WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 25—The Annunciation of the Lord
4:00pm SFX Angie Cinson by David & Barbara Cinson
6:00pm SG Edward S. Koniecko by Family
Sunday, March 26—4th Sunday of Lent
8:30am SFX Living and Deceased members of both parishes
10:30am SG Michael Canestraro by
Monday, March 27
8:00am SFX Joseph Monsman by Bob & Joanne Cinson
Tuesday, March 28
9:00am SG Special Intention by Clis & Tom Staufer
Wednesday, March 29
8:00am SFX Isabelle Burkhart by Family
Thursday, March 30
9:00am SG Ruth Pilati by Coletta Crawford
Friday, March 31
9am SG Communion Service
Saturday, April 1
4:00pm SFX Jim Strabley by Beverly Strabley
6:00pm SG Living and Deceased members of both parishes
Sunday, April 2—5th Sunday of Lent
8:30am SFX Richard Wackerly by Jan & Kim Wackerly
10:30am SG Sam & Alma Williams by John & Jan Keating

CHURCH SUPPORT:

May God bless you for your generosity to our parishes
on March 19, 2017
St. Gabriel: Adult $1,684; Loose $86; Cap Imp. $15; New
Hall $25; Flowers $115.
St. Francis Xavier: Adult $1,996; Loose $129; New Hall $540;
Flowers $385.

SICK AND SHUT-INS OF THE PARISH
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

Stone Crossing: Vera Kompara
St. Joseph Care Center: Fran Montella, Jerry Nicolet (SG)
ST. GABRIEL
Home: Shirl Bonar; Ivette Martinez
Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane, Doris Ferguson.
St. Luke Minerva: Stella Kiko;
Carroll Health Care: Mary Wadsworth
Community Care Alliance: John Hoover
The Pines: Roman Ritterbeck
3015 17th St. NW, Canton, OH 44708)
McCrea Manor: Sandra Romano
2040 McCrea Street, Alliance, Ohio 44601
Prayer Chain for St. Gabriel and St. Francis:
For the prayer list for St. Francis, please call Dolores Hudson
at 330-863-0273; For St. Gabriel, please call Darlene Mackey
at 330-868-6639.
FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED: Please call Parish
Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request home
visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The Eucharistic Ministers are not to make these arrangements. Whenever
one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care facility
please inform the Admissions Office you are Catholic and
your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act, hospitals
no longer give out personal information.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS

During this Lenten time of Purification and
Enlightenment, we ask for your continued
prayers for our Candidates (those already baptized) preparing for entrance into the Catholic Church at the Easter
Vigil: Cynthia Deeter, Makenzie Jordan and Nancy
Jurkiewicz. Their pictures are displayed in the Gathering Space of each church. Please pray for them and make
them feel welcome among us.
K OF C PANCAKE BREAKFAST: The final Pancake

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover- Breakfast for the summer will be on Sunday, April 2 at St.
ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the
parish in which you are formally registered. The
exception would be if you are making a donation to the
New Hall Fund., which should be made payable to: St.
Francis Church. Thanks.

Gabriel Church Hall from 9am—12:30pm. Adult $5,
children ages 6-12 $2 and ages 5 and under free. Come
and share a delicious breakfast with your family and
friends.

ST. GABRIEL CWC NEWS: The April meeting

STEWARDSHIP “Not as man sees does God see, be- of the St Gabriel CWC will be Wed. Apr. 5 at Noon in the
cause man sees the appearance but the Lord looks into the
heart.” 1 SAMUEL 16:7
How often do we invest our time, talent and treasure in creating an appearance that does not matter at all to
God? We strive to impress with our clothing, home, career, possessions, car and other marks of distinction. But
none of these illusions of greatness will impress God. Instead, He will look into our hearts to see how much we
loved Him, how much we loved others and how we
showed that love by the way we used our time, talents and
treasure here on earth.

annex meeting rooms. Lunch will be served. Following
the business meeting the ladies will be making favors for
the Mother/Daughter Dinner, which is schedule for May
17, 2017. Come share you creativity! The CWC has received additional copies of The Mother of Hope Deanery
Cookbook. The cookbooks are full of wonderful original
recipes. The cost is $10 each. Contact Judy Wood at 330
-868-5627 if you are interested in purchasing one.
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: stgabriel-stfrancis.org

“Come Together, Build Our Future,
“Leave a Legacy”
Help keep the momentum growing. Support
Our “New Parish Hall” Building Fund Drive.
Help us get to get over the top!

