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Ensure both foster and kinship carers are adequately supported to provide excel
lence in care and support to Victoria’s vulnerable children. 
Increase support to children ageing out of the care system to enable strong transi
tions to independence and explore extending the leaving age to 21 years. 
Develop early intervention strategies with the younger Aboriginal generation to 
build resilience and address the overrepresentation of Aboriginal Victorian chil
dren in the Out of Home Care System.  
Ensure Aboriginal Victorian children in the system have Aboriginal child place
ment principles consistently applied and monitored, and remain connected to their 
culture by charging Aboriginal agencies such as the Victorian Aboriginal Child
care Agency (VACCA). 

 

Liberal National Coalition 
Support families to encourage effective environment for individuals to 
achieve their full potential. 

Extend the age of care to 21. 
 

Greens Party 
Every effort should be made to uphold the principle of Aboriginal self
management and selfdetermination, with appropriate consultation of 
Aboriginal agencies. 
 Reduction in the number of children and young people, especially 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people, who are placed 
with carers who do not share their cultural or religious background. 
Increase the  number and support for trained Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
carers. 
Support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community initiatives and net
works, alcohol and other substance abuse initiatives, Aboriginal Women's Legal 
Services, and safe houses.   
Support Aboriginal rights groups such as Grandmas Against Removal. 
Ongoing development of child protection and culturallyrelevant family support 
projects, including parenting programs for both men and women, run by 
and for Aboriginal people. 









Out of Home Care 



 

 

In 2017 Aboriginal children in Victoria were more than 14 times more likely to 
be in out of home care.  

88% of Aboriginal Victorian children in outof home care have experienced fam
ily violence.  

The most common factors for Aboriginal children entering outofhome care are 
poverty, poor mental health, family violence, drug and alcohol abuse and disabil
ity. There is very clear evidence between these factors and the structural con
straints that are the legacy of two centuries of devastating state policy.  

In October 2017, just under 60% of Aboriginal Victorian children in outofhome 
care were placed with relatives/kin, other indigenous care givers or in Indigenous 
residential care. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle states the 
preferred order of placement for an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child 
who has been removed from their birth family is carers within family and kinship 
networks, nonrelated carers in the child’s community, and then carers in another 
Indigenous community. 

Australian Labor Party 
Address the overrepresentation of Aboriginal Victorian children in the 
Out of Home Care System and ensure Aboriginal Victorian children in 
the system have Aboriginal child placement principles consistently ap
plied  
Implement the ‘Roadmap for Reform’, the current strategy to reform family ser
vices,  from crisis response to an early intervention and prevention focus. 
Work to reduce the number of children in residential care and divert them into 
culturally appropriate homebased placements or return them safely to family. 
Transform residential care so it becomes a shortterm intervention for children 
with complex needs before placing them in a loving family. 
Expand home based care options by recruiting more foster carers.  





Out of Home Care 
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This is a guide to six issues faced by Aboriginal Victorians and the 
policies of the Australian Labor Party Victoria, the Liberal National 
Coalition of Victoria and the Greens Victoria. 
 
These issues are interconnected and the outcomes of one area of 
concern has direct and indirect impacts on other areas. 
 
Aboriginal Victorians refers to any Traditional Owners living in the state 
of Victoria 
 





 

Since European settlement of Australia, no Australian government has made a 
treaty agreement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The conse
quences of colonisation have been oppressive debilitating to the culture, health 
and opportunities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Despite these effects, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people maintain sov
ereignty over the land.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have not had the same outcomes in 
education, health, housing, and cultural support as nonIndigenous Australia. 

The Victorian Government began consultations with communities and Elders in 
April 2016.  

The Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission was established earlier this year 
and will help to establish the Aboriginal Representative Body which will negoti
ate the treaty framework and elements of treaty with the Victorian government.  

The first piece of Treaty legislation in Australia,  
 was passed in June 2018The Act outlines 
guidelines for the establishment of a Treaty, including the roles of the Aboriginal 
Representative Body and Victorian government in negotiating a framework for 
Treaty 

Australian Labor Party 
•Work with Aboriginal Victorians to determine a process that reports 
against a set of key indicators and monitors government efforts to 
improve outcomes across the Victorian Aboriginal Community 

•Consider establishing an independent Parliamentary officeholder. 
The Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission will continue to lead engage
ment on the treaty process and the development of the Aboriginal Representa
tive Body with the Aboriginal Community.  

Aboriginal Elders and Traditional Owners are being supported to engage further 
on the state’s Treaty process through Treaty Circle Grants that will fund small 
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Protection for cultural rights of Aboriginal peoples, including their right to prac
tice and revitalise their cultural traditions, customs and language; and resources 
for community initiatives to maintain, protect and develop the past, present and  

Assist Traditional Owners to acquire, own and/or manage those lands, resources 
and waters; and access opportunities for economic participation and develop
ment.  

Strengthening the Aboriginal Heritage Act to ensure that heritage decisions are 
made by the relevant Registered Aboriginal Party, that items of Aboriginal cul
tural heritage are returned to and managed by Traditional Owners and that Abo
riginal Victorians play a fundamental role in land and heritage management. 

Local communities, including local aboriginal people, must have the opportu
nity to participate in water catchment planning and management. 

A water allocation framework that explicitly recognises Aboriginal cultural val
ues and native title rights, provides legal recognition of and protection for cul
tural flows, and provides statutory roles in water governance for Traditional 
Owners. 

