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President’s Message
Our post summer programme has got off to a good start with several talks and visits
having been arranged, including two outdoor events. The first one, in September,
saw a large group attend the first night of the annual three day ‘Fire Dragon’
festival held in Tai Hang Village, Causeway Bay. This unique community festival
coincided with the Mid-Autumn festival. The evening commenced with a talk,
conveniently given in the Central Library, followed by dinner in a local restaurant.
Following dinner members joined the crowds which had gathered to watch the “Fire
Dragon’ come to life and make its way around the narrow streets of Tai Hang
accompanied by the beating of drums and the clash of gongs and cymbals. The
combination of crowds mixed with the smoke filled air and the rhythmic beating of drums and gongs made
for an intoxicating atmosphere, but one which was certainly appreciated by the members who participated
and had not previously seen the festival. By comparison the visit to Tsz Shan monastery in October was
much more peaceful and contemplative. This visit was a first for the Society and what a breathtaking
location it was, nestling at the foot of the towering Pat Sin Leng hill range with a broad view overlooking
Tolo harbour and Ma On Shan in the distance. For those of us with little real knowledge of Buddhism we
were given the benefit of an excellent guided tour and partook of a vegetarian lunch. I rather imagine that
having been once the Society will, hopefully be making a return trip. I would like to thank RAS members
Jenny Eagleton and Russell Harding for contributing their event reviews on these visits which you can read
in this newsletter.
Events planned for the coming months include a talk by visiting academic Dr. Richard Kirkby who will be
paying a visit to Hong Kong in November. The title of his talk will be ‘Intruder in Mao’s Realm’ and is
based on the title of his new book which deals with his experiences in China from 1973 to 1976 when he
was teaching English at Nanjing University. I think this talk promises to be a fascinating insight into life in
China during the Cultural Revolution, to which our speaker was an eyewitness. Our last scheduled talk will
be delivered by RASHK/Editorial Board member Dr. Kwong Chi-man who will give a talk entitled ‘The
Mirage of Hong Kong Fortress’. Dr. Kwong is the author of ‘Fortress Hong Kong” and in this talk he will
discuss how Japan’s failure to co-ordinate tactical and strategic operations on land and at sea contributed to
its eventual defeat in S.E. Asia. The cover image on this issue shows an aerial photograph of Hong Kong
during the Battle of Hong Kong in 1941.
With Christmas and New Year holidays very much on member’s minds we shall take a short break at the
end of December but return early in the New Year with another Cross-boundary visit planned for January.
The itinerary for this visit is two-fold and will include a visit to Kaiping followed by Yangjiang on the
Guangdong coast. Kaiping is a popular destination for the Society, with its iconic fortified dwellings and
watchtowers (diaolou). The itinerary will also include a visit to Cangdong village to learn about the unique
heritage project which is being carried on there. With luck the plum blossom will be in bloom making for a
visually spectacular spring time scene. This visit has been planned to include a visit to Yangjiang on the
coast. The city boasts a particularly interesting museum dedicated to maritime archaeological discoveries.
Members may also be interested to note that a new exhibition which has just opened at the Hong Kong
Museum of History ‘Across the Oceans’. The theme of the exhibition examines the local connections and
global dimensions of China’s maritime trade routes and is well worth a visit.
Members should all have received their copies of the RASHK Journal Vol 56 which were posted in
September. To date eight copies have been returned by the Hong Kong GPO. The main reason for this
seems to be that members have not informed the Administrator of their change of address. Please do let us
know if you have moved address so that the member database can be updated. I would like to end this
message with, yet again, an appeal to you the members. It concerns our membership numbers which I have
noted have declined in recent months. I would like to ask every member to do their best to encourage
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friends and colleagues to join the Society which I am sure you appreciate already. By joining in November
new members enjoy an added bonus of an extra two months membership free. We need to do everything
we can to increase our membership so please play your part and bring your friends to events or better still
encourage them to join as members.
Finally may I take this opportunity to wish all members of the Society a Merry Christmas and Best Wishes
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
Michael Broom
President

4

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong

2016

Future Activities
LECTURE

Intruder in Mao’s Realm
China in the early-to-mid-1970s was more closed and mysterious than North
Korea today, but Richard Kirkby who first entered the country in 1973
subsequently applied to the Chinese authorities to return to the fabled land.
Against all the odds he and his partner Jo were invited to teach at Nanjing
University. From that vantage point he witnessed the twisted tumult of Cultural
Revolution China first-hand – this despite the officials’ efforts to enforce a state
of isolation on the tiny group of foreigners in the country. He observed and
sometimes participated in the roller-coaster political campaigns, including the
first post-1949 mass demonstrations against the Mao order of April 1976. With
the deaths of the iconic leaders of the revolution - Zhou Enlai, Zhu De and in
September 1976, of Mao himself, he was caught up in the events which
eventually signalled a formal end to the Cultural Revolution - the arrest of the
Chairman’s coterie, aka The Gang of Four.
With an informative interlude of Hong Kong R & R under his belt, in
1978 the author was persuaded to return to a China posting – at
Shandong University. China was slowly regaining its balance, and for
the first time it was possible to forge semi-normal relationships with
acquaintances and colleagues. But the politics of the Cultural
Revolution lingered on in Shandong, with unsavoury consequences
which led to a contrived ‘escape’ to Hong Kong. Richard Kirkby’s
story provides unique insight into the China during and just after the
Cultural Revolution.
The Speaker

Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Richard Kirkby was born in Yorkshire, into a farming family with strong China
antecedents, and was educated at a Quaker school, at Bristol University and at the
Architectural Association, London. In the 1960s, he was heavily involved in student
politics, and in the early 1970s, spread his wings to Cultural Revolution China. He
taught English at Nanjing University from 1974 to 1977, an experience enriched by
spells of labour in rice paddies and a factory machine shop. After Mao’s death but
with China still in troubled times, he moved to Shandong University. Since 1980, the
author has been a consultant on the Chinese economy, a writer of academic tracts
(starting with his 1985 book Urbanisation in China, a foundation work in the field).
Richard is the third generation of his family to live in China since 1904. Today,
representing the fourth generation, his son William lives and works in Chengdu.
Dr Richard Kirkby
Saturday, 12 November 2016
Reception desk opens 10:30 am, talk starts 11:00 am
Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door
(Photos courtesy Richard Kirkby)
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MUSEUM VISIT

CUHK Library and Museum Special Collection Visit

The Library’s Special Collections houses rare books, manuscripts and archival materials which are
important sources for teaching and research. The rare book collection consists of Chinese rare books
published from the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368) to the end of Qianlong reign period (1795) of the Qing
dynasty, and Western rare books published before 1900. A collection of Shang dynasty oracle bones is the
largest of its kind in Hong Kong. Significant archival materials included David Hawkes papers, Maurice
and Judith Freeman papers and the Hong Kong Christian Industrial Committee records. The manuscripts
held are particularly strong in works of Hong Kong writers and literati, as well as contemporary
Chinese writers and poets such as Gao Xingjian (a Nobel Prize winning author) and Bei Dao.
Some of the items we may see include:
Books
1. Collection of Seals from Nenger Studio (能爾齋印譜 ), 1704
2. Complete Library of the Four Treasures (四庫全書), 1736-1795
3. Mason, George Henry. The costume of China: illustrated by sixty engravings
with explanations in English and French. London: Printed for W. Miller by S.
Gosnell, 1800.
4. Eustachi, Bartolomeo. Tabulae Anatomicae, Amstelaedami: Apud R. & G. Wetstenios, 1722
Art Works
5. Li. King-hong. Ink Butterfly with Colophon.
6. Gao Xingjian. Ink Sketch, 1999 (Gao was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2000)
(Photos source: CUHK)
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The Docent
Ms LF Li, The Library’s Head of Special Collections at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong will conduct our visit and describe many of the important pieces contained in the
collection.

Programme
Coordinator: Ms Connie Carmichael
Date:
Saturday, 26 November 2016
Time:
10:00 am – 11:30 am (Please assemble at University Station (East Rail) at the Statue of
Democracy at 9:30)
Venue:
Main Library. Chinese University of Hong Kong
Admission: $50 on the day
Lunch:
A table will be booked at Lee Wo Sing College for lunch on the day. When you reserve
a spot for the tour, please indicate if you would like to stay for lunch.
Booking:
Please email your reservation to <connie.carmichael@gmail.com>

******
LECTURE

The Mirage of ‘Hong Kong Fortress’: Failure of the Japanese Military in
and Around Hong Kong, 1942 - 1945

This talk is based on an article written by the author on the failure of the Japanese Army and Navy to use
Hong Kong to control the South China coast between 1942 and 1945. Such failure was the result of the
inability of the Japanese Army and Navy to cooperate at the strategic and operational levels, the flawed
shipping-protection tactics adopted by the Japanese Navy, the incomplete control of the Japanese forces
over the South China coast, and the resistance of the Allied guerrilla and intelligence units. The inability of
the Japanese to control the South China coast through Hong Kong, in turn, slowly affected the Japanese
lifeline to Southeast Asia. In response, the Japanese sought to dominate the South China Sea through a
huge land offensive (Operation Ichigo); the costly campaign, however, did not alter the course of the war.
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The Speaker
Dr Kwong Chi Man, Ph.D. (2012), University of Cambridge, is Assistant Professor
of History Department at Hong Kong Baptist University. He has published books
and articles on the military history of modern East Asia, including Eastern Fortress:
A Military History of Hong Kong (Hong Kong University Press, co-authored).

Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Dr Kwong Chi Man
Friday, 9 December 2016
Reception desk opens 6:30 pm; talk starts 7:00 pm
Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door

(Photos courtesy Dr Kwong Chi Man)

******
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GUANGDONG CROSS-BOUNDARY TRIP

Kaiping ‘Diaolou’ (defensive watchtowers), Cangdong, Plum Blossom
and the Nanhai No. 1 Boat at Yangjiang

The trip comes with two options:
Option 1: Sat. 7 January – Sun. 8 January 2017 (2 days/ 1 night) to Kaiping diaolou villages and the
Cangdong Project for those who can afford only a weekend.
Option 2: Sat. 7 January – Tuesday 10 January 2017 (4 days/ 3 nights), as Option 1 but completing
the full itinerary including a visit to see plum blossom and the Guangdong Maritime Silk Road
Museum.
Kaiping is about a four hour drive from Hong Kong. It is one of the “Four Counties” (Sze Yap) from which
many Chinese, now living in Hong Kong and overseas, emigrated. Many prospered overseas, and when
times were hard back in their hometowns, they sent funds home and helped to build distinctive “diaolou”
or defensive watchtowers. There was a surge in constructing these buildings from the turn of the 20th
century till the 1930’s. With improving law and order the construction turned more to fine mansions, as at
Li Gardens adjacent to Cangdong village, and for example, the two ancestral halls at Cangdong. The
architecture and decoration reflect the combination of western and Chinese influences. Some of the diaolou
and mansions have been adopted as UNESCO World Heritage sites and we shall visit some.
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Cangdong is a typical southern Chinese village in Kaiping with a diaolou, two ancestral halls, some
mansions and a temple. It is home to the Cangdong Project founded by our Member Mr Rocky Dang who
will accompany the tour and Dr Selia Tan. The Project has conservation and heritage education roles. At
the nearby village of Tangkou, beside five granaries constructed at the time of the Great Leap Forward, an
old Post Office has been revitalized under the Project into a vibrant centre with accommodation and
meeting spaces, all set among attractive paddy fields and villages to which we can easily walk or cycle
(optional). We shall learn about the circumstances that led to so much Chinese emigration, the local
culture, rice growing and the local natural history, including the local bamboo and pines growing in the
fung shui woods behind the villages.
Those who need to return on the Sunday evening can do so while those who can afford more time will be
able to visit a Plum tree orchard about 1 ½ hours drive through attractive Guangdong countryside. The
plum should be in blossom, and we can complete seeing the third of the classic Chinese “Three Winter
Friends” – plum blossom, pine and bamboo.
We continue west to the coastal city of Yang Jiang, and on the fourth day, see the Guangdong Maritime
Silk Road Museum which houses the Nanhai No. 1 boat. This was a wooden merchant ship from the
Southern Song dynasty that sank, and was rediscovered and raised in 2007. Together with its cargo it is
now conserved and displayed in this unusual museum. We return to Hong Kong by coach.
We are deliberately keeping this trip as flexible as possible to give an opportunity to those who can afford
only to spend a weekend to join, while those who are able to join for the full four days can enjoy a fuller
and more varied itinerary. We realise some Members will have visited the Kaiping area with the RAS
before and we are, therefore, introducing some sites that have not been previously visited by the RAS,
getting some doors unlocked that were previously off-limits, and we will ensure that additional sites are
visited that will be fresh to Members as well, providing an update to the exciting developments at the
Cangdong Project, which was awarded a UNESCO Award of Merit earlier this year.
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Estimated cost for Option 1: HK$ 2,180 per pax on a twin share basis.
Single supplement HK$ 250.
Estimated cost for Option 2: HK$ 3,580 per pax on a twin share basis.
Single supplement HK$ 700.
This trip is also open to Members of the HK Natural History Society.
Participants who are not members of either the RASHKB or the HKNHS will be subject to a Non-member
surcharge of HK$250. Numbers are limited. First come, first served.
Tour price includes transport, accommodation, all meals, entrance fees, tips and a small donation to the
Cangdong Project.
Tour price does not include for visa, travel insurance or beverages.
For bookings and enquiries please contact
Rocky Dang at

rockydang@yahoo.com

or Peter Stuckey at peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk

or
or

tel. 9232 4284.

