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President’s Message
I hope everybody enjoyed a good summer and that you have been able to
participate in some of the Society’s events which started in September. All
members should have received their copy of Vol 57 of the RAS Journal, which
was published in September. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking
our Hon Editor, Dr Stephen Davies and all members of the Editorial Board for
their time and effort in producing another very interesting journal. Judging from
several comments, made by members, Volume 57 has been very well received
and enjoyed. The Editorial Board would certainly welcome more member’s
comments on the journal and some of the articles in this volume will be the
subject of talks in the coming months. So far only five copies of the journal
have been returned, which is less than in previous years. Once again, I do ask
members to ensure that any change of your address is reported to the Administrator so that the database can
be updated. Sales of the RAS Journal are a welcome addition to the Society’s income. Copies are available
from the RASHK office by post or from St John’s Cathedral bookshop. Currently issues ranging from Vol
55 -57 are on sale at the bookshop. In addition to the Journal several titles under the ‘Royal Asiatic Society
Hong Kong Study Series’ can also be bought at the Cathedral bookshop. Recently I attended an informal
gathering at the Irish Consulate General and presented the Consul General, Mr. Peter Ryan with a copy of
Vol 57. Members who have read this volume will know there is a particularly interesting article by Brian
Edgar entitled ‘Steering Neutral – The Un-interned Irish Community in Hong Kong’. The article dealt with
the plight of Irish neutrals living in occupied Hong Kong during the Second World War. This was an
opportunity to make available copies of the edition and several copies were sold at the breakfast gathering.
If members have any suggestions regarding the marketing of our RASHK publications, please make your
suggestions known.
Our post summer programme got underway in September with a talk on the ‘Yu Lan’ or Hungry Ghost
festival, which was given by Sylvia Fok-Midgett. The talk was given in Café 8 at the Hong Kong Maritime
Museum in Central, which is a new venue for the Society’s events. Following the talk members drove to
Moreton Terrace to see the festival taking place. Shanghai based writer, Lynn Pan made a welcome return
to Hong Kong in September and spoke to a large audience on the subject of her book ‘When True Love
Came to China’. Over dinner Lynn also updated members about the RAS in China, Shanghai Branch which
continues to be very active. Another local visit took place on a hot Saturday afternoon in Mui Wo on Lantau
Island. This was an unusual event and I would be interested to hear from members, especially those who
participated, what they thought about it. The theme of the visit concerned a talk on the flora and trees which
grow in this area and an introduction to Mui Wo and its cluster of villages. We were fortunate to have as our
hosts and speakers long time Lantau residents Bob and Sally Bunker. Sally, a botanical artist, has spent the
last five years working on a book entitled ‘Portraits of Trees in Hong Kong and Southern China’, which it
is hoped will be published next year. Bob complemented Sally’s botanical introduction with a general
background talk on Mui Wo and its historical development. The afternoon started with lunch at the Stoep at
High Tide Restaurant following which Sally and Bob gave short introductions on their chosen subjects. The
group of twenty-eight then undertook a walk around Mui Wo before heading back to the Bunker’s hill-top
home overlooking the bay. This was a very full afternoon and I would like to thank Bob and Sally for their
hospitality in providing tea in their home at the conclusion of the afternoon’s event. I would also like to thank
Kim Chai for her detailed review, notwithstanding her departure overseas shortly after the event. If other
members have a specific location in mind which would be worth visiting, please do make your suggestion
known.,
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President’s Message
Travel will continue to be a theme in November and the Society will undertake its second overseas trip of
the year, this time to North Vietnam. The group will be led by Rocky Dang and Peter Stuckey. Having been
on the wonderful trip to Guizhou in the Spring I do wish I was going with you. I would like to wish all
members of this group a safe and interesting journey and look forward to hearing about the trip when you
get back. I would also like to mention that we have had several overseas resident members in town recently.
They include Colin and Jenny Day, Colin is the Associate Editor of the Journal and Jenny was at one time
our Administrator. Kirsty Norman is in Hong Kong again, doing research for her book and I hope we shall
see her during her stay. Not so fortunate, I regret to say, was Mary Painter, who like Jenny Day was a former
Administrator. Mary and husband Alan together with daughter Briony were due to visit Hong Kong at this
time. Unfortunately, Mary had a fall and injured herself. On a brighter note Mary has written to say she is
recovering and plans to reschedule the trip, hopefully in the spring next year, are being made. I am sure all
members will wish Mary a full and speedy recovery.
This is the sixth and last newsletter for 2017. Before I close can I please ask every member to make a special
effort to check that membership subscriptions are in order and if possible please let the Hon Treasurer have
a bank direct debit authorization? This will assist the Society and reduce unnecessary administration.
Secondly there has been some improvement in our membership and this needs to be everybody’s priority in
the coming year. Please do think about introducing your friends to the RAS and encouraging them to join.
Lastly please make a note that next year’s Annual General Meeting will take place on Wednesday 25 April
2018. Further details will be circulated later. The Society needs new members to serve on Council and the
Activities Committee. I therefore appeal to all members who have time and are interested in the Society’s
future to step forward now.
Michael Broom
President