Improve the participation in agriculture by women, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and other people who may face unfair barriers. 

Ensure that the management of Victoria’s forests are in accordance with the 
principles of intergenerational equity, the precautionary principle, biodiversity 
conservation and respect for the traditional ownership of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.  

Protection of approximately 3000 gum trees, including hundreds of Old Growth 
gum trees at Langi Ghiran which will be cut down for the widening of the West
ern Highway. A number of these gum trees are sacred birthing trees to Tjap 
Wurrung people 
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  Investigate the application of a revenue scheme for Traditional Owner groups, 
incorporating best practice from other models and jurisdictions. 
Work with Traditional Owners as equal partners in the management of public 
lands and natural resources, planning and management. 
Ensure that Caring for Country will become embedded as the best practice ap
proach to land and sea management in Victoria. 
Support Victorian Aboriginal landholders to map their cultural heritage. 
Continue and expand the practice of having Traditional Owner Country plaques/
signs at geographic markers at government boundaries or Traditional Owner 
boundaries. 
Roll out Statewide initiatives across cemeteries to ensure culturally appropriate 
resting places.  
Work with relevant Aboriginal groups and individuals to establish codes of con
duct that ensure consent of Aboriginal Victorians is obtained when collecting and 
using Indigenous information for research. 
Development of the Western highway which will require deforestation of ap
proximately 3000 gum trees at Langi Ghiran including birthing trees of the Tjap 
Wurrung people. 

                  Liberal National Coalition
Supports ‘cool burns’, traditional burning techniques used by Aborigi
nal Victorians. This will  help to avoid dangerous bushfires.  

 
Aim to eliminate unwarranted regulations and to utilise the State's 
natural resources in a sustainable manner. 

Prudent conservation of Australia's natural resources and environment. 
 

 
   Greens Party 

Negotiate settlement agreements with Victorian Traditional Owners 
which deliver land and asset bases for social, cultural and economic 
development in line with their priorities and aspirations. 

future manifestations of their cultures, including intellectual property. 
Aboriginal groups wishing to make land and cultural heritage claims 







 

Land and Waterways 

er consultations or ‘Treaty Circles’ on key matters relating to Treaty, while 
Treaty Engagement Grants that will support deeper, ongoing consultation, as 
well as strategicplanning and research in the areas of selfdetermination and 
Treaty 

Liberal National Coalition 
The Coalition did not support the Advancing the Treaty Process 
with Aboriginal Victorians Act 2018 in June of this year, believ
ing that the treaty process should be left to the Federal govern
ment  

 
Greens Party 

•The Greens have supported Treaty since the beginning and have 
pushed for clans based Treaty since 2017 as many clan Elders ex
pressed frustration at being left out of the treaty process.  

• The Greens have pushed for more emphasis on the sovereignty of 
Traditional Owners in the 
  

•Government policies which respect the right of Aboriginal peoples to self
determination and the right to practice and revitalize the language 

Protection for cultural rights of Aboriginal peoples, including their right to prac
tise and revitalise their cultural traditions, customs and language; and resources 
for community initiatives to maintain, protect and develop the past, present and 
future manifestations of their cultures, including intellectual property. 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students have significantly lower rates of literacy 
and numeracy, school attendance and school retention than their nonIndigenous peers. 
The proportion of Victorian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students achieving na
tional minimum standards in NAPLAN is on track to achieve only half the goals set out 
in the 2008 Close the Gap report (year 3 and 5 reading and year 5 and 9 numeracy). 
Since 2008, the gap in fouryearold kindergarten participation has narrowed by 80%, 
placing Aboriginal kindergarten participation at near parity to nonAboriginal attendance 
rates, yet there has been no other meaningful improvement in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander attendance rates across Victoria.  
Lack of culturally appropriate support programs and education structures contribute to 
the under engagement of Aboriginal Victorian students. Such programs and structures 
require guidance by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples at all levels. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, culture and language is underrepresented in 
the education system. The education system requires more Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander teachers and employees in order to promote the acknowledgement, engagement 
and respect of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.  

Despite Aboriginal Victorian students staying in school longer, lower school attendance 
and NAPLAN achievement rates indicate ongoing challenges to improving education 
outcomes for Aboriginal Victorian students across the state.  

Australian Labor Party 
Commit to the revival and maintenance of Victorian Aboriginal languages. 
Support Aboriginal communities to take a leadership role in the implementa
tion of Marrung, Victoria’s Aboriginal education plan, that seeks to ensure 
that our education system is inclusive, responsive and respectful of Aborigi
nal people at every stage of their education. 
Support Aboriginal Victorian Elders and community members to become involved in the 
education process. 
Develop curriculum and teaching materials that include positive Aboriginal Victorian 
role models, promote Aboriginal Victorian history and culture as an ongoing part of our 
national identity and reflect Aboriginal Victorian worldviews, including the impacts of 
colonisation and racism; and encourage and support Aboriginal Victorian people to be
come teachers and early childhood educators across the sector. 






Education 

How the Parties Compare 



 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people hold a connection to country which 
dates back over 60,000 years. The lands tell dreamtime stories and reflect the his
tory of the land and its people. This connection does not translate directly into the 
dominant colonial world view in Australia. Respect for and positive management 
of the lands and waters is vital for the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander People as well as the wellbeing of the land and waters.  

