WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

Saturday, December 31– NEW YEARS Eve
4:00pm SFX Jim Strabley by Bev Strabley
6:00pm SG Living and Deceased members of both parishes

Stone Crossing: Vera Kompara
St. Joseph Care Center: Fran Montella, Jerry Nicolet (SG)

Sunday, January 1, 2017—New Years Day
10:30am SG Jim Mick by Wilis & Mary Wadsworth

ST. GABRIEL
Home: Shirl Bonar; Patricia Burman, Ivette Martinez

Monday, January 2—Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen
8:00am SFX Dick Contini by Mike & Ray Costello

Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane, Doris Ferguson.
St. Luke Minerva: Stella Kiko;
Alliance Community Care: Mary Wadsworth
The Pines: Roman Ritterbeck (3015 17th St. NW, Canton, OH 44708)

Tuesday, January 3—The Most Holy Name of Jesus
9:00am SG JoAnne Bennett by Ken Bennett

Prayer Chain for St. Gabriel and St. Francis:

Wednesday, January 4—St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
8:00am SFX Joseph Gardner by M/M John Hudson
Thursday, January 5—St. John Neuman
9:00am SG Tony & Diane Petrarca by Tim & Joanne Martin
Friday, January 6—St. Andre Bessette
9am SG Communion Service
Saturday, January 7—St. Raymond of Penyafort
4:00pm SFX Steve Marmo by Jackie Contini
6:00pm SG Joan Nicolet by Friends
Sunday, January 8—Epiphany
8:30am SFX Living and Deceased members of both parishes
10:30am SG Marti Rainone by George & Kathy Krauss

CHURCH SUPPORT:

May God bless you for your generosity to our parishes
on December 25, 2016
St. Gabriel: Adult $3,803; Loose $937; New Hall $81.52; Cap
Imp. $300.
St. Francis Xavier: Adult $4,091; Loose $104; New Hall $80.

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover-

ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the
parish in which you are formally registered. The
exception would be if you are making a donation to the
New Church Hall Fund., which should be made payable
to: St. Francis Church. Thanks.

STEWARDSHIP “And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” Luke 2:19
Mary is the perfect role model for living a stewardship lifestyle. She listened to God and said “yes” to His
invitation to be the Holy Mother of His son. She also trusted in the God’s providence on a daily basis. As we start a
new year, take time every day to listen to how God is calling you; trust that He has a better plan for you than you
could ever imagine.

VOCATION VIEWS: Honor your father and mother,
you wife, your husband, your children, your brother, your
sister. Family ties bind us in love and root us in faith.
What will you do to strengthen your family ties? (Sirach
3:2-6,12-14)

CHRISTMAS/EPIPHANY DINNER:

SICK AND SHUT-INS OF THE PARISH

For the prayer list for St. Francis, please call Dolores Hudson
at 330-863-0273; For St. Gabriel, please call Darlene Mackey
at 330-868-6639.
FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED: Please call Parish
Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request home
visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The Eucharistic Ministers are not to make these arrangements. Whenever
one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care facility
please inform the Admissions Office you are Catholic and
your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act, hospitals
no longer give out personal information.

ADORATION AT ST GABRIEL: St. Gabriel is
in need of adorers for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
on Tuesdays from 3-4pm. If you are able to help, please
contact Bill Pilati at 330-868-5794.

SYMPATHY: St. Gabriel and St. Francis
parishioners offer our prayers of sympathy to
Margaret McBride and son Rick, of St. Gabriel, and all family members, on the death of
her aunt Mildred Rennier (101). Mildred was
a long time member of St. Francis and will be
greatly missed. May all of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER & DECORATIONS

Additional memorials:
Mildred & Ralph Blackburn by Thom & Jeanette Blackburn
Neal & Leonard Smith by Thom & Jeanette Blackburn
Adam Bertram by Tom & Jeanette Blackburn
In Honor of the Smith/Danner Family by Thom & Jeanette Blackburn
In Honor of the Blackburn/Almasy family by Thom &
Jeanette Blackburn

THANK YOU

Thank You to all of our Parishioners,
Visitors and those who help to support
our parishes during the year, especially
all who assist in the various ministries
such as Lectors, Ushers, Special
Ministers of the Eucharist, Mass
Servers, Choir and Music ministers, Church Decorators,
Cleaning crews and faithful Contributors. May God Bless
you in the New Year. Fr. Victor Cinson

“Come Together, Build Our Future,
“Leave a Legacy”
Help keep the momentum growing. Support
Our “New Parish Hall” Building Fund Drive.
Help us get to get over the top!

Offerings as of 11/14/2016:
$254,294.00 Pledges & Gifts [Goal $350,000]
$ 55,560.00 Brick, Block and Window Pledges
$ 309,854.00 Sub-total
$ 79,169.41 Fundraisers/Organization gifts
$ 12,553.00 Memorial Donations.
$401,576.41 Total of Pledges and Gifts

GOOD NEWS!
COMING SOON: A NEW
BEGINING!