Remembering the Fallen
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Future Activities
LECTURE

Policing Hong Kong - an Irish History

The Aftermath of the Gresson Street Affray 1918 (Photo courtesy: Patricia O’Sullivan)

Under-resourced, under-supervised and ill-prepared, the three constables at the squalid Police Station on
Cheung Chau stood no chance against the ruthless pirate gang in 1912. Five more policemen lost their lives
in a bloodbath in Wanchai that might have been averted by better coordination and information. But travel
forward just a little and the outcome at the hold-up in Canton Road is very different.
These three incidents, spread over eleven years in the early part of the last century, were some of the most
significant events for the Hong Kong Police Force at the time. They also portray the journey of a force
coming to terms with the new world of the early twentieth century, changing attitudes as much as developing
resources.
Using material from her research for Policing Hong Kong - an Irish History and beyond (policemen in all
three events had Newmarket, Co. Cork connections) Patricia O’Sullivan will revisit the (in)famous crime
scenes and sketch some of the consequences and outcomes for Hong Kong’s police.
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Future Activities
The Speaker
Patricia O’Sullivan has come to Hong Kong frequently since October 2009, when
she first came over to discover what had happened to her great-uncle, Mortimor
O’Sullivan, of Newmarket, Co. Cork, in the Gresson Street Affray of 1918. Since
then her researches have uncovered the lives and careers of almost of score of
Newmarketeers in the Hong Kong Police Force and Civil Service. Gradually
piecing all this together, Policing Hong Kong - an Irish History was published by
Blacksmith Books in April of this year, and launched at the Consulate of Ireland
Árd Chonsalacht na hÉireann by invitation of Consul General Mr. Peter Ryan.
Since completion Patricia O’Sullivan has been researching, amongst other things, criminal women in prewar Hong Kong and the Irish diaspora in the Colonial Service. Her career as a music teacher has now been
laid to one side in order to spend more time on Hong Kong’s fascinating history.
Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:

Booking:

Patricia O’Sullivan
Thursday, 9 November 2017
Reception opens 6:15 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm
Café 8, Roof Level, Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Central Ferry Pier No. 8, Central
RAS Members $150; Non-Members / Guests $200
Welcome drinks/ light meal/ snacks at Café 8 are included
(please let us know on booking of any special diet needs)
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at reception.

******
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Future Activities
LECTURE

Generation Hong Kong: Seeking Identity in China's Shadow

Hong Kong has been shaken by unprecedented political and social tensions over the last few years, setting
up a showdown between Beijing and an increasingly outspoken and defiant group of young Hong Kongers.
Ben Bland's new book investigates the roots of these tensions through the lens of generational change and
the search for identity. Feeling little connection to either mainland China or the British legacy, this cohort of
young Hong Kongers - which Ben has dubbed Generation HK - are forging a Hong Kong identity of their
own. This nascent identity is both threatened and reinforced by the deepening clashes with Beijing.
The Speaker
Ben Bland is the South China correspondent for the Financial Times and
the author of Generation HK: Seeking Identity in China's Shadow, which
was published by Penguin on July 1, 2017. He was previously the FT
correspondent in Indonesia and Vietnam and has reported across Asia over
the last nine years. Ben studied History at the University of Cambridge and
completed a Masters in Southeast Asian Studies at the School of Oriental
and African Studies at the University of London.
Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Ben Bland
Wednesday, 15 November 2017
Reception opens 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm
Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door.

