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undergraduate degree from the University of Miami with
majors in ecosystem science and policy and in English and
a minor in marine science. She has worked for the Biscayne
Nature Center in Miami as a coastal ecology educator,
writing lesson plans and facilitating an environmental camp
for disadvantaged children. She has recently volunteered
with the Henry Vilas Zoo in Madison preparing educational
materials for all ages and training volunteers. Rebecca will
focus on the development of educational resources and
work with a variety of constituents in the Madison Audubon
region on environmental literacy efforts.

Brianna received her Master of Science in Environment
and Resources from the UW-Madison Nelson Institute
of Environmental Studies, with a certificate through the
Delta Program in Research, Teaching, and Learning. While
at UW, Brianna served as a sustainability research presenter
for the Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center and gained
experience teaching at all levels, including with young children,
undergraduate students, K-12 teachers and the general public.
She also developed a series of short videos for place-based
education within the UW Lakeshore Preserve. Brianna received
her BS degree from UW-Madison in biology and botany.
With Madison Audubon, Brianna will coordinate a range of
conservation education activities, with a special focus on
developing relationships with public schools.
Rebecca comes to Madison Audubon after working three
years with the IPM Institute of North America, Inc., where
she directed sustainable agriculture risk management
projects in 13 states. Rebecca received her Master of Science
degree in water resource management from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, with a certificate in business,
environment and social responsibility. She received her

Welcome Rebecca Ressl and Brianna Laube Duran:
Madison Audubon’s environmental educators

Visit madisonaudubon.org!
Not only does our newsletter have a new look, but we
have a cool new website. Check it out—often!

1400 East Washington Ave., Suite 170 Madison, Wisconsin 53703 · madisonaudubon.org · 608. 255.2473

Take a Deep Breath

“We must step up the
effort to get people—
kids and adults—
outside to breathe
deeply of the fresh
air and explore the
natural world.”

Public Programs at
Capitol Lakes
333 West Main St.
in Madison
7:30 p.m. Programs
7 p.m. Receptions
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The members of the Madison Audubon board of
directors needed to do just that before we decided
recently to hire not one, but two, environmental
educators. For an organization of our size, adding
even one full-time staff position is a big deal; the
idea of hiring two positions at once had an air of
borderline craziness.
There was no question in our minds regarding the
need to do more to advance environmental education.
It was (and is) abundantly clear that we must step up
the effort to get people—kids and adults—outside to
breathe deeply of the fresh air and explore the natural
world. Those of us who love nature understand
instinctively that exposure to the outdoors—starting
early and recurring often—is the only way to develop
the love, respect and understanding of the natural
world that is a prerequisite to its protection. And if it
was true in Aldo Leopold’s day that “our educational
and economic system is headed away from, rather
than toward, an intense consciousness of land,” it is
true in spades today.

changes in organizational structure, we now have the
capacity to oversee them.
The only real question was, “Can we pull it off
financially?”
Here’s where that collective deep breath came in.
After much sober discussion, the non-crazy answer,
we agreed, was “Yes.” We have funding in place
to initiate the positions, thanks in large part to a
generous grant from the Theda and Tamblin Clark
Smith Family Foundation, and we agreed that we
are confident in the commitment of our current
and potential contributors to sustain an educational
effort of this magnitude. (Yes, that’s another hint!)
I think you’ll agree that lately we have all had it up to
our earlobes with “do-nothingism” in the political realm.
With advocates of the status quo having—for the time
being—mastered the art of using their overabundant
cash to tie the political process in knots, and with time
running out for our planet, we have little choice but to
take matters into our own hands.

It was equally clear to the board that opportunities
for new Madison Audubon staff members to tackle
the problem of environmental illiteracy abound.
With two major Audubon sanctuaries and many
local parks and natural areas to use as classrooms,
with a volunteer education program already in
place and many more local Audubon members with
experience or interest in education waiting in the
wings (hint, hint), and with eight-counties worth of
cash-strapped schools to work with, two ambitious
educators will find no shortage of ways to advance
Madison Audubon’s educational mission.

