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ANTaR Victoria acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners of Victoria, 

on whose lands we live and work. We acknowledge and respect the oldest 

continuing cultures in the world and pay respects to the great work of the many 

Aboriginal Elders and leaders, past, present and emerging. 
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Sea of Hands at the Goodstart Early Learning Centre, Yarrawonga 
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Our PeopleOur PeopleOur PeopleOur People 

Angus Frith 

Laura Coburn, Maysa Rachmany, Pietro Ubbiali, Howard Tankey, Sam Porz, Ga 

Coulthard, Meaghan Gaunt, Meg Evans, Peter  van Maan, Alex Eugene, Amina Mwise-

neza, Susanna Dansie, Kimberly/Zheng Wong, Alexa P, Malgosia Duda, Catherine 

O'Rourke. 

StaffStaffStaffStaff 

Brigid Knight-Braniff 

 C0-Chair 

Jenne Perlstein 

 Co-Chair 

Jill Webb 

Alex Eugene 

John Farlow 

Treasurer, Secretary 

Vic Say John Moore 

VolunteersVolunteersVolunteersVolunteers 

Ivan Kolker 

Office Manager 
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CoCoCoCo----Chairs Chairs Chairs Chairs ReportReportReportReport    
This year has been a busy one with the 

Treaty process in full swing and an im-

pending state election. With the help of 

our Office Manager, Ivan, volunteers, 

the committee of management, mem-

bers and supporters we have launched 

two major campaigns and continued to 

engage in community education and ac-

tivism. The success of this year has 

meant we will be hiring a part time new 

member focusing on Communications & 

fund raising of staff in 2019. 

This year we have particularly focused 

on the overall direction of ANTaR Victo-

ria, including governance, communica-

tions and key stakeholder relationships. 

This has included developing a strategy 

for guidance and engagement with Vic-

torian Aboriginal peoples. We have been 

recruiting volunteers onto the Comittee 

of Management.  Ivan as office manager 

has contributed significantly to many 

governance issues such as risk manage-

ment, insurance policy and procedure 

clarification for local groups and budget 

along with hard working treasurer John 

Farlow.  

Victorians for Treaty was the first cam-

paign launched this year and will con-

tinue to follow the Victorian Treaty 

process as it brings to fruition a just 

agreement between Victorian Aboriginal 

peoples and the State government. The 

Election Scorecard was released in Au-

gust. This campaign aimed to clarify the 

parties’ policies around issues affecting 

Aboriginal Victorians. This has proven 

popular and we have received feedback 

from many members of the public who 

have sought to better understand these 

areas of Aboriginal affairs. 

Community engagement has continued 

in an energetic fashion. As usual, we ran 

two stalls on Invasion Day. One was at 

Share the Spirit at the Treasury Gardens 

and the other was at Survival Day at the 

Belgrave Gardens. We will hold another 

stall at Music at the Wetlands which is 

an environmentally focused festival in 

November. Volunteers Alex, Gabrielle, 

Amina and Brigid spoke at Wesley Col-

lege about how to be a good ally by dis-

cussing the need for self education and 

providing resources. Brigid has been in-

terviewed on radio twice. Once on 3KND 

to discuss Victorians for Treaty and once 

on 3CR about the Election Scorecard. 

A huge thank you goes to the volunteers 

who work tirelessly. We wouldn’t be 

able to do what we do without them. 

We appreciate the ongoing efforts of 

Howard, Alex, Gabrielle, Sam, Pietro, 
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Maysa, and Meaghan. We’d also like to 

