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President’s Message 
 
Happy New Year everyone! I would like to wish all members and their families 

a very happy new year and best wishes for 2018. 

Your Society had a very full programme to round-off the year which included 

five talks, two local visits and one overseas visit. Attendances at these events 

were generally good and once again Café 8, on the top floor of the HK Maritime 

Museum was booked for an evening talk. The use of Café 8, which is a social 

enterprise run by the Nesbitt Foundation, started in 2017 and seems to have met 

with member’s approval in terms of its comfort and convenience. If you have 

not been to an event at this location do try one. Fine weather for most of the 

past two months made it ideal for outdoor activities and this was particularly so in December when a large 

group of members and guests attended Philip Cracknell’s fascinating talk on the Battle for Hong Kong, 1941. 

The focus of the presentation was the Wong Nei Chung Heritage Trail where fierce fighting took place. 

Several points along the trail afforded spectacular views of adjacent peaks and a panorama of the south side 

of Hong Kong Island. In November another group of members led by Rocky Dang and Peter Stuckey spent 

a week visiting Northern Vietnam. Joining the group for this visit was Colin and Jenny Day, who were 

visiting Hong Kong. I am grateful to Colin and Jenny for taking the time to prepare a very interesting review 

which you can read in this issue. 

The one exception to the good weather was Remembrance Sunday on 12 November, when heavy rain fell 

an hour before the ceremony. I think this was the first time I can remember it raining on this day, however it 

did not deter several members of the Society from attending the service. Fortunately, the rain stopped shortly 

before the ceremony. 

The programme for the new year starts on the 6th January with a visit to the Jao Tsung-I Academy, which 

we have not visited before. One place we have visited, but not for several years, is the Wan Jing Jai Temple. 

This visit has been made possible through the kind hospitality of RAS member Veronica Clibborn-Dyer. If 

the weather is clear this visit will afford some wonderful vistas over Starling Inlet towards Sha Tau Kok. I 

am delighted to see that once again we are arranging an event which is being made possible through a member 

of the Society. We also have some interesting talks scheduled, the first of which is ‘Strong to Save’ by 

Stephen Davies our Hon Editor. The talk will trace the history of the Maritime Mission from its early days 

in Whampoa to its present home in Hong Kong. Arrangements have been made to present this talk at the 

Maritime Mission which is in the Mariner’s Club, Middle Road, Tsim Sha Tsui. Those attending the talk 

may we wish to note there is an MTR exit (East TST Stn) next door to the Mariner’s Club. As many of you 

will know the Mariner’s Club is scheduled for redevelopment and will soon close. This is intended to be an 

opportunity for members who are interested to take a look first hand at the Club before it closes.  

Our Hon Treasurer, Connie Carmichael and Administrator, Ivy Ho have devoted a considerable amount of 

time to invoicing those members who do not pay by direct debit. I would like to ask all members, especially 

those who have not submitted a direct debit authorization to check that their 2018 subscriptions have been 

paid. The date of the 2018 AGM has now been fixed for Wednesday, 25 April 2018. Details of the meeting 

and the cocktail event following the AGM will be published later. I hope members will enjoy the events 

listed in this newsletter and encourage others to attend too.  
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President’s Message 
 

Once again, I wish you all a Happy New Year and I hope you will make the most of your RASHK 

membership. 

 

Michael Broom         

President  
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Future Activities 
 

LOCAL VISIT 

 

Visit to the Jao Tsung-I Academy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jao Tsung – I Academy is one of Hong Kong’s recently renovated Grade 3 historical buildings. The 

large site, with high, middle and low zones, is situated on the hillside of Lai Chi Kok and has over 100 years 

of rich history – a customs station in the Qing dynasty, then labourers’ quarters, a quarantine station, prison, 

infectious disease hospital and psychiatric rehabilitation centre – before revitalization began in 2009 under 

the ‘Revitalising Historic Buildings through Partnership Scheme’. In many ways its history reflects the 

historical and social changes of Hong Kong. The Academy has been open and operated since 2014 by the 

Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese Culture and is named in honour of Professor Jao Tsung – I 

for his contributions to Sinology and cultural sharing. The low zone houses a gallery and historical exhibition 

hall, the middle zone houses activity rooms/facilities including a restaurant, while the upper zone houses 89 

traditional style guest rooms. For more details please access website:  <www.jtia.hk> 

 

 

The Speaker 

We will have an English-speaking guide for our 1-hour tour which starts at 10.30 a.m., followed by a pre-

ordered lunch for 20 persons (Fish & chips/ Spaghetti & pesto/ Sweet & sour pork with rice - soup/ salad, 

coffee/ tea).  
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Programme 

Co-ordinator: Dr Helen Tinsley 

Guide:   English-speaking guide from the Jao Tsung-I Academy 

Date:   Sat, 6 Jan 2018 

Time: Guided Tour: 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. 