******
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Future Activities
OVERSEAS VISIT

Trip to North Vietnam

Our next RAS Overseas Trip is to some of the northern parts of Vietnam. We will visit briefly the Nation’s
capital of Hanoi, but the main themes of the trip will be the natural and scenic splendours of the region. We
shall see rural life with the hill tribes, based upon Sapa, and its glorious emerald rice paddy terraces. From
there, we shall visit the highest peak in Indochina, Fansipan, and ride a cable car part way up the mountain.
We shall visit limestone karst cliffs and caves such as those at the Trang An scenic landscape complex, so
special it was recognised by UNESCO as a world heritage site.
We shall visit old pagodas and temples including those at Bich Dong, with fine Vietnamese architecture. We
shall have a good chance to see the rare black and white Delacours Langur monkeys and flocks of birds as
we gently glide along calm waters on traditional reed boats. In the area, there is a profusion of Catholic
churches and we shall explore one of them, the Phat Diem stone Cathedral, built in 1892, with its eclectic
mix of Vietnamese and western architecture and which featured in Graham Greene’s “The Quiet American”.
We shall sample the local food delights and stay at reasonably comfortable hotels.
The full program is for 6 days and five nights including one night on a comfortable train. However, the
itinerary is designed to be flexible, enabling those who may be too busy to join the whole six days to join, or
leave, part way through (on Sunday 19th when the tour passes through Hanoi). You can join for 3 days/ 2
nights for the Ninh Binh Province element of the tour or likewise the 4 days/3 nights for the Sapa element.
There is also an option to stay behind in Hanoi after the main tour is complete. If there is sufficient interest,
we can provide a program for this, or include a visit on to Ha Long Bay. Please let us know your interest so
we can make plans accordingly.
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Outline Itinerary (subject to refinement):
RAS HK Tour to Northern Vietnam 17 Nov to 22 Nov 2017 - (6 days/5 nights)
Fri, 17 Nov Hanoi morning flight, transfer to Ninh Binh, to Van Long, raft ride for sunset viewing of birds
returning and a good chance to see langurs. Overnight at local lodge in Ninh Binh.
Sat, 18 Nov Visit Trang An (boat ride). Local lunch. Bich Dong temple. Drive to Phat Diem stone
cathedral. Overnight at same hotel in Ninh Binh.
Sun, 19 Nov Drive to Hanoi, visit Old Quarter, Hoan Kiem Lake, and some sites in Hanoi. Overnight train
to Lao Cai and Sapa.
Mon, 20 Nov Arrive Lao Cai transfer to bus to Sapa. Exploring Sapa, and walking to view countryside.
Overnight in Hotel in Sapa.
Tue, 21 Nov Drive to cable car for Fansipan. Explore Sapa market. Overnight in same hotel in Sapa.
Wed 22 Nov To Lao Cai, for drive back to Hanoi, about 5 hours. Evening flight to HKG, or possibility to
stay behind in Hanoi to extend visit, subject to confirmation at the time of booking.

Booking deadline: 9 Oct 2017
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Notes:
❖ This tour will involve some long hours travelling and some small uphill walking. Participants will be
able to choose to minimise the walking by enjoying the hotel and local sightseeing and local
delicacies.
❖ 4 nights at comfortable hotels and 1 night on a reasonably comfortable train.
❖ It is possible to stay behind in Hanoi if notification is given at the time of registration.
❖ It is possible for those too busy to join the whole tour of 6 days /5 nights, to join a 4 days/3 nights
trip to Sapa without going to Ninh Binh Province or a 3 days /2 nights tour to Ninh Binh Province,
without going to Sapa.
Estimated cost: Option 1: the full 6 days/5 nights: HK$15,800 per pax. Single supplement HK$3,200 (single
occupancy is not available for the overnight on the train).
For first 3 days/2 nights only: (17 Nov – 19 Nov - Ninh Binh Province): HK$ 7,500. Single Sup. HK$1,200
For final 4 days/3 nights only: (19 Nov – 22 Nov - Sapa): HK$9,300. Single Sup. HK$2,000.
Tour price includes flights, accommodation, meals, entrance fees, transport, basic tips.
Tour price does not include for visa, travel insurance or beverages.
A Non-Member’s surcharge applies.

Please contact Peter Stuckey or Rocky Dang for details.
Peter Stuckey:
Rocky Dang:

<peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk>
<rockydang@yahoo.com>

******
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Future Activities
LECTURE

The Lisbon Maru Incident: The Perspective from Zhoushan

The talk will touch on the role of The Middlesex Regiment, describe the birth of The Lisbon Maru
Association of Hong Kong and their researches into the fishermen of Zhoushan who rescued hundreds of
British prisoners of war from the sinking ship in 1942, and the Association’s publication of a Chinese book
giving new insights into the incident and its aftermath. The book contains details of how three prisoners of
war were hidden in a cave and smuggled to the mainland with the help of Chinese guerilla units, travelling
across China to the wartime capital of Chongqing, and also has previously unpublished Chinese official
documents.
The speaker will describe his personal interest in this tragic and heroic story and his motivation in translating
the Chinese publication into English.
The Speaker
Brian Finch was commissioned into The Middlesex Regiment in 1960 and served
with one of the survivors of the Lisbon Maru disaster. Later he studied Chinese, spent
many years in Hong Kong and now works closely with The Lisbon Maru Association
of Hong Kong to help keep alive the memory of the Incident and the extraordinary
courage shown by the Zhoushan fishermen. His translation of the Chinese book, A
Faithful Record of the “Lisbon Maru” Incident, will be published in the Royal Asiatic
Society Hong Kong Studies Series by Proverse Hong Kong on Thursday 16
November in the Proverse Publishing Parade.
Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Major (Ret’d) Brian Finch, MCIL
Friday, 24 November 2017
Reception opens 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm
Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels
RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place and pay at the door.
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Future Activities
LOCAL VISIT

North Korea’s Public Face: Twentieth-century Propaganda Posters
from the Zellweger Collection

