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Individuals experiencing
homelessness served by
MICAH House in 2020.

34,284
Nutri�ous Meals Served

201
Families

Nights of Shelter
32,803

95%
The number of clients
who reported a yearly
income of $18,000 or less

Stats

  In January, we never could have anticipated how 2020 would unfold. �e 
year brought new challenges for the individuals who call MICAH House home – 
and you made sure they continued to have access to the things they needed to get 
back on their feet. 

      �e COVID-19 pandemic changed many of the ways we do things. 
Unfortunately, all of the program classes in the family shelter and the BUDDY 
Program came to a halt. Eating schedules were adjusted to limit capacity in the 
dining room. MICAH House’s volunteer program was suspended and in-kind 
donations were limited to only high-need items like cleaning supplies and food. 
�ese were not easy decisions to make, but they were what we needed to do to 
keep clients, sta�, and supporters safe. 

�roughout it all, there was good news. Your support allowed us to adapt to 
the changes in creative new ways to ensure… 
         

     Our fundraising e�orts needed to adapt as well. Like so many other things, 
our annual Champagne and Diamonds fundraiser became virtual. While it was 
not ideal, we are so grateful that our donors, supporters, and advocates showed 
up in a big way – and raised more than $86,000 for the families and women at 
MICAH House. 
      While this last year was unlike anything we experienced before, we are 
grateful for your support in keeping families and women safe today and 
secure tomorrow. Here is to another great year in 2021! Stay safe, be well. 

•  Strong internet access throughout the building so students could 
    continue to learn. 
•  Masks, hand sanitizer, and other personal protective equipment for clients and sta�. 
•  Fresh air continues to circulate with the addition of a new HVAC system that 
    achieves a 99.4% reduction of the surface strain of SARS-CoV-2 



100
Masks 
made 
by women

Stats

Women

Women 
Served

ONE 
New Case 
Worker
Added

23 Full-�me
2 Part-�me
2 On-call

House

MICAH STAFF

Pounds of Food Donated 2020 Newborns

Individuals
in housing
FREE of 
Subsidy 
Assistance

2727

132,520

83

3

MICAH House Clients

In the second year of opera�on, MICAH 
House’s women’s shelter looked a li�le 
different due to the pandemic. With limited 
class sizes, social distancing, and less �me 
congrega�ng in common areas, the women 
s�ll came together and offered valuable 
support, encouragement and empowerment 
to one another. They con�nued to learn new 
skills virtually through financial literacy, 
behavioral therapy, and trauma educa�on 
classes. Addi�onally, a new yoga and 
mindfulness class taught by Ilona Holland 
introduced the women to a wide range of 
holis�c wellness services focusing on the 
mind, body and soul.

Shelter

Facts

229

Children

Average
Age
of Children

377

Due to the pandemic, many of the standard 
classes and programs were put on hold to help 
maintain the safety of our clients, staff, and 
volunteers. Besides programs being paused, 
numerous other precau�ons were taken to 
keep everyone safe -- meal �mes were 
staggered, regular temperature checks and 
health screens were performed, and mask 
wearing occurred in all common areas. We 
also incorporated procedures for those who 
needed to quaran�ne. Staff and clients 
remained diligent in prac�cing good hygiene 
and keeping the shelter clean and sani�zed. 

6yrs.32.38
Average 
Length of Stay

Days

57%

38%
(331)

9.6%
(76)

36%
(316)

11.8%
(104)

.9%
(8)

5.2%
(46)

Adults

Children 0-12
Adolescents 13-17
Young Adults 18-24

Adults 25-44
Adults 45-64
Adults 65-84

AGES

43%

Youth

What our clients say:
“This is a safe, protected, peaceful environment.
  Everyone is kind, and very helpful. Thank you.”

“The staff is awesome. Staff is very caring and makes
  me feel like home away from home. I’m in a great
  place-very posi�ve.”

“This place is the biggest blessing in the world.”

Families
MICAH

6yrs.



Reasons to Celebrate
2020 Connec�ng with each other and the community during challenging �mes.

Things got spooky at MICAH House! Staff 
decorated the hallways within MICAH House to 
provide a safe trick-or-trea�ng op�on for 
families. Thanks to a generous dona�on, all 
kids received new costumes.

This year, parents were able to select gi�s for each of their children, the 
ladies in the Women’s Shelter wrote le�ers from Santa to each of the 
children, and each of the kids got a chance to talk virtually with Santa. 
There was so much holiday cheer, and we are grateful for everyone who 
helped make this possible. 