(Photos courtesy Peter Stuckey)
******
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Cartoons before & after the 1991 Revolution
Written by Dr Helen Tinsley
Cartoons have long been used in publications
worldwide as an effective vehicle to articulate, often
satirically, complicated ideas with great eloquence to a
wide audience. Anyone who has seen and enjoyed
Harry’s cartoons both past and present in South China
Morning Post (SCMP) will know this very well.
To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Dr Sun Yat
Sen’s birth, the Dr Sun Yat Sen Museum in Hong
Kong, in collaboration with PRC’s Memorial Museum
of 1911 Revolution, have created a fascinating
exhibition of cartoons published both before and after
1911. These cartoons helped to condense China’s
politics and global situation during the late Qing period
and the road to revolution into small pictures for publication. Disseminating such information contributed
to the development of wider civic awareness and also functioned as propaganda. This was a period of great
social change which was clearly reflected in the cartoons of the day.
On a rainy Saturday morning in early September a group of RAS members were warmly welcomed to the
Museum and guided around the exhibition by the Museum’s staff with enlightening commentary and
explanation of context. Our expert guide was able to point out one of the cartoons as having a clear link
with the SCMP of the time. Some of the themes and issues illustrated provided us with valuable insights
into the politics of the time and fresh insights into the roots of some of today’s current political tensions.
As a result of considerable research and scholarship, some key themes were developed and articulated in
the cartoons chosen for display in this exhibition:
The great powers of the day (often represented by a bear, bulldog, eagle, cockerel etc, or by unflattering
portraits of their leaders) looking for opportunities to share and then impose their areas of influence in
China.
The raising of significant concerns and awareness regarding the Qing government’s proposed financing
model for important and lucrative future railway links.
Corruption within the Qing government and the rise of revolutionary forces the birth and early difficulties
of the Republic with its 5 colour flag. Changing social mores with subsequent initiatives as very visible
tokens of change, such as promoting the cutting of hair braids for men and unbound feet for women.
By the end of our tour we had a greater appreciation of how cartoons had satirically analysed and
summarized the great issues of the day into a few well drawn pictures to be shared by many, not just
intellectuals and those in power. Their sharp commentary on many issues still resonates today.
(Photo courtesy Dr Helen Tinsley)
******
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The Tai Hang Fire Dragon Festival
Written by Jennifer Eagleton
A dragon (大坑火龍) came to visit Tai Hang on
Wednesday 14th September for a few days and RAS
members decided to get to know him better. Sylvia FokMidgett, a Hong Kong-born photographer/historian who
has made a long-time study of the Fire Dragon Festival,
introduced us to the dragon’s story before we repaired to a
vegetarian restaurant near all the dragon action. Between
bites of delicious food some of us ran off in one direction
to see incense sticks being inserted into the dragon,
cameras flashing; more bites of food before running in the
opposite direction to see the dragon travel down the main
Tai Hang drag (drag, noun, informal: “a street or road”),
cameras again flashing. The commemorative performance
then wound its fiery way through the backstreets and
alleys of Tai Hang followed by an enthusiastic crowd of locals and visitors, eyes watering from the acrid smoke.
The Dragon’s Backstory
Tai Hang had a run of extremely bad luck back in 1874. First, a typhoon slammed into the small fishing and farming
community. This was followed by a plague, then a livestock-eating python. Something obviously had to be done.
A local wise man decreed the only way to stop the turmoil was to stage a fire dance for three days and nights during
the upcoming mid-autumn festival after seeing a dragon in a dream (dragons being extremely auspicious). The
villagers made a huge dragon from straw and covered it with incense sticks, which they then lit. Accompanied by
drummers and exploding firecrackers, the local populace danced for three days and three nights – and the plague
disappeared. And Tai Hung has been largely free of these disasters since the dragon has been dancing nonstop till
now.
Anatomy of a Fire Dragon
The dragon is around 67-metres long, consists of 32 sections and
has a head weighing 48 kg. It is led by men holding up two
“pearls” (pomelos, signifying wisdom) with numerous incense
sticks inserted into them. It’s “beard” is made from the aerial
roots of the banyan tree, and it’s “body” is made up of a secretly
sourced plant that Sylvia suspects has anti-malarial properties.
The “fire”, which gives the dragon its name, are tens of
thousands of incense sticks inserted into its torso.
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Preparing the Fire Dragon
As befitting his status as a dragon, much ceremony has
to be carried out before he does his turmoil- avoiding
dance. A consecration ceremony is first carried out in
Lin Fa Kung Temple by male dignitaries including
“dotting the eyes” which allows the soul to enter the
dragon’s body. Then the dragon goes outside the temple
for the “officiating ceremony”, both ceremonies being
carried out in the Hakka dialect and by men only. Then
the dance can begin.

When the Dance is Finally Done
The dragon will reprise his dance for the rest of mid-autumn period, at the end of which, the dragon will “return to
heaven” (often found in Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter).

Our speaker of the day, Sylvia Fok-Midgett being
presented with an RAS Journal.

Members and friends enjoying tea at a local restaurant.

