June/July 2018

Messenger
“Walking in Faith”

He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to
the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no
faith?”
Faith. It can be a noun, a metonym standing for one’s beliefs, practices, the entire
history of Christianity. The faith. But “faith” can also have the sense of trust, active believing. The first has a feel of solidity. Firmness. Set. Proven. The second
only exists if it is being exercised. The second is less solid, more uncertain and unfolding. To walk in faith. To trust the person. To be called to follow even when you
don’t know all that will come.
This summer we consider the call to live by faith. The second sense of faith. To let
go of our certainty enough so that we can listen and be open. To resist the urge to
delegitimize every voice or opinion which challenges one’s own. To see the days
ahead as holding possibility for the one willing to walk by faith. Ironically, there is
some human impulse that wants to take the uncertainty out, to eliminate risk and
ambiguity. Ironically, “The Faith” often wants to give answers for everything. But
Jesus’ call to follow was never to follow a manual, it was to follow a person. To
listen. To respond.
On June 24th, our gospel passage will be the story of the disciples in the wind and
the waves, while Jesus sleeps in the boat. At their panic, Jesus calms the storm.
But he asks “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And while the disciples
respond with awe, and perhaps greater confidence/faith, I suspect Jesus’ questions
are more of an indictment than a doxology. He calms the storm, and in the calm
they trust; because they prefer the calm, the secure, the stable. But Jesus insinuates
that there was not really cause for alarm even in the storm. Faith as active, existing
only when being exercised.

How do we balance our desire for security and stability, with the call to live and
walk by faith? These are questions for us to consider. How does this tension play
out in our personal lives? In the life of Calvary Presbyterian Church? Can we have
faith, and move by faith, without demanding that Jesus calm the storms first? Can
we hear an uncomfortable call without trying to get Jesus to be subdued and predictable and conforming (Mark 3:21 – “When his family heard it, they went out to
restrain him, for people were saying, ‘He has gone out of his mind.’”)?
Can we live in faith, even before the calm, even without the calm, or is our faith
only in service to finding the calm? Questions to consider this summer.
Pastor Dave

July, Worship, And a Focus on Mission
In July Pastor Dave will have three Sundays off. One long week of vacation with
two Sundays and a week of study leave. He will be traveling to the University of
Iowa in the hopes of learning something about writing poetry.

While Pastor Dave is away we have three familiar faces that will fill the pulpit and
share about their hearts for the church as a body at work in mission, and the work
of the church/mission they have been a part of. We hope that you will come worship, support and learn from these servants in the work of the church.
July 8th - Rev. Joel Adams – leader of a new worshipping community in North
Denver.
July 15th - Anne Kleinkopf, Licensed Minister – former director of Denver Inner
City Parish.
July 22nd - Rev. Ruth M. Huff – Associate of Pastoral Care here at Calvary, and
leading in the Partnership of the Denver Presbytery with the Presbytery of
Zimbabwe.
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OPENING DOORS . . . TRAVELING TOGETHER - IN LOVE

WHEN November 9-10, 2018 Friday
Registration begins at 4:00 pm Program wraps up at 3:00 pm Saturday
WHERE Highlands Camp & Retreat
Center in Allenspark, Colorado
FEATURING • Rev. Jana Childers,
PH.D., Dean of San Francisco Seminary, Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Professor of Homiletics &
Speech Communication.
REGISTER:
WWW.HIGHLANDSCAMP.ORG
REGISTRATION $90—Lodging & Food
$45—Day Rate, No Lodging Group
discounts & scholarships available
TOPICS INCLUDE: Agape as Unifier Holy Spirit to go between us & bind us together Practices we do in and beyond worship to be open to people with
different points of view. Plus: Worship Wiki Why we do what we do in worship
& what are some different ways to do it.
BENEFITING Pastors, Musicians, Educators, Leaders of your congregation— Elders, Deacons, & Others. Especially members of your Worship Committee.

