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President’s Message
For one small group of fortunate RASHK members April will be remembered for a
fascinating week spent visiting Guizhou province, situated north-west of
neighbouring Guangdong province. Many of you will have seen the striking posters,
currently displayed in the MTR, showing the limestone Karst mountains with the title
“Myriad of Heavenly Mountains”. Notwithstanding these colourful images one could
not have imagined the majestic scenery which awaited us. I would particularly like
to thank RAS member Bob Bunker for taking the time to compile his detailed review
of our journey, which you can read for yourselves in this issue. Photographs will also
be posted in the gallery section of the website and for the first time, I believe, we are
including a video clip on the website. This is a short sequence of the amazing Huangguoshu falls which the
group visited. My special thanks to Davina Lee, our webmaster, for making this possible and I hope we can
post more video clips in future. Members are invited to offer their comments on this development. Needless
to say, a very big thank you is once again owed to Society members Rocky Dang and Peter Stuckey for a
meticulously planned trip which was wonderfully organized. Added to this we were blessed with near perfect
weather. This was the first of the Society’s two annual overseas trips. Plans are now underway for a second
trip, later in the year, which will be to a non-China Asian destination. Details of this next trip will be
announced when they are known. I hope that we will also be able to offer further visits to Guangdong
province as part of our cross-boundary visit programme. The visit to Kaiping in January was an example of
this and was generally well received by the members who participated. The cross-boundary programme aims
to give members further opportunities for visiting China for short durations. I realise that our main trips do
require several days and that for many members work and family commitments preclude being able to
participate in a week-long visit. For this reason, the Society aims to promote visits to Guangdong province
which are shorter and less expensive so that those members who wish to have the opportunity of seeing more
of China can do so. Please do let me know what you think. We also welcome suggestions for possible
destinations.
Notice has been given by David McKellar, Hon Secretary of the Society’s Annual General meeting. I hope
that as many members as possible will be able attend this event, which this year will take place at the Hong
Kong Club on Friday 28 April. I would like to thank RAS member Robert Nield for kindly hosting this event
and making the necessary booking with the Club. I have previously expressed my hope that more members
will step forward and offer their time and experience on Council and the Activities Committee. With the
exception of our part-time Administrator all Council members and the members of the Activities Committee,
Editorial Board and the Sir Lindsey Ride Trust Fund devote their time and energy voluntarily. This involves
a considerable commitment and one that we should all be very grateful for. If the Society is to thrive and
continue it is vital that we attract new members who are prepared to contribute to the work of the above
groups and the well-being of the Society as a whole. Once again, I appeal to every member to consider
whether you can personally make a contribution and offer your time for the benefit of your Society. If you
would like to know more about what is involved please contact me or speak to any of the committee
chairpersons who will be pleased to discuss your interest. We urgently need new members for the Activities
Committee and for the RASHK Council. I would like to take this opportunity of saying a special thank you
to our Hon Librarian, Ms Edith Chan, who will be retiring from Council at this year’s AGM. Edith has been
the Society’s Hon Librarian for, as she herself put it, ‘a perfect seven’ years, May 2010 – April 2017. Not
only has the Society benefitted from Edith’s professionalism as a librarian and her contacts within the library
community but also her energy and determination in achieving what is best for the Society. This was ably
reflected in the time and effort she spent establishing relationships with online academic journal publishers
such as JSTOR, EBSCOM and RMIT. Subsequently this has resulted in the Society earning an additional
source of revenue from the publication of our journals online. I am pleased to announce that Edith’s successor
will be Ms Vivian SO Wing Yan who it is expected will take up her role at the AGM.
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As you are aware the Society is currently looking for new office accommodation. I am pleased to say that
progress has been made on this front and I hope to make an announcement shortly concerning this matter.
I look forward to seeing as many members as possible at the Annual General Meeting
Michael Broom
President

Front Cover: Huangguoshu Waterfall, Guizhou Province (Photo courtesy Michael Broom)
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LECTURE

Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin – Sir Robert Hart,
the Most Influential Foreigner in Qing China
“There is almost no Chinese official upon whom I can rely. But the report of this
foreigner is reliable … If we had 100 Harts, our affairs would run smoothly.” Prince
Gong, Director of the Tsungli Yamen, in June 1861. The prince headed the Yamen,
forerunner of the Foreign Ministry, from 1861 to 1884 and 1894 until his death in 1898.
Sir Robert Hart served as the Inspector-General of the Imperial Maritime Customs
Service of the Qing dynasty from 1863 until his death in 1911. No foreigner has ever
had or will ever have the life he did in China. He provided the government with more
than 20 per cent of its annual revenue, set up the Chinese Post Office, founded a system
of lighthouses along the coast, bought British warships that were the foundation of the modern Chinese navy
and negotiated a peace treaty to end the Sino-French war of 1884-85. He was a trusted confidant of
government leaders who constantly sought his advice in how to deal with the aggressive and meddling
foreigners. His finest hour came in the Boxer Rebellion of 1900. With 1,300 other foreigners and 3,100
Chinese, he was trapped in the Legation Quarter of Beijing for 55 days, ready for death. After the siege,
many called for partition of China or imposition of a new dynasty -- but Hart argued that the fault for the
rebellion lay with the foreigners.
His personal life was just as dramatic. He had a Chinese lady friend, Miss Ayaou, with whom he had three
children. He sent them to be brought up by a foster family in London. Then he married an Irish lady from
his home place; they also had three children. He did everything possible to prevent the two families from
knowing of or meeting the other. Mark O’Neill uses a wide range of sources, in English and Chinese, to
describe this fascinating and complex character in all his many colours.”
The Speaker
Mr Mark O’Neill was born in 1950 in Britain. He was educated at Marlborough College
and New College, Oxford where he graduated with a degree in English Language and
Literature. He worked in Washington DC, Manchester and Belfast before moving to Hong
Kong in 1978. He has lived in Asia since then, working in Hong Kong, Taiwan, India, China
and Japan for Reuters News Agency and the South China Morning Post. He now lives in
Hong Kong and works as a journalist, writer and university lecturer. He speaks French,
Mandarin, Cantonese and Japanese.
Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Mr. Mark O’Neill
Wednesday, 10th May 2017
Reception desk opens at 6:30 pm; talk starts 7:00 pm
Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door
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Photographs of Old Hong Kong and the Tales They Tell
David Bellis will show a new selection of photos from his collection, using them to tell us stories about old
Hong Kong. Most of the photos were taken in the early years of the twentieth century, and show a Hong
Kong that has long since disappeared. They have been scanned at high-resolution and digitally restored, so
David can zoom in to show us their hidden details. The photos for this talk are grouped around four themes:
•
•
•
•

The ubiquitous shoulder pole
A selection of Hong Kong Views from 1902
Off the beaten track
Photos of Kowloon

There will be an opportunity to ask questions after the talk.
The Speaker
David runs the popular local history website, Gwulo.com. It hosts over 30,000 pages
about old Hong Kong, including over 15,000 photos. In 2014 David won the SCMP's
Heritage Preservation Award, one of their "The Spirit of Hong Kong Awards", for his
work on Gwulo.com.
Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Mr David Bellis
Wednesday, 17th May 2017
Reception opens 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm
Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door.
******
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Cultural Innovation in China’s Cultural Revolution

Usually portrayed as an era of chaos and destruction, the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) also saw
considerable innovation in cultural production. The eight model performances (yangbanxi) at the heart of
the period included five operas and two ballet dramas. Each was the result of years of experimentation by a
range of specialists even from beyond the opera and dance worlds. Beyond these officially sanctioned works
were the unauthorised, so-called underground experiments by amateurs, particularly among the sent-down
youth in the countryside. Their writings and other efforts, often circulated in hand-copied versions, laid the
groundwork for the remarkable changes in Chinese cultural practices since the 1980s. By putting culture
back into the Cultural Revolution, new aspects of the era are revealed.
The Speaker
Paul Clark is Chair Professor of Chinese at the University of
Auckland. His research area is modern Chinese popular culture,
including film and its audiences. He has published books on Maori
history, Chinese film, culture during the Cultural Revolution (The
Chinese Cultural Revolution: A History, Cambridge University Press,
2008), and on youth cultures in China. His current book project is a study
of popular leisure in Beijing since 1949. A member of the Hong Kong
Research Grants Council, he was educated at Auckland, Peking and
Harvard universities.
Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Prof. Paul Clark
Friday, 16th Jun 2017
Reception open 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm
Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door.
******
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LOCAL VISIT