(Photos courtesy Dr Helen Tinsley & Michael Broom)
******
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Shanxi Trip: Datong, Wutaishan (Mt. Wutai), Pingyao, Taiyuan,
September 16 – 21, 2016
Written by Patrick H. Hase
At 12.35 on Friday 16th September, 12 Members and guests, with Peter Stuckey and Rocky Dang, the
organizers, took off on flight MU5090 (China Eastern) to Tai Yuan for a six-day trip to Shanxi. And what
a holiday! We saw so much! A life-long memory for me, and many others!
We arrived at Tai Yuan, and then travelled for 4 hours to Datong. The
next day we went to the Yungang Grottoes, a UNESCO World
Heritage site. These superb Buddhist caves, mostly dating from the
Northern Wei (5th century), are full of spectacular carvings, many
painted beautifully. Some of us had visited the Dunhuang Mogao
grottoes and the Maijishan grottoes with the RAS last year. Some of
us preferred the Dunhuang grottoes, some the Yungang grottoes –
both are quite fabulous. Yungang, however, is far more accessible,
and the entrance area to Yungang has in consequence been turned into
a less than spectacular theme-park, complete with artificial lake, and
elephant-sized rubber-duck. We were fortunate to have the excellent
services of a pre-arranged English speaking guide, Mr Guo, who
shared his deep knowledge and affection of the site and introduced us
to many of the fine details in the carvings and the stories behind them.
In the afternoon we visited the Huayan Temple, and the Nine Dragons
Screen. Unfortunately, it rained, (the only poor weather experienced),
and, by common consent we dropped a visit to the Shanhua
Monastery, and returned to the comfort of the hotel, to ready
ourselves for the evening meal at a grand restaurant serving local
delicacies, and German beer! It was near the Huayan Temple, the area around which had transformed in the
evening to a pleasant walking area illuminated with fairy lights and silhouetted temples.
The next day we visited the Hanging Monastery.
The Tang poet Li Bai called this “spectacular” (he
had a great inscription of his calligraphy erected at
the entrance to say so), and he was quite right! This
is a monastery pinned to the sides of a great cliff by
great wooden poles, up a long flight of stairs,
similarly pinned to the cliff-face. It is not currently
in use as a monastery. After this visit we travelled
over a high pass through the mountains to the
Buddhist Holy Mountain of Wutaishan, another
World Heritage site. Before the Cultural Revolution
there were 300 Monasteries here, and now there are
again over 50 functioning. We visited three or four, and in particular the Pusading Monastery (the largest
Tibetan monastery at Wutaishan), the Xiantong Monastery (the largest Chinese Monastery, founded in

15

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong

2016

Recent Activities
68AD, with some 200 monks today), and the Luohou Monastery. It was very pleasant to see such beautiful
ancient monasteries functioning as they should. We then spent the afternoon driving to Pingyao Town,
stopping en route at the Jinci Temple. This is at the springs of the Jin River, and was originally a holy place
dedicated to the goddess of the springs; later a temple was erected by the first Marquis of Jin to his mother
there, and in due course, the “Holy Mother” Shrine has become an amalgamation of the deity and the
revered mother. A beautiful site, full of ancient trees, exquisite carvings, a fine pagoda, pavilions and
winding waterways.
At Pingyao, we stayed in a superb nineteenth century merchant house, now converted to a comfortable
hotel. In visiting Pingyao we completed visits to all three World Heritage sites in Shanxi but there is so
much to see that it deserves longer than we were able to give it! It is a miraculously well-preserved Chinese
town – walls, gates, merchant-houses, yamen (the ancient administrative offices and residence of the local
magistrate), temples, shrines, streets and lanes, all survive in superb condition. We visited the yamen, and
the premises of the first bank in China. I, at least, intend to return to explore it more fully on another visit!
We left Pingyao in the afternoon for Tai Yuan, stopping en route at the Qiao Family Compound, a vast
nineteenth century residential compound with courtyards and rooms tastefully decorated.
Our last day we spent in the Shanxi Provincial Museum, where again we were fortunate to be shown
around, by pre-arrangement, with another excellent English-speaking guide, Grace Jin. She is a curator at
the museum and an expert in Chinese history. The Museum is relatively new and has a vast range of fine
treasures, all well displayed - well worth a visit.
To complement the guiding, Peter and Rocky had prepared a detailed and helpful handout, especially for
our visit. We ate extremely well, and constantly (I am now on a full diet). The itinerary was full and I
found myself exhausted the day after we returned, but hugely worth it. Spectacular! Perfect! Our thanks go
to Rocky and Peter for making this so special, and for making sure all the details went so well!

