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Sen. Elizabeth Warren, left, and state Sen. Thomas McGee, middle, 
listen as Democratic 6th District candidate Seth Moulton speaks at a 
Democratic campaign rally on Munroe Street in Lynn Monday.

ITEM PHOTO / OWEN O’ROURKE

Republican 6th District candidate Richard Tisei talks with David 
Hatch at Greater Lynn Senior Services on Silsbee Street in Lynn 
Monday.
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Ninth: Wong 

or Finn
By Christopher roBerson

Item Staff

SAUGUS — With only hours left before vot-
ers in the 9th Essex District have the final say, 
state Rep. Donald Wong and challenger Chris-
topher Finn said they have given it their all. 

After four years on Beacon Hill, Wong said 
he does not consider this campaign to be any 
different from the 2010 race when he narrowly 
beat then-state Rep. Mark Falzone by 382 votes. 

Wong said he takes each election seriously, 
“no matter who I’m running against. I don’t 
take anything for granted.” 

He said any campaign can be difficult 
depending on the opponent’s strategy. “You 
don’t know what they’re going to come out 
with,” Wong said, adding that he hopes voters 
will look beyond any inaccurate information 
presented by Finn.   

Finn said that getting out and meeting peo-
ple has been the best way to deliver his mes-
sage since his campaign began last winter. 

“If  you want to learn about the problems 
that face the people in our district, you need to 
get in front of  them to listen,” he said. 

Wong said regardless of  political tactics, 
every candidate who runs for office does so for 
the common good of  the district or state. “I 
have always had a positive campaign, never 
negative,” he said. “I put 110 percent into 
everything I do.” He said he is currently work-
ing on the efforts to save Union Hospital in 
Lynn. 

Finn said he wished there could have been a 
third debate in the city. 

“Lynn is a very important part of  this dis-
trict, especially with the uncertainty sur-
rounding Union Hospital,” he said. 

Finn was appreciative of  the endorsements 
he received from various organizations, 
including the Massachusetts Teachers Asso-
ciation, the Massachusetts Organization of  
State Engineers and Scientists and SEIU 509. 

Sixth man: 
Moulton  
or Tisei
By thor Jourgensen

Item Staff

LYNN — Polls opened at 7 a.m. today and 
close at 8 p.m. with voters — including 50,000 
registered in Lynn — picking a new Massa-
chusetts governor and deciding the 6th Dis-
trict congressional contest pitting Democrat 
Seth Moulton against Republican Richard 
Tisei. 

“I’ve never missed an election day in my 
lifetime since Eisenhower,” said 83-year-old 
Lynn resident Bob Bowe as he shook hands 
with Tisei Monday in Greater Lynn Senior 
Services’ Silsbee Street center. 

Tisei said his state legislative experience 
means — if  the voters decide in his favor — he 
“can hit the ground running” in Congress. 
Moulton told nearly 200 Democrats gathered 
around him on Munroe Street Monday that 
his election represents a chance for him to 
work in Congress on Lynn’s behalf.

“We all know this is a close election but we 
have so much work to do to ensure this city’s 
future is brighter than its past,” he said.

Tisei said he has a better chance helping 
Lynn if  he is elected to become a Republican 
freshman in Congress. “I can do more as a 
member of  the majority party,” Tisei said.

Independent Chris Stockwell’s name is also 
on the ballot. 

Today is Tisei’s second chance to ask voters 
to send him to Washington. In 2012, he nar-
rowly lost to U.S. Rep. John Tierney. Moulton, 
in his first run for public office, beat Tierney 
in September, handing the Democratic incum-
bent a defeat after 18 years in office. 

With barely 3,000 Republicans registered to 
vote in Lynn, according to mid-October city 
voter registration statistics, Election Day 
means Moulton and Tisei must battle for 
24,000 registered Democrats’ votes and 23,000 
unenrolled voters’ ballots.