They say that knowledge is power. So, as the
beautiful days of fall in Wisconsin transition into the
equally but differently beautiful days of winter, let’s
all get outside, take someone else along, perhaps
someone who doesn’t get out much, take a few
deep breaths, and do a little teaching and learning
together for the benefit of the environment.

Finally, we had identified two particularly outstanding
candidates for the positions (see p. 1), and with recent

p.s.: I hope you enjoy the new
look of the newsletter.

Together in action,

Roger Packard, President
rpackard@uwalumni.com

Back from the Brink:
Saving Black-footed Ferrets
Nov. 19, 2013:
Travis Livieri, founder of the non-profit Prairie
Wildlife Research will discuss the natural history
of black-footed ferrets, the causes of their near
extinction, and efforts to restore North America’s
only native ferret species.

First Floor Ballroom

Lincoln Elementary: A Conservation Scholar School
“One thing I learned about birds this year is that all
birds are special and do things in a different way!”
That’s how Sutton, a Madison Lincoln Elementary
School student, summed up his study of birds last
year in a letter to Eagle Optics, thanking the local
business for loaning binoculars to Lincoln students.
For their efforts, Sutton’s fellow students and teachers
were recognized as the second recipients of Madison
Audubon’s Conservation Scholars Award at the MAS
monthly program on October 15 at the Capitol Lakes
Retirement Center. The honor included a $100 grant
to Lincoln teachers for the purchase of equipment to
support meaningful conservation education.

the traditional curriculum. The
garden grows gracefully alongside
a new wellness walking path in
the schoolyard and includes plots
that serve as community gardens
for the surrounding neighborhood.
But it is Lincoln’s commitment to bird
conservation that is especially endearing
to the Madison Audubon community.
In May, the entire school participated in
the Great Wisconsin Birdathon to raise
money for Wisconsin birds. One of the
teachers who spearheaded this effort, Laurie
Solchenberger, assigned each of her students
a Wisconsin bird to study. As the “experts,”
students were responsible for teaching
their classmates about their respective bird’s
characteristics and preferred habitats. The unit
culminated with a school-wide Big Birding Day in
conjunction with the Birdathon.
Laurie said her students “loved being outside and
learning about birds,” and, who knows, maybe
these efforts will produce a future ornithologist.
The odds of this may be good according to
another second grader, Meaghan, who wrote,
“These facts are just the start of what I learned.
I will learn more about birds in the years to
come.”

Lincoln Elementary student Meaghan Wang and teacher
Laurie Solchenberger

Lincoln Elementary School has a rich history of
instilling an appreciation for nature and sustainability
in its students. An example of this tradition is Lincoln’s
REACH program, which integrates gardening into

Goose Pond Sanctuary:
Past and Future
Jan. 21, 2014
Mark Martin and Sue Foote-Martin, managers of
Goose Pond Sanctuary since 1979, will speak on the
long history, ongoing restoration and management
efforts, and future plans for Madison Audubon
Society’s first wildlife sanctuary.

Lower Level Auditorium

The Conservation Scholars Program is an
outcome of Madison Audubon’s strategic
plan, and is funded in part by a recent grant
from the Sixteenth Section Fund. For more
information on this new initiative please
contact Brianna Duran at 608-255-2473.

Free Parking
across the street
Optional dinner
with the speakers
Details at:
madisonaudubon.org
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Goose Pond’s Martins Receive Bluebird Award
Mark Martin and Sue Foote-Martin received the
Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin’s
2013 Merit Award at the organization’s annual state
convention in Darlington on September 21. BRAW
vice-president, Dr. Kent Hall of Stevens Point,
presented the award, citing the Martins’ efforts on
behalf of bluebird restoration at Madison Audubon’s
Goose Pond Sanctuary. The Martins were joined by
Madison Audubon executive director Gary Funk
who congratulated the attendees on their statewide
accomplishments.

