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MBTA could cut weekend
commuter rail service

Breaking: Comedian Don Rickles dies at 90

DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF

MBTA mechanics protested efforts to privatize the agency Monday. The T says it
could save $27.6 million by privatizing some bus garages.

By Nicole Dungca G L O B E S T A F F M A R C H 1 3 , 2 0 1 7

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority is proposing to eliminate
all weekend commuter rail service and tens of thousands of door-to-door
rides for passengers with disabilities, part of a slate of cost-cutting moves
meant to close a $42 million budget deficit.
The proposed cuts, far more dramatic than many advocates expected, could
potentially take effect in July and last for a year if they are approved by the
agency’s fiscal and management control board, but officials have yet to
present a clear timeline.
Stephanie Pollack, the state’s transportation secretary, said sharp reductions
are needed to balance the budget and invest more in other parts of the
agency.
She also indicated the agency is putting the idea forward to prompt a broad
debate over the MBTA’s priorities.
“We need to ask questions about what we want to run,” she said Monday.
The scope of the proposal spurred swift opposition. Paul Regan, executive
director of the MBTA Advisory Board, which represents the communities
that receive MBTA service, urged officials to reconsider scuttling weekend
commuter rail service.
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“I know it’s a tempting target, but [service] is as necessary on the weekends
as it is during the day,” he said. “There are people who rely on it.”
The board approved a preliminary budget for the next fiscal year, but made it
clear the proposed service cuts are not a certainty. A final budget is due April
15.
“At this point, I would not vote for this as a budget,” said Brian Lang, a board
member.
Under Governor Charlie Baker, the MBTA has adopted a number of
unpopular changes taking aim at its chronic financial woes, including fare
hikes and the elimination of late-night subway and bus service. But
Monday’s proposals were more sweeping.
Carolyn Villers, executive director of the Mass Senior Action Council, an
advocacy group for senior citizens, said cutbacks to The Ride, the agency’s
door-to-door service for disabled passengers, would have major
ramifications.
“For some, it would mean they lose access to their medical and family
connections,” she said. “Now, people are living in fear that they could lose
their transportation.”
Mayor Martin J. Walsh said at a news conference that canceling weekend
commuter rail service or trips for disabled riders would be difficult decisions,
and that he had concerns.
Eliminating weekend commuter rail service would save about $10 million,
officials said, while reducing certain trips on The Ride would save $7.4
million.

The MBTA is federally required to provide door-to-door service within
certain areas around bus and subway stops, but currently provides, for a
higher price, trips that go beyond those areas through The Ride. The MBTA
proposal would eliminate trips that are three-fourths of a mile away from
bus and subways stops, affecting areas in a dozen suburbs, including
Concord, Topsfield, and Medfield.
Cuts to The Ride would affect about 8,000 people and more than 200,000
trips, the MBTA estimated.
The Ride’s expense has made it a frequent target of budget cuts. The board
has met with advocates to study ways to reduce costs and recently
implemented a program using Uber and Lyft rides to supplement service.
But MBTA officials say more cuts are necessary.
Eliminating weekend commuter rail service would also affect thousands.
According to May 2016 statistics from Keolis Commuter Services, the
company that runs the commuter rail, trains provided about 8,300 trips
heading toward Boston on Saturdays and 4,500 on Sundays.
Keolis did not provide numbers on outbound trips in its report, but previous
counts have shown significantly more passengers. During fiscal 2013, about
25,700 trips were recorded on Saturdays, and about 21,000 on Sundays.

Continue Reading

Stay updated, right in your news feed.
Stay updated, right in your news feed.
Stay updated, right in your news feed.

Most Popular In Metro

THE SUMMER THAT CHANGED BOSTON
The nation was splintering, and Boston wasn’t immune. But something
was happening here. Boston had long treated its ball club as an
afterthought, but then on Opening Day 1967: the first glimmer of an implausible
dream.
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Only Hernandez is linked to ‘murder car’ and ‘murder
weapon,’ prosecutor says
In closing arguments, Aaron Hernandez’s defense team told jurors the
prosecution’s case was “riddled” with “lies” from star witness Alexander Bradley.
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Thunderstorms could spawn tornado in Southeastern Mass.
A powerful weather system dumped buckets of rain on Massachusetts
Thursday.
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R.I.P. Supreme Phil A. Buster, 1806-2017
The Supreme Court filibuster died on April 6, 2017. He was 211 years old.
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Commuter rail delays blamed on defect in new locomotives
Defects in the MBTA’s newest locomotives have left the system without
enough trains to provide full service.

MORE...

Motley to step down as UMass Boston chancellor
J. Keith Motley will step down at the end of the academic year amid a
cloud of unrest on the campus over its financial problems.
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Tito Jackson apologizes for pushing arm of WGBH reporter
Jackson, a Boston city council member and mayoral candidate,
apologized after the station manager sent him a letter of complaint about
the incident.
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‘Old Ironsides’ restoration nearing completion
During the restoration process, the ship has remained open to
visitors.
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Hodgson, Curtatone spar in heated debate over immigration
“We’re a country of laws,” Bristol Sheriff Thomas Hodgson said.
Somerville Mayor Joseph Curtatone pointed out laws apply to
undocumented immigrants as well.
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For social studies teachers, WWI presents a growing
challenge
Though the conflict set the stage for today’s complex problems, many
Americans know little about the war.
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Quadruplet brothers from Ohio are all accepted to both
Harvard and Yale
The Wade brothers have all been admitted at some of the nation’s top
universities, including each of them to both Yale and Harvard.

MORE...

MIT study shows deeper look at how memories are stored
The seeds of both short-term and long-term recollections are planted
nearly simultaneously in the brains of mice.
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Boston’s newest crop of ﬁreﬁghters is made up entirely of
veterans
Many of the veterans who graduated from the Boston Fire Academy had
seen combat overseas.
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Trial of man accused of poisoning Stephen Rakes set to begin
in Woburn
Willam Camuti allegedly poisoned Rakes, a former South Boston man
who was a victim of James “Whitey” Bulger, because he owed the victim money.
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Kennedy Institute reveres a Senate that doesn’t exist
Growing numbers of people have lost their faith, unable to imagine the
Senate as majestic.
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On Immigrants’ Day, advocates urge legislators to pass
‘sanctuary state’ bill
After speeches, a peaceful crowd of about 100 people hoisted signs

supporting immigrants in a rally on Boston Common.
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Lawyer in Dunkin’ butter case: $90,000 payout ‘not actually
proﬁtable’
An attorney explained why a settlement paying $90,000 to lawyers, but
just $500 to the man who brought the lawsuit, is not unfair.
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Boston schools ditch conventional world maps in favor of this
one
Social studies classrooms throughout the Boston public school system are
getting an upgrade some 448 years in the making.
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