Pledge Amounts as of 3/20/2017:
$260,639.00 Pledges & Gifts
$ 57,760.00 Brick, Block and Window Pledges
$ 318,399.00 Sub-total [Pledge Goal $350,000]
$ 79,169.41 Fundraisers/Organization gifts
$ 13,703.00 Memorial Donations.
$411,271.41 Total of Pledges and Gifts

KEEP UP YOUR PRAYERS AND
HELP!

One of the next steps in following our
Diocesan Building Guidelines is to submit a
Financial Plan to the diocese on our sources
of funding and payment of loans. From the
beginning of this project, the Diocese has
required that we meet three sources of funding: one-third of the project in pledges, onethird in cash/savings, and one-third in loans. In the time that
has elapsed since our original projections some unforeseen
expenses have come to light and so we are still in need of
extra sources of funding. Our Finance Committee is working
on ways of dealing with this situation.
We hope to address this by seeking extra sources of pledges (new and additional ones), other gifts and grant money, enlisting your time and talent in assisting with fundraisers, and by inviting others from the wider community to help support our project. The successful
completion of this project will give both of our parishes
greater hope for future survival and a way to offer a viable
Catholic presence in the northernmost part of our Diocese.
We need to hear as soon as possible from anyone who has
not yet had an opportunity to make a pledge, or gift. We
invite all visitors to help in whatever
way possible. Invite former parishioners and family members to help as
they are able. No gift is too small!
Thanks to the many who have already responded. Please
pray for the success of our project. Information sheets and
pledge cards are available in the narthex of the church,
parish Web Site , or by calling the Parish Office. Thanks
and God Bless!

LENTEN REFLECTION:
“I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.” (Jn 8:12)
Today we see the story of the man born
blind, to whom Jesus gives sight. It opens with
a blind man who begins to see and it closes
with the alleged seers who remain blind in soul. John narrates the miracle in just two verses, because he does not
want to draw attention to the miracle itself, but rather to the
discussions it arouses. The blind man who is healed attains
faith, and this is the greatest grace that Jesus grants him: not
only to see, but also to know Him, to see in Him, “the light
of the world”.
The blind man’s journey is a journey in stages that
begins with the knowledge of Jesus’ name. He says: “The
man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes”. Following the questions of the lawyers, he first considers him a
prophet and then a man who is close to God. Once he has
been banished from the temple, Jesus finds him again and
“opens his eyes” for the second time, by revealing his own
identity to him: “I am the Messiah”, he tells him. At this
point the man who had been blind exclaims: “Lord, I believe!” This makes evident the drama of inner blindness.
Our lives are similar to that of the blind man who
opened himself to the light, who opened himself to God,
who opened himself to grace. Sometimes unfortunately, we
are similar to the doctors of the law–from our pride we judge
others. Today, we are invited to open ourselves to the light
of Christ, to eliminate unchristian behaviors that are sins.
We must repent; eliminate these behaviors in order to journey well along the way of holiness, which has its origin in
our baptism.
How might I better open myself to God’s gifts
and use them to help others?

DATE

CELEBRATE LENT 2017

ALL Fridays
of LENT

Days of Abstinence: Abstain from eating meat
in union with Christ. The Church is “confident
that no Catholic Christian will lightly hold himself excused from this penitential practice“ (U.S.
Conference Catholic Bishops).

