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PROJECT 
My Mexican Cousin 

LOCATION 
Southbank Boulevard, Southbank

ARCHITECT 
Six Degrees

GLAzING INSTALLER 
Stevens Glass 
Allround Glass & Glazing

STRuCTuRAL ENGINEER 
Bonacci Group

BuILDER 
Liquid Lines

GLASS SuPPLIER 
Viridian 
Adadaz Leadlights

PRINCIPAL GLAzING 

Viridian Thermotech™ 6+12+6mm IGus  

with EVantage™ Low E clear 
DecorPattern Squarelite 

SPECIALTy DECORATIVE GLASS 
Designed by Azez Glass Artists
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Six Degrees Architects, a firm already well-known for a series of striking buildings around 
Melbourne, were recently asked to create a restaurant and bar next to Melbourne’s 
Recital Centre. Although the Centre was completed back in 2008, budget pressures led to 
the temporary abandonment of the prospective dining area next door. ‘After finishing the 
building, they simply decided to wall off the dining area and leave it,’ says Mark Healy, a 
Director at Six Degrees Architects. 
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Some time later, the company was 
approached by the Melbourne Recital 
Centre’s design board to look at the existing 
building. ‘When we went in there, we found 
a marvellous space with a huge volume,’ 
Mark remembers. ‘We inherited a rough 
shell, which looked like a page out of one of 
those coffee table books featuring derelict 
Eastern European industrial buildings.’ When 
the decision was finally made to develop 
the space, the cavernous building didn’t 
present the architects with any easy design 
solutions. ‘We had quite a modest budget 
to attack the project with,’ Mark continues. 
‘In strategic terms, dealing with such a big, 
open volume was a tonne of work.’

While the building needed extensive work, 
the architects immediately recognised 
its potential. ‘Although the entire interior 
was grey and exposed, the space still had 
a nice feel and aesthetic,’ Mark confirms. 

Rather than constructing an elaborate, self-
contained façade within the cavernous 
existing shell, the team decided to work 
more subtly with the space. ‘All the work we 
did within the building took its existing height 
into account, while leaving all existing 
services exposed,’ says Mark. ‘We tried to 
insert some inviting textures into the space, 
to add appeal to the surfaces that people 
are going to touch and engage with.’

Rather than closing the space off 
completely from the building’s shell, the 
architects decided to thoroughly integrate 
the building’s existing design. ‘We could 
have constructed a smaller compartment 
within the building by dropping in 
false ceilings and things like that,’ Mark 
acknowledges. ’However, there was some 
great glazing already there which was well 
worth keeping – way up high to the north 
of the building, around eight metres up.’ The 
existing north-facing window presented the 
architects with an opportunity to keep the 
light moving throughout the venue, right 
from the morning until the early evening. 
‘That was precisely the kind of venue we 
wanted it to be – a light, airy space that’s 
open for breakfast and late-night drinks 
post-show. It’s a distinctively hybrid place,’ 
Mark confirms. 

‘That was precisely the 
kind of venue we wanted 
it to be – a light, airy space 
that’s open for breakfast 
and late-night drinks post-
show. It’s a distinctively 
hybrid place,’
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One of the building’s most instantly 
definable features is its striking glazed 
façade, which skilfully transports the artisan 
glasswork featured in many of Melbourne’s 
Victorian-era pubs to a modern context. 
Of course, creating such a delicate piece 
for this heavy-duty application took some 
serious ingenuity. ‘We immediately ripped 
out the old façade, which was just a cheap 
infill aluminium glazing system,’ Mark tells 
me. ‘In its place, we installed a hybrid 
of stained glass, old industrial glass, and 
modern, double-glazed, low-E glass, all 
working in concert.’ The low-E part of this 
equation is Viridian EVantage™. Chosen for 
its superb insulation properties, it enables 
the ensemble to achieve extremely high 
efficiency levels. 