(Photos courtesy Peter Stuckey)
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Hong Kong Lighthouses and the Men Who Manned Them
Written by Patrick H. Hase

Waglan Island with the Lighthouse, 1920

Gap Rock Lighthouse in the past

On Friday, 7th October, Dr Stephen Davies, the Honorary Editor of the Society, gave a very full, very wellillustrated talk on Hong Kong’s Lighthouses and light-beacons, to a full and appreciative audience. He
dedicated the talk to the memory of our Past President, Dr Dan Waters, who, with Fr. Louis Ha, had
pioneered the study of these fascinating guardians of our coast, and whose joint paper on the subject can be
found in Vol. 41 of the Journal (2001).
Stephen showed that Hong Kong was, in its early days as a port, completely devoid of any safety lights,
and that this, since the approaches to the Harbour are all marked with dangerous rocks, made it a place
dangerous to enter at night or during periods of poor visibility. It was only well towards the end of the
nineteenth century, a good time after ports in Britain had been provided with good aids to navigation, that
the first lights were built for Hong Kong. He showed that this was, at least in part, due to the fact that the
vital lights for Hong Kong – Gap Rock and Waglan Island commanding the outer approaches – were still
Chinese Territory at the time, and the Chinese Government was unwilling either to build lights there, or to
permit the Hong Kong Government to do so. The first lighthouses in Hong Kong, therefore, were relatively
weak lights, which illuminated only the inner approaches, at Green Island, Cape d’Aguilar, and Cape
Collinson.
At the end of the nineteenth century, the vital lights at Gap Rock and Waglan were built, in an initiative of
the Chinese Maritime Customs, and from that time forward, Hong Kong Harbour had an adequate system
of lights.
Over the following seventy years, the Hong Kong Government built a very large number of additional
lights, until the Harbour became one of the best and most comprehensively lit of any major Harbour.
Stephen showed how the Government consistently moved the lamps from place to place, to avoid spending
too much money on new equipment – when a tower was up-graded and a more powerful lamp installed,
then the older, weaker, lamp was moved to some new tower where a weaker light was all that was needed.
In one case, the lamp was moved consecutively to four towers.
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Stephen noted that the Hong Kong Government never quite got their act together, and never established a
proper system of names for its lighthouses and light-beacons, some of them going by three or four different
names, or by several rival spellings. So confused did the naming system become that the international
Manuals of Lights threw in its hand, and left them without internationally accepted names!
Aids to navigation are becoming less important than in the past, thanks to the coming of GPS aids, and it is
likely that some of the existing Hong Kong lights will disappear. It is good to know that three of the oldest
towers are now gazetted as Monuments, and the most historically interesting of the surviving lamps is in
good hands in the Maritime Museum. Nonetheless, I am sure that some at least of the lights will remain for
a good long time, to remind us of an important part of our maritime past!