 Lunch: 11:30 a.m. – 12: 30 p.m. 

Venue: Jao Tsung-I Academy, 800 Castle Peak Road, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon 

Access: MTR Mei Foo station exit B, walk towards HKU SPACE until reaching the CLP 

Power Substation. Cross the footbridge and turn towards the Castle Peak Sitting 

Out area. Cross Castle Peak Road at the pedestrian crossing. (Please refer to 

location map below. For directions to the venue, please see this link: 

http://www.jtia.hk/en/about-us/contact-us/location-and-access/) 

Admission:  RAS Members $150; Non-Members / Guests $200 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place and pay at the door 

N.B.: Numbers are limited to 20, so please book early, and alert us of any special diet 

needs 

 

****** 
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Future Activities 
LECTURE 

 

Strong to Save: from Whampoa Reach to the Mariners’ Club – 
A History of Maritime Mission in the Pearl River Delta  

1822 to the Present 
 

Seafarers have always lived on society’s margins. The vast majority of 

people don’t go to sea, don’t want to and are not much interested in those 

who do – despite ninety percent of world trade being carried by sea. Until 

the end of the 18th century seafarers were little cared for by anyone, 

whether aboard their ships or ashore. But from the last decade of that 

century, if slowly, a growing missionary spirit in Britain and America 

brought seafarers into the fold. In 1822 that mission arrived in Whampoa, 

when the Rev Robert Morrison raised the newly created Bethel (or 

mission) flag on the American trader David Olyphant’s ship Pacific of 

Philadelphia.  

 

In this talk Stephen Davies will look at the long and fascinating story of 

the provision of welfare to seafarers in Whampoa and then Hong Kong. 

The talk will look at the perils of the early 19th century waterfront from 

which seafarers were thought to need saving. It will show the many 

premises in Sai Ying Pun, Central, Wanchai and Tsim Sha Tsui that have 

served seafarers’ welfare – heritage buildings that never got the chance to be saved. The story will include 

the many organizations involved in providing welfare, from the first mission of the American Seaman’s 

Friend Society in Whampoa in 1829 to today’s ecumenical mission, stopping on the way to look at how the 

otherwise neglected Asian and Chinese seafarers looked after themselves until, in the 1970s, they were 

finally welcomed into the fold. Throughout we shall watch the colonial Government living down to its 

reputation as the friend of the powerful rather than the powerless.  

Without the labour of the world’s seafaring outcasts, there would be no Hong Kong. The story of the 

provision of welfare for seafarers in our port is the story of how that port came to be and, accordingly, a very 

Hong Kong story. 

 

The Speaker 

Stephen Davies, a Briton with family connections to Hong Kong that go 

back to the mid-1920s, served in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines 

(1963-67), briefly designed atlases and taught sailing and 

mountaineering before falling off a cliff and having to be screwed back 

together (1967-68). After university in Wales and London (1968-74) he 

taught political theory at the University of Hong Kong (1974-89). From 

1990-2003 he and his partner sailed 50,000 miles visiting 27 countries 

in their 38’ sailing sloop; useful background for a maritime historian. He 

was appointed the first Museum Director of the Hong Kong Maritime 

Museum in 2005 finally leaving to return to academia in 2013. A published maritime historian, focused on  
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Asian Seas and the interactions between the western and traditional Asian maritime worlds, he works with 

the Department of Real Estate and Construction, of which he is an Honorary Professor, and is an Honorary 

Fellow of the University’s Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences at HKU and on 

heritage lighthouses in HK, Macau, Taiwan, China and SE Asia with a team at the City University of Hong 

Kong. He is also Hon. Editor of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong. His most recent books 

are Coasting Past: The last of South China coastal trading junks photographed by William Heering (Hong 

Kong Maritime Museum 2013) and East sails west: the voyage of the Keying, 1846-1855 (Hong Kong 

University Press 2014). ‘Strong to Save: Maritime mission in Hong Kong from Whampoa Reach to the 

Mariners’ Club’ was published by City University Press of Hong Kong in July 2017. He is now working on 

‘Transport to another world: the life and times of HMS Tamar 1863-2015’. He continues as a yachting 

journalist, active yachtsman and occasional TV presenter, and works with museums and heritage interests in 

China, Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong. 