I noticed a response on one of the MAP Surveys completed
for the Diocese recently that said, “Start New Hall construction!” Nothing would make me and the
members of the Building Committee and
Parish Council happier than to begin construction right away. Bishop Foys would
often tell the story of a Pastor who was
giving a report to the Building Committee on the progress of
their campaign. The pastor said, “I have some good news
and some bad news. The good news is that we have ALL of
the money we need for our project. The bad news is that it
is still in your wallets!”
One of the reasons our project is taking so long is that the
Diocese requires that we have a certain amount of money in
the bank and in pledges before we can begin. Some people
have been hesitant to make a pledge (commitment) of a certain amount of money over a five year period until they “see
something happen.” Yet not much can happen until we have
something to show the Bishop’s Office. Thanks to many
who have made gifts and pledges already; we are closer to
determining how much we will need to borrow in order to
start our New Hall Project. We hope to have all of the preliminary design work, diocesan and state approvals very
soon. Our time line is to be able to put our project out for bid
this winter and begin in the Spring of 2017. We estimate the
amount borrowed to be in the range of $400,000—$600,000.
Information sheets and pledge cards available are in the
narthex of the church, parish Web Site , or by calling the
Parish Office. Please prayerfully consider ways in which
you may be able to help make this project a reality.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: stgabriel-stfrancis.org

The parishioners, families, friends, guests of St.
Gabriel and St. Francis are cordially invited to
attend the Christmas/Epiphany Dinner held on
Sunday January 8th at St. Francis Xavier
Hall, Malvern at 1pm. There will be plenty of good food
and fellowship to share, prizes for the adults and games and
prizes for the kids and special door-prizes. Please join us.
Meat, table service and beverages will be provided. Just
bring a covered dish if you are able, if not, just bring yourself! Use the sign-up sheet in the narthex of each church to
help us in our preparations. Mark your calendar and plan to
come!

PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY: It’s

time again to update our Parish Photo Directory.
LifeTouch will be here to photograph every
household/family in our two parishes. They
will be at St. Gabriel from March 14—18, 2017, at St. Francis from March 23-25 and they will return to St. Francis
April 17 and 18 to finish anyone who was not able to attend
the first sessions. Mark your calendar and watch the bulletin for more info.

RCIA: Sessions will continue on January 4,

2017.. If you, or someone you know, would
like to explore and/or join the Catholic faith call
Linda Shaw, or Fr. Victor Cinson at the Parish
Office: 330-868-4498.
2017 CHURCH CALENDARS: Home calendars are
available in the narthex of each church. Thanks to Bartley
Funeral Home for generously sponsoring our 2017 calendars. Take one home as a reminder of the feasts for the new
year.

NEW MINISTER SCHEDULE: The new minister

schedule for the months of February—April, including Holy
Week and Easter, will be coming out soon. Please write
down exceptions and turn them into the office. All ministers
will be scheduled from both parishes for Holy Week, unless you send a note to the office that you are not available.
You may drop your exceptions in an envelope in the collection basket if you’d like. Make sure they are to the church
office no later than Monday, January 16.

THANK YOU: We would like to

thank all who made our Christmas play a
wonderful experience this year! The
kids did a great job and had lots of fun.
Thank you Karla Bolanz for the inspiration and organization of this event. Thanks also to the parents and families who participated, and all who assisted, especially Amanda Toussant, Jenna Jeffery, Mark Bolanz,
Michele Fescemyer, Pam Moody and Linda Green for
giving of your time and talent.

DINNER OUT: The next Justice and

CWC NEWS:

St. Gabriel CWC meeting will be held Wed. Jan. 4, 2017 at
12 Noon in the Annex meeting rooms of St. Ga-briel. Lunch
will be served. All ladies of the parish are invited to attend.
Senior Luncheon will be held on Wed. Jan. 25 at 12 Noon
(weather permitting) in the annex meeting rooms of St. Gabriel. Al senior From both St. Gabriel and St. Francis are
welcome to attend. Please sign the sheet in the gathering
space at either church.
St. Francis CWC Mark your Calendars for April 30, 2017
for the Annual Quarter Auction held at St. Francis Xavier.
Volunteers are needed to help. Please call Jan Prevot 330863-7089 for more info

A NEW
YEAR’S
GREETING
FROM THE
PASTOR

A special “Thank
You” to all who
sent cards, gifts,
“goodies” and
greetings at
Christmas. Most
of all thanks for the gift of your gifts of time, talent and
treasure to each of our parishes throughout the year. You
make my ministry here “with” and “for” you these past
twelve years a “j-o-y.” You make my burdens as shepherd of St. Francis and St. Gabriel light. I look forward to
all of the exciting things 2017 has in store for us.
As our plans progress, in 2017 we will begin construction
of a new Social Hall which will give both parishes a place
to meet for social functions, for educational opportunities
for youth and adults, to celebrate special milestones in our
lives as a parish and as a family, and a place to reach out
to the wider community in faith, love, service and fellowship. This is an exciting time for both of our parishes. I
sincerely believe that the more that we do together as one,
united Catholic Community of Malvern and Minerva, the
greater our chances for survival as viable parishes in the
northern part of the Diocese of Steubenville. The old
saying is very true, “United we stand, divided we fall!”
Please help me in our work together as we grow in faith
and share the “Good News” of Jesus Christ in the Roman
Catholic tradition.