During a campaign season that began last 
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John Suslak has spent the last several weeks of the election season holding campaign signs, 
making telephone calls and urging people to vote today.
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In political circles, Jack be nimble
By thor Jourgensen

Item Staff

LYNN — John M. “Jack” Suslak earned a college 
degree in geography, he sings in the St. Pius V 
Church choir, volunteers with the Knights of  
Columbus and dives head-first into local and state 
political campaigns.

On Monday, Suslak stood knee-deep in campaign 
signs and brochures in the local Democratic Party 
headquarters on Munroe Street and thumbed 

through his phone for pictures of  him shaking 
hands with Vice President Joseph Biden last 
Wednesday. 

“I like being around people who make a differ-
ence — it’s a way to make my life better,” the Lynn 
native said. 

Suslak, 32, said the hip and knee problems he was 
born with led to major surgeries and limited his 

Left out in 
the cold

By Cyrus Moulton

Item Staff

LYNN — City officials and 
some members of  the local 
homeless population 
expressed concern about 
safety and adequate shelter 
in encampments along the 
Lynnway as the first winter 
approaches since a popular 
day program was cancelled.

“I had someplace to go dur-
ing the day, had a place when 
I didn’t have anything to do, I 
could hang out with people I 

ITEM PHOTO / CYRUS MOULTON

Lynn Shelter Association street advocate Patrick Byrne fears for the homeless encamp-
ed on the Lynnway as winter approaches.

With nowhere to go, 
homeless seek shelter

COURTESY PHOTOS

John Suslak and his friends, from left, state treasurer candidate Deb Goldberg, Attorney General 
Martha Coakley, Vice President Joseph Biden, Sen. Elizabeth Warren and Gov. Deval Patrick.
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Classical captain Jesus Vive-
ros takes off with the ball in 
the Rams’ matchup with 
Chelsea on Monday.
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Mass. Night:
Monday�������������� 6078
Sunday��������������� 0733
Saturday������������� 1818
Yesterday’s payoff:

Exact order
All�4����������������$4,339
First�or�last�3������ $607
Any�2������������������� $52
Any�1��������������������� $5

Any order
All�4������������������� $181
First�3���������������� $101
Last�3���������������� $101

Mass. Mid-day:
Monday�������������� 1162
Sunday��������������� 9992
Saturday������������� 9971
Yesterday’s payoff:

Exact order
All�4����������������$4,817
First�or�last�3������ $674
Any�2������������������� $58
Any�1��������������������� $6

Any order
All�4������������������� $401
First�3���������������� $225
Last�3���������������� $112

Mass Cash: 13-26-27-30-33
Lucky for Life: 11-18-22-29-39-(4)

Lottery

Wed. P’�sunny�
Hi�60s/Lo�40s�

Thu. Rain�
Hi�50s/Lo�50s�

Today M’�sunny�
Hi�50s/Lo�40s�

today’s Forecast
Mostly sunny. Highs in 

the mid 50s. Southwest 
winds around 5 mph...
becoming south in the 
afternoon. Tonight...Part-
ly cloudy in the evening...
then becoming mostly 
cloudy. Near steady tem-
perature in the upper 40s.

Marine Forecast

Tue...W winds 5 to 10 
kt...becoming s in the 
afternoon. Seas around 
2 ft.

Tue night...Sw winds 
10 to 15 kt with gusts up 
to 20 kt. Seas 2 to 4 ft.

sun, Moon, tides

Sunrise today��������6:21�a�m�

Sunset today ��������4:33�p�m�

Sunrise tomorrow��6:22�a�m�

High tide today������8:26�a�m�

Low tide today������2:37�p�m�

High tide tomorrow�9:19�a�m�

Weather
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spring and heated up in the 
summer, Tisei underscored his 
small business experience as 
the owner of  Lynnfield-based 
Northrup Associates Realtors. 
He pledged to push for a tax 
credit for businesses hiring 
new employees and said his 
record as a state representative 
and state senator proves he can 
work with Democrats and 
Republicans.