RGN 989
It’s 1,744 miles from Arlington,
Wisconsin to El Rosario, Mexico—
just ask RGN 989. The male monarch,
which was tagged at Goose Pond
Sanctuary by Mark Martin and Ellen
Hansen on September 12, 2012, was
observed on its wintering grounds
in El Rosario in central Mexico on
February 23, 2013 by Silvestrede Jesus
Cruz. Monarchs have been tagged at
Goose Pond for the last two years in
collaboration with Monarch Watch,
a non-profit organization based at
the University of Kansas. This year,
over 400 tagged monarchs were
recovered in Mexico, with the great
majority of them on the wintering
grounds in El Rosario.

The Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin
was established in 1986 and has become a national
leader in developing best practices in bluebird
management. BRAW volunteers and members build
nest boxes, construct bluebird trails, and monitor
chick development.
Another convention highlight was an excellent video
produced by Leif Marking, Tough Time for Bluebirds
in 2012 (see braw.org).

A Tribute to Ken Wood
Our first acquaintance with Ken was as the field
trip leader for Madison Audubon Society in the
mid-1970’s. He would meet us at daybreak in the
middle of the UW Parking lot 60, and from there
arrange car-pooling to the day’s interesting habitat.
Perhaps it would be at ice-out time on the shore of
Mud Lake, where he would teach us about the many
species of waterfowl as we shivered in the cold.
For several years Ken was the primary trip leader,
planning and leading about three times a month—
sometimes more. He planned each trip thoughtfully,
scouting in advance for seasonal highlights. These
trips led us to many habitats—hither and yon. From
Madison we sought out the Chiwaukee and Avoca
Prairies, eagles on the Mississippi or the migrating
hawks of Lake Superior. We canoed the Wisconsin
River through the Upper Dells, and we drove to
museums in Milwaukee where we experienced the
rain forest and Owen Gromme dioramas.

Ken Wood, 1943-2013
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To the public, Ken was the Madison Audubon
Society office, answering questions on how to
rescue baby robins, cranking out the monthly
newsletter, maintaining mailing lists, and organizing
volunteers as the administrative assistant. Along
with Carol Luetkens, he inspired the beginnings
of Madison’s recycling efforts, leading Madison
Audubon members to collect cans, bottles, and
bundled newspapers for recycling. The January 1990

edition of CAWS trumpeted, “Ken Wood reports
that the ‘Recycle the Goose’ program netted $2,294
for MAS with a total of 109,356 pounds at the
Madison Recycling Center.”
His ample organizational abilities were also evident
in the beginning of the annual Madison Audubon
Bird Seed Sale, which started in a garage and became
so successful that it had to move to larger quarters,
quickly overwhelming that space and requiring even
larger quarters. The sales continued for 18 years and
became a commercial attraction.
Ken and Carol also helped launch the annual Madison
Audubon Art Fair. The Fair began at a church near
Carol’s home but soon moved to Olbrich Park and
eventually to Warner Park, where it continues to
this day. If all this was not enough, Ken served as the
Madison Audubon board president—there simply
wasn’t an organizational hat that he didn’t wear.
Ken’s commitment to Goose Pond Sanctuary goes
without saying. Goose Pond wouldn’t be what it is
today if not for Ken. It is a setting that always held a
special place in Ken’s heart.
What Ken Wood meant to Madison Audubon cannot
really be articulated. His impact will certainly not be
replicated. To state it simply, his was a life well lived,
and we were better for it.
Dorothy Haines, Madison Audubon Historian
Mark Martin, Goose Pond Sanctuary Manager