Present day Waglan Lighthouse

Present day Gap Rock Lighthouse
(Photos courtesy Stephen Davies)
******
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Tsz Shan Monastery
Written By Russel Harding
Being familiar with the pet project of one of Hong Kong’s largest
property developers, to wit that of Hang Lung’s Ronnie Chan in the
form of the Asia Society in Admiralty, I was interested to see how that
of another, to wit Hutchison/Cheung Kong’s LI Ka-shing in the form
of the Tsz Shan Monastery in Tai Po would compare.
And I have to say that the results for both projects, which evince a
desire for perfection which clearly, unlike their commercial ventures,
trumps the drive for profits and the inevitable consequential concurrent
tight cost controls is very impressive.
I also, quite by chance, having just been on the RAS Shanxi trip, have
a chance to compare like with like, as the Tsz Shan Monastery is a
Buddhist temple/monastery complex, and we visited a representative
number of such temple/monastery complexes in Shanxi province.
Some of those were of course, hundreds or even (at least as claimed) thousands of years old, and could be
expected to show signs of wear and tear, but one, at the Yungang grottoes near Datong, was a direct
contemporary of the Tsz Shan Monastery, being built in the same (current) dynasty, though by the local
government and the mayor thereof rather than a property developer (though I would not be surprised to
learn the Datong mayor may well be a property developer as well).
Both the Tsz Shan Monastery and the Yungang grottoes temple had all the usual suspects in all the usual
places – the temples with the numerous representations of, including for instance, past present and future
Buddha, the arhats, the drums and bells and so on. But the big difference was the finish, the quality, and
quality control of the Tsz Shan Monastery. Whilst they both looked good from a distance, looking closely
at the Yungang grottoes temple meant seeing things that were cracking up, didn’t fit properly, dirty and
just generally shoddy, looking closely at everything I looked at the Tsz Shan Monastery revealed an
attention to detail, drive for perfection and cleanliness which was very, very impressive, after going round
so many ‘kau kei’ temples.
That attention to detail and perfection extended to the gardens – the grass (which anyone with any
experience of sports pitches, gardens etc. knows is difficult for anyone who doesn’t lavish the care,
attention and dosh that the Jockey Club does on their racetracks to grow in Hong Kong) was immaculate,
and the trees were paragons of their species. But as the guide told us, they were sourced from all over
China, very expensive, and shipping them in was a huge logistical task involving many people of great
expertise, so we should really expect that.
Continuing on the subject of the guides – they were very well qualified for their jobs, exhibiting a high
degree of knowledge and expertise, coupled with enthusiasm, and an excellent command of English. I
certainly learned much more about the symbolism of various Buddhist artifacts than I had picked up from
many previous such temple visits. One example is the snake, which appears to be a powerful symbol in
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both Buddhism and Christianity, but with totally different connotations (that are beyond the scope of this
write-up). One thing that the guides did bring home to me, perhaps again as this has occurred to me
before, is the, for someone who regards all religion with a certain detached amusement at the proliferation
of fairy tales, attractiveness and ‘niceness’ of a religion that asks people to look at and improve themselves
rather than being busy minding everyone else’s business and trying to tell them what to do as most other
major religions seem to.
Another impressive facet of the Tsz Shan Monastery
was the use of technology. All that nasty incense
smoke that causes cancer, blackens ceilings, pollutes
the atmosphere and so on has apparently been replaced
by representations on LED screens tastefully made to
look like windows and so on, that, and good old fresh
water. The guide narration system was made in
Germany, and worked really well, whilst the guide
narration system at the Yungang grottoes temple was
made in China, and sort of, sometimes, intermittently
worked, after a lot of the original headsets had been
changed, re-set, thumped, turned off and on a few times etc. And the Kwun Yam that towers over the Tsz
Shan Monastery complex is apparently an appropriately modified inter-continental ballistic missile, or at
least is made of the same stuff to much the same dimensions, which I find a more reassuring use for the
technology.
I am aware that there is no such thing as a free lunch – but there were at least relatively few strings
attached to the Tsz Shan Monastery veggie one. They mainly included strictures such as no association
with the opposite sex whilst eating, no socialising and enjoying yourself, and no piling plates high with
food you cannot eat. Plus nothing that yelps when you bang it over the head for your dinner of course. As
for the quality of the food – I’ve had both better and worse in various other Buddhist temples, but never
been asked to pay less for it.
Finally a word about the staff helpfulness in general. Apart from a lack of appreciation for the finer points
of my anatomy (my finer points are obviously not, in their opinion, my legs which they insisted on
covering with a rather unfashionable bed sheet), they were all very friendly, helpful and knowledgeable.
For instance, I had to leave early to pursue my normal weekend activity of chasing sweaty men round a
field (also known as being a rugby referee). I was caught trying to sneak out and a taxi arranged for me
before I had time to apologise for leaving early.

(Photos courtesy Michael Broom)
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From Son of Heaven to Commoner
Puyi, The Last Emperor of China

The exhibition will run from Friday, 26th August 2016 until Monday, 13th February 2017 at Permanent
Galleries No. 1 – 5, Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence.
<http://hk.coastaldefence.museum/en_US/web/mcd/exhibition/special/puyi.html>
(Source: Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence)
******

21

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong

2016

Of General Interest
Across the Oceans: the Local Connections and Global Dimensions
of China’s Maritime Silk Road

The Maritime Silk Road was a major conduit for foreign trade in ancient China. Maritime trade began as
early as the Qin and Han dynasties, and reached its peak during the Song and Yuan period. The Maritime
Silk Road comprised of two major shipping routes: the East China Sea route linking China with the Korean
Peninsula and Japanese archipelago; and the South China Sea route reaching from China westwards to
Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean region. Major Maritime Silk Road cities in China such as Penglai,
Yangzhou, Ningbo, Fuzhou, Quanzhou, Zhangzhou, Guangzhou, and Beihai played important roles in the
development of maritime transport and trade. From the south-eastern ports and through the South China
Sea to the Persian Gulf and Red Sea, Chinese silk, pottery, tea, and other goods were sent to the Arabian
world and other locations in Asia and Africa. Spices, woollen textiles, ivory, and other commodities
flowed into China from overseas. Although the Maritime Silk Road suffered the restrictions of a maritime
trade ban during the Ming and Qing period, exchanges between China and foreign countries never stopped.
In addition to facilitating the exchange of goods, the Maritime Silk Road also promoted the interaction and
integration of different ethnicities, religions, and cultures. This exhibition is a cultural exchange
programme of Mainland China-Hong Kong-Macao in 2016, supported by the Chinese Culture Friendship
Association. By using the cultural relics from eight Maritime Silk Road cities, as well as artefacts from
Hong Kong, the exhibition elaborates upon the roles and functions each had as they grew and prospered on
the Maritime Silk Road. The exhibition also reflects upon the impact and contribution of the Maritime Silk
Road on the development of the world's civilisations.
Besides the precious artefacts about the Maritime Silk Road, the exhibition features a number of interactive
programmes, such as the interactive map of Maritime Silk Road, "My merchant ship" and "Guess the
ancient places" etc. which aim to provide the audience with different museum experiences and deeper
understanding of the exhibition subject.
This special exhibition will run from Wednesday, 26th October until Tuesday, 27th December, 2016 at the
Special Exhibition Gallery, Hong Kong History Museum.
< http://hk.history.museum/en_US/web/mh/exhibition/current.html>
(Source: Hong Kong History Museum)
******
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Advertising
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting advertisements that would be of interest to RAS
members and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service you
can provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable:
Full Page