thank all members of the Committee of 

Management for their contribution. Par-

ticularly John Moore who has stepped off 

the committee but who contributed to 

policy and financial management and has 

been an asset to ANTaR Victoria for the 

past three years.  Thank you to Laura 

Coburn who stepped down earlier in the 

year after 12 months of contributing to 

ANTaR Victoria as both intern and com-

mittee member. We also acknowledge 

the Brotherhood of St Laurence who 

have supported us for many years 

ANTaR Victoria has had an exciting 

twelve months. Victorian’s for Treaty, 

ANTaR’s campaign to support the treaty 

process in Victoria was launched as was 

election scorecard, which put issues 

faced by Victorian Aboriginals on the 

agenda of voters in the upcoming Victo-

rian election 

ANTaR Victoria has also been working on 

improving our behind the scenes proc-

esses.  A lot has been achieved and 

there still is a significant amount of 

work to be done.  Except for myself, as 

the only paid employee (0.4 EFT), all 

this work is achieved by the contribution 

of Volunteers.  Volunteers assist in the 

office, at stalls and events and on the 

Committee of Management. Some of the 

names will be familiar to you, having 

volunteered for many years; however it 

is exciting to see new volunteers names 

added to the list.  August also marked 

my one year anniversary as the ANTaR 

Victoria Office Manager. 

Finally, a big thanks you to all our won-

derful Members, ultimately, without 

your support we would not be able to 

achieve what we do.  

through accommodation for the office, 

HR support, tech support and more. We 

could not exist without this.  

We look forward to another year of sup-

porting justice for first peoples and en-

gaging Victorians on this matter. It is ex-

citing to see the progress that is being 

made in the rights of First Peoples across 

the board and at all levels. With the sup-

port of members and fellow organisa-

tions we will strive to continue this trend 

effectively, respectfully, and harmoni-

ously.  
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CampaignsCampaignsCampaignsCampaigns 

Victorians for Victorians for Victorians for Victorians for 

TreatyTreatyTreatyTreaty    
The Treaty process began in 2016 with 

state wide consultations in order to gain 

a picture of what a Treaty must include. 

This year the Treaty Advancement Com-

mission was created to further consult 

First Peoples and discuss the process 

with the Victorian public. The Commis-

sion has also been working to establish 

the framework for the Aboriginal Repre-

sentative Body which is currently being 

coordinated.  

In June 2018 ANTaR Victoria launched 

Victorians for Treaty to raise awareness 

and support of the Victorian Treaty 

process. As part of the campaign we 

have released extensive research online 

around the history, importance and cur-

rent process of treaty. To promote the 

campaign Co-Chair, Brigid, partook in an 

interview on 3KND. We plan to facilitate 

or hold Treaty circles in 2019, one being 

the possibility of doing so in Moreland, 

which will inform the public about the 

current Treaty process. As the process is 

a long and collaborative one, we have 

been and continue to be guided by those 

involved including the Victorian Treaty 

Advancement Commission and the Fed-

eration for Victorian Traditional Owners. 

We are facilitating two Treaty events 

organised by the Boroondara Reconcilia-

tion Network this year. The first will be 

in October and will be a class held by 

U3A that will focus on Treaty. Brigid will 

speak about the effect of the upcoming 

election on Treaty. The second will fo-

cus on the upcoming election and it’s 

Sea of HandsSea of HandsSea of HandsSea of Hands    
We have received a further supply of approximately 3,000 Hands from former members 

of ANTaR Tasmania. There have been four working bees this year which have involved 

the cleaning and reorganising of the Sea of Hands.  

Goodstart Early Learning Centre, Yarrawonga, held a Sea of Hands installation during 

National Reconciliation Week. 
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To prepare for the state election in Novem-

ber ANTaR Victoria released an election 

scorecard which outlines six areas of con-

cern for Aboriginal Victorians and how the 

three major parties have addressed these 

issues in the past and on their campaign 

platform. The areas covered are Treaty, 

education, health, land and waters, out-of-

home care and justice. The score card has 

been distributed to politicians, organisa-

tions and community groups. Further re-

search with references can be found on the 

ANTaR Victoria website. Brigid did another 

interview on 3CR and explained the score-

card at a Reconciliation Network Forum or-

ganised by Reconciliation Victoria in Au-

gust. 

Election Scorecard 
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As Treasurer for ANTaR Victoria Inc. I 

am pleased to present the Financial Re-

port for the 2018 financial year. 