Visit to the HSBC Archives

Further details to be announced.
Date:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Weekday evening in Jun 2017 - TBC
HSBC Archives, Global Communications, 1/F Tower 3, HSBC Centre, 1 Sham Mong
Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong (Olympic MTR Station)
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door.
******
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Visit to the Kowloon Mosque
Written by Helen Tinsley
More than 30 RAS members and guests gathered at the mosque
entrance on Saturday morning, for a privileged visit to the largest and
most prominent of Hong Kong’s five mosques. This visit was kindly
arranged by RAS Activities Committee member, Ms Anna Kwong
and hosted by Mr Abu Bakar Ma Wing Cheong, who is Vice Principal
of the Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College in Chai Wan.
The first mosque on this site was built in 1896 by Muslim soldiers of
the Hong Kong British Army garrison and reflected the important role
played by South East Asians in the colonial Government of that time and subsequently. Just inside the
entrance is a 1902 stone which both records and commemorates this support. The present mosque was rebuilt
in 1984 and during five daily and Friday prayers can accommodate up to 3500 worshippers. The building
complex also acts as a Muslim social and learning centre.
We started our visit with a quick self-check that we were all dressed appropriately, having been alerted
beforehand, and then removed our shoes before entering. We were warmly welcomed by our host who
briefed us firstly about his own family history as an ethnic Chinese Muslim within a group of >30,000 here
with family trading roots going back centuries in China and then the history of the wider Muslim community
in Hong Kong. These now number well over 200,000, many of whom are from families of SE Asian and
colonial origin who were born in Hong Kong and have deep roots here, but overall Muslim community
numbers have been swelled in recent years with the presence in Hong Kong of a significant number of
Indonesians, who provide domestic support for Hong Kong families on a short-term basis.
With a short slide show, Mr Ma introduced us to some of Islam’s most
important beliefs and religious practices and its history in Hong Kong.
These beliefs and values pervade all aspects of life for Muslims – the
importance of prayer times, family life, learning, pilgrimage, halal
food and daytime fasting during the month of Ramadan. The violence
and terror associated overseas in the public mind with Islam has no
place in Hong Kong. We then wended our way upstairs to view the
inside of the magnificent dome which forms the heart of the building.
On the way we were privileged to pass through the Saturday morning
madrasa school session where youngsters of all ages were studying the Koran, seated together in a big class
room, but in separate groups for boys and girls. They all sat on the floor on wonderfully pattered carpets.
Inside the great dome is a huge open space for worshippers to gather and pray, kneeling on a patterned green
carpet. It was empty at the time we visited, except for a quiet watchman sitting at a small desk. Suspended
within the dome is a high gallery and a magnificent crystal chandelier. Walls and pillars are covered with
9
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white veined marble and light streams in from outside
windows through delicately fretted pale screens of varying
designs. One of the local imams and Mr Ma answered our
many questions with great patience, before we reassembled
downstairs once again for more questions to Mr Ma, many
about the Muslim religion but also about the mosque’ s history
and importance. In an effort to reach out to our local
community, the Islamic Centre runs regular 10 session
familiarisation courses about Islam, each year on Saturday
afternoons.
Finally, we thanked Mr Ma for his hospitality and courtesy in hosting our visit, before finding our shoes and
pausing on the steps for a group photo. At least 14 of us then headed off to a busy local restaurant in nearby
Cameron Road for a delicious halal lunch.
(Photos courtesy Helen Tinsley & Ivan Ho)

******

Islands & Villages in Rural Hong Kong: Southern District Officer Reports
Written by Peter Stuckey
John started his talk setting the scene in Hong Kong at about the time of his
arrival more than 50 years ago. Soon after he came, the Cultural revolution in
China was overflowing into Hong Kong with rival loudspeakers blaring stirring
revolutionary music and Cantonese opera from the Bank of China and the
Government Beaconsfield House each side of the HSBC Head Office where he
was trying to work in Central. Local people generally appreciated the efforts of
the police working in difficult conditions in restraining the rioters.
He had lived on the Peak and visits to the New Territories were a major
undertaking. He stressed how with far fewer roads penetrating into the NT, areas
that are now heavily populated were remote and accessible only by boat or a long
trek. For weekend recreation HSBC had two houses available for their senior staff on Lantau and provided
a car to facilitate transport on Lantau.
John commented that his book, “Southern District Officer Reports” was
one in the Royal Asiatic Society HK Studies Series, the publication of
which is sponsored by the Ride Fund. The RAS HK has transferred seed
money to the Fund and Lady Clague had generously made a matching
donation. Both Lindsay Ride and Douglas Clague had been in the British
Army Aid Group, as had one of the District Officers, Paul Tsui Ka
Cheung.