HK$1,150

2/3 Page

HK$850

1/2 Page

HK$725

1/3 Page

HK$450

Classified

First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50

To book advertising space, please email: <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>

******
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St John’s Cathedral Shop
Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for
copies of RAS journals Vols. 51 – 55 and the book Hong Kong Going, Gone
to be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support
this facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the
Bookshop. Their email address is: <bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk>
******

2016 Membership Renewal
Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1st January, 2016 and, for this purpose, a renewal form
is available at the back of this issue. If you currently pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience
of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorisation form on
<membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>. Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested
to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount.
Annual
Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional

HK$700

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family

HK$1,000

Hong Kong Resident – Student*

HK$50

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID.
Life
Life – Single

HK$9,800

Life – Joint

HK$13,000

Overseas
Overseas - Annual

HK$420

Overseas - Life

HK$5,800
******
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM

Journals
Vols. 1 – 51
Vols. 52 – 56

Price HK$
$50.00 each
$200.00 each

Books
Hong Kong Going and Gone
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street

$120.00
$300.00

P&P
within HK
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street
$55.00
Full set of Journals
$260.00
All other volumes (per volume)
$25.00

Qty
___
___

Order
_____
_____

___
___

_____
_____

Overseas (surface/registered)
$130.00
_____
price on request
_____
$65.00
_____
HK$ _________

TOTAL

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to
RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange
rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the
bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque.
ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES
Ancestral Images
$260.00 ……….
Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore
$260.00 ……….
Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China
$260.00 ……….
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback)
$190.00 ……….
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback)
$120.00 ……….
Early China Coast Meteorology
$220.00 ……….
East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ……….
East River Column (paperback)
$140.00 ……….
East River Column (Chinese edition)
$110.00 ……….
Escape from Hong Kong (hardback)
$220.00 ……….
Escape from Hong Kong (paperback)
$150.00 ……….
Forgotten Souls
$320.00 ……….
Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office
$220.00 ……….
Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback)
$130.00 ……….
The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II
$240.00 ……….
Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations
$210.00 ……….
Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor
$190.00 ……….
Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954
$190.00 ……….
Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945
$190.00 ……….
Scottish Mandarin
$220.00 ……….
Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback)
$190.00 ……….
Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback)
$150.00 ……….
Southern District Officer Reports
$210.00 ……….
Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback)
$150.00 ……….
P&P: within Hong Kong - $25; Overseas (surface) - $65
For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong
Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong.
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COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS
Position

Name

Phone

Fax

E-mail

President

Mr Michael Broom

2719 4974

2719 4958

president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

Vice-President

Dr Gillian Bickley

2259 3456

2688 0546

g.bickley@proversepublishing.com

Vice-President

Dr Helen Tinsley

9034 2241

fulttins@netvigator.com

Immediate Past
President

Mr Christopher Young

6388 5155

clbyoung@gmail.com

Past President

Mr Robert Nield

2540 0722

2335 5470

hiflyer@netvigator.com

Past President

Dr Patrick Hase

2658 6529

2658 5400

phhase@hku.hk

Hon. Secretary

Mr David McKellar

2843 2493

2103 5996

mckellar@graduate.hku.hk

Hon. Treasurer

Ms Connie Carmichael

2994 2488

Hon. Librarian

Ms Edith Chan

2241 5624

Hon. Editor

Dr Stephen Davies

3917 5034

stephen.davies79@gmail.com

Hon. Activities
Coordinator

Dr Helen Tinsley

9034 2241

fulttins@netvigator.com

Hon. Archivist

Mrs Anna McCormick

9684 1066

Council Member

Ms Davina Lee

9196 5934

Council Member

Ms Moody Tang

2813 2322

Council Member

Mr Donald Gasper

2858 6601

treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
2857 2048

2859 2115

librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

annamcc@hku.hk
dioramaprojects@gmail.com

2813 8033

website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT
Position

Name

Phone

E-mail

Administrator

Ms Ivy Ho

6590 7523

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

(Part-time)
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