our parishes meet our 2017 Target Goal.
St. Gabriel went over the goal by $6,229 which
will be returned to the parish. St. Francis Xavier has just
reached their goal! It is still not too late to make a gift to
your parish, perhaps a Christmas Gift, or Year End Donation. Offering it through the D/PSC is the best way, since
all gifts will be returned to the parish tax free. All gifts are
tax deductible. God Bless you!

BELL RINGERS A sign-up sheet is located in the
narthex of each church asking for individuals (high school
-adult) to volunteer at least one hour to ring the bells at
the kettles at Kishman’s and Shopco. This activity supplies the operating budget to assist the needy in our area
throughout the year. Our area covers Malvern/Brown
Twp. and Minerva. Volunteers are needed. Please help!

K OF C PANCAKE BREAKFAST will be held

this Sun. Dec. 3 from 9am—12:30pm at St. Gabriel
Church Hall. Adult $5, children 6-12 $2 and under 6 free.
Please join us for a breakfast of pancakes, eggs, 3 sausage
links and hash browns. Thank you to all who supported
the last Pancake Breakfast. All are welcome to attend the
best breakfast in town!!!

CHRISTMAS

FLOWERS/DECORATIONS:

Your envelope packet has a special one for “Christmas
Flower Donations”. Please fill out the front of the envelope with the names of the people you would like to have
memorialized and printed in the Flower Insert of the
Christmas Bulletin. Return it to the office, in the collection basket, or by mail. Deadline for the intention to be
printed in the Christmas bulletin is December 17. Any
intentions received after that date will be printed in the
following bulletin. For questions, please call the office.

LECTOR BOOKS: The new Lector Workbooks are
in the narthex of either church in alphabetical order. If
you don’t find yours, please contact the church office at
330-868-4498.

2018 CHURCH CALENDARS: Home calendars

are available in the narthex of each church. Thanks to
Bartley Funeral Home for generously sponsoring our 2018
calendars. Take one home as a reminder of the feasts for
the New Year.

PHOTO DIRECTORY: We are still waiting to proof
the directory. As soon as we are able to complete that
process, the books should be here soon after.

VOCATION VIEWS: Advent is a time of watching and
waiting. Are you open to the surprising ways God comes
to you? Be attentive to God’s call in the ordinary. (Mark
13:33-37)

THE GIVING TREE

ST. FRANCIS: All gifts have to be returned To St.
Francis by Sunday, December 17. Please make sure
you sign the list next to the name you take. Attached to
the paper ornament are two labels; one label has the
information about the child you need to know, the other
label has their name. Please put the label with just the
name on it on the gift so it can be put
with the right family. Thank you for
your cooperation and helping make
a child’s Christmas better. If you
have any questions, contact Jackie
Contini – 330-863-0740.
ST.

GABRIEL: The Angel Tags
give suggestions and sizes for a particular child.
The gifts can be
wrapped (if you wish). Please attach the angel Tag to
the gifts and return to St. Gabriel by December 12 after the 10:30am Mass. Any questions, please call Julie
Lane at 330-205-4135. Thanks to all who have continually given and those who will help this year. The happiness you will give to some child cannot be measured!
JUSTICE AND SOCIAL
CONCERNS COMMITTEE Christmas Food Boxes

The Social Just Committee is still
collecting non-perishable foods for the
Christmas Baskets. We will be taking a
special collection at the end of Mass on Sunday December 9th. All donations will help offset the church’s purchasing of groceries. We still need help packing and
distributing the boxes. If anyone is interested please call
Ryan Irwin at 330-205-5475.

PARISH YOUTH GROUP

We will meet THIS Sunday, December
3rd in the Annex Classrooms at NOON for
planning and a light lunch. We welcome
your suggestions on how to make our
Youth Group better. Plan on joining us and invite a
friend.

ST. GABRIEL

ST. FRANCIS

400 West High Street • Minerva, OH 44657
125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH 44644
OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657
PHONE: 330-868-4498
EMAIL: smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE: stgabriel-stfrancis.org
PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498
SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine
FAITH FORMATION/RCIA DIRECTOR:
Ms. Linda Shaw
PSR COORDINATOR: Mrs. Denise Laubacher
SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610
St. Francis 330- 863-0760

OFFICE HOURS:
9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday; 9am—2pm Friday
REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00pm at St. Francis
6:00pm at St. Gabriel
Sunday:
8:30am at St. Francis
10:30am at St. Gabriel
Weekdays 8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis
9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel
9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service
[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]

Holy Days of Obligation
Vigil (evening before) 7:00pm at St. Francis
Holy Day 9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel

CONFESSIONS
Saturday:
2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel
3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be cancelled

when there is a wedding at either church. Check weekly bulletin.]

BAPTISMS
Parents are to call the Parish Office to arrange for a
preparation meeting. The child need not yet be born to make
these arrangements.
MARRIAGES
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally
at least 6 months prior to the desired date. No date will be
set until this meeting takes place.