Traditional methods of land and waterways management, as well as cultural prac
tices, were largely outlawed during and after colonisation. This has been a form 
of oppression of Aboriginal Victorians. 

There have been increasing support for and efforts to revitalise traditional meth
ods of land and waterways management such as cultural burning which help 
avoid dangerous bushfires and ensure healthy river systems which supports local 
ecosystems. Some cultural practices are still illegal around the state. 

There are a number of Victorian Traditional Owners managing their land. This is 
in part due, yet not limited, to Traditional Owner Settlements, the establishment 
of Registered Aboriginal Parties and encouragement of land management educa
tion for Aboriginal Victorians. 

Each Traditional Owner group must guide the process of local land management.  
Colonisation has affected the traditional knowledge and environment in a variety 
of ways around Victoria meaning the structure of land management and Aborigi
nal consultation should be different across the state. 

                      Australian Labour Party 
Support the Yorta Yorta people to unlock cultural heritage at the Bar
mah National Park through the development of a master plan and bring 
more visitors to, and improve biodiversity though intensive land and 
natural resource management, of Kalimna Park and Greater Bendigo 
National Park, including recruitment for dedicated Traditional Owner 
ranger positions.  
Accelerate the negotiation and resolution of outstanding Traditional Owner Set
tlement claims. 



 

Land and Waterways 

How the Parties Compare 





 



 
Investigate the application of a revenue scheme for Traditional Owner groups, 

incorporating best practice from other models and jurisdictions. 

Greens Party 
Targeted investment in organisations developed and controlled by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to improve the health out
comes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

Adequate funding for safe, high quality, appropriate care for people 
with very high or complex care needs, including Aboriginal and Tor
res Strait Islander people with disabilities. 

Ensuring the provision of cultural and ageappropriate, as well as language
specific, services for Victorians from all backgrounds and, in particular, ensuring 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with disability have access to ser
vices that meet their needs. 

 

Health 


 

 Aboriginal Victorian people to become teachers and early childhood educators across the 
sector.  
Boost Aboriginal Victorian participation in vital early childhood learning services 

through initiatives such as the Koorie Kids Shine program. 
Assist Aboriginal people to establish playgroups and parent support groups and develop 

culturally appropriate programs to support Aboriginal young people at risk of disengag
ing. 

Introduce an Aboriginal language recovery approach in schools, and create an Aboriginal 
Languages Week.  

Expand trials of Aboriginal language playgroups and language schools for children in 
conjunction with Aboriginal Victorian Elders and VCAL. 

 
      Liberal National Coalition 

equal opportunities for all Australians in a tolerant and diverse society. 
 
Abolish a state wide curriculum for areas of importance such as Abo
riginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures in favour of a 
local approach,  yet support a state wide curriculum around Australia’s 
‘shared cultural heritage’. 

 
     Greens Party 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities should be able to 
contribute the design and delivery of educational services for their 
children and other community members. 

Culturally appropriate programs for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is
lander children to support their participation in early childhood education and 
care services and an increased support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students. 

Staffing to ensure that children with particular additional needs are provided with 
a comprehensive education, including in schools with a high proportion of Abo
riginal and Torres Strait Islander children. 

Inclusion of the history, culture and contemporary experience of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people in the school curriculum, and in the training and 
professional development of all teachers. 
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In June 2016, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people made up 8% of the 
Victorian prison population, despite accounting for 0.9 per cent of the Victorian 
population.  

Common social determinants for criminal convictions include economic adver
sity, discrimination, unemployment, low self esteem and family instability. In 
order to reduce crime and cultural and racial discrimination, social and economic 
disadvantage must be addressed, and early intervention programs should target 
youth at risk of entering the criminal justice system.  

Resources such as the and the
(RCADIC) outline mistreatment of and nega
tive bias towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People in the prison sys
tem. 

Women in the prison system 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women account for 34% of the Australian 
female prison population, yet only 2% of the Australian female population. Abo
riginal women facing adversity are often disenfranchised by support services.  

To reduce these alarming numbers of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander wo
men in prison, Victoria should provide support specifically targeted towards 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women facing adversity by providing cul
turally supportive services with guidance and implementation from Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander organisations and employees. 

In July 2018 the National congress called on every state to create a Justice Rein
vestment scheme. The scheme reallocates taxpayers money from prisons and 
invests them in communities where they are much needed. Justice Reinvestment 
aims to reduce crime rather than simply punish and criminalise. Investing money 
locally supports individuals and communities who are facing difficulties, redu
ces systemic racism and reduces the chances of youth entering the criminal justi
ce system. 

Stolen Wages 
From 1869 until 1974 hundreds of Aboriginal Victorians had their wages un
fairly withheld under the Aboriginal Protection Act 1869 (Vic). This is now 
known as stolen wages. There has been limited research into the breadth and 
effects of stolen wages, yet most Aboriginal Victorians affected by stolen wages 
have not received compensation. 