Coneflowers Galore at Faville Grove!
The most exciting part of being a land manager is when their root reserves are lowest. In fact, we
knowing that every season is going to be different frequently use this vulnerability to our advantage by
and provide new perspectives. With above-normal applying control methods for invasive species during
precipitation this spring, most prairie species this stage of their development. Could the timing
recovered well from the intense heat and drought of last year’s drought explain why white Baptisia
of 2012. But for some species, the rebound from produced so few blossoms this year while other
drought was especially dramatic, with far more species bounced back with added vigor?
blooms than ever before. Species that bloomed in
These are some of the questions I find myself
extraordinary numbers this year at Faville Grove
pondering while I work. A county employee who
included pale purple coneflower and ox-eye
works on the mowing crew recently asked, “Doesn’t
sunflower in the Overlook Prairie (photo below),
collecting seeds get boring?”
yellow coneflower in Charles Prairie, spiderwort and
rattlesnake master in the Lake Mills Ledge Uplands, “Compared to the excitement of mowing roadsides?”
I wanted to ask. But actually, collecting seeds is quite
and prairie blazing star in the Ledge Lowlands.
stimulating. Aside from working in a beautiful and
If the exciting part of the job is knowing that you’re
diverse landscape, I find endless topics to occupy my
going to experience new things, the fun part is
intellectual curiosity. That’s because the more we
getting to speculate about the causes—with due
learn about a particular ecosystem the more we are
caution. Humans are fantastic at correlating details,
able to perceive and ask better questions.
and while we’ve all heard that ‘correlation does not
equal causation’, it’s often a useful step towards Lastly, I want to highlight some exciting news from
this past summer. We conducted our annual survey
developing theories.
of eastern prairie white-fringed orchids (a federally
It is well known that many plants are able to respond
threatened and state-endangered species) and are
to stresses, like drought, by putting more energy
happy to report the first orchids seen blooming
into buds, so they can reseed. That could certainly
on Snapper Prairie State Natural Area since the
explain this year’s overachievers. But I also noticed
population was killed during the summer flood of
that this was a particularly poor year for white
2008 (largest flood on the Crawfish River in recorded
Baptisia, whereas last year seemed to be a banner
history). We were also glad to see the population
year for blossoms and seed production.
bounce back on Faville Prairie State Natural Area.
I have recorded in my field notes from last year Vegetative orchids were confirmed there last year,
that white Baptisia began producing seed pods on but all wilted before blooming, due to the drought.
June 12. Reviewing the cumulative precipitation
I would love to hear your questions and comments.
chart for 2012 (obtained from the Wisconsin State
What have you been noticing in your area this year?
Climatology Office), this coincides precisely with
the development of significant deviations below
the historical average (i.e. beginning of the drought). Matt Weber, Faville Grove Land Steward
Plants are most easily weakened during the stage faville@madisonaudubon.org
from peak bloom to seed development, as this is

Eastern prairie white-fringed orchid
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Giving Strategy for
the Giving Season
The IRA Rollover option is an excellent
way for some people to support
Madison Audubon. An IRA Charitable
Rollover is a “qualified charitable
distribution.” A qualified charitable
distribution is money that individuals
who are 70½ or older may direct
from their traditional IRA to eligible
charitable organizations.
There is a $100,000 limit for charitable
distributions from individual IRAs

each year. Individuals may exclude
the amount distributed directly to an
eligible charity from their gross income.
IRA Rollover distributions must be
made before Jan. 1, 2014.
An IRA Charitable Rollover gift can be
used to support the Madison Audubon
Society in a variety of ways. It is
perfectly suited for a designated gift,
a contribution to the year-end annual
appeal, or even the establishment of
an endowment fund to support Faville
Grove or Goose Pond.
If you would like to discuss the IRA
Charitable Rollover or any other
Madison Audubon Society matter,
please contact executive director,
Gary Funk, at (608) 255-2473 or gary@
madisonaudubon.org .
Please remember that you should
always consult your professional
advisor before making a significant
charitable contribution.
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Artists who donated to the 2013 Art Fair Silent Auction
David Abresch
Joe Ackerman
Geri Ager
Donald Anspach
Bonnie Bailey
Jim Baker
James Becia
Robert Breneman
Theresa Brunson
Aaron Butcher
Karen Castillo
Tim Connors
Sarah DeAngelo
Jack Debertin
Lynne Diebel
Paul Dominguez

Perry Douglas
Norman Dullum
Tammy Easton
Barbara Espey
Donald Esser
Bruce Faanes
Katy Farnum
Joe Feliciano
Sarah Feliciano
Susan Field
Drake Fleege
Janet Flynn
Alicia Franz
Maryann Frietsche
Cameron Gillie
Greg Halom
David Harrison
Sally Hayes
William Holaday
Jenni Hopfinger
Todd Hubler
Linda Huff
Ginny Jenson
Herb Johnson
Thomas Julian
Jonathan Kesler
Joe Kiefer
Christina King
Lenore Lampi
Betty LaPointe
George Laurell
Melanie Lenihan
Pat Link
Cynthia Linnabary
Jen Loberg
Robert London