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Dr Stephen Davies 

Date:   Fri, 12 Jan 2018 

Time: Reception opens 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm 

Venue:  The Mariners’ Club, 3/F, 11 Middle Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon 

Admission:  RAS Members $150; Non-Members/Guests $200 (incl. canapes & 1 drink each- 

please alert us if any special diet needs) 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place and pay at the door 

 

****** 
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Future Activities 
FILM SHOW 

 

The Wright Chronicle 

 

Alec Michael John Wright was born in Hong Kong in 1912, and was Director of Public Works between 1963 

and 1969.   He fought in the Battle of Hong Kong and was kept in the prisoner-of-war camps in Kowloon.  As 

a senior government architect, he was instrumental to the post-war public architecture which shaped Hong 

Kong’s unique cityscape and spatial experience.  

In 2015, Urban Diary's curator and storyteller Dr Chloe Lai visited Wright in his London residence.  A 59-

minute documentary, The Wright Chronicle, was made after extensive rounds of interview.  In the film, 

Wright shares his recollections on Hong Kong: the old days, the difficult times and its rise to prosperity… 

The film debuted in September 2016, on the eve of Wright’s 104 birthday, and has been well received.  A 

dozen community screenings have since been organised to full-house audience on numerous occasions. 

 

 

 

 



Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2018 
 

10 
 

Future Activities 
 

The Speaker 

A journalist by training, Dr Chloe Lai has long been covering issues pertaining to 

urban planning and development in English newspapers in Hong Kong.  Dr 

Lai obtained her PhD from the Department of Comparative Literature, The University 

of Hong Kong. Her thesis, ‘Journalism as part of the neoliberal urban redevelopment 

regime: the case of Hong Kong’, investigates the role of the press in Hong Kong’s 

urban redevelopment regime, and analyses the impact of neoliberal governmentality 

on journalism.  

Dr Lai currently runs a non-profit digital story museum named the Urban Diary.  The 

platform promotes sustainable living. Dr Lai’s work was turned into the bilingual 

publication titled URBAN DIARY: Sustainable Future Hong Kong Tales, which was 

named by academic groups such as the Hong Kong Urban Laboratory, and media outlets such as Stand News, 

as one of the top 10 books in Urban Studies for 2015. The Urban Diary, which Dr Lai curates, documents 

the mundane tales of everyday Hong Kong people with words, photos, sound and moving images, and 

records how different people in Hong Kong contribute in building a more sustainable city in various aspects. 

She also explores the significance of story-telling and tales of everyday life in understanding and improving 

contemporary urban living, and how the everyday life is a form of cultural right in postcolonial Hong Kong. 

Among the stories that Dr Lai has collected, a number of them are related to the tangible and intangible 

cultural heritage in Hong Kong. 

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Dr Chloe Lai 

Date:   Wed, 24 Jan 2018 

Time: Reception opens 6:15 pm, introduction and film-show starts at 6.45 pm 

Venue:  Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission:   RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place and pay at the door 

 

****** 
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Future Activities 
LOCAL VISIT 

 

Visit to the Wan Jing Jai Temple – The Temple of Peace & Tranquillity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, 3 February 2018 Veronica-Clibborn Dyer has generously invited RAS members to visit her 

beautiful garden and adjacent buildings with Kwun Yam and Shing Wong Temples and a small museum of 

local field and lifestyle artifacts including deity ceramics. Take this rare opportunity to visit and hear more 

of the intriguing story, view the gardens, and enjoy a curry buffet lunch catered by Shaffi’s restaurant served 

on the spacious outdoor patio (weather permitting of course). 