The University Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Hong Kong, is presenting an exhibition ‘North
Korea’s Public Face: Twentieth-century Propaganda Posters from the Zellweger Collection’ from November
29, 2017 to January 28, 2018. Organised in collaboration with North Korea scholar and Stanford Fellow
Katharina Zellweger, this will be the first display of such material in Hong Kong. The exhibition is also
supported by the North Korean and Swiss Consulates.
Stylistically influenced by communist brutalist propaganda and ideologically informed by the core work on
North Korean art - Kim Jong Il’s 1992 publication Treatise on Art (Misullon) - all of these statecommissioned posters promote ‘correct’ forms of socialist realism, thereby documenting the socio-political
and economic policies communicated from the Leader to the North Korean people. In so doing, daily
activities are aligned with political beliefs; for example, the metaphorical configuration of rice farming with
the cultivation of socialism.
Beyond their overtly ideological character, the posters confer messages related to practical agricultural,
industrial and social developments, while portraying a distinctly human picture of the varied urban and rural
communities. Altogether, the imagery displayed offers insights into a country that few have visited and from
which first-hand information remains sporadic and inconsistent at best.
RAS has arranged a visit and tour of the exhibition with Kathi Zellweger - for RAS members and their guests
Thanks to Katharina Zellweger for her generous support.
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Future Activities
The Speaker
Katharina Zellweger is a long-term resident of Hong Kong, where she is now
managing KorAid Limited. She recently established this NGO to focus on children
in institutions and people with disabilities in North Korea and in China with a view
to later engage in other projects.
At the same time, she is a Visiting Fellow at the Center for International Security
and Cooperation at Stanford University in California. Prior to that she was the
Pantech Fellow in Korean Studies at the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific
Research Center, in residence at Stanford University from November 2011 to August
2013. Most recently at Stanford she gave a course entitled “An Insight into North
Korea Society” for graduate and undergraduate students. She is a frequent presenter
on the topic of the situation of the North Korean people, to audiences in the U.S. and
abroad. Zellweger has also made significant contributions in this field through her participation in
workshops, seminars and conferences about humanitarian, as well as security, issues on the Korean
peninsula, more specifically regarding North Korea.
Zellweger is a senior aid manager with over 30 years of field experience in Hong Kong, China and North
Korea. She was based in Pyongyang for five years (2006-2011) as North Korea country director for the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), an office of the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
focus of her work was on sustainable agricultural production in order to address food security issues, income
generation to improve people’s livelihoods, and capacity development contributing to individual and
institutional learning.
Before joining SDC, Zellweger worked from 1978 to 2006 for the Catholic Agency Caritas in Hong Kong
in a senior post; she played a key role in pioneering Caritas involvement initiatives in China and in North
Korea.
Zellweger received the Bishop Tji Hak-soon Justice and Peace Award in 2005 from a South Korean
foundation established to promote social justice, and in 2006 the Dame of St. Gregory the Great from the
Vatican for her work in North Korea.
Upon the invitation of The Korea Society of New York she organized a (still on-going) travelling exhibition
of her collection of North Korean socialist posters. At the same time, she accompanies from time to time
tourist groups to North and South Korea, most recently for the Tages-Anzeiger, Switzerland’s largest
newspaper.
Zellweger has a Master’s in International Administration, School for International Training in Brattleboro,
Vermont. Contact email: <kzellweger03@gmail.com>
Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Assembly Time:
Start Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Katharina Zellweger
Saturday, 2 December 2017
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
University Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Hong Kong, 90 Bonham
Road, Pokfulam, Hong Kong
Free of charge
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve
your place, since numbers will be capped for the visit.

******
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Future Activities
LOCAL VISIT

Guided WW2 Battlefield Walk- Wong Nei Chung Gap

British Military Pillbox (Photo courtesy Philip Cracknell)

We will start by visiting a 3.7-inch howitzer battery on what was Stanley Gap Road, now Tai Tam Reservoir
Road, and we will go inside one of the battery buildings. We will then visit the Stanley Gap area and see the
remains of the mess hut where prisoners captured during the fighting in this area were kept in black-hole
conditions. We will see the QMS Stores shelter where surrendered prisoners were beaten and killed. We will
see the remains of the 3.7-inch AA Battery and then proceed to the two pillboxes on the western slopes of
Jardine’s Lookout (PB 1 and 2). We will then look at a Japanese defence tunnel before descending the hillside
to Sir Cecil’s Ride. We will finish at WNC Gap where we will see the remains of West Brigade HQ including
Brigadier Lawson’s bunker. Our final stop is PB 3 at Black’s Link, which we can go inside, it is one of the
better preserved PBs on the Island, complete with Vickers machine gun mounting and swivels.
We will be exploring the battlefields around Stanley Gap, Jardine’s Lookout and Wong Nei Chung (WNC)
Gap and the fighting that took place on Friday 19th December 1941, the day after the Japanese landings took
place on HK Island. This was the critical battle. Your guide will explain what happened at each location,
provide context with an overview of the Battle for Hong Kong and will answer any questions about the battle
and WW2 in Hong Kong.
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The Speaker
Your guide for the walk is Philip Cracknell, a former banker who first came to
Hong Kong in 1985. He retired from banking in 2013 to follow his interest in
researching WW2 history in Hong Kong. He is author of the blog
www.battleforhongkong.blogspot.hk. He has conducted guided tours for Hong
Kong Club, Aberdeen Marina Club, schools, charities and veterans. Some of his
research is carried out on the battlefields using a metal detector to better
understand where fighting occurred and who was where on the battlefield. He
has been active in campaigning to preserve war structures and historic sites in
Hong Kong.
Programme
Guide:
Date:
Start Time:
Start Point:
End Time:
End Point:
Admission:
Booking:

Philip Cracknell
Saturday, 9 December 2017
9:00 a.m.
Barrier to Tai Tam Country Park (near entrance drive to Parkview)
12:30 p.m.
Bottom of Black’s Link (with easy access to buses & taxis)
RAS Members $100; Non-Members/ Guests $150
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve
your place and pay on the day. Suitable clothing, footwear and a moderate level
of fitness are advised.

******
LOCAL VISIT

The Centenary Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir
– The Dam and the People

Tai Tam Harbor and Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir Dam (Photo courtesy: Dr. S. W. Poon)
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Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir is the last but the largest of the four impounding reservoirs of Tai Tam Waterworks
Scheme built between 1883 and 1918. Tai Tam Harbour is situated at the estuary of Tai Tam Tuk on the
south-east of the Hong Kong Island.
There are newly identified pieces of evidence which provide the missing link of the Dam construction. The
remains of To Tei Wan quarry which used to supply the granite for the construction and of the pier at Tai
Tam harbour are just a significant few.
In connection with the Tai Tam Tuk reservoir construction, people involved are categorized into the
following five groups:
•
•
•
•
•

The descendants of original villagers of the submerged Tai Tam Tuk Village.
The fishermen with their boats anchored at Tai Tam Harbour, whose connections with Tai Tam Tuk
villagers have been briefly mentioned by James Hayes.
The Engineer and Overseers during the design and construction of the Dam. Daniel Joseph Jaffe was
the Engineer-in-charge and was instrumental in finalization of the Dam location.
Hundreds of workers and quarry workers during construction of the Dam.
Current residents in Tai Tam Harbour.

The Dam was completed in October 1917 and was officially celebrated in February 1918. Year 2017, which
marks the centenary of the Dam, is hence deemed as high time to unveil and analyse an interdisciplinary
array of evidence of the history of the Reservoir construction.

The Speaker
Dr. S.W. Poon is a chartered structural engineer and currently he is an Adjunct
Professor of The University of Hong Kong. In recent years his research interest
extends to the construction history in Hong Kong and heritage lighthouses in Hong
Kong.

Programme
Speaker:
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Admission:
Booking:

Dr SW Poon
Wednesday, 13 December 2017
Reception opens 6:30 p.m. Talk 7-8pm
Room 526, 5/F, Knowles Building, The University of Hong Kong,
Pokfulam, Hong Kong
No charge for RAS members and guests
Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your
place.

******
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Longevity and Virtues:
Birthday Celebrations of the Qing Emperors and Empress Dowagers
Written by Dr. Helen Tinsley
Following the impact of a strong typhoon on Hong Kong earlier in the
week, with possibly another on its way, our group of about 20 RAS
members and guests gathered on a hot and sunny Saturday morning for a
special one-and-a-half hour tour of this exhibition. We were led by the
Museum’s well-informed volunteer guide. In fact, this exhibition has
been one of the highlights of Hong Kong’s programmes launched to
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the HKSAR’s establishment in 1997.
210 sets of precious exhibits were loaned by the Palace Museum in
Beijing to showcase the rituals and events surrounding grand birthday
celebrations of Qing dynasty emperors and empress dowagers. The
celebrations surrounding Emperor’s Kangxi’s sixtieth birthday set a
precedent for magnificent future events such as those for Emperor
Qianlong’s mother Empress Dowager Chongqing, emperor Qianlong
himself, Emperor Jiaqing and Empress Dowager Cixi. The importance of
longevity was recognized as a testament to virtue and effective rule.
Many Han traditions for celebrating birthdays were inherited by the Qing court. During the celebrations, all
princes and their children, peers, ministers and foreign envoys would present birthday gift, special banners/
poems and tributes. The imperial celebration route stretched for miles and was decorated with lanterns, and
ornamental awnings. Temporary operatic stages were erected to perform congratulatory operas and the
opportunity was taken for awards to be made to worthy male and female elders. On the birthday itself a
ceremony of celebration was held at court, followed by a joyful banquet for the emperor and subjects.
The exhibition had six main themes- birthday traditions,
celebrations at the Qing palace, birthday gifts and tributes
(some penned by the hand of the emperor himself, ceramics
crafted in the imperial kilns), birthday ceremonies at Court,
birthday banquets and Birthday operatic performances.
Each theme was represented by some exquisite artefacts. A
painted panel depicting Emperor Qianlong (who reigned
1736-1795) celebrating the 80th birthday of Empress
Dowager Chongqing was notable for its colour and
wonderful detail, as well as the chance to see sections of a
very long scroll, which took years to complete, celebrating
the same event.
Our docent’s detailed knowledge of the themes’ exhibits
enhanced our understanding of the various exquisitely crafted artefacts on display. For many of our group,
the exhibition opened a window to the background and history of this period, the rituals and celebrations of
the long living members of this exalted family. At the end of the tour many of our group stayed on to take a
closer look at the detail of some of the exhibits—portraits, scrolls, ceramics, carvings, tableware reserved
for use only at these events and treasured musical instruments.
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Recent Activities
Hungry Ghost Festival (盂蘭節)
The Society hosted a lecture & visit on Tuesday, 12th September at Café 8 on the subject of The Hungry
Ghost Festival. Following the talk, the group went to Moreton Terrace, Causeway Bay to see the festival
taking place.

