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New Tenant at 500
Rutherford Avenue
The Massachusetts Teachers' Retirement System (MTRS) has relocated
from Cambridge to Hood Park. MTRS is
the largest of the Commonwealth's 104
contributory retirement systems which
provides retirement, disability and survivor benefits to more than 90,000
active educators and 62,000 retirees
and survivors.
MTRS occupies over 23,000 square
feet of newly renovated office space
located on
the 2nd floor
of 500 Rutherford Avenue.
“We’re excited to have moved into our
new ‘home’ at 500 Rutherford Avenue.
Our employees have been taking advantage of the various amenities on
site, and the location is easily accessible from many different directions. The
space and convenience of Hood Park
make it a very nice fit for our staff, customers and visitors.” -Erika Glaster,
MTRS Executive Director.
MTRS’s mission is to ensure that members of the Massachusetts Teachers’
Retirement System achieve and maintain a successful and secure retirement
through responsible benefits administration, financial integrity and the
provision of outstanding services.
Please join us in welcoming them!

Making Plans for New Life
at Hood Park!
The past few years have seen significant reinvestment at Hood Park,
namely the conversion of the former warehouse at 500 Rutherford
Avenue North into two floors of office and laboratory space and the
extensive renovation of the common areas at both 500 and 510
Rutherford Avenue.

And now, the next step in the development of Hood Park – one that
will bring an entirely new use to the campus. A development proposal for a new building at 480 Rutherford Avenue has been filed
with the Boston Redevelopment Authority. Plans include construction of 177 rental apartments with approximately 10,000 square feet
of space on the ground floor for retail or office use.
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The building design includes
two levels of parking to accommodate approximately
90 vehicles. In response to
increasing ridership around
the Boston area, the parking
garage also will have a significant amount of space
dedicated to bike storage.
In addition to easy access to
downtown
Boston,
the
MBTA, and the neighborhoods of Charlestown, Somerville, and East Cambridge,
residents at the proposed building will enjoy amenities such as an on-site fitness center, ample interior
gathering areas for socializing, and an expansive south-facing terrace. The building is planned to be “pet
friendly” and will even include a dedicated dog-washing room!
The development of 480 Rutherford Avenue into an apartment building marks the continued growth of
residential buildings in the immediate area, including 171 apartments approved for development at 32
Cambridge Street – a.k.a. the “Graphic Arts” building on Sullivan Square – as well as the 60 rental units at
400 Rutherford Avenue that recently have been
completed.
Geoff Lewis of Colliers International, who is helping
to manage the permitting process with the
Charlestown neighborhood and the Boston Redevelopment Authority, is enthusiastic about the prospect
of bringing housing to Hood Park. “It’s a great place
for residential. It’s close to two T stops and walking
distance to downtown. We really want to make it
part of a mixed-use community and campus. There
will be people moving into the Hood Park that work
here and people already in the community who
want to live there and people who want to live there
to see if Charlestown is a good fit for them. We look forward to making it an integral part of
Charlestown.”

……...Hood Harvest……..

“Farmer Marie” from Green City Growers has been teaching employees at Hood Park how to grow vegetables with lessons in
planning, pest and disease management and harvesting. "It has been an extremely exciting and successful first year at Hood
Park! The folks who regularly attend had varied levels of experience, and over the course of the season they've learn to identify common pests and problems and are now well on their way to self-sufficient gardening!" Employees from many different tenants are embracing the program. According to Tony Otero at ERT, "I found the program exciting and energizing. Having the opportunity to learn
some extra practices and
add personal skills is an
invaluable investment of
our time. I praise this initiative very highly; may we
continue to benefit from
it!"

As of mid October, over 400 pounds of fresh produce was harvested during the inaugural growing season at Hood Park! Summer crops included
basil, beans, carrots, chard, chives, cucumbers, kale, peppers, scallions,
tomatoes and thyme. The majority of the harvest went home with employee participants, a portion went to Rita's Café and a portion was donated to Lovin' Spoonfuls, a Boston-area food rescue organization.

Jade from Broadview Networks adds, "It's great to
have the opportunity to
come out and spend an
hour (wish it's more) every
week to learn, see new
growth, touch dirt, and see
the wonder of nature! It's
fun to plant and most fun to
harvest and bring veggies
home. So much fun. And
Marie is great. Thank you!!"

Hood Park is very excited to
see our partnership with Green City Growers flourish as we continue to harvest the benefits into the Fall season. Fall crops
will include lots of leafy greens (chard, collards, kale and lettuce), as well as root crops like beets and radishes.

A Work in Progress . . .
Construction has begun on a new
Fitness Center at 500 Rutherford Avenue.
Located on the first floor near the north lobby, the space will be nearly twice as large as
the existing Fitness Center and will feature
state-of-the-art equipment, well-appointed
locker rooms, and increased area for lifting,
stretching and yoga. In addition, the new
floorplan will have easy access to showers
and changing areas that will be convenient
for runners and cyclists.

Hood Park Conveniences
 Sit back and relax. Shuttle Services are available from the visitor parking lot at 500 Rutherford Avenue South
Entrance to Sullivan Station. Hours are Monday through Friday between 7 am-10 am and 3 pm-6 pm.
 Wheels when you want them! Zipcars are located at the visitor parking lot at 500 Rutherford Avenue South Entrance. Zipcar requires membership and reservations. For details visit www.zipcar.com.
 Power up! The Electric Vehicle Charging Station is located in the parking lot, south of 510 Rutherford Avenue
and is available on a first come-first served basis.
 Get in a workout at our Fitness Center located on the first floor of 500 Rutherford Avenue featuring new fitness
equipment and renovated locker rooms. Hours are 6 am-7 pm . Key access is required; contact Nordblom Management at (781) 272-4000.
 For cyclists, we have outdoor Bicycle Racks located by the entrance of each building and Bicycle Repair Station
located between buildings 500 and 510. Showers are available in the Fitness Center locker rooms.
 24/7 Security Services provided by Securitas Security Services USA.

Café Hours
Daily 7:00 am to 2:30 pm
Breakfast 7:00 am to 10:30 am
Lunch 11:30 am to 2:00 pm

Full Service Breakfast & Lunch Grill, Salad Bar, Deli Sandwiches, Soups,
Fresh Entrees, and more.
Catering services also available. Contact Deb Rossi at (617) 389-1601.
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