
 

 

Oppose SB 2332 (Green) | HB 2315 (Reedy) 
A Bill to Commandeer Local Resources and Limit Local Discretion  

 
Existing state and federal laws require all local governments and law enforcement agencies to              
comply with federal immigration law. SB 2332/HB 2315 is a sweeping and extreme measure to               
coerce localities and strip them of discretion by mandating participation in voluntary federal             
programs and requests by federal immigration enforcement agencies. This bill sets a dangerous             
precedent by undermining local law enforcement’s ability to make common-sense public           
safety decisions and legislates an unfunded mandate requiring localities to bear the risk and              
cover the cost of federal immigration enforcement. SB 2332 is one of the most extreme               
pieces of anti-immigrant legislation being considered in the country, threatening our state’s            
reputation and continued economic investment.  
 

What the bill says:  
This bill requires local law enforcement to seek to enter into voluntary memorandums of              
agreements with federal immigration officials, including the costly and controversial 287(g)           
program, which deputizes local law enforcement as immigration agents (see attachment for more             
info about this program). It also prohibits all state and local law enforcement, including campus               
police, from adopting any policies that limit their participation in voluntary immigration            
enforcement programs. This bill would transform routine resident interactions with police into            
immigration investigations. It also forces localities to utilize jail space for immigration detention in              
violation of the constitution and on the local agency’s own dime.  
 
While this bill urges all agencies “to vigorously pursue all federal moneys to which the state may be                  
entitled for the reimbursement of moneys spent to comply with federal immigration laws,” federal              
reimbursement for costs of apprehending and detaining undocumented immigrants is extremely           
limited. The bill amounts to an unfunded mandate by forcing local jurisdictions to participate in               1

costly federal programs. 
 
Under SB 2332/HB 2315, any resident of the state can make a complaint against any official and, if                  
found in violation, ALL state funding will be withheld from the responsible agency.  
 

What the bill does:  
It takes away discretion from local law enforcement. Immigration and Customs Enforcement            
(ICE) agents can make unlimited requests to localities and they would be required to comply.               
Decisions about whether or not to comply with these voluntary requests are best left to local                
jurisdictions that know what works for their communities and where resources should be allocated. 
 
It diverts critical public safety dollars from local priorities to doing the work of the federal                
government. Many local law enforcement agencies are trying to tackle the opioid crisis or other               
pressing public safety issues. This bill would require that local law enforcement divert their limited               

1 See for example: Edward F. Ramos, “Fiscal Impact Analysis of Miami-Dade’s Policy on “Immigration Detainers.” July 15, 
2013. Available here: http://bit.ly/2iDr5Hd  
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resources to signing up for voluntary federal programs at a hefty price tag. For example, taxpayers                
in San Bernardino, CA, spent an estimated $54.5 million to jail undocumented immigrants from              
2004 to 2014, but the federal government reimbursed the county only $6.7 million, a              
reimbursement rate of 8.1%. The county suspended its 287(g) program in 2014. The State has               2

overreached by attempting to commandeer local agencies and their resources for the work of the               
federal government and threatening to withhold even unrelated funding.  
 
It will lead to lengthy and costly litigation. A similar law in Texas was challenged by multiple                 
cities, individuals and organizations, resulting in a preliminary injunction against the state’s            
enforcement of the mandatory detainer provision, and its limitation on local discretion to adopt              
community policing policies. The case is currently on appeal and will cost the state millions to                
defend.  
 
It will hurt our state’s reputation and economy. Extreme immigration bills are bad for business 
and can devastate local economies. When Arizona passed SB1070, the “show me your papers” law, 
the state suffered under an economic boycott. When Alabama passed a similar law, HB56, 
businesses reported a mass exodus of employees, especially in the agricultural sector where crops 
were left to rot in the fields.  
 
It increases legal liability of local law enforcement for federal immigration actions. 
Agreements between localities and federal immigration enforcement usually require local law           
enforcement to detain individuals on behalf of ICE, requiring the local agency to bear the cost of                 
detention and the legal liability for detaining an individual without a judicial warrant. Courts across               
the country have found counties liable for monetary damages for holding individuals on an ICE               
detainer request, which violates the 4th amendment. As a result, over 760 localities have stopped               
detaining immigrants on behalf of ICE. 
 
It harms public safety by reducing public trust. Cooperation between local law enforcement and              
federal immigration enforcement that goes above and beyond what is required by law drives a               
wedge between police and the local community, causing crimes to go unreported, reliance and              
trust in the police to drop, and community safety to be compromised. The International Association               
of Chiefs of Police issued a public statement on March 27th, 2017 saying that “state and local law                  
enforcement agencies depend on the cooperation of immigrants, legal or not, in solving a wide               
array of crimes. Striking the proper balance between enforcement and cooperation requires the full              
participation of elected officials, community leaders and their law enforcement agencies.” SB 2332             3

would undermine the ability of local law enforcement to protect the communities they serve by               
taking away their discretion and blurring the line between local police and federal immigration              
agents.  

2Joe Nelson, “U.S. Illegal Immigration Program Costing County,” The Sun News, (November 7, 2009), Available here: 
http://bit.ly/2lrkNMq  
3 “Statement by the International Association of Chiefs of Police on United States Immigration Enforcement Policy and 
Sanctions,” IACP Blog, (March 27, 2017), Available here:  http://bit.ly/2mKexUX  
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