(Photo courtesy Helen Tinsley)

******

18

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong

2017

Recent Activities
When True Love Came To China
Written by Dr. Helen Tinsley
Lynn Pan’s book ‘When True Love Came to China’ was published by
HKU Press in 2015 and reviewed in our 2016 RAS Journal. As
mentioned on the back cover of her book, “most people assume that the
whole world knows what it is to love, and that romantic love is universal
and quintessentially human. Such supposition has to meet three
challenges- it has to justify the assumption that all cultures mean the
same thing by the word ’love’ regardless of language, it has to engage
with scholarly debate as to whether romantic love was invented in
Europe and as such is a Western concept, and it must also explain why
early 20th century Chinese writers claimed that they had never known
true love as understood in the West.
Using literary, historical,
philosophical, biographical references and comparative study, the book
shows how love’s profile in China shifted with the rejection of arranged
marriages and concubinage in favour of free choice, monogamy and
western ideas of romantic love”
In her well attended talk to RAS members and their guests, Lynn concisely and elegantly distilled the
underlying framework and ideas in meeting the above challenges for such a book. She started by highlighting
the three most frequently asked questions which she had to address from interested parties both during and
after writing the book –namely, when did true love come to China, from where did it come and what exactly
is ‘true love’? She described for us the importance of new thinking arising from the 1919 May 4th
Movement generation with its rejection of many traditional Confucian values, when 100% Chinese marriages
were arranged and official concubinage common. One-sided marital fidelity and conjugal devotion were not
framed in language of love. There was an increasingly strong wish for self- determination, including choice
of marriage partner and extramarital love partner. These ideas were illustrated with four love stories of the
time, all of those involved being heavily influenced by these new ideas. She showed us how some of the
western ideas of romantic love were promulgated through the influence of western literature and writings in
local Chinese journals and magazines. ‘Love is best’ became a frequently cited saying. Lynn also made
comparisons with famous love stories drawn from ancient Chinese history and literature.
In defining the meaning of love in China and the West, our speaker highlighted differences and the varying
importance of limerence (the passionate feeling of falling in love), close attachments and sexual desire. She
also introduced us to the Swedish feminist Ellen Key whose writings and ideas of new sexual morality, that
love was essential for marriage, the merger of ‘body’ and ‘spirit’ –all these ideas were widely publicized and
discussed by the May 4th generation. This was similar to ‘sex’ and ‘soul’ union for Japanese- such ideas
came to the Chinese by way of the Japanese, whose society has gone through a similar modernisation process
a generation earlier. Driven by these ideas, polygamy became illegal in China after 1935 and remarkably
by 1937, arranged marriages in China had fallen to 54%- a significant change over a period of less than 20
years. It took until 1971 for concubinage to be outlawed in Hong Kong.
With the advent of communist ideology in China, the socialist ideal of ‘free love’ was explored, but this was
soon overtaken by the Maoist concept that political ideals and sexual discipline were more important than
individual love. A wedding picture of the time promoted the idea of the couple as partners in revolution
rather than a marriage of love. ‘Love is best ‘was not heard again.
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The idea that sexual and emotional exclusivity is intrinsic to
love remains far less embedded in China society than in
Western culture. Nonetheless as China continues its rapid
development following a long period of socialism, important
changes to ideas about love, courtship and marriage also
continue to evolve.
Lynn ended her talk with a quotation from her book- “the
coming of true love to China is a story without a happy
ending, if by happy ending is meant love staying ‘sacred’ and
‘the best’ for good”.