During campaign appearanc-
es, Moulton said his four tours 
of  duty in Iraq taught him lead-
ership skills. Both men cam-
paigned in Lynn, but Moulton 
on the night he defeated Tier-
ney in September pledged to 
lead the city’s economic reviv-
al. As the campaigning reached 
the finish line last week, he said 
he will work to bring Blue Line 
rapid transit to the city. 

Tisei said he will let the city’s 
residents tell him their con-
cerns and the priorities they 
want him to work on. Both men 
found common ground on the 
need to repeal a medical-device 
excise tax they said hurts area 
businesses, but they split on 
campaign finances and the 
Affordable Care Act, with each 
candidate accusing the other of  
raising campaign money out-
side the district. 

Tisei ran unsuccessfully for 
lieutenant governor in 2010 
along with Swampscott resi-
dent Charles D. Baker Jr., who 
hopes to win the governor’s 
office today in a ballot battle 
against Democrat Attorney 
General Martha Coakley. Unit-
ed Independent candidate Evan 
Falchuk is also running for gov-
ernor along with Independent 
Scott Lively and Jeff  McCor-
mick. 

Lieutenant governor candi-
dates include Democrat Steven 
Kerrigan, Republican Karyn 
Polito, United Independent 
Angus Jennings and Indepen-
dents Shelly Saunders and 
Tracy Post.

In the attorney general’s race 
to succeed Coakley, Democrat 
Maura Healey faces Republi-
can John B. Miller. Democrat 
Deb Goldberg is running for 
state treasurer opposed by 
Republican Michael Heffernan 
and Green-Rainbow candidate 
Ian Jackson.

The state auditor’s race pits 
Democrat Suzanne Bump 
against Republican Patricia 
Saint Aubin and Green-Rain-
bow candidate M.K. Merelice. 

Secretary of  State William Gal-
vin is on the ballot with Repub-
lican David D’Arcangelo and 
Green-Rainbow candidate Dan-
iel Factor.

U.S. Sen. Edward J. Markey is 
being challenged by Republi-
can Brian Herr and Indepen-
dent Bruce Skarin and Gover-
nor’s Councilor Terrence W. 
Kennedy of  Lynnfield is being 
challenged by Republican Vin-
cent Dixon.

Several Democratic incum-
bents are unopposed on today’s 
ballot, including District Attor-
ney Jonathan Blodgett, state 
Sen. Thomas M. McGee, state 
Rep. Robert Fennell and state 
Rep. Lori Ehrlich and state 
Rep.-elect Brendan Crighton, 
who won the Democratic pri-
mary in September. 

State Rep. Donald H. Wong 
faces a challenge from Demo-
crat Christopher J. Finn of  Sau-
gus. Lynn Ward 1, Precinct 1 
and 2 voters will cast ballots in 
that race. Saugus resident and 
Register of  Probate Pamela 
Casey O’Brien is opposed by 
Andover Republican Michael 
Morales. 

Voters will also be asked to 
decide four statewide ballot 
questions.

A “yes” vote on Question 1 
will end an automatic adjust-
ment in the state’s 24 cent gaso-
line tax based on the consumer 
price index. Voting “no” will 
allow the adjustment to contin-
ue.

Voting “yes” on Question 2 
will expand the state’s beverage 
container deposit law to include 
non-alcoholic, non-carbonated 
drinks. A “no” vote will leave 
the “bottle bill” law unchanged.

A “yes” vote on Question 3 
prohibits casinos, slot machine 
parlors and wagering on simul-
cast greyhound racing in Mas-
sachusetts while “no” keeps the 
2011 law licensing casinos 
intact. 

Voting “yes” on Question 4 
would allow employees to earn 
and use sick time based on 
specific employment-related 
conditions while a “no” vote 
maintains current sick leave 
laws.

