
May 11, 2018

The Honorable Bill Haslam
Governor of Tennessee
First Floor, State Capitol
Nashville, TN 37243

RE: Request to Veto HB 2315

Dear Governor Haslam,

We, the undersigned Tennessee-based organizations, write to express our grave concern with 
the passage of HB 2315, and urge you to veto this extreme and dangerous proposal. The 
possibility of HB 2315 becoming law is causing great distress in the communities we know and 
serve, and its implementation would be exponentially more devastating. You have the 
opportunity to alleviate this atmosphere of dread, and halt the seemingly steady march toward 
making Tennessee a hostile and unwelcoming place for immigrants to live.  

It is no surprise that our communities live in fear, given the biased rhetoric used in the halls of 
Legislative Plaza and on the floor of the General Assembly. We witnessed an anti-immigrant 
hate group testify as a guest of the Senate sponsor, while the House sponsor callously offered 
an ethnic slur when referring to community members possibly affected by his bill. It is 
discouraging to see legislators align themselves with the most extreme fringe of the electorate, 
in support of legislation detrimental to law enforcement, local governments, and hundreds of 
thousands of Tennessee families.

Existing statutes already require local government and law enforcement agencies to comply 
with federal immigration law, while also respecting the principles of community policing and due 
process. HB 2315 demands that local police exceed their mandate, turning every request from 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) into a direct order, negating the importance of and 
explicitly prohibiting judicial warrants and probable cause. The bill further compels law 
enforcement officers, even campus police, to ask about citizenship and immigration status in 
even the most routine interactions, with no public safety exceptions for the treatment of 
witnesses or victims of crime. Communities would no longer be able to maintain common-sense 
safeguards against federal overreach or abuse, endangering our basic rights, eroding 
community trust, and undermining local accountability.  

In light of the recent workplace raids in East Tennessee—where dozens of community members 
are still detained—and a broader escalation of immigration enforcement, immigrant families are 
as vulnerable than ever. Please do not allow more parents to be taken from their children, 
spouses to be separated, and neighborhoods to be dismantled. Please do not allow what 
happened in Morristown to become our official state policy.  

The Constitution of the State of Tennessee anticipates this very day, when the legislative 
process fails to reveal the true character and consequence of an unjust bill making its way to the 
Governor’s desk. We ask that you exercise your sacred responsibility to protect all 
Tennesseans, and your constitutional authority to prevent bad legislation from becoming law. 
We respectfully request that you veto HB 2315.



Sincerely,

Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition; Nashville, TN
Manna House; Memphis, TN
Allies for Knoxville’s Immigrant Neighbors; Knoxville, TN
Conexión Américas; Nashville, TN
TN Justice for Our Neighbors; Nashville, TN
VIVE for a Dream; Cleveland, TN
Homes For All Nashville; Nashville, TN
Faith Matters Network; Nashville, TN
Service Employees International Union Local 205; Nashville, TN
Constance Abbey; Memphis, TN
Latino Memphis; Memphis, TN
Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) Nashville; Nashville, TN
Open Table Nashville; Nashville, TN
Jobs with Justice of East TN; Knoxville, TN
Knox Blue Dots; Knoxville, TN
Workers Interfaith Network; Memphis, TN
A Better Balance; Nashville, TN
CHOICES: Memphis Center for Reproductive Health; Memphis, TN
Workers’ Dignity/Dignidad Obrera; Nashville, TN
Welcoming Congregations Network; Knoxville, TN
SPEAK (Students, Parents, and Educators Across Knox County); Knoxville, TN
Indivisible Knoxville; Knoxville, TN
Highlander Research and Education Center; New Market, TN
The Family Center; Nashville, TN
Libertarian Party of Metropolitan Nashville and Davidson County; Nashville, TN
American Muslim Advisory Council; Nashville, TN
Knox County Democratic Party; Knoxville, TN
United Campus Workers - CWA Local 3865; Knoxville, TN