Justice 


 

 lop cultural protocols within the Victorian health system to increase accessibility 
and responsiveness to Aboriginal Victorians 
Deliver incentivebased programs to increase the number of Aboriginal Victorian 
health professionals  
Work with Aboriginal organisations to improve education, develop targeted pre
vention and health promotion strategies to address health status inequity  
Improve access to mental health and drug and alcohol services, linking Aborigi
nal organisations with other drug and alcohol service providers 
Improve referral pathways for Aboriginal Victorians to Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Organisation drug and alcohol service providers, work with the Abo
riginal communities to develop and implement strategies to reduce the incidence 
of selfharm and suicide, and expand culturally appropriate rehabilitation and 
withdrawal services for Aboriginal Victorians. 
Work to address problem gambling in vulnerable communities, including for 
Aboriginal Victorians. 
Make sure all Victorians with a disability are supported by helping Aboriginal 
Victorian organisations participate in NDIS service delivery.  
Ensure funded service providers understand the impact of colonisation and inter
generational trauma. 
Increase the level of dental services for Aboriginal people including by ensuring 
all public dental services actively work with Aboriginal communities to improve 
access to dental care. 
Recognise and support the specific end of life needs of Aboriginal Victorians


Liberal National Coalition 
Protection of people who are vulnerable, in ill health, disadvantaged or 
in need, and in providing them with effective assistance. 

Provision of adequate care for those incapable of caring for themselves. 
 
No Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander health policy 
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The gap in life expectancy between Aboriginal and nonAboriginal Australians is 
9.5 years for women and 10.6 years for men. Prenatal mortality is approximately 
twice as high among Aboriginal Victorian infants who are also twice as likely to 
have a low birth weight.  
Aboriginal Victorians are less likely to seek medical care due to discrimination, 
lack of culturally appropriate services, lack of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is
lander people employed or informing medical policies and common misdiagnosis 
caused by lack of cross cultural training.  
Aboriginal Victorians are more likely to experience wider food insecurity, higher 
rates of homelessness and family violence and impeded self confidence due to dis
crimination. These factors lead to higher rates of disenfranchisement from medical 
services, higher rates of drug and alcohol consumption, higher risk of mental 
health issues and a need for health education in the Victorian Aboriginal popula
tion.  
Aboriginal Victorians exhibit higher rates of chronic diseases such as diabetes and 
dementia than nonAboriginal Victorians.  

Australian Labor Party 
Support women’s reproductive choices, ensure accessible assisted re
productive services and improve the accessibility and affordability of 
medical and surgical terminations, including at public hospitals, while 
reducing unwanted pregnancies 
Provide impartial education and counselling services on pregnancy options and 
publicly fund pregnancy support and pregnancy loss counselling 
Increase the number of culturally supportive birthing suites for Aboriginal Victo
rian mothers, and consider ways to help more rural and regional mothers, particu
larly Aboriginal Victorian mothers, accompany their babies when transferred to 
major metropolitan hospitals. 
Increase the participation of Aboriginal Victorians in health policy devel
opment and service delivery and deve  
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Spent Convictions 
Until the early 1990s, the Victorian court system did not distinguish between cri
minal and welfare proceedings, leaving many children who received state care 
with criminal records or ‘spent convictions’. Victoria is the only state in Austra
lia which does not have spent conviction legislation, meaning irrelevant criminal 
convictions may affect employment outcomes. Due to the high number of forced 
removal of Aboriginal Victorian children, many Aboriginal Victorians have a 
spent conviction. 

Initiated by WoorDungin, the Criminal Record Discrimination Project (CRDP) 
is a collaboration of various community and legal organisation and seeks two 
reforms: 

1.The introduction of a legislated spent convictions scheme in Victoria 
2.An amendment to the Equal Opportunity Act 2010 (Vic) to prohibit discrimina
tion against people with an irrelevant criminal record. 

In March 2018, the Labor Government tabled a letter in Parliament which outli
ned a range of actions to acknowledge the harm and distress caused by the histo
rical recording practices. The Government is now considering: 

1.A formal apology that acknowledges how these practices may have af
fected care leavers 

2.How the law can make clear that specific historical provisions under 
which children were taken into care and protection as a result of a care and 
protection application alone did not create criminal offences and therefore 
do not give rise to criminal convictions 

3.If other laws need to be changed to correct the records if they are mislead
ing and suggest criminal conduct. 

The letter does not mention either of the recommendations outlined by Woor
Dungin. 

Aboriginal Justice Agreement 
The Victorian Aboriginal Justice Agreement (AJA) is a partnership between the 
Victorian Government and the Aboriginal Victorian community which aims to 
minimise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander overrepresentation in the crimi
nal justice system by incorporating Aboriginal guidance into the design, develop
ment and implementation of all justice policies and programs that affect Aborigi
nal Victorians  
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Australian Labor Party 
Develop a wholeofgovernment strategy to reduce the contact with the youth 
justice system by young people from specific, overrepresented back
grounds, including Aboriginal Victorian young people, including as
sembling the Aboriginal Youth Justice Taskforce which will examine 
about 250 cases of Aboriginal young people in the youth justice sys
tem and expand the Koorie Youth Justice Program. 

Develop culturally appropriate support programs to support those Aboriginal 
young people who are at risk of disengaging. 

Increase the quality and effectiveness of education and training (including cul
tural awareness training), for all working in the criminal justice system and de
liver culturally appropriate programs for prisoners. 

Continue an enhanced response to Aboriginal offenders with dedicated roles fo
cusing on identifying culturally appropriate referral options and allowing longer 
episode lengths when required. 

Continue working with Aboriginal Victorian communities to develop the fourth 
Aboriginal Justice Agreement, including a focus on youth justice. 

Continue the roll out of the Koori Court model.  
Engage the Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations and Aboriginal 
Legal Services to design and deliver justice programs that will help address Abo
riginal Victorians’ overrepresentation in the criminal justice system including 
primary prevention and diversion and Aboriginal legal services and integrated 
service provision partnerships. 