10

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong

2017

Recent Activities
While John was acting as a Trustee of the Fund he became aware of three sets of notes prepared quite
independently by District Officers Paul Tsui, Austin Coates, and James Hayes. These individuals had each
made notes for their own purposes and not originally intended for publication. Recognising the fascinating
insight the reports gave, John resolved to edit and combine them. Realising the primary interest of most
readers would be the descriptions of life on the islands and in the villages, John reordered the material putting
each author’s contribution on a location alongside the others and so rendering a fascinating commentary on
each of the locations. During his research he came across other District Officers’ reports, from Eric Hamilton,
Walter Schofield and S.H. Peploe and included these in the book.
DO’s were typically young Cadet Officers, what we now know as Administrative Officers. They tended to
be enthusiastic, not necessarily with a degree, and needed to be fairly tough and resourceful. Reports were
made on 60 village clusters – evidently quite a workload for the DO’s. Language skills would be limited and
often an interpreter accompanied them on their visits.
The Reports include matters of particular interest to each of the DO’s. The hometowns and livelihoods of
the villagers, the numbers of farmers, fishermen, schools and students, the size of farms and numbers and
type of cattle would often be included. The reports would include discussions with elders, and their concerns
and requests, reflecting trends such as migration in the 1950’s, health and welfare and the development of
religious retreats particularly on Cheung Chau. Small but intriguing details would feature, such as how
villagers would market their expensive long grain rice and buy cheaper rice to eat themselves.
Eric Hamilton had served in the Southern District from 1917 to 1923 and was followed by Walter Schofield.
S.H. Peploe had served from 1930. Paul Tsui served in the immediate post war period and was the first local
Chinese to be appointed a Cadet Officer. Coates served for 6 years from 1949 before going to work in
Malaya, and then retiring to HKG to write several well - received books.
James Hayes’ involvement covered the period 1957 to 1962 though he has
continued to write prolifically on rural Hong Kong. John acknowledged his
sources including the contributions from the DO’s, the PRO and files from the
“bottom of drawers”. His talk was well illustrated with some fine photos of the
early days supplied among others by Mr. Tim Ko.
John went on to answer many questions from the lively audience and kindly
joined a group for dinner afterwards at the Helena May where the discussion
could continue in a more relaxed format.

(Photos courtesy Michael Broom)
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Chinese Ceramics: Jade from Rao – The Passing of Artistic & Technical
Leadership from Imperial to Private Kilns in the Late Ming
Written by Helen Tinsley
We were privileged to hear Tony Miller, long standing member and
past President of the Hong Kong Oriental Ceramic Society (OCS),
share with us his detailed knowledge and understanding of Chinese
ceramic production in the kilns around Jingdezhen – their early
development and the concentration of expertise in the Ming
Dynasty, which led to the production of ceramics of such beauty
and elegance during an extraordinary period of innovation in
ceramic techniques, design and openness to foreign influence.
Today we still wonder at the skill of the craftsmen who produced
these wonderful pieces, examples of which are exhibited with pride by museums and collectors all over the
world.
Using contemporaneous quotations and references to illustrate his talk and guide our understanding, Tony
took us through the early fortuitous development of Jingdezhen as a centre for ceramics, with the local
availability of rich lodes of fine clay. We were shown examples of some exquisite white ceramics which
were produced in about 10th century by various small private potteries and kilns and were traded to Middle
East and from there to Europe. The importance of innovative technology to help enhance successful firing
and reduce wastage rates was also emphasized, as was the complexity of the series of tasks required to gather
and work the clay, fire the kilns and transport the finished products for tribute or export by river routes. The
whole process was noisy and dirty. With the introduction of cobalt, the development of blue and white
decoration for ceramics became increasingly appreciated.
With the coming of Ming, imperial policies began to standardise and
supervise ceramics production, with a consequent concentration and
mixing of skills and expertise around Jingdezhen kilns which increased
their production to support imperial economic and political objectives.
We learned how imperial policies and economics over time swung from
open to closed, private to imperial kiln production and back again.

Throughout the country, there was an increased awareness and appreciation of the ceramics being produced,
new models and techniques developed with experimentation, and five colour glazes introduced. Demand for
production in the imperial kilns to support both domestic use, local and overseas trade in later Ming was so
great that there was significant overflow to the private sector, with consequent transfer and mixing of
knowledge and skills, growth in export and spread of appreciation. Skilled craftsmen were much sought
after, as the emphasis shifted towards a market style economy. Chinese literati and collectors increasingly
developed an appreciation – with consequent fierce competition for prized pieces and ownership as status.
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Reproduction of admired pieces became important, as did later the development of exquisite reticulation
skills and delicate eggshell porcelain. As with new artistry and styles everywhere, they were not always
appreciated initially. There are echoes here for our modern collectors.
At the end of the Ming, when the kilns of Jingdezhen were overrun, the
Dutch developed an alternative source of supply from the nascent kilns
in southern Japan and were assisted in this by skilled potters fleeing the
confusion and chaos in China. In the late 17th century the kilns in
Jingdezhen reopened and over time, with trial and error, regained the
critical combination of skills and expertise to create once again ceramic
objects of desire.
For each of the key points made in this lecture, there was a beautiful picture to be seen, with examples drawn
from private and public ceramic collections all over the world. Those attending the lecture, including
knowledgeable OCS members, greatly appreciated the scholarship and care involved in preparing such a
gorgeously illustrated lecture for our enjoyment and education.
(Photos courtesy Helen Tinsley)