Swampscott voters will also 
cast ballots on Question 5 ask-
ing them to allow the town an 
exemption from the state’s 
property tax limitation law to 
build a new elementary school 
behind the town middle 
school. 

Thor Jourgensen may be 
reached at tjourgensen@item-
live.com.
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mobility but not his drive and 
desire to be active in the city he 
loves. The son of  former Police 
Chief  John W. Suslak said he is 
happy being surrounded by 
people who are busy and mak-
ing a difference. 

“I try to find a way to help 
people every day,” he said.

He has photographs similar 
to the Biden one with U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, Gov. Deval 
Patrick and other political 
heavyweights, but he does more 
than shake hands when it 
comes to being active in local 
politics.

Suslak was a main organizer 
of  last year’s mayoral debate at 

the Knights of  Columbus pit-
ting Mayor Judith Flanagan 
Kennedy against former City 
Councilor Timothy Phelan. 
People who know him said his 
involvement is a given in local 
political and civil events.

“If  there’s a cause, he’s 
involved in it,” said Council 
President Daniel Cahill.

Suslak also helped organize 
the city’s Disability Commis-
sion, drawing on his own limi-
tations to understand challeng-
es facing other people.

“I’m more acutely aware of  
their needs,” he said.

Suslak’s father, his mother, 
Claire, and sister, Angela, 
“never dwelled on the physical 
limitations” Suslak faces, said 
John Suslak; instead, Suslak’s 

family encouraged him to 
actively pursue his interests.

Suslak attended Shoemaker 
School, Pickering Middle 
School and St. John’s Prepara-
tory School and went on to 
Salem State College. The 
Knights of  Columbus’ involve-
ment in community volunteer 
work drew him to the organiza-
tion and his political interests 
are, he said, genetic: His 
father’s mother worked in the 
State House. 

Suslak has spent the last sev-
eral weeks of  the election sea-
son holding campaign signs, 
making telephone calls and 
urging people to vote today.

“Voting is one of  the most 
important things you can do as 
a citizen. There’s an energy 

about campaigns; it’s exciting. 
In the end, we all want to do 
what is best for the state and 
nation,” he said.

Even as this election year 
wraps up, Suslak is thinking 
ahead to next year and the city 
election.

“(Council at large candidate) 
Brian LaPierre has asked me to 
be his treasurer,” he said.

Suslak thinks Lynn “is on the 
verge of  opportunity to make 
things better,” but dismisses 
the idea of  a future election run 
on his part.

“I’m more of  a behind-the-
scenes guy, but I would never 
say never,” he said.

Thor Jourgensen may be 
reached at tjourgensen@item-
live.com.
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He said these establishments 
“have reinforced that it is time 
for a change.”

Finn said the lowest point of  
his campaign was the political 
debacle in Saugus between the 

board of  selectmen and former 
Town Manager Scott Crabtree, 
who was terminated by the 
board last week.

“Seeing the situation involv-
ing the board of  selectmen and 
the town manager devolve into 
a suspension and a termination 
has been quite disheartening,” 
he said. 

Although Finn does not 
believe a recall is the answer, 
either.

“This community needs to 
work together and disagree-
ments need to be handled more 
constructively,” he said. 

Wong agreed, saying he looks 
forward to working with Sau-
gus “as soon as they find a new 

town manager.”   
The 9th Essex District 

includes Saugus, except for pre-
cincts 3 and 10; precincts 1 and 
2 in Ward 1 in Lynn; and four 
precincts in Wakefield.  

Christopher Roberson may be 
reached at croberson@itemlive.
com.
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knew,” said Earl, 39. “I felt safer 
there than on the streets.”

A $178,000 cut in federal fund-
ing led to the cancellation of  a 
day program at the Willow 
Street shelter in March. The 
program offered some case 
management, help for clients 
who needed to apply for bene-
fits, group support and motiva-
tional speakers. The program 
also offered a supervised place 
for members of  the local home-
less population to stay during 
the day.