Further implement the recommendations from the report of the 
(RCADIC) and ensure annual reporting 
by the Victorian Government on the implementation of the recommendations. 

Work with Aboriginal Victorians to discuss the establishment of an independent 
Commissioner for Aboriginal Social Justice. 

Provide effective case management and wrap around services post release to as
sist in community reintegration and reduce recidivism. 

Provide adequate funding for Victoria Legal Aid community legal centres and 
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Services and ensure that the Federal Government 
pays its fair share. 

Investigate delivery of a compensation scheme for victims of Aboriginal stolen 
wages. 
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Liberal National Coalition 
Tough on crime such as statutory minimum jail term for second time 

offenders. 
Mandatory drug rehabilitation without the consideration of cultural 

identity. 
Maintenance of and adherence to the rule of law. 
 

Greens Party 
Recognise the continuing effect of past treatment of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and, work with the federal government to 
implement the recommendations of the . 
In the spirit of the 1997 Victorian Parliamentary Apology, provide full 
restitution to the stolen generations.  
Recognise the findings of the 2009 research into Aboriginal stolen wages in Vic
toria, a formal apology to Aboriginal workers who had their wages withheld, ac
knowledge their economic contribution to the state and act to provide restorative 
justice to their families.  
Continue support for the Aboriginal Justice Agreement, its Council and related 
initiatives (Koori Courts & Justice Forum), and address the continuing over
representation of Aboriginal people in the justice system.   
Providing resources to the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Com
mission to conduct research and prepare annual reports on progress towards 
equality for Aboriginal people in Victoria. 
Support for regional Aboriginal communities to maintain, strengthen and renew 
their cultural traditions and practices.  
Recognise the unique voice and history of Aboriginal people in local government 
and make parliament a more culturally inclusive space for Aboriginal Victorians. 
Have been long time supporters of justice reinvestment to increase community 
engagement at a local level and use a multidisciplinary, evidence based approach 
and have pushed for previous research into the rehabilitation and reintegration of 
prisoners into society such as an Ombudsman’s report in 2015. 
Expand existing programs such as the Drug Court, Koori Court and the 
Neighbourhood Justice Centre as outlined in a the report by the Victorian Om
budsman, Deborah Glass in 2015. 
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Australian Labor Party 
Develop a wholeofgovernment strategy to reduce the contact with the youth 
justice system by young people from specific, overrepresented back
grounds, including Aboriginal Victorian young people, including as
sembling the Aboriginal Youth Justice Taskforce which will examine 
about 250 cases of Aboriginal young people in the youth justice sys
tem and expand the Koorie Youth Justice Program. 

Develop culturally appropriate support programs to support those Aboriginal 
young people who are at risk of disengaging. 

Increase the quality and effectiveness of education and training (including cul
tural awareness training), for all working in the criminal justice system and de
liver culturally appropriate programs for prisoners. 

Continue an enhanced response to Aboriginal offenders with dedicated roles fo
cusing on identifying culturally appropriate referral options and allowing longer 
episode lengths when required. 

Continue working with Aboriginal Victorian communities to develop the fourth 
Aboriginal Justice Agreement, including a focus on youth justice. 

Continue the roll out of the Koori Court model.  
Engage the Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations and Aboriginal 
Legal Services to design and deliver justice programs that will help address Abo
riginal Victorians’ overrepresentation in the criminal justice system including 
primary prevention and diversion and Aboriginal legal services and integrated 
service provision partnerships. 

Further implement the recommendations from the report of the 
(RCADIC) and ensure annual reporting 
by the Victorian Government on the implementation of the recommendations. 

Work with Aboriginal Victorians to discuss the establishment of an independent 
Commissioner for Aboriginal Social Justice. 

Provide effective case management and wrap around services post release to as
sist in community reintegration and reduce recidivism. 

Provide adequate funding for Victoria Legal Aid community legal centres and 
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Services and ensure that the Federal Government 
pays its fair share. 

Investigate delivery of a compensation scheme for victims of Aboriginal stolen 
wages. 



How the Parties Compare  

 

Liberal National Coalition 
Tough on crime such as statutory minimum jail term for second time 

offenders. 
Mandatory drug rehabilitation without the consideration of cultural 

identity. 
Maintenance of and adherence to the rule of law. 
 