BULLETIN DEADLINE:
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in
writing by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

2017 DIOCESAN PARISH SHARE
CAMPAIGN Thanks to ALL who helped

Advent calendars appear now in many
homes, and newfangled formats are even available
on line. Children have fun opening the doors and
windows keyed to the days counting down to
Christmas. Behind each door is a picture related to
the Christmas mystery, perhaps a scripture verse or
saying, but more and more these days something
totally unconnected to religious life, like a small
toy or a chocolate treat, appears instead. The
Advent calendar is not very old as traditions go.
We can trace it back to German-speaking
Christians, both Protestant and Catholic. Lutherans
might have originated the custom by placing chalk
marks on doors starting December 1, lighting
candles every day, or placing a new religious
picture on the wall each day during Advent. The
oldest known hand-made calendar goes back to
1851, and the first printed ones appeared in 1908 in
Germany with Bible verses behind the doors. By
far the most interesting calendar is a building, the
town hall (Rathaus) of Gengenbach in Germany’s
Black Forest. Every year the townspeople invite an
illustrator of children’s books to create twenty-four
paintings or motifs for each of the twenty-four
main windows of the building. Every night the
people gather to see a new window opened and
illuminated.
Very few commercial Advent calendars pay
much attention to the core values of our liturgical
calendar: the pivotal place of Sunday, the
importance of Advent feasts like Saint Lucy and
Saint Nicholas, and the clear shift in tone on
December 17 from Advent longing and preparation
toward imminent hope in Christ’s coming. That
kind of creativity is left up to you!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

CHRISTMAS CHOIR PRACTICE for both

St. Gabriel and St. Francis Xavier will meet this coming Wednesday at St. Francis, Malvern at 5:30pm. Anyone wishing to sing for Christmas please attend this
practice.
First Sunday of Advent
December 3, 2017
Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time will
come.
— Mark 13:33

First Sunday of Advent — December 3, 2017

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 2
4:00pm SFX Living and Deceased members of both parishes
6:00PM SG Emilie Rhodes by Scharlene & Henry Monte
Sunday, December 3—1st Sunday of Advent
8:30am SFX David McClintock by Judy & Vince Palleschi
10:30am SG Betty DiDente by M/M Bob Mackey
Monday, December 4
8:00am SFX Nellie Mastroine by Mary & James Markino
Tuesday, December 5
9:00am SG Bev Filisky by Paul
Wednesday, December 6
8:00am SFX Special Intention by Joan & Bob Gallina
Thursday, December 7
9:00am SG Emilie Rhodes by Pat Couch & Family
Friday, December 8
9:00am SG Communion Service
Saturday, December 9
4:00pm SFX Earl & Gretchen Staley by Jane Phillips
6:00PM SG Living and Deceased members of both parishes
Sunday, December 10—2nd Sunday of Advent
8:30am SFX John Cinson by John & Anita Tokos
10:30am SG Michael Canestraro by Ted & Beth Tomak

CHURCH SUPPORT:

May God bless you for your generosity to our parishes
on November 26, 2017
St. Gabriel: Adult $1,483; Loose $174; Cap Imp.$97; Salvation Army $259; Christmas Decorations $130.
St. Francis Xavier: Adult $1,954; Loose $111; New Hall
$1,325; Christian Care $571; Christmas Decorations $300.

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover-

ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the
parish in which you are formally registered. The
exception would be if you are making a donation to the
New Hall Fund, which should be made payable to: St.
Francis Church. Thanks.

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:

“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time will
come.” - MARK 13:33

We all take things for granted. In particular, we
take time for granted. Our lives are so busy, many of us are
planning our time - our days, weeks, months, even years in
advance. Remember, our time on earth is a gift. None of us
knows how long we will be here. Start today and begin
thanking God for each and every day. Take time in silence,
every day, and listen to what God is saying to you..
PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN:
December 2/3 Canned Fruits & Vegetables
December 9/10 Paper products (necessities)

SICK AND SHUT-INS

Stone Crossing: Vera Kompara (SFX)
St. Joseph Care Ctr.: Fran Montella (SFX), Jerry Nicolet (SG)
Home: Denise Laubacher (SG); Ivette Martinez (SG)
SG at Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane ,
Doris Ferguson, Mary Campbell
St. Luke Minerva: James Smith, Josephine Moyseenko
Carroll Health Care: Mary Wadsworth (SG)
The Pines: Roman Ritterbeck (SG)
Copeland Oaks: Jane Collins, 800 S 15th St, Room 8103,
Sebring , OH 44672
Altercare of Louisville: Rosemarie Scurto (SFX), 7187 Saint
Francis Street., Room # 402, Louisville, OH 44641
Prayer Chain for St. Gabriel and St. Francis:
For the prayer list for St. Francis, please call Dolores Hudson at 330-863-0273; For St. Gabriel, please call Darlene
Mackey at 330-868-6639.

FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED:

Please call Parish
Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request
home visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The
Eucharistic Ministers are not to make these arrangements.
Whenever one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care
facility please inform the Admissions Office you are Catholic and your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act,
hospitals no longer give out personal information.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

The RCIA process, designed for
those adults who are interested in
finding out more about the Catholic
faith, continues to meet on Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9 PM in the annex at St. Gabriel’s. With the coming of the new Church year on the
First Sunday of Advent, December 3, we will enter the
next phase of the process called the Catechumenate.
During these weeks, which will take us to the first Sunday of Lent, we will reflect specifically on what the
church teaches in our Creed and the seven sacraments,
focusing especially on the Sacraments of Initiation
which we will celebrate at the Easter Vigil: Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist. For more information
about becoming part of this faith journey process, please
contact Linda Shaw at the church office at 330-8684498.

AT HOME WITH THE WORD 2018: This
book invites you to be at home with God’s word. Read
and reflect on the complete Sunday scriptures, by yourself or with others. Bring it with you to Adoration, or
use it for bible study to nourish you all week long. You
will find the three scripture readings, insights into the
readings written be scripture scholars, and suggestions
for the practice of faith, hope, or charity. Take one
home with you for your household, give to college students and shut-ins. Copies are available in the narthex
of the church. Get one TODAY!

Advent Wreath-

“Come Together, Build Our Future,
“Leave a Legacy”
Support the NEW “St. Francis & St. Gabriel”
Parish Hall Fund Drive.
PHASE II: “GROUND BREAKING” DRIVE
Every Day we aer getting closer. PLEASE

HELP US WITH YOUR GIFT!

Help us to keep the momentum growing.
We are in the “Ground Breaking” phase of
our New Hall plans. To date the Phase II
Drive has raised $330,667 in new, or additional, gifts
and pledges. The extra money needed will help towards
the furnishings and equipment for the hall.
We have submitted our loan proposals to three area banks
according to Diocesan Guidelines and are anxiously
awaiting their response. As soon as we hear from them we
have another meeting with the Diocesan Building Commission to finalize that plans and begin the bidding phase.
Please pray that all proceeds well for us.
We need the help of All members of Both parishes, visitors,
former parishioners, and the wider local community and
Business/Corporate gifts. A special brochure with a return
envelope is available in the narthex of each church, or by
calling the Office. Please make checks payable to: “St. Francis Church”. Help us to leave a legacy for the future of our
parishes! Thanks. God Bless!

Pledge Amounts as of 11/20/2017
$ 640,595.00 Pledges & Gifts (bricks, blocks, windows)
$ 142,967.00 Fundraisers/Org. gifts & memorial donations
$ 783,512.00 Total of Pledges and Gifts*

The use of the
Advent Wreath is a common practice for
celebrating Advent both in the church
and at home. Traditionally, the wreath is
constructed of a circle of evergreen
branches into which four candles are
inserted representing the four weeks of
Advent. Three candles are purple and one rose. The purple
candles symbolize the prayer, penance, sacrifices and good
works that we do. The Rose candle is lit on the third
Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of rejoicing because
we have arrived at the midpoint of Advent and our
preparation is nearing Christmas. The progressive lighting
of the candle symbolizes the expectation and hope
surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the
anticipation of his second coming at the end of time to
judge the living and the dead.

Best Advent Ever (Dynamic Catholic) – is
designed by Matthew Kelly and is a free email program that
will help you slow down and focus on what matters most
during this busy season. You will experience Advent in a
whole new way – leading to the best Christmas of your life!
To sign up all you do is go to dynamiccatholic.com and
complete the form. Each day, beginning December 3, you
will receive daily emails with short inspirational videos and
practical tips to incorporate into your every day life.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE: As we prepare

for the feat of Christmas we make ready not only our
homes with all the decorations, baking, and gift buying, but
we especially prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus. An important way we can do this is by joining in the celebration
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Penance Tuesday, Dec.
19 at 7pm at St. Francis Xavier for all area parishes. Several priests are schedule to assist us. We invite parents to
assist their children in preparing to celebrate this opportunity to grow in their faith too! Make this Advent at time to
experience God’s love and mercy as you get ready to celebrate Jesus’ coming into our lives and into our world.

The Immaculate Conception: a Holy
Day of Obligation will be celebrated on
Thursday, December 7 at 7pm at St. Francis
and Friday, Dec. 8 at 9am and 7pm at St.
Gabriel in honor of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, patroness of the United States.

$50,000 MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE UPDATE:

Thorough the generosity of an Anonymous
Donor we can “double our money” for the
New St. Gabriel-St. Francis Parish Hall. To
date we have received $21,020 in new
pledges/gifts which will be MATCHED Dollar-for Dollar for all New Pledges/Gifts, or additional
amounts added to an existing gift, up to $50,000.
WOW! ! ! No matter how large or small your gift, it will
be worth twice as much. What a wonderful way to make
the dream of a new Hall for both parishes a reality. All
gifts are appreciated.
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
stgabriel-stfrancis.org

CHRISTMAS DECORATING: We will decorate
both churches for Christmas after Mass on Sunday, December 17. Can you lend a hand? Many hands make light
work! Help us to get our house ready for Christmas!

PSR News

All children in PSR, K- 8, are invited and encouraged to be
part of the nativity and chorus presentation which will be
held prior to the Christmas Eve 4 PM Mass. A letter with
more information is coming home with the children from
class today.

