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INTRODUCTION

Dear Parents and Media Mentors,
 
We are thrilled you've downloaded A Taste of Animation!
 
In our video saturated world, have you ever wondered why we don't
formally teach kids to decode and communicate via sound and motion?
 
Me too. I've been in commercial art for 30 years, I think it is time to bring
our kids up to speed. They've got the entire Hollywood toolkit in a few apps.
 
I've spent the last 15 years focused on turning the language of filmmaking
and video production into "child's play". 
 
I've tested out ideas in workshops from New York City to Qatar - Rwanda to
Westchester - SXSW Austin to Apple Retail Stores.
 
I am convinced stop motion is the ideal vehicle to reimagine video
production skills as a basic literacy for today's kids.
 
My own children were my initial guinea pigs. Then they became the
Animation Chefs. We've tested these secret recipes with over 20,000 kids. 
 
We've chopped up an entire film-school curriculum into our byte-sized stop
motion secret recipes. From discovery skills to storytelling mastery.
 
We host it all on the Animating Kids! platform - a paid online service
currently streaming 24/7 to organizations around the world.
 
A Taste of Animation is a "sampler plate" from our library of 140+ pre-
planned, follow-along secret recipes.
 
Scan Animating Kids' table of contents here.
 
For a limited time the Animating Kids! platform has a monthly rate for first
time, home-based subscribers - cancel anytime.
 
Whether you join us now or not, if you "view" then "do" these Taste of
Animation secret recipes you'll see media-making superpowers emerge.
 
Bon Animate! Joe Summerhays  Founder - Animating Kids | Animation Chefs

FOUNDER
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OUR MISSION 

Animation Chefs Presenting at Tribeca Film Festival Family Day in New York City

Teach media production as a basic early-learning literacy
 

Simplify visual storytelling skills for non-filmmakers
 

Offer step-by-step, follow-along video curriculum
streaming 24/7 around the world

 
Decode, demystify and deconstruct media persuasion

 
Create storytelling superpowers via sound and motion
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WELCOME!
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We are the Animation Chefs - brothers who dress-up like chefs and
demonstrate animation secret recipes in our "test kitchen".
 
You don't have to be an "artist" to be an animator! We show you the basic
utensils, ingredients and recipes that unlock the secrets of animation.
 
Just follow the steps and your media-making superpowers will explode. 
 
Once you understand timing, spacing and planning in frames-per-second, you
can animate anything!
 
Now let's get cooking!

We Are Thrilled You Are Here!

http://www.animatingkids.com/


Colored-Hat Skill Progression in Animating Kids

     
The Basics

 
Timing  
Spacing

Vocabulary

 Special Effects 
 

Parallax
Poofs

Fighting Clouds

Character Acting
 

Emotion
Face Acting

Lip Synching

Animate a Story
 

Storyboarding
Materials
Sizing

Advanced Tips
 

Best Practices
Training

Case Studies
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Animation Skill Discovery Recipes Production & Training Recipes



Animating Kids is app independent.
These animation formulas are evergreen.
 
Our tutorials are ideal with:
• Chromebooks with webcams
• iPads and other tablets
• Smartphones
• DSLR Cameras with Desktops/Laptops
 
May we suggest these links:
iPads - istopmotion
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TOOLS 
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Smartphones - Stop Motion Studio
Chromebooks - Stop Motion Animator
Browser Based - Cloud Stop Motion

DSLR/Laptops - Dragon Frame

Make sure to set your app to 15 frames-per-second 
to sync with our secret recipes.Animation Chefs at SXSW Hands-on Workshop For Teachers

https://boinx.com/istopmotion/ipad/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stop-motion-studio-pro/id640564761?mt=8
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/stop-motion-animator/dhgmfcabdnkbdhelnooodefedbilcpho?hl=en-US
https://cloudstopmotion.com/
https://www.dragonframe.com/


11
SET-UP VIDEO
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Click To Play

http://www.animatingkids.com/setupideas


 

WHITE HAT RECIPES
BASICS IN TIMING & SPACING

9

"Turn-key! We don't have to hire animators as instructors. We hire people who love kids. 
Animating Kids takes care of everything else for the whole year!" 
 After School Program Director - South Carolina



WHITE HAT RECIPES VIDEO

Timing • Spacing • Squash & Stretch • Posing • Wind-up & Follow-Through 
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Click to play White Hat demonstrations

Discovering the Basics

http://www.animatingkids.com/taste-of-white-hat
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YELLOW HAT RECIPES
SPECIAL EFFECTS
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The step-by-step videos and
worksheets unfold a whole new
world right on their desks. 
When their workspace becomes a
movie studio, it changes their whole
demeanor."