EVERY MONDAY AT 7PM.
ALTERNATING
LOCATIONS

“Stations of the Cross with Pope
Francis” March 27 at
St. Francis, Malvern.

AFTER
STATIONS
MONDAY (8PM)
Also repeated on
Thursday at 1pm
Annex St. Gabriel.

“Into the Heart of God: Jean Vanier
Explores the Gospel of John in the Holy
Land.” Topic this week: "Jesus Lowers Himself"

FREE booklet

“Living Lent With Love: Encouragement and Daily Prayers from Pope
Francis.”

meditations by
Pope Francis

Scripture discussed is John 13:1-38. Video and Discussion facilitated by Linda Shaw. Same location as
Stations of the Cross.

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT
OF
RECONCILIATION—
CONFESSION:

Our Lenten Communal Penance Service will
be held on Tues, April 4 at 7pm at St.
Francis Church, Malvern. We invite all
from the Minerva, Malvern, Morges,
Carrollton, and
Waynesburg area to attend this special service. There
will be several visiting priests to assist with the hearing of
individual confessions. All Catholics are asked to celebrate this sacrament at least once a year. Parents have the
obligation of preparing and providing the opportunity for
their children to celebrate this sacrament of God’s love
and forgiveness.

ST GABRIEL Fish Fry dinners at St.

Gabriel will BEGINS this Friday, Feb. 24
from 4:30-7pm. There will be sign-up
sheets in the narthex of the church for volunteers. Please watch the bulletin for more
info. If you have question, please call Ralph Halter at 330
-205-5958 or Dave Cinson at 330-205-1324.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER Fish fry dinners

will begin on Friday, March 3rd from 57pm in the social hall. There are sign-up
sheets in the narthex of the church for volunteers. Please watch the bulletin for more info.
If you have questions, please call Sheri Schott at 330-8632280.

QUARTER AUCTION: This year the

Quarter Auction is schedule for April 30th.
Doors open at 12:30pm and the auction begins at
2pm. The “Basket Tree” is now in the narthex of
St. Francis Church. Please return your basket
before April 9th. Baskets received after April 9th will
not make the program and will be assigned to the silent
auction. Tickets are now available for both the Quarter
Auction and the Raffle. If you would like to purchase tickets, please contact Jan Prevot at 330-863-0789 or Jackie
Contini at 330-863-0740.

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Thursday evening bible study continues with the study of
the pastoral letters of Titus and 1st & 2nd Timothy, followed by the Letter to the Hebrews. Come and discover
more about these books of the New Testament, and St.
Paul's writings. All are welcome, and bibles are available;
the New American Bible translation (NAB) is used.

HOLY WEEK CHOIR:

St. Francis and St. Gabriel choirs will combine for Holy
Week again this year at St. Gabriel Church. Practice is
Wed. Mar. 29th from 7-8pm, at St. Gabriel. Anyone
from either church is welcome to sing with the group. No
need to call ahead, just come to the practices.

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES

The date of Confirmation is approaching for 26 of our
parishes' teens. Confirmation takes place on Saturday
April 22nd, at St. Francis during the 4 pm
Mass. There will be a short practice for all the
candidates on Sunday April 2nd, during regular PSR
time at St. Gabriel's beginning at 9 am. Sponsors do
not need to attend. Please be sure your student is on
time promptly for PSR that day; they will meet in their
usual classroom then proceed to the main church for
practice with the confirmation team. The K of C
breakfast follows. If you have questions please contact
Denise Laubacher 330-868-3808.

RICE BOWL: We encounter Ma-

ria in Mexico, where a community of
hardworking women share joys, sorrows and fellowship while growing
economic opportunity at a greenhouse. How have
your communities helped you encounter Christ anew
this Lent? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

PRESCHOOL PSR - APRIL 2nd

Our next Preschool PSR session is on April 2nd
during regular PSR time 9 am - 10:15 am. We have
enjoyed our preschoolers this year and thank our youth
leaders for their help in leading this special time of
early faith development for our parish children.