FIAT: Have you signed up to help?
Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team:
Thanks!
Many thanks to all who contributed items to the Denver Health Foundation baby shower. FIAT delivered a car load of baby
supplies to the Denver Health Foundation May 15th and they expressed their gratitude for the donations.
Spring and Summer Clean Up
Are you cleaning out, remodeling, downsizing or just getting rid of stuff? Do you want to see your stuff get reused instead
of going to a landfill? FIAT will be collecting new and gently used goods for the Habitat for Humanity Restore in June and
early July. The money raised from selling the goods at the ReStore goes to funding Habitat for Humanity’s work in Denver
and surrounding communities. ReStore accepts furniture, appliances, and surplus or unused building materials. Watch for
additional details on when to bring in your donations and where to place them in the weekly email. If you need some help,
contact any of the FIAT members to arrange pickup (Anne Baldrige, Bobbie Knott, Edie Lovegren, or Dale Vodehnal).
Annual School Supply Drive
We know that summer has barely gotten started, but FIAT is already thinking about our annual school supply drive to
benefit Kenton Elementary School in Aurora. We will be collecting school supplies in July and will fill backpacks on Sunday
July 29th for delivery to Kenton before school starts in early August. The school supply list is not yet available, but we will
make sure it is available to the congregation as soon as we get it. Our gifts to Kenton are always very much needed and
appreciated!

Denver Guatemala Mission Partnership (GMP)
About us: The GMP consist of 4 Presbyterian Churches, Church of the
Covenant, 1st Pres of Englewood, St Andrews, and Good Shepherd. We also
have two at large members, one from Calvary and one from Central. Our
mission is to work with our brothers and sisters in Guatemala to facilitate
and maintain sustainable solutions in areas such as safe drinking water, housing, health care, education, and
micro business. We remain dedicated to building long term, authentic, and enduring relationships with our
international partner.
What we do: We work with Living Waters of the World to build water purification systems in rural communities in need. Our goal is to install one water system every year. This is a challenge because each installation
costs approximately $30,000, but the changes we see in the lives of our friends in Guatemala and in the
members of our committee is priceless.
Join us: If you would like to learn more about us, to join us in our mission, or to donate, please see Beth
Hewlett, or visit our website GMPdenver.org. Feel free to attend our meetings as well! We meet the first
Wednesday of the month at the First Presbyterian church of Englewood at 7:00 PM. Our July meeting is a
pool party (we love water!) at a private residence. We always welcome the opportunity to tell our stories,
and encourage others to get involved.

Like Calvary on Facebook!

As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome.
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.

Visit the Calvary Website
calvarypresdenver.org

Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, FP Children’s Ministries
We are leaving spring behind for the lazy, hazy days of summer. I, for one, love summer: swimming, camping,
fireworks, and vacation. I hope you all have a safe and fun filled summer.

VBS: Registration deadline is Monday, June 11th!
This is the LAST call to sign up for Vacation Bible School. It is the week of June 18-22, Monday through
Friday starting at 9:00 a.m. every morning. It ends at 12:30 p.m. unless you opt for “lunch bunch” for a small
additional cost. The pick up time for “lunch bunch” is 1:30 p.m. We will be riding the rapids of God’s love
while we discover all the ways he shows us his love. We start each morning with our Paddle Captain along
with his trusty sidekick, Romper the Otter who will tell us about the day ahead. We will then leave with our
rafter friends and explore Science, Games, Arts and Crafts, and our daily Bible Story. We will also have music
each morning with Abby, our Associate Music Director, where we will learn the songs we will sing for our
family and friends when the VBS Rafters present the worship service on the following Sunday, June 24. Go to
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst to register. Volunteers are still needed, both adult and
youth, and you can sign up at the same site. Everyone must sign up so we get you the right size T-shirt! If you
have any questions, please talk to me or Eileen Robinson, my CoDirector. Hope you’ll join us when we hit the rapids!

