudly Supports
State Rep. Cesar Blanco’s
School Supply Drive

Thank You Volunteers!
By Shedrick Allen
The VISTA team at Amistad
would like to send a sincere
message of gratitude to the
volunteers who joined our
staff, clients, and guardians, in creating our Annual
Summer Bash! Their dedication to the community in
which they serve is unparalleled, and was on full
display as we converged
upon Memorial Park for a day of food, fun, and a refreshing blast from a water cannon or two.
Volunteers, both as representatives of other community
organizations, and those serving independently - worked
with initiative and purpose, serving food, facilitating
meals, and client recreation. For all their work, the event
stood as a resounding success, and for our clients, a much
-needed dais from which to escape the rigidity of challenges imposed by their healthcare needs.
On behalf of everyone at Amistad, the importance of the
service our volunteers provide to improve the quality of life
for our client base, is a humbling reminder of the humanity and philanthropic nature of our community. We look
forward to working with each and every one of you as we
move ahead.
Shedrick Allen is an Amistad VISTA Member Volunteer.

Amistad Golf Tourney Seeks
Sponsors & Players
Golf enthusiasts will again
gather at Painted Dunes Desert Golf Club in Northeast
El Paso this year to raise
money for Amistad’s Client
Health and Welfare Fund.

The office of State Representative Cesar Blanco is donating school supplies
to Burleson Elementary School on August 11. Let's make getting back to
Last year, the tournament
school a lot less expensive.
Donations can be taken to 9440 VISCOUNT, STE. 205 or
at Amistad, 3210 Dyer St. no later than August 7.
If you have any questions, please contact the office at
(915) 599-9807.
Help make a difference in a student's life.

drew more than 50 golfers
who vied for a chance to win
prizes.

Registration: Begins at 7:00
a.m. (Breakfast and driving
range available)
Shot Gun Start: 8:30 a.m.
For Sponsorship and registration information: Call
915-298-1104

When: Saturday, September
15, 2017
Where: Painted Dunes Desert Gold Course, 12000
McCombs, Northeast El Paso
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Opinion

Proposed Healthcare Changes Raise Many Concerns
By Marisol Vela
From the very beginning of the Affordable Care Act era in 2013, Amistad’s staff
of professional Health Insurance Navigators has been on the front lines helping
mostly lower-income people find affordable health insurance. During that time,
we have learned a lot about the health
care needs and concerns of our community.
Through years of intense political fighting between
partisans on both sides of the issue, our staff has remained resolute in our mission to help regular folks
comply with provisions of the health care law. Our role
has focused not on the policy nor the politics of the
ACA, but on the mechanics and implementation of a
law on which thousands of West Texans have come to
rely for their health coverage.
According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO),
recent efforts by Republicans to “repeal and replace”
the Affordable Care Act have raised concerns among a
large segment of the population. Chief among those
concerns is a high likelihood that passage of the proposed GOP bill would leave more than 22 million people without health care coverage over the next ten
years. Under the plan, an estimated 49 million people
would be uninsured by 2026, according to the CBO.

Medicaid tend
to give our customers considerable pause.
Many of our
clients fear the
loss of vital
government
subsidies that
will make their monthly premiums rise to unaffordable levels.
Many of our clients fear the loss of vital government
subsidies that will make their monthly premiums rise
to un-affordable levels. Beyond that, House and Senate bills that would repeal the taxes on the wealthy
while making drastic cuts to Medicaid tend to give our
customers considerable pause.
No matter what Congress decides, Amistad’s staff of
certified enrollment specialists under our Consumer
Health Insurance Marketplace Enrollment Services
(CHIMES) Program will continue to provide a full range
of enrollment, education and community outreach services.
If you currently do not have any health insurance, we
can help you find a plan that suits your budget and
your health needs. We’re here to help.

Beyond that, House and Senate bills that would repeal Marisol Vela is the Lead Navigator at Amistad’s
the taxes on the wealthy while making drastic cuts to CHIMES Program.

Billboard located
at Interstate 10
East at Hawkins
in El Paso.
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Joan Lujan family visiting the
Mount Rushmore National
Memorial
Edith Bermudez at Lake
Carlsbad, New Mexico

Xavier Bañales and his wife Anna in
San Francisco and the Pacific Ocean
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Success!

Bus Driver Safety Training

Transportation COO Rosario Fernandez conducting fire training

Scottie Whittle and
Shedrick Allen at the Guardianship Summer Bash

Wheelchair training
Maria Ruiz and Diana Felix
conducting CHIMES outreach

Scottie Whittle and Ken
Ward at the Guardianship
Summer Bash
Eva Alvidrez and Alma Cortez

Dora Ordoñez and Gloria

at the Guardianship Summer

De Lucio at the Guardian-

Bash

ship Summer Bash
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Your kind and generous support of Amistad and its programs to help
vulnerable populations of El Paso and West Texas will make a difference in
the lives of many elderly persons in our community. We offer our deepest
and most sincerest thanks and gratitude to you. — The Board, staff and Management of Amistad
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2017 Guardianship Summer Bash
Friday, July 24, 2017
Memorial Park
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Staff News

Employee of the Month

Maria Ruiz
CHIMES

Navigator

Happy Birthday!
 Delia Grado 8/1
 Efren Meza 8/1
 Noelia Salinas 8/3
 Sergio Villareal 8/3
 Zaide Echegoyen 8/4
 Robert Aguilar 8/5
 Jose Martinez 8/6
 Michelle Moss 8/7
 Mireya Lopez 8/10
 Carmen Gallegos 8/11
 Rosa Payan 8/13
 Michelle Robledo 8/14
 Rodolfo Rivas 8/15
 Humberto Aguilar 8/16

 Arturo Silva 8/17
 Steve Sanchez 8/19
 Aurelio Ochoa 8/21
 Lino Leos 8/28
 Erika Sanchez 8/29
Anniversaries
 Scott Whittle 1 yr.
 Edith Bermudez 1 yr.
 Cynthia Brucker 1yr.
 Nancy Payan 1 yr.
 Karina Rivera 1 yr.
 Delia Sanchez 1 yr.
 Lily Flores 2 yrs.
 Irma Jimenez 2 yrs.
 Federico Flores 7 yrs.

Pie in the Sky!
Amistad Guardianship Case
Manager David Gomez was
selected this month to receive
Pie in the Sky! David went
above and beyond the call of
duty working with a client
with exit behaviors. He spent
most of his 4th of July holiday
working to ensure the safety
of his client and was able to
locate family members who
had not been in his life for
several years. Congrats!

Amistad
3210 Dyer St.
El Paso, Texas 79930
915-532-3790
Midland Office:
206 S. Marienfeld
Midland, Texas 79701
432-218-9266

www.projectamistad.org
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