Halloween

MICAH Virtual Learning
When schools went virtual, 
MICAH House quickly went to 
work, ensuring that our 
students could access classes 
online throughout the shelter. 
Your donations provided 
additional wifi extenders to 
address dead zones and 
worked with parents to 
access resources.36

MICAH House
students
were from
different schools Thank you donors!

Another chilly year, 
but the Girl Scout 
Troop was able to 
host a couple of 
drive-thru booths 
un�l COVID shut 
everything down… 
MICAH House is 
proud!

1,000
Boxes sold

21
Girls par�cipated

Girl Scout Troop #64224

Christmas

Metro Area Continuum of Care 
for the Homeless

Through our partnership with MACCH, 
MICAH House was able to help 
individuals with first month’s rent, 
deposit, and/or rental assistance. 

16
17
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Women
Families
Individuals

MACCH

I Support the Girls collects and 
distributes essen�al items, 
including bras, underwear, and 
menstrual hygiene products, 
allowing women experiencing 
homelessness, impoverishment, 
or distress to stand tall with 
dignity.

"This is such a big event for me!"

Women’s Health

A MICAH House client in 
need said:

5,485 Bras

20,400 Tampons and pads

272 Pairs of new underwear

9,673 Hygiene products

2020 was the first full year 
of the program, during 
that time, products were 
distributed to 38 agencies 
in the area.

TOTAL ITEMS
DISTRIBUTED: 35,830

Partnership
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Board of Directors

President
Jennifer Fletcher
Methodist Jennie Edmundson Hospital

Vice President
Jeff Kern
Woodmen Life

Secretary
Paula Hazelwood
Advance Southwest Iowa

Treasurer
Brad Neely
Hy-Vee Food Stores

Dwyer Arce
Kutak Rock

Darryl Brown
Kingdom Builders Christian Center/
Charles Drew Health Center

Valarie Finney
Mutual of Omaha Community Affairs

YaMika Herard
Nebraska Vocational Rehabilitation

David Love
Toptal

Kirk Madsen
SilverStone Group

Lindsey Kahle
TS Bank

Jared Olson
HGM Associate

Kris�ne Plunke�
The Nebraska Enterprise Fund

Sara Porter
Heartland Properties

Tracy Sco�
Streck

Creative
Fundraising

2020 tested the resolve, determina�on and flexibility 
of families, communi�es, businesses, and non-profits. 
The mission of MICAH House in serving our guests 
became an even stronger guiding focus in our work. 
We adapted well to the changing landscape and are 
thankful to all our donors who supported us along the 
way.

Mustaches For Kids! May is for Mustaches – and MICAH 
House is proud to have been a part of 
the 2020 growing season. MICAH House 
was one of eight chari�es selected to 
receive support from Mustaches 4 Kids 
Omaha in 2020. Growers could select to 
support a specific charity or divide their 
dona�ons amongst all eight. MICAH 
House had 12 DEDICATED GROWERS 
who supported our mission with their 
lip sweaters – including MICAH House’s 
Execu�ve Director Jaymes Sime. 

$101,500
Raised

to provide safety and 
shelter to families and 
women experiencing 
homelessness. 

Jaymes “Tenuous Tuft” Sime

State Farm Neigborhood Assist
The State Farm Neighborhood Assist contest 
is a whirlwind event that allows supporters 
to vote for nonprofits. For the second �me, 
MICAH House was one of the top 200 
nonprofits to advance to the vo�ng round. 
For 10 days, MICAH House supporters and 
advocates showed up in a big way and,

helped us win Thank you!$25,000
While the Kentucky Derby race was postponed un�l the 
fall, Champagne and Diamonds raced on- to hos�ng our 
event online! The virtual event included many similar 
components as the in-person event. Supporters tuned 
in on-line, bid in the silent auc�on, and par�cipated in 
the diamond raffle. Other ways a�endees supported 
the event was through purchasing centerpieces, buying 
gi� cards to support local businesses, and giving 
directly to provide Nights of Shelter at MICAH House. 
Thank you to everyone who generously supported the 
event!

As MICAH House con�nues to grow, so does our need for support. The 
MICAH House STAR Society was created as a way to engage our most 

dedicated volunteers and supporters to con�nue to further our mission. 
The STAR Society works year-round to promote events, encourage dona�ons, and advocate 
for our mission. The group is small but mighty – and we are hoping to grown even more in the 
coming years. If you are interested in learning more contact Ashley at 712.323.4416 X 2111 

CHAMPAGNE
�����������

&d iamonds

And they’re off...!

May 1, 2021
Mark your calendar for 2021:

More fun to come! Stay tuned.

1415 AVENUE J. 
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA
51501

@MicahHouseIowa
712-323-4416
www.themicahhouse.org

Society
MICAH


