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Monochrome is a line which divides 20th-century art from all that preceded it. Originating in 1917
with Kasimir Malevich's White Square on a White Ground, the development of the monochromatic
quickly accelerated in 1921 with Aleksandr Rodchenko's trio of paintings Jaune pur, Rouge pur, and
Bleu pur (Pure yellow, Pure red, Pure blue). Developed in the very different context of post-war
America, absfract expressionists such as Bamneft Newman and Mark Rothko, as well as artists as
various as Ellsworth Kelly and Patricia Johanson, irresistibly brought monochrome onto the public
stage. Outside the world of painting, the relationship between monochrome and photography is
long and complex, growing out of the technical limitations of the medium and developing into @
highly sophisticated mode of expression.

Monochrome's power springs from a paradox: highly restrictive and reductionist, while af the same
time aimed at the expansion, even the overcoming, of image-making. By placing rigorous limits on
color, other qualities are allowed to emerge. Mood, form, material, as well as questions of presence
and absence, come to the fore. Finally, monochromatic work opens one up to questions concerning
the popular representation of the passage of time: the past is marked off by sefting it in monochrome.
The work in this exhibition brings together these related strands of thought and practice to provide a
wide-ranging view of monochrome today.
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