******

Guizhou Trip
Written by Bob Bunker
So often, with group tours, one never knows what sort of fellow travellers there will be,
and what the organisation will be like… Fortunately with RAS trips, one travels with
people with similar interests, and one has the excellent organisation of Peter Stuckey and
Rocky Dang.

Guizhou is a very poor province, yet with few signs of dire poverty. It had been left behind in China’s recent
surge, and the Government has decided to boost tourism in the area through fitting it into the China Rail
Highspeed (CRH) network and building new highways, and is upgrading the villages. This has been done
generally very tastefully and does not seem to have affected the local culture, which is pleasantly free from
many of the vicissitudes of tourism; also the locals really do walk around in their traditional costumes for
day-to-day life, and are not just dressing up for the tourists. The province does not fit on many tourist
itineraries, which is a shame, as it has many interesting spots and is a province of many contrasts – the
culture, the scenery, the history and the food.
Local tourism seems to be the main target market - in fact we never saw another foreign tourist, and we
RASHK were generally regarded as a quaint curiosity by the locals.
13
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For someone who remembers the bad old days of rail travel in China, the sheer scope of the CRH and its
infrastructure is stunning; particularly the size of the stations, and the speed and efficiency of the service.
This provides another contrast – this 21st century transport carries you into so much history and cultural
heritage.
The scenery ranges from the spiky limestone karst mountains to the vast fertile plains and the acreage of
cherry trees in full bloom at Gui An park; from the grandiose Huangguoshu waterfalls (China’s biggest) to
the flooded caves of the Longgong Dragon’s Palace.
Our first day saw us whisked on through the karst mountains around Guilin and on to
Congjiang, where an amazing new station has been built in the style of a Dong village,
and on to Zhaoxing, whose wooden houses and drum towers appeared magical in the
early evening.
On the matter of culture, in Ba Sha village we had a display of Miao traditions – the
playing of the multiple bamboo pipes known as Lusheng, the courtship and wedding
rituals, head-shaving and hunting, complete with guns. The head-shaving is (scarily)
done with a sickle, and accompanied by ceremonial gun-salutes.
The so-called “Drum towers” (most villages have several) are, like the villages themselves, built of wood
jointed and held with pegs. Even the modern repro is being done in the same style by the same craftsmen.
Originally these towers were used for signalling, warnings etc., but were also community centres and meeting
places. Generally, a bonfire was lit on the floor underneath. The fact that some have been burned down
repeatedly and rebuilt shows this is not always a good idea.
The other common architectural feature was the “wind and rain bridge”. These are
covered structures with benches down each side, and replica drum-towers on top. Also
serving as community centres and meeting places, these were often decorated with friezes
showing everyday life.
Congjiang itself has the largest of these drum towers, and a park with
1200 year old ficus trees. At the nearby Dong village of Gaozeng
we saw traditional basket weaving and also the production of the
indigo cloth by hammering the pile of the fabric with wooden mallets. We were also
introduced to the local buffalo champion with his metal-plated horns – buffalo fights
between villages are a long-standing tradition.