(Photo courtesy: Helen Tinsley)

******
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Trip to Mui Wo
Written by Kim Chai
Resident in Mui Wo for 20+ years, Bob and Sally Bunker showed 28 RAS members and guests there’s
nothing like local knowledge when it comes to learning about a place. On a sunny Saturday, the Bunkers met
us at Mui Wo ferry pier and led us to lunch at a south Lantau institution - The Stoep, known for its South
African cuisine.
Over coffee, Sally, a botanical illustrator, gave a short talk on native flora drawn from her forthcoming book
“Portraits of Trees in Hong Kong and Southern China”. Common around Mui Wo: bat-pollinated bombax its red flowers devoured whole by local buffalo to get at their nectar; hibiscus whose fibrous bark was used
to make hemp rope for boats; incense trees (agarwood), stolen for their medicinal resin; fengshui woods that
comprise at least 30 species of native trees; acacias imported for reforestation but which have only a 40-year
lifespan and provide little shade.
Bob then related a potted history of Mui Wo 梅窩, so named not for its plum orchards but because the valley
was thought to look like a plum blossom. Mui Wo was so poor that it wasn’t shown on old Lantau maps until
the last Song emperor sought refuge there in the 13th century. During World War II the Japanese garrison in
Mui Wo shot or beheaded several villagers and many died of starvation; three Japanese officers were later
hanged for these war crimes. Post-war, villagers relied on fishing and pig farming - “nutrient-rich” streams
from the pig farms flowed to the sea through Silvermine Beach, which was later closed for a decade to wash
the muck out. With the Tsing Ma Bridge built, Mui Wo lost its role as gateway to Lantau, but increasing
numbers of expats are now moving there to rent village houses, and new public housing will expand the
population from 5,500 to 7,500 next year. Mui Wo resident Tom Yam outlined the challenges facing the
area, which will be transformed by the government’s plans to build the East Lantau Metropolis.
Fortified with bobotie, we set off on a 6km amble through several of the valley’s 30 villages, some pro-KMT,
others pro-CCP. In Chung Hau 涌口 Village (flying the double-ten KMT flag) we stopped at the rebuilt
Hung Shing Temple 洪聖廟 dedicated to a local prefect of the Song dynasty who was so learned in
meteorology that he could foretell typhoons. Along the canalised River Silver we saw the granite
watchtower-dominated compound of the Yuen 袁 family, who settled in Mui Wo in the 1920s and became
its wealthiest landowners. More evidence of Mui Wo’s piracy-plagued past was another watchtower built by
the Li 李 family in Luk Tei Tong 鹿地塘 (deer pond village, owing to the barking deer that drink there).
Nearby, a 60-year-old family-owned temple, Taoyuandong 桃园洞 (Paradise Cave), is being contested by
villagers who want to turn it into a columbarium. We also popped into a small ancestral hall with a genealogy
chart showing 15 generations of the Kam 甘 clan, whose members still live in the village.
A stroll northwards past vegetable plots took us to pro-KMT Pak Ngan Heung 白銀鄉 (White Silver Village),
near the now-defunct silver mine. Its inhabitants in 1570 built Hong Kong’s oldest Man Mo 文武 temple,
since rebuilt, its walls painted with scenes of patriotism and piety, such as one of the mother of Yuefei 岳飛,
a heroic general of the Southern Song, tattooing “faithfully serve your country” 盡忠報國 on his back. Next
to it was the 7-hectare villa of rice baron Yeung Rui Shan with a waterless swimming pool. Along the way
we met photogenic herds of Lantau’s feral cows and buffalo. Bob told us they’re not abandoned Trappist
Dairy livestock, as commonly believed, but draft animals - the cows were used to plough small upland padi
fields and the buffalo to plough the lowlands.
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From Wang Tong 橫塘 Village, scented with fields of ginger flowers, we skirted crowded Silvermine Bay
beach to end the outing at the Bunkers’ lovely house overlooking the bay. Sally laid on a splendid high tea
enjoyed by all, and Bob showed us his delightful, self-built model railway. President Mike Broom presented
the Bunkers with a recently issued “Rare and Precious Plants in Hong Kong” stamp set as a token of
appreciation for organising a wonderful day out.

(Photo courtesy Michael Broom)
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(Photo courtesy Michael Broom)
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Of General Interest
Obituaries
The President and Council record with profound regret the passing of the following members of the Royal
Asiatic Society Hong Kong.

In Memoriam
Miss J. M. Ingles
Passed away in Somerset, England
February 2017
R.I.P.

In Memoriam
Baron Emmanuel Guillanme
Passed away in Brussels, Belgium
29 August 2017
R.I.P.

In Memoriam
Edward de Renzi Brown
Passed away in Bangkok, Thailand
b. 1944 – d. 2017
R.I.P.

24

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong

2017
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Presentation to the Consul General of Ireland in Hong Kong
Fri, 6 Oct 2017

Mr. Peter Ryan, Consul General for Ireland in Hong Kong receives a copy of RASHK Vol. 57 Journal from
the President, Michael Broom. The occasion was the monthly breakfast held on Friday, 6 th October at the
Irish Consulate General.
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St John’s Cathedral Shop
Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for copies
of RAS journals Vols. 55 - 57 and the book ‘Hong Kong Going, Gone’ to be
sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support this
facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the
Bookshop. Their email address is: <bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk>

*****
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2018 Membership Renewal
Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1st January 2018. If you currently pay by cheque and would
prefer the convenience of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit
Authorisation form on <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>. Those of you who pay by Standing
Order are requested to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount.

