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Yard Care 

Use fertilizers and other chemicals with care!

There are many ways to care for your yard and garden without harming 

our freshwater resources. Changing the methods and the products you 

use are great ways to reduce the amount of  stormwater pollution that 

runs off  from your property. 

Here are a few tips:

• If  you typically apply fertilizer to your lawn, get a soil test first to 

determine what nutrients it really needs. This will save you money and 

will keep unused nutrients from flowing into the watershed where they 

can create algae blooms, lowered oxygen levels, and ammonia which is 

toxic to fish. 

• If  you apply fertilizer to your yard, keep in mind that fertilizer is most 

effective when used in the late spring (May-June) or mid-fall. 

Fertilizing too often or applying too early can result in the grass being 

unable to absorb the fertilizer. 

• If  you’re looking for an alternative to the traditional fertilizers and 

pesticides, there are two common programs that are recommended –

organic or reduced-risk. Find more information on these options on 

the Respect Our Waters website.

• Mulch leaves into your yard instead of  raking them. Not only does this 

save time and energy, but it provides a layer of  protection for your 

yard through the winter and provides nutrients in the spring. 

• Use shredded yard waste such as grass clippings or leaves as a mulch 

cover for your garden beds to protect them during the winter and also 

start your gardening year off  right with extra nutrients. Take care to 

always chop leaves before using them as mulch so that water can still 

reach the soil in the winter. 

• If  you are going to rake, be sure to bag up your leaves. Raking them 

into the street or the gutter will cause blockages in storm sewers and 

drains. Most municipalities have information on bagging and pickup 

schedules on their websites.

If  you apply 

pesticides, always 

read the 

instructions on 

the product. This 

will help you 

determine how 

much is 

recommended to 

use and whether 

the product 

should be diluted 

before use.  