The other cultural aspect is their polyphonic unaccompanied singing – a music style given cultural heritage
status by UNESCO - and we were treated to several performances.
A contrast to all the wooden villages was the Buyi “stone village”– where roofs, lintels door frames etc. are
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all stone, and the houses have massive drums and drum-shaped stones in front of houses. Since this was
Ching Ming festival, huge woks were being heated for village feasts, and there was much grave cleaning and
many firecrackers, plus the white plastic streamers.
The local food is spicy and pungent with sour vinegar overtones, and we were treated to a wide variety, and
in a range of settings. We ate in home kitchens, in hotel banquet rooms, and even had lunch in the courtyard
of a Ming dynasty garrison town. Rocky’s meticulous preparations had arranged for excellent food to appear
every time - we also had a few picnics; most memorably in a cherry blossom “snowstorm” under the trees in
the Ping Ba Farm between Anshun and Guiyang.
Accommodations were all excellent, ranging from a pleasant little wooden hotel in Zhaoxing, to a Hilton
hotel in Anshun, and a most amazing boutique hotel in the Ming Dynasty town of Qingyan, converted from
the home of Zhao Yijiang, a local scholar who had done well in the Imperial exams and made his fortune.
Concerning the scenery, the Huangguoshu waterfall – China’s largest, and
rated “5A” as a tourist attraction, is a really beautiful woodland area, with
many interesting birds, flowers and trees. Interestingly, there had been a
thriving township nearby, but the government felt it obscured the beauty of
the waterfall, so they razed the town in 2008, with only its Catholic church
left standing. And the spectacular waterfall cave, where we could actually
walk in behind the falls. We also saw the huge memorial commemorating the
WW2 Burma Road, which had in fact extended into Guizhou, and so-called
“rhino-pool”, which had once had prehistoric rhinos wallowing in it.
We were fortunate that the cherry orchards at Ping Ba were in full bloom, and were incredibly beautiful, with
the blossom falling like a blizzard as we walked around under the trees.
The Dragon Palace cave at Longgong is the largest cave system in China, and the “dragon” character has
been planted in the crops in a nearby field – a “crop circle” with Chinese characteristics. And we took boat
trips in the flooded caves, with floodlit stalactites. The Clamshell cliff, with the swallows for birds nest soup.
The bus to another cave, with a Buddha, and then on to another of Rocky’s famous finds of a private
restaurant for supper.
Just a short drive away, was Yun Fung Tun Pu scenic spot – this was Han culture; 600 years ago, as they
moved south, the Ming dynasty was based here. Climbing to the nearby mountain showed this to be an
excellent spot between hills for a fortified township which could control the plain below. An amazing town,
which could have been the setting for a Ming costume drama… and a few km further was the Tian Long
ancient city a staging post on the southward trail for the Ming, and was the only access to the South Yangtse
in Yunnan.
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We ended our trip in Qingyan a stone walled Ming era town built in the 14th C founded
following a rebellion by Miao. This has been extensively renovated, generally quite
tastefully, with the city walls, gates etc. still there. This too has been rated “5A” as a
tourist attraction. The town is a warren of alleyways, but slightly spoilt by the street of
tourist shops selling trinkets, although the huge shopfront displays of the local specialty
pigs’ trotters gave an authentic aroma. Interestingly, Zhou Enlai’s father had lived here,
and his house is now an attraction.

An excellent and fascinating trip into a most interesting area, and full marks to RASHK and to Peter Stuckey
and Rocky Dang for all their planning and organisation.

(Photos courtesy Michael Broom & Rocky Dang)

******
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Visit to the Pokfulam Village
Written by Helen Tinsley
This visit was kindly arranged by our RAS Activities Committee
member, Ms Anna Kwong, and hosted by Father Louis Ha, Catholic
Diocesan Archivist and Scholar, along with social worker Benjamin Sin
who is the project lead of the Caritas Pokfulam Community
Development Project. Caritas has had a presence in the village since
early 1990’s. The aims of this project have been to revitalize the village
community through sharing its heritage value with the public,
strengthening its sustainability and advocating protection under Hong
Kong’s conservation laws. The village is now recently included as a cultural heritage site under the World
Monument Watch list.
Pokfulam Road is well known to Hong Kong residents and RAS
members, but most of the 2 dozen members who assembled for our
visit had not previously had a chance to visit this little village --wedged between Pokfulam Reservoir (one of Hong Kong’s earliest)
and high rise residential development Chi Fu Fa Yuen (developed in
late 1970s) --- with its winding pathways and self-built houses, and
to understand its importance as part of Hong Kong’s heritage. In fact
the village’s recorded history goes back to 1730, initially as a small
agricultural community and one of Hong Kong’s few indigenous
villages with about 50 residents, when the British arrived in mid 19thcentury. French missionaries built their
sanatorium Bethanie, nearby in 1875. The village then grew to become an important and thriving support
community for the nearby Dairy Farm when it was set up in late 19th century to provide fresh and safe milk
for Hong Kong’s growing community, until the service was closed down in the early 1980’s. Post war, many
migrants from the Mainland built their own homes on land which had once been village vegetable fields.
Some of the buildings are squatter settlements on government land but many of the buildings are stone built
on privately owned land with land titles going back to the 19th century land. Growth has been organic --to a
present number of about 3000 residents, but there remains a strong sense of community. Today, the village
has water supplies, fire services and electricity, but is now lobbying hard for proper sewage drainage.
Our visit started with a briefing by Father Ha and Benjamin Sin on
the opposite side of Pokfulam Road, past the entrance to the
Vocational Training Centre, at the area close to the back entrance of
Bethanie and some of the remaining and preserved buildings of the
old Dairy Farm ----so that we would understand their importance
and relevance to the village’s history and development. Our group
then crossed busy Pokfulam Road and started our tour by admiring
the little bamboo temple at street level, home for the village’s
famous fire dragon which spectacularly tours the village every year
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at Mid- Autumn festival. We were not the only visitors that day—our paths crossed several times with a
group of students from HKU’s Social Sciences Faculty.
We descended down steps into the village, past a tiny wet market and
along small winding pedestrian paths to see some of the special sites
within the village – their background and history ably explained to us
by Benjamin. One of our party vividly remembered when she was a
child being brought to play in the village, where her grandmother
lived. We passed one of the local village shrines with its fresh
offerings, admired the colourful street art murals and visited the little
Li Ling Pagoda, with its history mounted on a mosaic wall plaque
close by. The village facebook page is well advertised along the little
winding pathways and steps, where it is easy for a stranger to get lost. It was clear why our hosts had
suggested that we limit the number in our visiting group. We paid our respects to the Caritas staff in their
small stone building, where they do much to support the local residents, taking time for a group photo before
exploring the inside of a village house where the father of one of our local property tycoons was born and
raised. We finished our tour at the small urban farm and community open areas where residents can grow
vegetables and gather for village community events.
Here we had the chance to thank our hosts for their kind and generous hospitality
and wish them well for the future, before many of us walked up the hill to Chi
Fu Fa Yuen and enjoyed a congenial dim sum lunch, with the opportunity to ask
even more questions from Father Ha’s deep and expert knowledge of local Hong
Kong history.