Annual
Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional

HK$750

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family

HK$1,100

Hong Kong Resident – Student*

HK$50

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID.
Life
Life – Single

HK$10,500

Life – Joint

HK$15,400

Overseas
Overseas - Annual

HK$450

Overseas - Life

HK$6,300
******
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM
Journals
Vols. 1 – 51
Vols. 52 – 56

Price HK$
$50.00 each
$200.00 each

Books
Hong Kong Going and Gone
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street

$120.00
$300.00

P&P
within HK
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street
$55.00
Full set of Journals
$260.00
All other volumes (per volume)
$25.00
TOTAL

Qty
___
___

Order
_____
_____

___
___

_____
_____

Overseas (surface/registered)
$130.00
_____
price on request
_____
$65.00
_____
HK$ _________

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to RASHKB, GPO Box 3864,
Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange rates of US$1=HK$8 / GBP1=HK$11, but please also
add US$15/ GBO10.50 per cheque to cover bank charges incurred in clearing your cheque.

******
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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES
HONG KONG UNIVERSITY PRESS
Title
Ancestral Images
Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore
Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback)
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback)
Early China Coast Meteorology
East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After
(hardback)
East River Column (paperback)
East River Column (Chinese edition)
Escape from Hong Kong (hardback)
Escape from Hong Kong (paperback)
Forgotten Souls
For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors
Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office
Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback)
The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II
Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations
Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor
Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954
Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945
Scottish Mandarin
Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback)
Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback)
Southern District Officer Reports
Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback)
Books listed above can be ordered through the HKU Press website
http://www.hkupress.org (under “Book Series” then “Royal Asiatic Society Hong
Kong Studies Series”)

******
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HK$
260.00
260.00
260.00
190.00
120.00
220.00
190.00
140.00
110.00
220.00
150.00
320.00
195.00
220.00
130.00
240.00
210.00
190.00
190.00
190.00
220.00
190.00
150.00
210.00
150.00
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CITY UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG PRESS
Title
Forgotten Heroes: San On County and its Magistrates in the Late Ming and Early Qing
(paperback)
Strong to Save- Maritime Mission in Hong Kong from Whampoa Reach to the
Mariners' Club (paperback)

HK$
238.00
278.00

Books listed above can be ordered through the City U of HK Press website
http://cityupress.edu.hk/ (under “Book Series” then “Royal Asiatic Society Hong
Kong Studies Series”)

OTHERS
Title
Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin (Robert Hart) (paperback)
Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin (Robert Hart) (paperback) (Chinese edition)

HK$
168.00
128.00

Books listed above are available at branches of Joint Publishing, Commercial
Press and other major bookshops in Hong Kong
Policing Hong Kong: An Irish History – Irishmen in the Hong Kong Police Force
1864-1950
Book listed above can be ordered through Blacksmith Books website
http://www.blacksmithbooks.com/books/policing-hong-kong-irishhistory/?c=71d55cbdc605

******
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Contact Details
COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS
Position

Name

Phone

Fax

E-mail

President

Mr Michael Broom

2719 4974

2719 4958

president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

Vice-President

Dr Gillian Bickley

2259 3456

2688 0546

g.bickley@proversepublishing.com

Vice-President

Dr Helen Tinsley

9034 2241

fulttins@netvigator.com

Immediate Past
President

Mr Christopher Young

6388 5155

clbyoung@gmail.com

Past President

Mr Robert Nield

2540 0722

2335 5470

hiflyer@netvigator.com

Past President

Dr Patrick Hase

2658 6529

2658 5400

phhase@hku.hk

Hon. Secretary

Mr David McKellar

2843 2493

2103 5996

mckellar@graduate.hku.hk

Hon. Treasurer

Ms Connie Carmichael

2994 2488

Hon. Librarian

Ms Vivian So

2859 7011

Hon. Editor

Dr Stephen Davies

3917 5034

stephen.davies79@gmail.com

Hon. Activities
Coordinator

Dr Helen Tinsley

9034 2241

fulttins@netvigator.com

Hon. Archivist

Mrs Anna McCormick

9684 1066

Council Member

Ms Davina Lee

9196 5934

Council Member

Ms Moody Tang

2813 2322

Council Member

Mr Donald Gasper

2858 6601

d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

Council Member

Mr Robert Bunker

9037 6407

rbunker@netvigator.com

treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
2857 2048

2859 2115

vwyso@hku.hk

annamcc@hku.hk
dioramaprojects@gmail.com

2813 8033

website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT
Position

Name

Phone

E-mail

Administrator

Ms Ivy Ho

2234 5011

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

(Part-time)
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