In 1996, Veronica Clibborn-Dyer and her late husband Ron, formerly a HK policeman, discovered a run-

down property in the hills above Nam Chung in HK’s far north-east, overlooking Starling Inlet.  Some good 

detective work and the lucky find of a scrap of paper with a UK phone number on it enabled them to finally 

identify the owner and background of the building and eventually an arrangement was established whereby 

they became live-in caretakers of the property.  This involved years of hard labour by Ron and Veronica, 

clearing out a lot of old rubbish, since the place had been a refuge for women, mostly retired amahs who had 

nowhere else to go once their working lives were over.  As well as cleaning up the property to make a home 

and conserve the place, Veronica and Ron created the most wonderful garden in the terraced grounds.  With 

its beauty and charm, plus its position amid some of HK’s most stunning scenery, their Temple of Peace and 

Tranquility is truly a special and unique place.   

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Ms Veronica Clibborn-Dyer 

Date:   Sat, 3 Feb 2018 

Time:   12:00 noon – 4:00 p.m. 

Venue:  Wan Jing Jai Temple and garden  

Transport:  TBC - details to be provided once you have signed up 

Admission:  RAS Members $200; Non-Members / Guests $250  

(incl. lunch, beer or soft drinks, tea & coffee-please alert us if any special diet  

needs) 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place and pay at the door 

 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk


Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2018 
 

12 
 

Future Activities 
LECTURE 

 
Sporting Men & Women:  

Chinese Athletes in the Late Ching & Republican Eras 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletes are often at the forefront of societal change and it was no different in the late Ching and Republican 

eras. Drawing on items from these eras in his collection,  Roy Delbyck will discuss how athletes and athletics 

generally embodied modernity and other social  change, whether in a photo of Chung Mun Yew (a Chinese 

Educational Mission student) at the helm of the 1880 Yale Rowing Team or in a program of the 1936 soccer 

friendly,  post-Berlin Olympics, played at Crystal Palace’s grounds in London between the UK and China 

teams  (China's team had a number of Hong Kong players) or in a WWI era scrapbook of Wing Lok Wei, 

the greatest tennis player in Hong Kong history when Wimbledon success is taken into account.  And items 

featuring “ordinary” Chinese athletes participating in baseball, wrestling, fencing and other sports, in China 

and abroad, will also be featured.  

 

The Speaker  

Roy is a long-time Hong Kong resident, who when not madly collecting 

memorabilia related to China, practices law with his own firm.  Roy spoke 

to the RAS about his collection in late 2015, and in 2016 was kind enough 

to host several groups of RAS members at his office for an in-depth look 

at his collection.    

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Mr Roy Ian Delbyck 

Date:   Fri, 9 Feb 2018 

Time: Reception opens 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm 

Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission:  RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place and pay at the door 

 

****** 
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Future Activities 
 

LOCAL VISIT 

 

Visit to the Swire Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hong Kong Office on the Praya, No. 1 Connaught Road in 1900s 

 
(Photo courtesy: John Swire & Sons (HK) Ltd.) 

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Mr Matthew Edmondson, Archivist - HK Archive Service 

Date:   Sat a.m., 3 Mar 2018 

Time: TBC 

Venue: HK Archive Service, John Swire & Sons (H.K.) Limited, 9B Cheung Wah 

Industrial Building, 10-12 Shipyard Lane, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong 

Admission:  RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place and pay at the door 

 

****** 
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LECTURE 

 

               International Women’s Day – The Kingdom of Women 
  
To celebrate the International Women’s Day, we have arranged this talk for you. 

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Ms Waihong Choo 

Date:   Thu, 8 Mar 2017 

Time: Reception opens 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm 

Venue: Café 8, Roof Level, Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Central Ferry Pier No. 8, 

Central 

Admission:   RAS Members $150; Non-Members / Guests $200 

                          Welcome drinks/ light meal/ snacks at Café 8 are included  

                          (please let us know on booking of any special diet needs) 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place and pay at the door 

 

****** 
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Classic Furniture – Cross Cultural Influences in East & West 
 

Written by Dr Helen Tinsley 

 
Dr Florian Knothe is Director at HKU’s University Museum and Art Gallery.  He studies and teaches the 

history of decorative arts in the 17th and 18th centuries. He is interested in the early modern fascination with 

Chinoiserie in Europe and the impact of European artists in China. 

His lecture on the 27th October 2017 represented a sample of the research published in his 2016 book ‘Classic 

Furniture: Craftsmanship, Trade Organisations and Cross Cultural Influences in East and West’. This is the 

first in a new series published by the university Museum linked to recent and coming exhibitions of furniture, 

tapestry and ceramics which highlight the reception of Chinese art in the West and the fanciful creation of 

‘chinoiserie’ (an entirely European -styled) in 18th century France, England and Germany.  