Greens Party 
Recognise the continuing effect of past treatment of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and, work with the federal government to 
implement the recommendations of the . 
In the spirit of the 1997 Victorian Parliamentary Apology, provide full 
restitution to the stolen generations.  
Recognise the findings of the 2009 research into Aboriginal stolen wages in Vic
toria, a formal apology to Aboriginal workers who had their wages withheld, ac
knowledge their economic contribution to the state and act to provide restorative 
justice to their families.  
Continue support for the Aboriginal Justice Agreement, its Council and related 
initiatives (Koori Courts & Justice Forum), and address the continuing over
representation of Aboriginal people in the justice system.   
Providing resources to the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Com
mission to conduct research and prepare annual reports on progress towards 
equality for Aboriginal people in Victoria. 
Support for regional Aboriginal communities to maintain, strengthen and renew 
their cultural traditions and practices.  
Recognise the unique voice and history of Aboriginal people in local government 
and make parliament a more culturally inclusive space for Aboriginal Victorians. 
Have been long time supporters of justice reinvestment to increase community 
engagement at a local level and use a multidisciplinary, evidence based approach 
and have pushed for previous research into the rehabilitation and reintegration of 
prisoners into society such as an Ombudsman’s report in 2015. 
Expand existing programs such as the Drug Court, Koori Court and the 
Neighbourhood Justice Centre as outlined in a the report by the Victorian Om
budsman, Deborah Glass in 2015. 
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The gap in life expectancy between Aboriginal and nonAboriginal Australians is 
9.5 years for women and 10.6 years for men. Prenatal mortality is approximately 
twice as high among Aboriginal Victorian infants who are also twice as likely to 
have a low birth weight.  
Aboriginal Victorians are less likely to seek medical care due to discrimination, 
lack of culturally appropriate services, lack of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is
lander people employed or informing medical policies and common misdiagnosis 
caused by lack of cross cultural training.  
Aboriginal Victorians are more likely to experience wider food insecurity, higher 
rates of homelessness and family violence and impeded self confidence due to dis
crimination. These factors lead to higher rates of disenfranchisement from medical 
services, higher rates of drug and alcohol consumption, higher risk of mental 
health issues and a need for health education in the Victorian Aboriginal popula
tion.  
Aboriginal Victorians exhibit higher rates of chronic diseases such as diabetes and 
dementia than nonAboriginal Victorians.  

Australian Labor Party 
Support women’s reproductive choices, ensure accessible assisted re
productive services and improve the accessibility and affordability of 
medical and surgical terminations, including at public hospitals, while 
reducing unwanted pregnancies 
Provide impartial education and counselling services on pregnancy options and 
publicly fund pregnancy support and pregnancy loss counselling 
Increase the number of culturally supportive birthing suites for Aboriginal Victo
rian mothers, and consider ways to help more rural and regional mothers, particu
larly Aboriginal Victorian mothers, accompany their babies when transferred to 
major metropolitan hospitals. 
Increase the participation of Aboriginal Victorians in health policy devel
opment and service delivery and deve  
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Spent Convictions 
Until the early 1990s, the Victorian court system did not distinguish between cri
minal and welfare proceedings, leaving many children who received state care 
with criminal records or ‘spent convictions’. Victoria is the only state in Austra
lia which does not have spent conviction legislation, meaning irrelevant criminal 
convictions may affect employment outcomes. Due to the high number of forced 
removal of Aboriginal Victorian children, many Aboriginal Victorians have a 
spent conviction. 

Initiated by WoorDungin, the Criminal Record Discrimination Project (CRDP) 
is a collaboration of various community and legal organisation and seeks two 
reforms: 

1.The introduction of a legislated spent convictions scheme in Victoria 
2.An amendment to the Equal Opportunity Act 2010 (Vic) to prohibit discrimina
tion against people with an irrelevant criminal record. 

In March 2018, the Labor Government tabled a letter in Parliament which outli
ned a range of actions to acknowledge the harm and distress caused by the histo
rical recording practices. The Government is now considering: 

1.A formal apology that acknowledges how these practices may have af
fected care leavers 

2.How the law can make clear that specific historical provisions under 
which children were taken into care and protection as a result of a care and 
protection application alone did not create criminal offences and therefore 
do not give rise to criminal convictions 

3.If other laws need to be changed to correct the records if they are mislead
ing and suggest criminal conduct. 

The letter does not mention either of the recommendations outlined by Woor
Dungin. 

Aboriginal Justice Agreement 
The Victorian Aboriginal Justice Agreement (AJA) is a partnership between the 
Victorian Government and the Aboriginal Victorian community which aims to 
minimise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander overrepresentation in the crimi
nal justice system by incorporating Aboriginal guidance into the design, develop
ment and implementation of all justice policies and programs that affect Aborigi
nal Victorians  
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students have significantly lower rates of literacy 
and numeracy, school attendance and school retention than their nonIndigenous peers. 
The proportion of Victorian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students achieving na
tional minimum standards in NAPLAN is on track to achieve only half the goals set out 
in the 2008 Close the Gap report (year 3 and 5 reading and year 5 and 9 numeracy). 
Since 2008, the gap in fouryearold kindergarten participation has narrowed by 80%, 
placing Aboriginal kindergarten participation at near parity to nonAboriginal attendance 
rates, yet there has been no other meaningful improvement in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander attendance rates across Victoria.  
Lack of culturally appropriate support programs and education structures contribute to 
the under engagement of Aboriginal Victorian students. Such programs and structures 
require guidance by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples at all levels. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, culture and language is underrepresented in 
the education system. The education system requires more Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander teachers and employees in order to promote the acknowledgement, engagement 
and respect of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.  

Despite Aboriginal Victorian students staying in school longer, lower school attendance 
and NAPLAN achievement rates indicate ongoing challenges to improving education 
outcomes for Aboriginal Victorian students across the state.  

Australian Labor Party 
Commit to the revival and maintenance of Victorian Aboriginal languages. 
Support Aboriginal communities to take a leadership role in the implementa
tion of Marrung, Victoria’s Aboriginal education plan, that seeks to ensure 
that our education system is inclusive, responsive and respectful of Aborigi
nal people at every stage of their education. 
Support Aboriginal Victorian Elders and community members to become involved in the 
education process. 
Develop curriculum and teaching materials that include positive Aboriginal Victorian 
role models, promote Aboriginal Victorian history and culture as an ongoing part of our 
national identity and reflect Aboriginal Victorian worldviews, including the impacts of 
colonisation and racism; and encourage and support Aboriginal Victorian people to be
come teachers and early childhood educators across the sector. 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people hold a connection to country which 
dates back over 60,000 years. The lands tell dreamtime stories and reflect the his
tory of the land and its people. This connection does not translate directly into the 
dominant colonial world view in Australia. Respect for and positive management 
of the lands and waters is vital for the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander People as well as the wellbeing of the land and waters.  