Pr inc ipa l  -  New York  C i ty

"



YELLOW HAT RECIPES VIDEO 
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Click to play the Yellow Hat demonstration

Combining the Basics
Special Effects: Poof • Fighting Clouds • Parallax

http://www.animatingkids.com/taste-of-yellow-hat
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RED HAT RECIPES
EMOTIONS • FACE ACTING • LIP SYNCHING
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"I've taught stop-motion animation to middle-schoolers for years. Animating Kids has changed everything!
Their process brought clarity and order to the inherent craziness, messiness, and chaos of helping a group
of kids create an animated story. This has really upped their game and saved me time."

Rachel - 8th Grade Media Specialist



RED HAT RECIPES VIDEO
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Click to play the Red Hat demonstration

Bringing Characters to Life
Emotions • Posing the Face • Lip Syncing

http://www.animatingkids.com/taste-of-red-hat
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 15th Grade Classroom Teacher  - Florida 31

BLUE HAT RECIPES
STORYTELLING • PRODUCTION

I've never made a movie in my life. Following the Blue Hat recipes, we made a
one-minute animated story!  Every step was mapped out and modeled so clearly."



BLUE HAT RECIPES VIDEO
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Click to play the Blue Hat demonstrations

Animate a Story
Storyboarding • Utensils & Materials • Sizing Props

http://www.animatingkids.com/taste-of-blue-hat
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BLACK HAT RECIPES
TRAINING

37Event Coordinator - SXSWEdu 

"It was standing room only at the Animation Chef's SXSW hands-on workshop. 
The teachers had so much fun with the secret recipes - they became little kids again!"



BLACK HAT RECIPES
Professional Development
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Click to play the Black Hat training by Joe - Our Founder

Storyboarding • Set building • Props
Sizing • Posing

Best Practices • Training • Case Studies

http://www.animatingkids.com/taste-of-black-hat
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Making An Original Cartoon

BLACK HAT RECIPES 
Shark Vs Rabbit Case Study

Click to play the behind-the-scenes case study of Shark Vs Rabbit

Best Practices • Training • Case Studies

http://www.animatingkids.com/taste-of-black-hat-2


BLACK HAT RECIPES
Person-imation 
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Applying the Basics: Animating Humans

Click to play video demonstration by the Animation Chefs

Case Studies In Animating Actual Kids

http://www.animatingkids.com/taste-of-black-hat-3


 

FOR ALL AGES!

41

“You have no idea how amazing it is for a span of Kindergarten - 9th Grade. 
 
My planning was basically done for me, and regardless of the age group, the kids
really enjoyed the Animation Chefs' clear tutorial videos.
 
Win, win. I absolutely love Animating Kids!"

Librarian/Media Specialist - Idaho
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"After all the planning and
hypothesizing... the suspense
and joy of pressing the play
button to see if it all works
never gets old. As their ideas
come alive on the screen, they
light-up with astonishment and
a real sense of achievment!" 

Mrs. Tutt - 4th Grade Teacher

"

BE ASTONISHED!
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VIDEO TESTIMONIALS

Animation Chefs Workshop @ Apple Retail Store in Grand Central Station N.Y.C.

Click For Video Testimonials

http://www.animatingkids.com/testimonials


 
Animating Kids is an online animation curriculu
 
A full Animating Kids subscription offers 150 pr
 
5+ hours of short video demonstrations, worksh
 
A Taste of Animation is only a sample from Ani
 
IHere is an overview of our complete curriculum
animating kids.com/overview
For special first time subscriber "quarantine" p
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Join Us! Our Animating Kids full subscription with no risk for a limited time - Cancel Anytime...

A Taste of Animation is only the tip of the iceberg!
We are offering a special monthly rate for first time, non-institutional subscribers.

Click anywhere on the infographic below to go to the pricing page.

https://www.animatingkids.com/about-page-for-hat-levels
http://www.animatingkids.com/pricing
http://www.animatingkids.com/pricing


60 Newtown Rd #49, Danbury Connecticut 06810

CONTACT US!
Mailing Address

info@animatingkids.com
Email  Address
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THANKS FOR CHECKING OUT A TASTE OF ANIMATION

CLICK THIS LINK TO DO THE A.T.O.A. ANIMATION CHALLENGES - EARN MORE SECRET RECIPES!
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http://www.animatingkids.com/filmfest