In his introduction he traced his own journey from German scholar interested in art conservation to cabinet 

maker in France, then an interest in art history, workshop culture and artist communities to East Asian art 

while based in New York and now cross-cultural influences.  Beautiful examples of Chinese furniture of this 

period can be viewed in Hong Kong at exhibitions from private collections and museums. 

European art collectors and connoisseurs in the 18th century certainly knew about Chinese architecture and 

furniture from imported paintings of domestic scenes and scholars’ gardens. Few objects were actually 

imported at the time but furniture types, exotic screens, tables, chairs and stools as well as decorative objects 

such as brush pots were recorded in Chinese and export paintings. Sometimes European travelers in the East 

would record in drawings their observations of very different oriental lifestyle, furniture and fashions. 

Similarly -- drawings of` western types of buildings and furniture with domestic objects and interiors 

depicted using western style linear perspectives were fascinating to Eastern eyes. 

Dr Knothe showed us pictures of widely admired 18th century European furniture designed and created by 

artists such as Chippendale, Sheridan, Hepplewhite to illustrate Chinese influence on furniture design of the 

day, which was taken up by aristocracy but often modified to align with local culture, available 

craftsmanship, wood and functional use.  Design and pattern books were also used as a marketing tools.  

Such fashions often filtered down to the design and creation of furniture by local craftsmen and carpenters 

in local country estates, examples of which can still be seen today.  Chinese inspired architecture such as 

Chambers’ pagoda in London Kew Gardens also influenced architectural and interior designs which in turn 

impacted on furniture makers although decorative images important in Chinese work such as dragons, bats, 

phoenix were modified to depict more local fauna. Lacquer work was widely admired and copied but the 

techniques not well understood. 

Dr Knothe’s lecture concluded with several questions from the audience on how knowledge and skills of 

furniture design and creation were actively transferred from east to west and vice versa, when neither actual 

artefacts or the specialist woods used were exported from east to west. Further studies and exhibitions in this 

series on west- east artistic cultural influences are awaited with interest. 
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Policing Hong Kong – an Irish History 
 

Written by Dr Helen Tinsley 

 
 

Café 8, situated above the Hong Kong Maritime Museum, 

was a congenial setting for RAS members and guests who 

came on 9 November 2017 to listen to Patricia O’Sullivan 

introduce us to her recently published book on the history of 

Irish Policing in Hong Kong which is itself embedded in the 

overall history of the police force in Hong Kong. 

Patricia first became interested in this subject when she came 

to Hong Kong to research the history of her great uncle 

Mortimer O’Sullivan from Newmarket, Co Cork in Ireland. 

He was a police inspector here and died along with 4 others 

in what is known as the Wanchai Gresson Street Affray of 1918. Since then she has researched the lives and 

families of more than a dozen Newmarketeers who came to Hong Kong to join the police force.  

Focusing on three major incidents involving police, Patricia highlighted the stories of some of these Irishmen 

and the criminals they dealt with.  She gave us a glimpse into working class lives of the time, how these 

events developed and showed us how the community’s response shaped overall development of the Hong 

Kong police force.   

The first incident in 1912 involved the police based in the Cheung Chau station and a gang of pirates which 

resulted in the death of 3 constables. This station had only a small team working long shifts, dealing with 

relatively low level duties and incidents in non-purpose built, poorly equipped facilities.  Married staff had 

permission to live off site. A well-armed pirate crew attacked the staff on duty (with loss of 3 Indian 

constables ), robbed the police station and other village stores before escaping to Macau in their junk and the 

stolen police launch, where they were later pursued by forces sent by Governor May. A new fortress like 

Cheung Chau police station was subsequently built. 