Traditional methods of land and waterways management, as well as cultural prac
tices, were largely outlawed during and after colonisation. This has been a form 
of oppression of Aboriginal Victorians. 

There have been increasing support for and efforts to revitalise traditional meth
ods of land and waterways management such as cultural burning which help 
avoid dangerous bushfires and ensure healthy river systems which supports local 
ecosystems. Some cultural practices are still illegal around the state. 

There are a number of Victorian Traditional Owners managing their land. This is 
in part due, yet not limited, to Traditional Owner Settlements, the establishment 
of Registered Aboriginal Parties and encouragement of land management educa
tion for Aboriginal Victorians. 

Each Traditional Owner group must guide the process of local land management.  
Colonisation has affected the traditional knowledge and environment in a variety 
of ways around Victoria meaning the structure of land management and Aborigi
nal consultation should be different across the state. 

                      Australian Labour Party 
Support the Yorta Yorta people to unlock cultural heritage at the Bar
mah National Park through the development of a master plan and bring 
more visitors to, and improve biodiversity though intensive land and 
natural resource management, of Kalimna Park and Greater Bendigo 
National Park, including recruitment for dedicated Traditional Owner 
ranger positions.  
Accelerate the negotiation and resolution of outstanding Traditional Owner Set
tlement claims. 
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  Investigate the application of a revenue scheme for Traditional Owner groups, 
incorporating best practice from other models and jurisdictions. 
Work with Traditional Owners as equal partners in the management of public 
lands and natural resources, planning and management. 
Ensure that Caring for Country will become embedded as the best practice ap
proach to land and sea management in Victoria. 
Support Victorian Aboriginal landholders to map their cultural heritage. 
Continue and expand the practice of having Traditional Owner Country plaques/
signs at geographic markers at government boundaries or Traditional Owner 
boundaries. 
Roll out Statewide initiatives across cemeteries to ensure culturally appropriate 
resting places.  
Work with relevant Aboriginal groups and individuals to establish codes of con
duct that ensure consent of Aboriginal Victorians is obtained when collecting and 
using Indigenous information for research. 
Development of the Western highway which will require deforestation of ap
proximately 3000 gum trees at Langi Ghiran including birthing trees of the Tjap 
Wurrung people. 

                  Liberal National Coalition
Supports ‘cool burns’, traditional burning techniques used by Aborigi
nal Victorians. This will  help to avoid dangerous bushfires.  

 
Aim to eliminate unwarranted regulations and to utilise the State's 
natural resources in a sustainable manner. 

Prudent conservation of Australia's natural resources and environment. 
 

 
   Greens Party 

Negotiate settlement agreements with Victorian Traditional Owners 
which deliver land and asset bases for social, cultural and economic 
development in line with their priorities and aspirations. 

future manifestations of their cultures, including intellectual property. 
Aboriginal groups wishing to make land and cultural heritage claims 







 

Land and Waterways 

er consultations or ‘Treaty Circles’ on key matters relating to Treaty, while 
Treaty Engagement Grants that will support deeper, ongoing consultation, as 
well as strategicplanning and research in the areas of selfdetermination and 
Treaty 

Liberal National Coalition 
The Coalition did not support the Advancing the Treaty Process 
with Aboriginal Victorians Act 2018 in June of this year, believ
ing that the treaty process should be left to the Federal govern
ment  

 
Greens Party 

•The Greens have supported Treaty since the beginning and have 
pushed for clans based Treaty since 2017 as many clan Elders ex
pressed frustration at being left out of the treaty process.  

• The Greens have pushed for more emphasis on the sovereignty of 
Traditional Owners in the 
  

•Government policies which respect the right of Aboriginal peoples to self
determination and the right to practice and revitalize the language 

Protection for cultural rights of Aboriginal peoples, including their right to prac
tise and revitalise their cultural traditions, customs and language; and resources 
for community initiatives to maintain, protect and develop the past, present and 
future manifestations of their cultures, including intellectual property. 
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Since European settlement of Australia, no Australian government has made a 
treaty agreement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The conse
quences of colonisation have been oppressive debilitating to the culture, health 
and opportunities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Despite these effects, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people maintain sov
ereignty over the land.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have not had the same outcomes in 
education, health, housing, and cultural support as nonIndigenous Australia. 

The Victorian Government began consultations with communities and Elders in 
April 2016.  

The Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission was established earlier this year 
and will help to establish the Aboriginal Representative Body which will negoti
ate the treaty framework and elements of treaty with the Victorian government.  

The first piece of Treaty legislation in Australia,  
 was passed in June 2018The Act outlines 
guidelines for the establishment of a Treaty, including the roles of the Aboriginal 
Representative Body and Victorian government in negotiating a framework for 
Treaty 

Australian Labor Party 
•Work with Aboriginal Victorians to determine a process that reports 
against a set of key indicators and monitors government efforts to 
improve outcomes across the Victorian Aboriginal Community 

•Consider establishing an independent Parliamentary officeholder. 
The Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission will continue to lead engage
ment on the treaty process and the development of the Aboriginal Representa
tive Body with the Aboriginal Community.  