Carol Lundeen
Bernadette Mahfood
Barbara Mann
Eva May
Eileen McDaniel
Peter McMasters
Charlotte Miller
Barbara Minz
Steven Moore
Margit Moses
Luke Mosling
Michelle Moss
Roberta Pinka
Meg Prange
Christine Rademacher
Steven Ralser
Gail Rider
Pam Riepe
Elizabeth Robertson
Daniela Rumpf
Joyce and David Schodin
Rachael Schultz
Susan Shinnick
Gloria Shird
Laurie Shover
Thomas Siciliano
Mitch Sigmund
Laura Sjoquist
Bill Smith
Derek Thommesen
Donald Topp
Thomas Tyers
Karen VanBlarcom
Amy Weh
Georgia Weithe
Sheila Young

Community Shares Workplace Campaign 2013 Donors
Ellen Agnew
Brian Andersen
Mary Babula
Michael Baker
Rusty Barton
Andre Beardsley-Dusette
Kathleen Brandenburg
Malcolm Brett
Andrew Campbell
Denise Cariski
Sherren Clark
Carla Corwith
Kay Cowling
Andrew Crummy
Ruth Diehl
Don Faith III
Hildy Feen
Lori Feiner
Peter Fissel
Casey FitzRandolph
Constance Flanagan
Sean Flannery
Michael Flynn
Joan Frost

Veronica Goodstein
Karen Grimmer
Suzanne Harmelink
Michael Heberlein
Shari Henning
Sheri Hicks
Kim Hogan
Robert Holzbauer
Rebecca Hutton
Steve Kleiss
James Lang
Richard LavigneScott Lein
Kyle Lindemer
Garrick Maine
Patrick McBride
Sandra Milz
Rachel Mooney
Scott Neuenfeld
Andy Paulios
Lark Paulson
Jon Peacock
Margaret Pomeroy
Jessica Rohde
John Scharer

Timo Seppalainen
John Sorenson
Courtney Spangler
Allan Steinberg
Jeffrey Strobel
Steven Struss
Michael Tuite
Michael Turnis
Marie VanSomeren
Amy Walker
Sally Wood
Nancy Wynne
Joy Zajda
Janice Zawacki
Scott Zayrodnik
Bradford Zulick

And a big thank you to all who participated in or donated to the
Wisconsin Birdathon!

Join BOTH Madison Audubon and National Audubon in one step!
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Three members of the Madison
Audubon board of directors have
terms that expire in March 2014, and
the board of directors has unanimously
nominated all three to stand for
reelection. The three candidates are:
John Aeschlimann (treasurer);
Galen Hasler; and
Jim Shurts (sanctuaries committee).

Call for Member Nominations
Members may nominate additional
candidates to run for election by
submitting a brief statement from
each nominee signed by at least 25
MAS members in good standing as of
November 1, 2013. Member nominations
are due in the Madison Audubon office
by December 13, 2013.

Please return this form to: Madison Audubon, 1400 East Washington, Suite 170 Madison, Wisconsin 53703
To discuss other gift options, please contact info@madisonaudubon.org or 608. 255.2473

Ballots

Many Thanks to Our Recent Donors

Ballots listing all nominated candidates
will be distributed to members by mail
in early January 2014.