Having a total income below the re-

quired limit, the Committee has chosen 

not to engage an external auditor, how-

ever the Committee is confident the fi-

nancial report represents a true and fair 

view of ANTaR’s financial position as at 

June 30 2018. 

The 2017-2018 activities and events has 

resulted in a surplus of $10,803 (2017 

deficit $4,587). This result has been af-

fected by the reinstatement of financial 

support for the previous 2017 financial 

year and current 2018 financial year 

from ANTaR National. We have received 

$5,760 in funds distribution from ANTaR 

National and this represents a partial 

catch up of the lost income for 2017. 

ANTaR National advised ANTaR Victoria 

towards the end of the 2018 Financial 

Year that its financial position had been 

revived to the point where the funds 

distribution process could be reinstated 

and some of the missed 2017 funds 

could be made up. ANTaR Victoria has 

therefore taken an accrual up for the 

promised funds. These funds have now 

been received in the 2019 financial year 

in addition to the distribution of funds 

applicable to the 2019 financial year.  

Last year I reported the Committee of 

Management decided to terminate the 

Walking Tour App project which was 

crowed funded in 2016 through Kick-

Starter.  The result of this decision cre-

ated a liability to refund $5,489 of the 

donations received as at June 30 2017 

and this amount was taken up as a cur-

rent liability in the 2017 accounts. The 

final liability increased during the 2018 

financial year to $7,513.  

During the 2018 year we contacted the 

donors advising we would process a re-

fund of their donation but provided the 

donor with the opportunity to decline 

the refund and convert it to a general 

donation to ANTaR Victoria. Some do-

nors elected to allow ANTaR Victoria to 

convert the donation to a general dona-

tion. We also experienced difficulty in 

contacting some donors due to the can-

cellation of credit cards. We have now 

refunded $5,339 of the $7,543. The re-

maining $2,174 which includes con-

verted donations and non contactable 

donors has been taken up as donations 

in the 2018 year. If any of the donors 

who were non contactable after several 

attempts contacts ANTaR Victoria with a 



Annual Report 2017 –2018 ANTaR Victoria 
11111111    

claim for a refund the claim will be met 

from future income. 

I acknowledge and thank John Moore for 

his work in bringing this task to a satis-

factory conclusion. 

During the year expenditure on programs 

and events was $2,460 (2017: $5,280). 

Expenditure was in line with the 2018 

budget due to the expected loss of the 

funds distribution from ANTaR National. 

Overall revenue is up at $55,789 (2017:$ 

47,206) due to the late reinstatement of 

the funds ANTaR National but also from 

merchandise sales being $10,107 up from 

2017 at $25,055 (2017:$14,948).  

Membership fees were down at $2,759 

(2017: 4,968). The Membership database 

has received focus in the first quarter of 

the 2019 financial year and the Commit-

tee of Management hopes to report an im-

proved position in membership fees next 

year. 

Employee costs are down $23,128 (2017: 

$32,342) in line with the 2018 budget 

which was based on lower income expec-

tations. 

The cash at bank at June 30 was $47,375 

(2017: $48,609) with the ANTaR National 

funds distribution recorded as a debtors 

amount of $9,041. 

The Office Manager Ivan Kolker is to be 

commended on his contribution in manag-

ing the income and expenses for the 2018 

financial year, in conjunction with the 

members of the Committee of Manage-

ment.      

John Farlow CPA 
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Financial StatementsFinancial StatementsFinancial StatementsFinancial Statements    
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Local Reconciliation GroupsLocal Reconciliation GroupsLocal Reconciliation GroupsLocal Reconciliation Groups    

ReconciliationReconciliationReconciliationReconciliation    

ManninghamManninghamManninghamManningham    
 

2018 has been another busy year for 

Reconciliation Manningham. In January 

Jim Poulter conducted a guided walk 

and talk at the aquaculture area on the 

Yarra at Finns Reserve in Templestowe. 

