
Shalom — HebrewWord for Peace (Old Testament)
“…harmony, well-being, and prosperity…Hebrew
word shalom… ‘one of the most prominent
theological concepts in the OT.’ …wholeness and
completeness…uninjured, safe, complete,
peaceable. Peace could refer to harmony between
friends or allies, triumph in war, success in one’s
endeavors, good health, and security.” — E.R.
Clendenen

1. Prepare Yourself to Speak
“…as shoes for your feet, having put on the
readiness given by the gospel of peace.” Eph. 6:15
2. Pray the Blessing for Others
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make
his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give
you peace.’ So shall they put my name upon the
people of Israel, and I will bless them.” Num. 6:24-27

Lots of people tell themselves affirmations—repeating how good they are, how there’s nothing to fear, and
how they can trust themselves—desperate to believe them. I pray they eventually find peace based in true
spiritual reality. Ezekiel condemns people "who follow their own spirit” (13:3) and say "peace, peace,
when there is no peace" (13:10), comparing them to an unstable wall. They may smear their whitewash on
it, they can plaster and paint it pretty, but it’s going to fall (13:11-12). Those who say "peace, peace" when
there is none are doctors dressing a wound as if it weren't serious (Jer. 8:11). If you think you’ve found
security, wellness, and peace somewhere other than Christ, you're treating a mortal wound with Band-
Aids. We're broken in ways only the Great Physician and Prince of Peace can heal (Is. 9:6, Jn. 14:27).

Peace with God is the source of all peace.

What is the meaning of the word "Peace" in the Bible?

Beware of False Peace

Giving Shalom Living Shalom

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. 5:1
Inner peace comes from trusting in God:
“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:7
Christ teaches us peace with one another:
“So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of
one another.” Rom. 14:19
We do our best to create peace with everyone:
“If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” Rom. 12:18

Eirene — Greek Word for Peace (New Testament)
“Usually in the New Testament, eirene stands for
the Hebrew shalom and means not just freedom
from trouble but everything that makes for a
person’s highest good. Here, it means that
tranquillity of heart which derives from the all-
pervading consciousness that our times are in
the hands of God.” — William Barclay

1. Practice What You Know GodWants
“What you have learned…practice these things,
and the God of peace will be with you.” Phil. 4:9
2. Make Your Requests to God
“…let your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God…will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:6-7
3. Stop! Be Quiet! Surrender! And Know
“‘Be still, and know that I am God..." Ps. 46:10
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