PSR ROLLER SKATE
PARTY

A skate party has been scheduled
for our parishes PSR children and
families, TODAY Sunday March
26th, at Minerva Skate Rink from 4
-6 pm. Free Admission! Skate rental is $1 for quad
skates, $2 for roller blades, or bring your own skates,
and skate for free! This fun event comes to you by the
parishes' Youth Group. If you see a Youth Group
member, thank them :)

ADORATION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

St. Gabriel is in need of volunteers for the hour of
Wednesdays 8-9am for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. If you can give of your time, please contact
Bill Pilati at 330-868-5794.

ST. GABRIEL

ST. FRANCIS

400 West High Street • Minerva, OH 44657
125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH 44644
OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657
PHONE: 330-868-4498
EMAIL: smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE: stgabriel-stfrancis.org
PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498
SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine
FAITH FORMATION/RCIA DIRECTOR:
Ms. Linda Shaw
PSR COORDINATOR: Mrs. Denise Laubacher
SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610
St. Francis 330- 863-0760

OFFICE HOURS:
9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday; 9am—2pm Friday
REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00pm at St. Francis
6:00pm at St. Gabriel
Sunday:
8:30am at St. Francis
10:30am at St. Gabriel
Weekdays 8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis
9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel
9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service
[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]

Holy Days of Obligation
Vigil (evening before) 7:00pm at St. Francis
Holy Day 9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel

CONFESSIONS
Saturday:
2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel
3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be cancelled

when there is a wedding at either church. Check weekly bulletin.]

BAPTISMS
Parents are to call the Parish Office to arrange for a
preparation meeting. The child need not yet be born to make
these arrangements.
MARRIAGES
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally
at least 6 months prior to the desired date. No date will be
set until this meeting takes place.

BULLETIN DEADLINE:
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in
writing by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
The church slowly developed customs of reserving
some portion of the eucharistic sacrifice for the sake of the
dying. Today’s custom of placing this portion in a
tabernacle for prayer and adoration by the faithful cannot be
traced back much beyond the year 1,000, much to almost
everyone’s surprise. There is simply no historical evidence
of the Blessed Sacrament being present in a church for the
purpose of having the faithful visit it or pray before it earlier
in the church’s history. People did visit, of course, but the
center of their attention was the altar, symbol of Christ’s
sacrifice and the touchpoint between heaven and earth.
Shrines and devotional altars abounded in medieval
churches, but anything we might describe as a Blessed
Sacrament chapel would be hard to find.
Amazingly, the Eucharist was first kept in private
houses for the purpose of Holy Communion at home. As for
church, the custom gradually developed of suspending a
vessel shaped like a dove somewhere in the church, often
over the altar. In the hovering bird, a few hosts, enough to
satisfy the pastoral needs of the dying, would be secreted.
The priest would lower the dove on a pulley as needed, but
it wasn’t a focus of devotion by visitors to the church. It
was simply a way of reassuring bishops who were nervous
about safeguarding the Eucharist. The dove solution caught
on in England and France after Crusaders came in contact
with the custom in their travels in the Orthodox East.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

VOCATION VIEWS: The Lord looks into the heart.

What does he see? We are given the gift of sight and insight. Look into the heart with love. (1Samuel 16:6-13& John
9:1-49)

PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN:
March 25/26 Canned fruits and veggies
April 1/2 Paper products (necessities)

LENTEN DAY OF SPIRITUALITY FOR
ALL WOMEN of the Diocese will beheld on Sat.

April 1 at 10am at St. Mary Church in St. Clairsville.
The program titled “Lessons from our Catholic Tradition and Neuroscience and the Grateful Life: Living
in Awareness of God’s Daily Gifts” will be presented
by Anne Kertz Kernion of Wexford, PA. The fee of
$25 is payable in advance. Call Judy Wood at 330418-1067 (SG) or Jan Prevot (SFX) at 330-863-0789
for reservations.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT– MARCH 26, 2017