Without the program, about 
60 people (both residents stay-
ing at the shelter and local 
homeless persons who stay 
elsewhere but participated in 
the day program) had no place 
to go during the day.   

“Unless you’re 22 and under 
or 60 and older, there’s noth-
ing,” Lynn Shelter Association 
street advocate Patrick Byrne 
said. He explained that youth 
and senior programs in the city 
can accommodate homeless 
persons during the hours the 
overnight shelter closes. But, 
he said, “Aside from that, peo-
ple are on the street from 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.”

Complaints about panhan-

dling and loitering accumulat-
ed over the summer. Driving 
around the city with Byrne in 
mid-October, it was clear that 
the homeless population may 
not be at the shelter during the 
day, but they are still in the city. 

For some, they have no place 
else to go.

Shanon, 61, said she has been 
homeless in Lynn — living 
either in the shelter for 30-day 
stints, or on the streets — since 
being released from jail two 
years ago after admitting to a 
sexual offense. Her record 
excludes her from many shel-
ters, she has health problems 
treated by local doctors, attends 
a weekly group meeting and is 
familiar with the local police 
and court officials.  

“I’m pretty much situated 
here in Lynn with the police 
station, my parole officer and 
the group I attend,” Shanon 
said. 

Now she is living with Earl in 
what Byrne described as “the 
more alternative” of  the three 
homeless camps on the Lyn-
nway, a spot along the Saugus 
River where the homeless say 
they can be left alone and catch 
fish for dinner.

“No one really (messes) with 
us over here,” Mike, 31, another 
resident of  that camp, said.

Mike was hosting his girl-

friend in his four-person tent 
hooked up with electricity from 
a generator. He cooked over a 
propane stovetop with a griddle 
or over a barbeque pit. Water 
jugs were lined up, and a solar 
shower hung from a branch.

Mike, who is from Nahant but 
also lived in Revere and Lynn 
recently, said he had been liv-
ing in the tent for two months. 
He said he visits My Brother’s 
Table but decided to camp out 
because he “didn’t feel like 
dealing with all the people who 
go to the shelter.”

He said he also doesn’t go to 
the other camps, including one 
directly across the street.

“On the other side of  the Lyn-
nway, it’s a lot different,” Mike 
said. “There’s drugs and alco-
hol on that side. This side, 
you’re either clean or in treat-
ment.”

But just about 30 yards away 
from Mike and Shanon and 
Earl’s campsite, a dismantled 
and burned campground sug-
gested all was not “live and let 
live.”

Byrne said that some of  the 
residents had said the camp 
was ransacked by other mem-
bers of  the homeless popula-
tion. Others said it was dis-
mantled by city officials, then 
scavenged by other homeless. 

Shanon also said a friend of  

Mike’s had robbed her and Earl 
a week earlier. She said she had 
her tent stolen by a homeless 
person who was camping at the 
third main homeless camp — 
the old Beacon Chevrolet site. 
She and Earl avoid that site 
because they said it is too dan-
gerous. 

“You would think that with so 
many people sleeping in tents 
like us, we would work together 
rather than against each other,” 
Shanon said.

The robbery also set back her 
plans for the winter.

She and Earl were planning 
to buy two sheds that they 
would rig with electricity, insu-
late, heat with an electric heat-
er and carpet with indoor/out-
door carpeting. But she didn’t 
seem to think it would be per-
manent.

“I pretty much don’t ever see 
me living in my own place,” 
Shanon said.

So she sees Byrne regularly 
and has teamed up with Earl.

“I pretty much spend the time 
taking care of  myself, taking 
care of  Shannon, keeping an 
eye on her with the health 
issues she’s having,” Earl said. 
“The only thing I haven’t gotten 
used to is the air traffic because 
we’re so close to Logan.”

Cyrus Moulton may be reached 
at cmoulton@itemlive.com.

hoMeLess
FROM�PAge�A1

Nov��6 Nov��14