Aboriginal Elders and Traditional Owners are being supported to engage further 
on the state’s Treaty process through Treaty Circle Grants that will fund small 
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Protection for cultural rights of Aboriginal peoples, including their right to prac
tice and revitalise their cultural traditions, customs and language; and resources 
for community initiatives to maintain, protect and develop the past, present and  

Assist Traditional Owners to acquire, own and/or manage those lands, resources 
and waters; and access opportunities for economic participation and develop
ment.  

Strengthening the Aboriginal Heritage Act to ensure that heritage decisions are 
made by the relevant Registered Aboriginal Party, that items of Aboriginal cul
tural heritage are returned to and managed by Traditional Owners and that Abo
riginal Victorians play a fundamental role in land and heritage management. 

Local communities, including local aboriginal people, must have the opportu
nity to participate in water catchment planning and management. 

A water allocation framework that explicitly recognises Aboriginal cultural val
ues and native title rights, provides legal recognition of and protection for cul
tural flows, and provides statutory roles in water governance for Traditional 
Owners. 

Improve the participation in agriculture by women, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and other people who may face unfair barriers. 

Ensure that the management of Victoria’s forests are in accordance with the 
principles of intergenerational equity, the precautionary principle, biodiversity 
conservation and respect for the traditional ownership of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.  

Protection of approximately 3000 gum trees, including hundreds of Old Growth 
gum trees at Langi Ghiran which will be cut down for the widening of the West
ern Highway. A number of these gum trees are sacred birthing trees to Tjap 
Wurrung people 
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In 2017 Aboriginal children in Victoria were more than 14 times more likely to 
be in out of home care.  

88% of Aboriginal Victorian children in outof home care have experienced fam
ily violence.  

The most common factors for Aboriginal children entering outofhome care are 
poverty, poor mental health, family violence, drug and alcohol abuse and disabil
ity. There is very clear evidence between these factors and the structural con
straints that are the legacy of two centuries of devastating state policy.  

In October 2017, just under 60% of Aboriginal Victorian children in outofhome 
care were placed with relatives/kin, other indigenous care givers or in Indigenous 
residential care. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle states the 
preferred order of placement for an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child 
who has been removed from their birth family is carers within family and kinship 
networks, nonrelated carers in the child’s community, and then carers in another 
Indigenous community. 

Australian Labor Party 
Address the overrepresentation of Aboriginal Victorian children in the 
Out of Home Care System and ensure Aboriginal Victorian children in 
the system have Aboriginal child placement principles consistently ap
plied  
Implement the ‘Roadmap for Reform’, the current strategy to reform family ser
vices,  from crisis response to an early intervention and prevention focus. 
Work to reduce the number of children in residential care and divert them into 
culturally appropriate homebased placements or return them safely to family. 
Transform residential care so it becomes a shortterm intervention for children 
with complex needs before placing them in a loving family. 
Expand home based care options by recruiting more foster carers.  
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This is a guide to six issues faced by Aboriginal Victorians and the 
policies of the Australian Labor Party Victoria, the Liberal National 
Coalition of Victoria and the Greens Victoria. 
 
These issues are interconnected and the outcomes of one area of 
concern has direct and indirect impacts on other areas. 
 
Aboriginal Victorians refers to any Traditional Owners living in the state 
of Victoria 
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Ensure both foster and kinship carers are adequately supported to provide excel
lence in care and support to Victoria’s vulnerable children. 
Increase support to children ageing out of the care system to enable strong transi
tions to independence and explore extending the leaving age to 21 years. 
Develop early intervention strategies with the younger Aboriginal generation to 
build resilience and address the overrepresentation of Aboriginal Victorian chil
dren in the Out of Home Care System.  
Ensure Aboriginal Victorian children in the system have Aboriginal child place
ment principles consistently applied and monitored, and remain connected to their 
culture by charging Aboriginal agencies such as the Victorian Aboriginal Child
care Agency (VACCA). 

 

Liberal National Coalition 
Support families to encourage effective environment for individuals to 
achieve their full potential. 

Extend the age of care to 21. 
 

Greens Party 
Every effort should be made to uphold the principle of Aboriginal self
management and selfdetermination, with appropriate consultation of 
Aboriginal agencies. 
 Reduction in the number of children and young people, especially 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people, who are placed 
with carers who do not share their cultural or religious background. 
Increase the  number and support for trained Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
carers. 
Support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community initiatives and net
works, alcohol and other substance abuse initiatives, Aboriginal Women's Legal 
Services, and safe houses.   
Support Aboriginal rights groups such as Grandmas Against Removal. 
Ongoing development of child protection and culturallyrelevant family support 
projects, including parenting programs for both men and women, run by 
and for Aboriginal people. 
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ANTaR Victoria acknowledges Aboriginal Victorians as the Tra
ditional custodians of the land on which we live and work. Our 

office is based on Wurundjeri country.  
 
 
 

 
ANTaR Victoria is a grassroots organisation campaigning for justice in  

solidarity with Australia's First Peoples.  
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A guide to policies which affect 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples in the 2018 Victorian election 

A guide to the major Victorian parties policies: 

 TREATY 

 OUT OF HOME CARE 

 LAND AND WATER 

 JUSTICE 

 HEALTH 

 EDUCATION 
 
Don’t forget to vote on Saturday, 24th of November 