Over 100 people attended and were en-

thralled to 

see the sites of previous fish and eel 

traps and freshwater mussel farms. Dur-

ing Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC 

Week a total of twenty talks, Power-

Point presentations, U3A lectures and 

tours of local significant sites were held. 

These walks and talks continue through-

out the year and usually total around 

60. 

For the past two years Jim has been 

Nillumbik Reconciliation GroupNillumbik Reconciliation GroupNillumbik Reconciliation GroupNillumbik Reconciliation Group    
 
Nillumbik Reconciliation Group: partnerships with Nillumbik Shire with flag raisings and 

Indigenous speakers at Citizenship Ceremony and for Reconciliation Week. A NAIDOC 

Forum with three women speakers in September had 85 attendees and has been warmly 

received. Our Connecting to Country education programme with Wurundjeri educator 

Brooke Wandin has begun with three schools participating this term. Website is actively 

maintained. 

writing a monthly 800 word article 

‘Birrarung Stories’ for a local newspaper 

the Warrandyte Diary. Very positive 

feedback 

continues to be received from the pub-

lic. The articles can be viewed by 

googling ‘Warrandyte Diary Editions’ or 

by email from Jim. 

Reconciliation Manningham is continuing 

to work on our project of mapping the 

traditional Aboriginal Songlines, land use 

patterns and place names in the munici-

pality. We hope that this will provide a 

model for other Victorian  municipalities 

to replicate. To promote wider interest 

in this project and knowledge about the 

subject, a paper has been written by 

Jim, titled ‘Toward the Municipal Map-

ping of Traditional Aboriginal Land Use’. 

Copies are freely available from Jim via 

email if there is any interest i n pursuing 

such a project in your own 
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Port Phillip Port Phillip Port Phillip Port Phillip     

Citizens forCitizens forCitizens forCitizens for    

Reconciliation Reconciliation Reconciliation Reconciliation     
 

The year’s most significant highlight? 

Celebrating 20 deadly years of activi-

ties. Among the 150 people at the St 

Kilda Town Hall last October were Boon-

Wurrung Elder Arweet Carolyn Briggs, 

City of Port Phil-

lip Mayor Cr Ber-

nadene Voss, 

Member for Al-

bert Park, Mar-

tin Foley, Rich-

ard Frankland, 

Dennis Fisher, 

singers from Ga-

liamble and 

Winja Ulupna. 

MC Leila Gurru-

wiwi, Marngrook 

Footy Show panellist and media person-

ality, told guests that “Working along-

side PPPCfR has been absolutely won-

derful. Everyone who is part of the 

group is always respectful, engaging and 

pro-active, which is what you always 

want to see.”   

Another highlight: our Sorry Day lunch in 

the South Melbourne Community Centre. 

Over 100 guests, Councillors, represen-

tatives from Star Health, Galiamble, Sa-

cred Heart Mission, Optometry Australia, 

St Kilda Baptist Church and Port Mel-

bourne Neighbourhood Centre attended. 

MC Dennis Fisher, aka the Fish, was at 

his engaging best and we had the privi-

lege of hearing insightful, personal yarns 

from he and singer/story teller Dave Ar-

den. 

We hosted a Reconciliation Writing Com-

petition awards ceremony at the Avenue 

Bookstore on 16 October. Adults, pri-

mary and 

secondary 

school stu-

dents en-

trants from 

across Mel-

b o u r n e 

wrote on 

the theme 

of ‘Don’t 

keep his-

tory a 

mystery’ with Judges Tony Birch, bryan 

Andy and Clare Bradford selecting the 

winners. In his judges’ report, Professor 

Tony Birch said: “The body of work pre-

sented this year was of the highest qual-

ity, which made deciding the winners an 

onerous but enjoyable task. While read-

ing the stories and poetry I reflected on 

the times we live in, which can be both 

challenging and difficult. What was so 

refreshing for me was that I was able to 

 Dennis Fisher, Judith Jackson, Rosemary Rule, Gael Wilson, Leila Gurruwiwi, 
Richard  
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reflect on the real potential of reconciliation at a community and grassroots level.”  

bryan Andy noted: “I have really admired the breadth too - how some writers have of-

fered poignant, solemn reflections on our collective past, while other writers look to 

inspire a collective future with hope, compassion, understanding and reconciliation.” 

