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May 17-19, 2023 
 

Paducah-McCracken Co. Convention & Expo Center 

Paducah, Kentucky 

 

Wednesday, May 17 

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

Nuclear 101 
*This session will be optional*  

Who should attend: Anyone interested in understanding the basics, opportunities, and 

challenges of nuclear projects. 

 

Nuclear Innovation Alliance 

Nuclear Matters 
 

 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm WELCOME RECEPTION  

*Introductions, Goals of the Meeting 

 

Thursday, May 18 

7:15 am – 8:15 am BREAKFAST 

8:15 am – 8:30 am 
Welcome from the Kentucky Delegation 

Kentucky Governor’s Office 

Local Elected Officials 

8:30 am – 9:15 am 

Office of Nuclear Energy at Work: What We’ve Done and Where We’re 
Going 
Dr. Kathryn Huff, Assistant Secretary, Office of Nuclear Energy, US 

Department of Energy  

9:15 am – 9:30 am Update on Nuclear Development in Idaho 
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9:30 am –10:30 am 

Panel Discussion: Adding Nuclear to the Mix 
Interest in adding nuclear generation as part of an all-of-the-above energy strategy is on the 

rise – not only for baseload power, but also industrial applications, desalination, and hydrogen 

production.  A recent DOE study identified 157 retired coal plant sites in the US as potential 

candidates for a coal-to-nuclear transition that would dramatically increase the supply of firm 

and dispatchable clean electricity to the grid and speed progress to meet state, regional and 

national decarbonization goals.  States like Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and 

Nebraska have removed moratoriums on nuclear power plants or are actively considering 

SMRs. This session will help provide a better understanding of realistic timelines, what potential 

host communities should consider, and how to proceed. 

 

10:30 am – 10:45am BREAK 

10:45 am –11:00 am Update on Nuclear Development in Portsmouth, OH 

11:00 am – 12:00pm 

CASE STUDY: Paducah, Kentucky 
Paducah is a prime example of a community with nuclear history, existing infrastructure, DOE 

mission and interest in hosting new nuclear projects. This case study will focus on how leaders 

at the State and local level are working with utilities and developers to evaluate opportunities, 

identify needs and determine next steps. 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm LUNCH 

 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

Panel Discussion on Leveraging Existing Infrastructure: Land Use and 
Reuse 
Different energy resources require different amounts of land, access to water, and 

infrastructure.  This session will look at the opportunities for the federal government and states 

to facilitate land reuse for nuclear projects, for transitioning coal-to-nuclear, and the guiding 

laws, regulations and barriers that need to be addressed.  The discussion will consider lessons 

learned from local leaders around DOE cleanup sites and considerations of environmental 

justice.  

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Roundtable with Developers: What Will it Take to Develop a Nuclear 
Ecosystem? 
This facilitated roundtable discussion with advanced nuclear technology developers aims to 

identify a checklist for states and communities considering advanced nuclear projects – what 

do you need from workforce, to manufacturing, from siting to investment? 

3:00 pm – 3:15 pm BREAK 

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm 

Roundtable with Utilities: Keys to Building the Nuclear Power Market 
This facilitated discussion will hear from utilities considering nuclear as part of integrated 

resource plans what is necessary to invest in advanced nuclear and how potential host 

communities and states can better engage to build the market for electrons. 
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4:15 pm – 4:30 pm 
Introduction to ECA’s Municipal Partners in Canada and Europe: 

Working Together on Advanced Nuclear Development Abroad 
 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm NETWORKING RECEPTION  

 

Friday, May 19 

7:15 am – 8:15 am BREAKFAST 

8:15 am – 8:30 am Update on Nuclear Development in Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

 

8:30 am – 9:15 am 

Panel Discussion on Changing Perceptions of Risk 
Public perceptions of nuclear power are changing as concerns about climate change and 

energy security grow, but there must be transparency on issues such as safety, cost, 

environmental justice, and waste management. This discussion will consider how to 

communicate the value and risk of nuclear in communication and engagement strategies 

and will include lessons learned from community leaders around existing federal and 

commercial nuclear facilities.  

9:15 am – 9:45 am Nuclear Energy and Opportunities for Industrial Applications 

9:45am –10:00 am BREAK 

10:00 am – 10:20am Update on Nuclear Development in Richland, Washington 

 

10:20 am – 11:20am DOE Roundtable: Identifying Resources and Navigating Opportunities 
This session will feature feedback and insight from DOE officials on what they heard during 

meeting discussions, and information on resources available through the Department’s cross-

cutting initiatives aimed at mitigating carbon emissions, supporting nuclear/clean energy 

development and addressing equity and environmental justice in energy planning. 

11:20 am – 11:40am SNAPSHOT: Increasing Engagement with the NRC 

 

11:40 am –12:15 pm Turning New Knowledge into Action Items 
Policymakers and community leaders will reflect on meeting discussion and with input from 

meeting participants, facilitators will develop a list of action items and next steps to collaborate 

and sustain momentum. 

12:15 pm 
ADJOURN  

*Continue the Conversation and Explore Paducah* 

 