Social Concerns dinner out at the
Minerva Senior Center, 1200 Valley St.,
Minerva is Thursday, January 5 at 5pm.
You should arrive at the center no later
than 4:45pm. The cost is $6 and the menu this month
will be Beef Roast with mashed potatoes and gravy, 7
layer salad and yummy dessert. Bread and drink are
also included. RESERVATIONS A MUST: Call
Norma Marko at 330-868-4502 or the Senior Center at
330-868-6004 NO LATER than 5pm the day before
the dinner.

TUESDAY “FAITH & FELLOWSHIP”

Tuesday morning study group at St. Gabriel Annex
classroom, 10:00 am. We are studying Day by Day
Through Advent by Saint Theresa of Calcutta.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY

Thursday Evening Bible Study meets in the annex
room of St. Gabriel's from 7-8:30 pm. Please join us
for Advent. Pete & Denise Laubacher 330-868-3808.
PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN:
December 31/January 1 Pasta & Fixin’s
January 7/8 Flour, sugar & shortening
Please place items in shopping cart in St. Gabriel hallway, and the marked boxes in the St. Francis coatroom

A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright,
even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you
when people and their causes need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you
For the year ahead.
~Anonymous

ST. GABRIEL

ST. FRANCIS

400 West High Street • Minerva, OH 44657
125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH 44644
OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657
PHONE: 330-868-4498
EMAIL: smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE: stgabriel-stfrancis.org
PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498
SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine
FAITH FORMATION DIRECTOR: Ms. Linda Shaw
PSR COORDINATOR: Mrs. Denise Laubacher
SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610
St. Francis 330- 863-0760

OFFICE HOURS:
9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday; 9am—2pm Friday
REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00pm at St. Francis
6:00pm at St. Gabriel
Sunday:
8:30am at St. Francis
10:30am at St. Gabriel
Weekdays 8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis
9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel
9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service
[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]

Holy Days of Obligation
Vigil (evening before) 7:00pm at St. Francis
Holy Day 9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel

CONFESSIONS
Saturday:
2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel
3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be cancelled

when there is a wedding at either church. Check weekly bulletin.]

BAPTISMS
Parents are to call the Parish Office to arrange for a
preparation meeting. The child need not yet be born to make
these arrangements.
MARRIAGES
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally
at least 6 months prior to the desired date. No date will be
set until this meeting takes place.

BULLETIN DEADLINE:
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in
writing by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITIONS:

“Octave” comes from the Latin word for “eight,” and
since eight is one step beyond seven, the number of days in
a week, it has long been seen as a symbol of perfection,
completion, and new beginnings. Early Christians called
Sunday the “eighth day,” since it was the day after the
Sabbath and a day of resurrected life, the Lord’s Day. By
the seventh century, people regarded the eight days after
Easter Sunday as one great day, an octave, one glorious
feast when people were forbidden to fast or kneel. In the
seventh century, Pentecost acquired an Octave, too.
Christmas didn’t claim the honor of a continuous feast, but
it did get an Octave Day. January 1 is the oldest Marian
feast, the Octave of Christmas. It was originally a feast of
the motherhood of Mary, although for centuries until 1969
it was called the Feast of the Circumcision. Our reformed
calendar follows the earlier tradition of celebrating Mary as
Mother of God.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

THE BLESSING WE RECEIVE

The blessing we experience in
Christ Jesus is proclaimed in
Numbers as the special blessing for
the people of Israel. They and we are
to be blessed by the invocation of
God’s loving kindness, the shining
glory of God’s face turned toward us in love, not away from
us in anger. We are blessed by God’s own peace!
Our wish and our hope are fulfilled in this blessing,
which is made visible in the coming of Jesus. In Jesus, the
image of the invisible God, God’s face is shown to us and
God’s presence is made known to us in faithful and loving
kindness.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Please keep me in your prayers as you have a place in
mine. One of my favorite quotes sums it up the best, ‘For
all that has been. Thank You. For all that is to come.
Yes!” —Dag Hammarskjold. Best wishes for a very
Happy New Year! Sincerely, Fr. Victor Cinson

SOLEMNITY OF MARY - JANUARY 1, 2017

