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What More Can I Do to Help My
Struggling Readers? (Grades 4-12)
Katie McKnight, Ph.D.
Handout is Here:
www.KatherineMcKnight.com

What We Will Do in this Session
• Identify the Characteristics of the
Adolescent Struggling Reader.
• Copious Strategies and Ideas to Support
Adolescent Readers
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Components of Reading
Alphabetics: understanding and using the sounds that
make up words (phonemic awareness) and the letters that
correspond to those sounds (decoding) and being able to
relate the letters and sounds to the particular words they
represent (word recognition)
Fluency: identifying words accurately in an effortless
manner and being able to read them in text with appropriate
intonation, stress and phrasing
Vocabulary: knowing and understanding the meanings of
words and using them with flexibility and precision
Comprehension: the process and product of constructing
meaning from what is read, involving an interaction between
a reader and a text, for a purpose and within a context

The difference between
struggling and reluctant readers
• Motivating our students to
actually read.
• Creating choice and gathering
engaging resources.

For Older Readers, It’s About
Vocabulary and Comprehension
Vocabulary
and
Comprehension
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COMPREHENSION

More on Schema
The notes were sour because the seam
split.

Source: Alvermann, D. and Phelps, S. (2002). Content Reading and Literacy:
Succeeding in Today’s Diverse Classrooms. (5th Ed.).Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Read a Wide Variety of Texts
CHOICE! Students must read in every class.
CHOICE! Provide students with varied and
engaging texts.
Use strategies that support struggling readers.
CHOICE! Your classroom and school must
provide abundant access of engaging and
diverse reading materials.
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Discerning Text Patterns
• Look at the punctuation. Is there anything
unusual about it?
• Is there any repetition within the passage?
What is the effect of that repetition?
• How many types of writing are in the
passage? (For example, narration,
description, argument, dialogue, rhymed
or alliterative poetry, etc.)
• Can you identify paradoxes in the author’s
thoughts or styles?
• What is left out or kept silent?
10
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Six Ways to Use Textbooks
More Effectively
1. Empathy- Do you remember
when you had difficulty in a
subject and the text was
difficult?
2. Help the students to get started.
We need to “front-load” our
teaching (schema).
3. Don’t leave kids alone with
their textbooks.
4. Choose wisely. Be selective with
assignments. Be strategic about
what is most important.
5. Supplement richly.
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Visualization Matters!

Sequence Trails:
Explain and
Sketch
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Sequence Trails:
Explain and
Sketch

Wordless
Picture
Book

Free! Close Reading Posters
Download Here:
www.katherinemcknight.com
Or scan:

www.katherinemcknight.com
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Academic
Vocabulary

Vocabulary
Slide
Sample 1

Word
Detective
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As students brainstorm
information, the ABC
framework helps them
organize their thoughts.
Because a fact or point
of information must be
recorded for each
letter of the alphabet,
the students must dig
more deeply to retrieve
information for this kind
of brainstorm.
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