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College and Career
Readiness Standards
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What is Formative Assessment?
• It is NOT a particular kind of measurement
instrument or tool.
• It IS a process that is fundamental and integral
to the effective practice of teaching and
learning.
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Qualities of Effective
Formative Assessment
• teachers making adjustments to teaching and
learning in response to assessment evidence;
• students receiving feedback about their
learning with advice on what they can do to
improve; and
• students' participation in the process through
self-assessment.
•

Black, P. J., & Wiliam, D. (1998b). Inside the Black Box: Raising standards through
classroom assessment. Phi Delta Kappan, 80, 139-48.
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Formative Assessment and CCR
• Formative assessment is receiving more
attention with CCR implementation.
• Often included with summative and interim
assessment as part of the “balanced
assessment model”
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Feedback and Assessment
• Students must monitor their own learning
which makes feedback critical.
• For teachers, it’s not just feedback, it’s helping
students to understand how to understand
learning and goals and assisting them to
develop the skills to make judgments about
their learning.
12
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From Theory to Practice
“Formative Assessment is a process used by
teachers and students during instruction that
provides feedback to adjust ongoing teaching
and learning to improve students’ achievement
of intended instructional outcomes.”
(FAST SCASS, 2008)
Source: Formative Assessment for Students and Teachers (FAST) State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards
(SCASS). (2008, October). Attributes of effective formative assessment. Paper prepared for the Formative Assessment for Teachers
and Students State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards of the Council of Chief State School Officers. Washington,
DC: Council of Chief State School Officers.
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Seeing Formative Assessment
in Action
• What do you notice about the classroom?
• What specific strategies are the teachers using
to provide students with feedback?
• How does or how can the teacher adjust their
instruction to meet the learning needs of
his/her students?
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Using U-P-S to
Collaborate and Solve
Problems
Grades 9-12,
Math, Geometry

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/upsproblem-solving-strategy
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
BUILDING BLOCKS
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Learning Progressions
“A Learning Progression clearly
articulates the trajectory along which
students are expected to progress to
improve in an area of learning and act
as a touchstone for formative
assessment. “
(Heritage, 2008).
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Learning Goals and Success Criteria
Learning goals and success criteria provide the
standard for which performance is compared
and feedback is generated.
Learning Progression provides the BIG PICTURE
of learning and leaning goals identify the
immediate learning. (ANCHOR GOALS AND
GRADE LEVEL ARTICULATIONS)
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Descriptive Feedback
• Feedback in a formative assessment model is
NOT in the form of a score or a grade.
• Descriptive Feedback is often manifested in
ideas, strategies, and tasks that the student
can use to work toward the next level of
learning.
• Remember! Feedback is intended to improve
learning WHILE that learning is happening.
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Self- Assessment and
Peer Assessment
• In addition to the process of selfassessment, peer feedback provides
the opportunity for students to
assess a peer’s learning against the
same performance criteria for their
own work.
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Collaboration
• Formative Assessment is a
partnership between students and
the teacher.
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79 Entrance Slip
! Grades 5—12
! All subjects
This graphic organizer prompts students to tap into their prior knowledge
and serves as an introduction to a new unit or topic. Entrance slips are
one of the most frequently used content literacy strategies because they
are so adaptable. They are effective tools for previewing content at the
beginning of a class period. This activity helps students focus on the topic
of the lesson and what they will be learning.
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Medium

Volcanoes

Distribute the entrance slip at the beginning of
class and give students about three minutes to
record their responses.

ENTRANCE
SLIP

I know...
• They spew lava.
• They are shaped like triangles with the tops cut off.

...

I know

• They also spew ash.
• The lava is really hot.
• Lava smoke from the volcanoes kill people.

I think...
• The dinosaurs became extinct after a volcano erupted.

k...

I thin

• Magma is when the lava forms magma rivers around the volcano.
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The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

Strongly Agree

Strongly
Disagree

Agree

Disagree

www.KatherineMcKnight.com
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Graphic Organizers
• Graphic organizers are a valuable tool for
students to organize new information and
develop new ideas about information.
• There are many graphic organizers available
and using a wide variety will enhance
teaching, learning, and assessment.
www.KatherineMcKnight.com
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Individual White Boards
• Students record their answer to a question or
prompt on individual whiteboards.
• On the teacher’s signal, the students show
their boards to the teacher.

www.KatherineMcKnight.com

www.KatherineMcKnight.com
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Sample Standards and Skills Based Assessment
Farmington, NM
Simple and Complex Goals
http://district.fms.k12.nm.us/Departments/Curriculum_
and_Instruction/
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