(Photos courtesy Helen Tinsley)

******
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Collecting China - Reminiscences of a Hong Kong Art Addict
Written by Juan J. Morales
Brian McElney has left a mark on Hong Kong, by excelling in his
profession as a lawyer and, less known, by having contributed to the
institutional and legal foundations of its economic development.
But it’s as a scholar and collector of Chinese art and antiquities that
his achievements have transcended boundaries. His wide-ranging
collection, reflecting a learned and refined taste, is justly regarded as
representative of the best of Chinese material culture. His writings
have broken new ground and advanced knowledge regarding the
origin and dating of artworks. He has donated generously to museums in Hong Kong and elsewhere. And in
the early 1990s he founded The Museum of East Asian Art in Bath, the only museum in the U.K. devoted
exclusively to Oriental art.
On a visit to Hong Kong, Brian talked about his latest publication, Collecting China: The Memoirs of a Hong
Kong Art Addict, to an appreciative audience of about 30 members, friends and admirers. He reminisced
about his life with wry humour, summing up: “What I really liked was to find gems of Asian art.”
Brian was born in Hong Kong in 1932 to a British family of doctors, including his mother and maternal
grandmother. At only 15 months old he lost his mother, but always felt the strong bonds of his extended
family. He went to school in England, and it was while at Marlborough that an encouraging schoolmaster
instilled in him an appreciation of art.
When in the late 1950s he came to Hong Kong to join Johnson Stokes &
Master as a solicitor, his fascination turned towards Far Eastern art. Brian
collected from all over the world, but it was mostly in Hong Kong that he
indulged his passion. Every Saturday afternoon - after working in the
morning - he would scour Hollywood Road and Cat Street for treasures.
There, side by side, were world-class dealers, who shared their knowledge
with him, and knick-knack stalls that offered the chance of unpredictable
discoveries.
For his RAS presentation, Brian selected a few pieces that bore special
significance for him. A gilt brass Buddha was his first purchase, dating from
the 17th century and with the base still sealed, something extremely rare. He
found it in 1955, in London, and it cost twenty-six pounds, more than half his monthly allowance. He
demonstrated a prodigious memory for the circumstances of each acquisition and its price. He never
bargained; either the price was right or he would walk away.
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In a street market in Bangkok he spotted a blue and white bowl covered in mud. After cleaning, its beauty
became apparent. Glimpses of a landscape decoration led him to believe the bowl belonged to the
Transitional period (1620-83), which turned out to be correct. It has
been exhibited many times since. His finely carved jades such as a
recumbent Bactrian camel of the early Tang or Sui dynasty, and a fattailed sheep typical of the Northern Song, have helped to establish the
chronology of jades. A bizarre bamboo carving of three frogs graces
the cover of his memoirs; crafted by an artist disciple of a reputable
lineage of bamboo carvers, it is exceptional in that it can be dated
precisely to 1623.
Brian described himself as “a passionate collector, just interested in the art, not in financial gain.” He also
spoke of the ups and downs of Hong Kong, where “everything has changed other than the tram”. All in all,
his experiences and his artworks reflect an extraordinary life.
(Photos courtesy Helen Tinsley)