Summer Sunday School!
Summer Sunday School will be held July 1 and 15, and August 12 and
26. Older kids are welcome to be youth helpers. The classes will focus on
nature and protecting the earth. Parents of children who will be attending
Summer Sunday School or staying in the nursery, please complete a
registration form on the church website at: https://
www.firstplymouthchurch.org/nursery-and-sunday-schoolregistration/.
Each child must have a registration form completed to inform us of any
allergies and special needs. Thank you.

Help out!
In the coming weeks we will begin recruiting our Sunday School teachers for the coming year. We like them
all to be in place before the school year begins in September.

Sunday, August 5th - Our Summer Picnic!
2018
Elders
Anne Baldrige - a.baldrige@comcast.net
Adam Hector - Colo998@gmail.com
Bobbie Knott - robertaknott@gmail.com
Jennifer Milstead - jennmilstead@gmail.com
Diane Ritzdorf - dritzdorf@comcast.net
Drew Tyrie - drewtyrie@outlook.com

Deacons
Paul Batzel - pbatzel@gmail.com
Donna Helgren - don.den1@hotmail.com
Dean Larson - dean.larson2@gmail.com
Sherrie Larson - crazesL52@gmail.com
Sue Vodehnal - djvodehnal@comcast.net
Nancy Ulrich - ycnanohio@gmail.com

The Calvary Book Club
June 18th: The Hidden Light of Northern Fires by Daren Wang Led by Ruby Maenpa
July 16th: City of Thieves by David Benioff - Led by Sherrie Larson
August 20th: The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin - Led by Pat Herring
September 17th: The Whole Town is Talking by Fannie Flagg - Led by Bobbie Knott

The Book Club meets at 1:30PM in
the Commons Room on the 3rd Monday of each month. Unless there is a
holiday on the third Monday then the
group will agree on a new date.

All are welcome please join us!

June/July events:
June 10, 11:00 AM- 12:30 PM: Ice Cream Social! Commons Room and patio.
June 26: Field trip to the Denver Museum of Nature and Science to see the Dead Sea Scrolls. We will meet
for lunch at noon at FP, then move on to the museum after. Please notify us by June 10th if you plan on joining the field trip, and also if you are a member of the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. The group
rate ticket prices for non-members are $20.75 for adults and $17.55 for seniors (this includes the museum
admission price).

June/July BIRTHDAYS!
June
148810 11 17 21 22 23 -

Kathie Chichester
Lauren Karn
Kristie Karn
Vicki Batzel
Anna Hemphill
Kip Christiansen
Sydney Summers
Edie Lovegren
Rylan Hector
Julie Christiansen

July
4 - Beverly Grant
9 - Dean Stalnaker
17 - Pam O’Connor
19 - Pat Herring

Footsteps 4 Food – Walk/Run

Saturday, September 8 starting at
10:00 a.m. Start at the McDonalds at
Dartmouth and Sheridan and walk the loop to
Wadsworth on the bike paths. We will end
with a picnic at St. Andrew Presbyterian.
June donation item: Hot or cold cereals Information will be mailed in early
August.
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Ice Cream Social
11:00 AM - CR
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New York Deli News
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Gospel readings for June - July 2018
June 3rd – Mark 2:23-3:6 – Tradition as a Cast Left on Too Long.
June 10th – Mark 3:20-35 – Delegitimizing the Prophetic Voice.
June 17th – Mark 4:26-34 – Watch the Seeds! Don’t Take Them for Granted!
June 24th – Mark 5:25-41 – Faith, when the water is splashing in your face.
July 1st – Mark 5:21-43 – Christ and the Daughter that isn’t Your Daughter.
Calvary Summer Musical Guest Calendar
June 10, 2018 - Sarah Whitnah, violin
 July 15, 2018 - Sarah Whitnah, violin
 August 19, 2018 - Sarah Whitnah, violin
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