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WHAT Is Ground Truth?

A project to create accurate and 
comprehensive map data,

by conflating authoritative source data 
with Google's internal data,

via algorithms and elbow grease.



WHAT is map data?



WHAT is Ground Truth?

How Google previously 
got map data:

How Google gets map 
data with Ground Truth:

...back to...





Hi-res imagery 
enables remote 

mapping



Hi-res imagery 
enables remote 
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WHY is Ground Truth?

Because it benefits our users:
● Authoritative data providers.



WHY is Ground Truth?

Because it benefits our users:
● Allows us to implement updates quickly.

∞





WHERE is Ground Truth?
43 countries 
and regions:

Past 5 years:



WHERE is Ground Truth? Google Maps?

■ "Video rental" model

■ Ground Truth sourced

■ Map Maker sourced





HOW does Ground Truth work?



Algorithms and elbow grease: Atlas



Algorithms and elbow grease

Atlas:
● Internal tool
● Home-brewed

... used by...

Ground Truth Operators:
● Internal workforce
● Heavily trained





Thank you!