******
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St John’s Cathedral Shop
Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for copies
of RAS journals Vols. 52 – 56 and the book ‘Hong Kong Going, Gone’ to be
sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support this
facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the
Bookshop. Their email address is: <bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk>

*****

2017 Membership Renewal
Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1st January, 2017. If you currently pay by cheque and would
prefer the convenience of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit
Authorisation form on <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>. Those of you who pay by Standing
Order are requested to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount.

Annual
Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional

HK$750

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family

HK$1,100

Hong Kong Resident – Student*

HK$50

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID.
Life
Life – Single

HK$10,500

Life – Joint

HK$15,400

Overseas
Overseas - Annual

HK$450

Overseas - Life

HK$6,300
******

21

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong

2017

Publications
PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM
Journals
Vols. 1 – 51
Vols. 52 – 56

Price HK$
$50.00 each
$200.00 each

Books
Hong Kong Going and Gone
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street

$120.00
$300.00

P&P
within HK
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street
$55.00
Full set of Journals
$260.00
All other volumes (per volume)
$25.00
TOTAL

Qty
___
___

Order
_____
_____

___
___

_____
_____

Overseas (surface/registered)
$130.00
_____
price on request
_____
$65.00
_____
HK$ _________

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to RASHKB, GPO Box 3864,
Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange rates of US$1=HK$8 / GBP1=HK$11, but please also
add US$15/ GBO10.50 per cheque to cover bank charges incurred in clearing your cheque.
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM
ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES
Title
Ancestral Images
Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore
Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback)
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback)
Early China Coast Meteorology
East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback)
East River Column (paperback)
East River Column (Chinese edition)
Escape from Hong Kong (hardback)
Escape from Hong Kong (paperback)
Forgotten Souls
For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors
Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office
Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback)
The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II
Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations
Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor
Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954
Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945
Scottish Mandarin
Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback)
Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback)
Southern District Officer Reports
Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback)
Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin (Robert Hart) (paperback) **Note 1
Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin (Robert Hart) (paperback) (Chinese edition) **Note 1
**Note 1. Available at branches of Joint Publishing, Commercial Press and other major
Bookshops in Hong Kong
All other books listed can be ordered through the HKU Press website
http://www.hkupress.org (under “Book Series” then “Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong
Studies Series”)
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HK$
260.00
260.00
260.00
190.00
120.00
220.00
190.00
140.00
110.00
220.00
150.00
320.00
195.00
220.00
130.00
240.00
210.00
190.00
190.00
190.00
220.00
190.00
150.00
210.00
150.00
168.00
128.00
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COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS
Position

Name

Phone

Fax

E-mail

President

Mr Michael Broom

2719 4974

2719 4958

president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

Vice-President

Dr Gillian Bickley

2259 3456

2688 0546

g.bickley@proversepublishing.com

Vice-President

Dr Helen Tinsley

9034 2241

fulttins@netvigator.com

Immediate Past
President

Mr Christopher Young

6388 5155

clbyoung@gmail.com

Past President

Mr Robert Nield

2540 0722

2335 5470

hiflyer@netvigator.com

Past President

Dr Patrick Hase

2658 6529

2658 5400

phhase@hku.hk

Hon. Secretary

Mr David McKellar

2843 2493

2103 5996

mckellar@graduate.hku.hk

Hon. Treasurer

Ms Connie Carmichael

2994 2488

Hon. Librarian

Ms Edith Chan

2241 5624

Hon. Editor

Dr Stephen Davies

3917 5034

stephen.davies79@gmail.com

Hon. Activities
Coordinator

Dr Helen Tinsley

9034 2241

fulttins@netvigator.com

Hon. Archivist

Mrs Anna McCormick

9684 1066

Council Member

Ms Davina Lee

9196 5934

Council Member

Ms Moody Tang

2813 2322

Council Member

Mr Donald Gasper

2858 6601

treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
2857 2048

2859 2115

librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

annamcc@hku.hk
dioramaprojects@gmail.com

2813 8033

website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT
Position

Name

Phone

E-mail

Administrator

Ms Ivy Ho

6590 7523

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

(Part-time)
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