 

chaired by the CEO. We will continue 

to monitor its implementation, to keep 

Council honest. Council also appointed 

an Aboriginal Reconciliation Liaison 

Officer. 

We participated in Council’s RecWeek 

function at Prahran market, where we 

engaged with many Stonnington resi-

dents, and supported and participated 

in NAIDoC Week activities and Coun-

cil’s Flavours multi-cultural event. 

Several members attended the local 

groups excursion on Wurundjeri coun-

try and met with local traditional own-

ers. 

We began our own conversations on 

the meaning of 26 January events and 

any x community discussion about 

this.  

We have lobbied Council for an Abo-

riginal name for a major public space 

redevelopment in Prahran (Cato 

Square) and will continue that into 

2019. 

 

ReconciliationReconciliationReconciliationReconciliation    

StonningtonStonningtonStonningtonStonnington    
 

This year we celebrated our 20th anni-

versary – a major achievement. 

iPhones didn’t exist when we started!  

During the year we noted and dis-

cussed the passing of Victorian legisla-

tion to advance the treaty process in 

Victoria, following far-reaching consul-

tation with Aboriginal Victorians on 

self-determination. We discussed the 

implications for local communities 

such as Stonnington. The treaty initia-

tive provides a significant opportunity 

to progress reconciliation – we will 

continue to work with state and local 

organisations to build community sup-

port. 

We lobbied Stonnington Council to de-

velop and approve its 2018-2020 Rec-

onciliation Action Plan (RAP) – its third 

– which commits to some powerful ac-

tions, including a reference group 
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Boroondara Boroondara Boroondara Boroondara     

Reconciliation Reconciliation Reconciliation Reconciliation     

Network Network Network Network     
 

This year, the Boroondara Reconciliation 

Network has hosted a number of well 

attended events. In Reconciliation Week 

we ran two sessions: a discussion and 

screening of Archie Roach’s documen-

tary, ‘Liyarn Ngarn,  and a talk by histo-

rian, Jim Poulter, who provided a fresh 

insight into the Batman Treaty. In NAI-

DOC Week we were privileged to have as 

guest speaker the Victorian Treaty Ad-

vancement Commissioner, Jill Gallagher, 

who explained 

and answered 

questions about 

the rationale and 

process for pre-

p a r i n g  t h e 

ground for a 

treaty between 

Victorian Abo-

riginal clans and 

the State Gov-

ernment. In 

July, we ar-

ranged an opportunity for representa-

tives from several eastern metropolitan 

reconciliation groups to discuss recon-

ciliation issues with Fred Chaney while 

he was in Melbourne. In October we ran 

a forum, co-sponsored by several com-

munity groups, for candidates for the 

State seats of Kew and Hawthorn to ad-

dress issues of concern, including chang-

ing the date of Australia Day. On Novem-

ber 15 we are holding a Victorian Treaty 

update conducted by ANTaR Victoria and 

have asked State candidates for Kew and 

Hawthorn to attend and specifically out-

line their positions on Treaty and to an-

swer questions.  

We have continued to advocate for the 

Boroondara Council to develop a Recon-

ciliation Action Plan and have a policy to 

Acknowledge Country at Council meet-

ings and major civic events by asking 

questions 

at Council 

meet i ng s 

and pre-

s e n t i n g 

pet i t ions 

on: flying 

the Abo-

r i g i n a l 

flag; hav-

ing Wel-

come to 

Co un t r y 

at citizenship ceremonies and consulting 

traditional owners about local place 

names. We have also sent individual and 

group submissions to the Joint Select 

Committee on Constitutional Recogni-

Jill Gallagher and the audience for the Treaty Forum in Deepdene  
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Maroondah Movement Maroondah Movement Maroondah Movement Maroondah Movement 

for Reconciliationfor Reconciliationfor Reconciliationfor Reconciliation    
 

One of our objectives is self-education 

on matters concerning the First Austra-

lians.  