The striking blend of old and new glazing 
within the inventive façade makes the 
restaurant linger in the imagination. ‘If you 
look closely within that façade, there are 
all sorts of glass parts. The position of each 
one within the space is very important,’ 
Mark offers. ‘At Six Degrees, we’ve been 
mixing and playing with different glass 
types for a long time. Luckily, some of the 
old glass types we love are still available 
from Viridian – like the Georgian wire cast 
(DecorPattern Squarelite), for example!’ The 
glasswork, which includes textured glass, is 
quite complex. ‘We mixed some industrial 
glass with very old, beautiful German hand-
blown pieces – providing those who use the 
building with some nice “bandwidth”, as 
we like to call it,’ Mark says. ‘As a result, the 
design appeals to a lot of different people 
in many ways.’ 

As the street receives heavy pedestrian 
traffic, the façade must also provide 
patrons on the other side of the glass with 
an extensive street outlook, without making 
them feel like goldfish in a bowl. ‘Often, you 
won’t be given much choice as to where 

you’re going to sit, as My Mexican Cousin is 
a busy place,’ Mark observes. ‘That means 
you can’t solely design it for an extrovert – or 
an introvert, for that matter.’ The restaurant 
needed a design that would inform evening 
passersby that there’s something exciting 
going on inside. ‘That’s why we didn’t 
want a big clear façade smothered in 
advertising,’ says Mark. ‘Our façade slightly 
obscures the interior, hinting at what’s within 
while providing a sense of movement. The 
glasswork really helped us create a sense of 
ambiguity, even mystery, about the place.’ 

In addition to its aesthetic impact, the 

glazing used in the restaurant’s façade has 

been selected for environmental efficiency. 

The door, for example, contains a mix of 

Viridian Low-E laminate and stained glass. 

‘In terms of code requirements, you’ve got 

to have double glazing or protection when 

you’re a certain distance from an operable 

door,’ Mark explains. ‘The very small, thin 

panes of glass in the door are single glazed, 

because of the inherent difficulties glazing 

against stained glass.’ 

‘At Six Degrees, we’ve 
been mixing and playing 
with different glass types 
for a long time. Luckily, 
some of the old glass 
types we love are still 
available from Viridian 
– like the Georgian wire 
cast  (DecorPattern 
Squarelite), for example!’
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Patrons of My Mexican Cousin wil l 
immediately notice the overhead bar unit, 
a striking blue stained glass piece. ‘That was 
done by the same glass artist as the façade, 
Tony Hall, who’s amazing,’ Mark reveals. 
‘There’s a fascinating mixture of louvred 
glass, stained glass, laminated, toughened 
– something for everyone!’ The innovative 
use of texture extends to the internal 
kitchen glazing. ‘The ceiling’s very high, so 
we just left all the concrete panels there,’ 
says Mark. ‘As a result, the kitchen’s palette 
moves from heavy industrial up the top, to 
delicate warm glass down below.’ Down 
at the ground level, the architects have 
used warm, inviting shades that patrons will 
gravitate towards. ‘The pinks are beautiful, 
as are the greens and blues,’ says Mark. 
‘It’s a venue that has to be many things to 
many different people – one night you’ll get 
a funky modern jazz crew; the next night 
you’ll get a more conservative crowd. It’s 
a rich mix – I’ve seen some fantastic events 
there.’ 

The interior’s many str iking individual 
elements reflect the architect’s unique 
vision. ‘While the overall aesthetic of the box 
is dominant,’ Mark states, ‘we tried to create 
something far more refined and detailed – a 
bit of a jewel box, encased in a quiet space. 
To achieve this, we scaled everything down 
to a very fine-grained level,’ he concludes. 
This meticulous attention to detail sets 
My Mexican Cousin well apart from the 
standard crop of restaurants, making it an 
unmissable entry in Melbourne’s vibrant 
dining scene.

‘There’s a fascinating 
mixture of louvred glass, 
stained glass, laminated, 
toughened – something 
for everyone!’