Alliant Energy Foundation
Anonymous
John Aeschlimann
Brian Alme
Mary Anglim
Marcia Bradley
Alex Brower
Willis Brown
Kevin Burke
Theda & Tamblin Clark Smith
Family Foundation
Linda Duychak
Colleen & Bill Feist
City of Fitchburg
Friends of Capital Springs
Recreation Area
Galesburg Community
Foundation
Nancy Gloe
Robert Greenler
Jim Gregson
Edwin Hale
John & Cate Harrington
Gretchen Hils
Home Savings Bank
Sharon James
Lee & Rosemary Jones
Rich Kahl & Laurie Yahr
William Lagerroos
Scott Lyngaas
Marcia MacKenzie
Curtis Mansfield
Bruce & Ruth Marion

Jerry Martin
Terry Mason
Dianne Meyer
Robert Mougin & Jane Raymond
Helaine Muehlmeier
Alexander Nagel
Natural Resources Foundation
of Wisconsin
Mary Olson
Alice Packard
Deb Reed
Paul & Ann Rutecki
The Sixteenth Section Fund
James & Janice Spredemann
Strander’s Sanitary Service
Nicholas Utphall
Donna Waddell
Robin Wagner
Bob Wallen
Mary Washburn
Margaret Winston
Levi & Janet Wood

Memorial Gifts
In memory of Ellen Tillotson Darrow
Grant Darrow
David Musolf
Frank and Shirley Olson
Roger Packard
Barbara Washburn
Mary Washburn
Nancy Washburn & Mark Spring
Sally and Ben Washburn

In memory of Rosemary Fleming
Wayne & Jackie Paulie

In memory of Zachary Koenig
Kathy Koenig

In memory of Bart Martin

Rosemary Dorney
Mark Martin & Sue Foote-Martin

In memory of Tim Tillotson
David Musolf
Roger Packard

In memory of Ken Wood

Curt and Arlys Caslavka
Glenda Denniston
John & Nancy Diekelmann
Stan & Jean Druckenmiller
Janet Flynn
Don & Paula Hanson
Tod Highsmith & Joan Braune
Sarah Hole
Mark Martin & Sue Foote-Martin
David Musolf
Roger Packard
John Reindl
Gregory Tiedt
Eleanor Anne White
John & Jane Whitney

Honorary Gifts
In honor of Karen & Jim Hale
Curtis & Helen Mansfield

Bylaw Changes
The current election schedule is set
forth in the MAS bylaws and is based
on the former newsletter publication
schedule. With the change to quarterly
publication of this newsletter, the
board has recommended that a change
to the bylaws appear on the January
ballot to provide more flexibility in the
timing of the ballot in order to save on
mailing costs.
Please watch for your ballot in the mail
and return it by February 14, 2014.
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We’ve Moved!
After many years in our offices at
222 S. Hamilton Street, Madison
Audubon has moved into less cramped
quarters at 1400 East Washington
Street to better accommodate our
growing operations. Stop by for a visit!

Return Service Requested

Welcome Marquette
To help assure that all members of the
National Audubon Society in Wisconsin
are represented by a local chapter,
Madison Audubon has adjusted our
service area to include southern
Marquette county. Welcome to all
national members who are receiving
this newsletter for the first time! Our
service area now includes parts or all of
the following counties in south central
Wisconsin: Columbia, Dane, Dodge,
Iowa, Jefferson, Marquette, Richland
and Sauk.

Fall/Early Winter Field Trips

114th Christmas Bird Count

Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013: 6:30 a.m.
Lake Michigan Birding

Help assess the health of bird populations and
guide conservation action by taking part in the
world’s longest running wildlife census: the
Audubon Christmas Bird Count.

Saturday, Nov. 16, 2013

Local counts will be held from December 14
through January 5 in the following communities:

Carpool from Dutch Mill Park & Ride on the
southeast side of Madison

Mississippi River Birding – CANCELED

Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013
Madison Lakes
Meeting location to be determined

Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2014: 6:55 a.m.
New Year’s Sunrise over Faville Marsh
N7710 Hwy 89, north of Lake Mills

Saturday, Jan. 11, 2014: 8 a.m.
Wisconsin River Raptors
Copp’s Supermarket, 6800 Century Ave., Middleton

Saturday, Jan. 18, 2014: 8 a.m.
Winter Birds of the UW Arboretum
UW Arboretum Visitor Center

Baraboo
Columbus
Cooksville
Fort Atkinson
Horicon Marsh
Hustisford
Madison
Mt. Horeb
Palmyra
Pardeeville
Poynette
Randolph
Richland Center
Sauk City
Waterloo

For details, please visit madisonaudubon.org or call 608.255-2473.
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