For this purpose we try to have a video 

or a talk at each of our bi-monthly 

meetings.  We continued this practice in 

the year to June 2018. 

We liaised with Maroondah Council in 

Council’s preparation for the Flag Rais-

ing Ceremony held on 28 May and the 

Reconciliation Week event held on 1 

June. The Reconciliation Week event 

featured both Kutcha Edwards and the 

Mullum Mullum Indigenous Gathering 

Place choir.  The event was well at-

tended. Some local schools were present 

and Council considered the event to be 

a success. 

We have been represented on the Ma-

roondah Reconciliation Action Plan 

Working Group, led by Maroondah Coun-

cil.  A draft plan is currently being con-

sidered by Reconciliation Australia. This 

has been progressing very slowly.  

As has been the case for several years, 

we again had a stall at the Maroondah 

Festival held in November. We dis-

played material provided by Reconcilia-

tion Victoria, Reconciliation Australia, 

ANTaR Victoria, Victorian Aboriginal 

Corporation for Languages, Recognise, 

Koori Heritage Trust, Bunjilaka Aborigi-

nal Cultural Centre and Connecting 

Home.  We also sold books by Dr Jim 

Poulter.  A feature of our stall was 

again the Aboriginal flag making, which 

was enjoyed by many children. This 

idea was originated by Ray Higgs of 

Knox group. Our stall was again adja-

cent to the Mullum Mullum Indigenous 

Gathering Place stall, a combination 

that worked very well.  

We were represented at the quarterly 

meetings of the Reconciliation groups in 

the eastern metropolitan region. The 

manager of the Gathering Place attends 

these meetings. Through his reports we 

keep informed of the Gathering Place’s 

activities. 

Our membership is gradually declining 

in number and we are having difficulty 

attracting new members. 

 

tion, a submission to the Electoral Commission on changing the name of the electorate 

of Batman and a response to a newsletter item by Josh Frydenberg in which we argued 

for the need to amend inaccurate or racist inscriptions on heritage monuments.  
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QueenscliffQueenscliffQueenscliffQueenscliff    

ReconciliationReconciliationReconciliationReconciliation    
 

The 24 page booklet ‘The Wadawurrung 

People - Did you know?’ has been re-

vised and reprinted.  Wadawurrung lan-

guage has been brought up to date to-

gether with information on the Djillong 

website, map of Wadawurrung Country, 

as well as mention of Bruce Pascoe’s 

Dark Emu and the use of science in ag-

riculture by the First Nations Peoples.  

The 'Wadawurrung People' is sold lo-

cally for just $5 and is regarded as a 

valuable resource for teachers and the 

wider general public. 

Also, local school children were invited 

to participate in a competition based 

on this year’s National Reconciliation 

Week theme ‘Because of her we can’.  

Students were able to paint, draw, 

write etc to demonstrate what the 

theme meant to them.   There were 

three major prizes of the ‘Welcome to 

Country’ book by Aunty Joy Murphy and 

Lisa Kennedy and several book tokens, 

all of which were donated by the Bor-

ough of Queenscliffe.  Cr Pizzey kindly 

attended the event and gave out the 

prizes.  

Local Reconciliation GroupsLocal Reconciliation GroupsLocal Reconciliation GroupsLocal Reconciliation Groups    
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Our Sincere Thanks ToOur Sincere Thanks ToOur Sincere Thanks ToOur Sincere Thanks To    

Thank you to all our dedicated members and supporters. We would not be 

able to achieve all that we do without you. 
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Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us    
 

Address: 67 Brunswick St 

Fitzroy, VIC 3065 

Phone: 03 9483 1363 

Email: antar@antarvictoria.org.au 


