Close reading
Step one:
First Impression/ First read
What is the first thing you notice about the passage?

What is the second thing?

Do the two things you noticed
complement each other?

Contradict each other?

What mood does the passage
create in you?

Why?

Step two:
vocabulary and diction
Which words do you notice first? Why?
What is noteworthy about this diction?
How do the important words relate to one another?
Do any words seem oddly used to you? Why?
Do any words have double meanings?
Do they have extra connotations?
Look up any unfamiliar words.

Step three:
discerning text patterns
Does an image here remind you of an image elsewhere in
the book? Where? What’s the connection?
How might this image fit into the pattern of the book as a
whole?
Could this passage symbolize the entire word?
What is the sentence rhythm like? Short and choppy? Long
and flowing? Does it build on itself or stay at an even pace?
What is the style like?
Could this passage symbolize the entire word?
Look at the punctuation. Is there anything unusual about it?
Is there any repetition within the passage? What is the
effect of that repetition?
How many types of writing are in the passage? (For
example: narration, description, argument, dialogue, rhymed
or alliterative poetry, etc.)
Can you identify paradoxes in the author’s
thoughts or styles?
What is left out or kept silent?

Step four:
Point of View and Characterizations
How does the passage make us react to, or think about
any characters or events within the narrative?

Are there colors, sounds or physical description that
appeal to the senses?

Who speaks in the passage? To whom does he or she
speak? Does the narrator have a limited or partial point of
view?

Step five:
symbolism and metaphorical meanings
Are there metaphors? What kinds?
Is there one controlling metaphor? If not, how many
different metaphors are there, and in what order do they
occur? How might that be significant?
How might objects represent something else?
Do any of the objects, colors, animals, or plants appearing in
the passage have traditional connotations or meaning?