The second incident in 1918 involved Wanchai police station staff and again resulted in significant loss of 

life (five policemen, including Patricia’s great uncle) following a gun battle in and around an apartment in 

Gresson Street. Patricia painted a very vivid picture of the events. Governor May himself was actively 

involved in controlling the situation with support from the reserve police force and British military. There 

was a huge outpouring of support when about half of Hong Kong’s population attended the large funeral 

procession of the two European officers. These events triggered a thorough review of the facilities, 

equipment, employment and training for all sections of the Hong Kong police. The importance of larger 

police numbers with career development, intelligence, role of the reserve police were all recognized and a 

police school set up in 1920. 
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The third incident in 1923 took place on Canton Road. The improved management of a burglary which 

involved guns, by a team of better trained police based in the new Yaumatei Police Station illustrated the 

impact of these developments. One policeman died later of his wounds but the incident also resulted in the 

award of several medals for bravery. 

Full details of two of these incidents are available in Patricia’s book ‘Policing in Hong Kong – An Irish 

History’ published by Blacksmith Books. The histories are also well recorded in our local Hong Kong Police 

Museum for those who are interested. 

****** 
 

Generation Hong Kong – Seeking Identity in China’s Shadow 
 

 

Written by Dr Helen Tinsley 
  

Ben Bland is the South China correspondent for the Financial Times 

Newspaper. He is the author of ‘Generation Hong Kong’ a book recently 

published by Penguin Specials, one of a series of short publications about 

Hong Kong. In his book he explores the culture and perceptions of a young 

generation, from many different backgrounds, who have grown up in post-

handover Hong Kong and see themselves primarily as Hong Kongers, an 

identity both reinforced and threatened by the rapid expansion of influence 

from Beijing and the Mainland. 

In his lecture to RAS members and their guests, Ben reviewed some of the key 

points he made in his book in which he recounted a wide range of interviews 

with different sectors of Hong Kong’s younger generation, with very different 

opinions. Some were calling for independence, others hoping for maintenance of the ‘status quo’, many 

asking and hoping for more localization and democratic development. He reviewed the recent events leading 

up to the ‘Occupy Central’ movement in 2014, the emergence of a group of very young activists, and their 

subsequent development into a political party which has attracted world-wide attention and whose activities 

have resulted in jail sentences for some.  This younger generation of Hong Kongers is now politicised and 

overall community opinion polarized. As pressure from the Mainland has intensified to restrain such activity, 

calling for more education on what it is to be Chinese and respect Beijing’s authority, so has the push back 

---opening up calls to define a Hong Kong identity within a framework of ’one country two systems’. 

Since July there is a new administration in Hong Kong and an increasingly powerful central government, 

whose president was very clear during his July visit to spell out ‘a red line ‘of challenge to sovereignty which 

should not be crossed.  Our speaker felt that perhaps we were in the early days of a debate which appears 

unequal at the moment, but certainly of international interest and attention. 

There were many questions and comments from our audience, many of whom were long time Hong Kong 

residents, but also from a member of the audience who shared views from a mainlander’s perspective. 

 

****** 
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Trip to North Vietnam 
 

Written by Colin & Jenny Day 

 

Arriving in Hanoi, the RAS visit to northern Vietnam started 

with a coach ride south-east to Ninh Binh where the group of 22 

settled into the very comfortable Emeralda Resort. We later 

walked 600m or so down to the waterway that runs beside and 

between the karst mountains of the Van Long Nature Reserve. 

With two of us on each small punt, rowed by a local lady, we 

headed into the depths of the mountains. The way through the 

water hyacinth clumps was energetically cleared for the rest of 

us by Bob and Sally Bunker.  Soon Peter Stuckey was able to 

spot some Delacours Langurs: very rare, highly endangered 

primates who live only in these mountains.  About seven, including two babies, were seen. 

 

The next morning, we bused to another site, Tam Coc, again in amongst the karst mountains, to see rock 

temples at Bich Dong and to take another boat ride.  In both places, the rowers faced forward, but while in 

the Van Long Reserve they used their arms, in Tam Coc they skillfully drove the oars with their feet. That 

afternoon we drove further to see the amazing Phat Diem Cathedral, a huge complex created by a 

nineteenth century Vietnamese priest. Externally it is very much in the Vietnamese style, but inside it is a 

lovely but austere wood-pillared and roofed space, dark in the nave and aisles but splendidly bright and 

decorated at the east end. 

 

After that it was back to the road: a coach took the group into the hubbub of 

Hanoi traffic and delivered us to the Sens Restaurant, right by the Opera 

House, for a magnificent and hugely varied buffet dinner. Stepping down a 

little from such luxury, after the meal we went to Hanoi station and boarded 

the Fansipan Express to sleep (?) our way to Lao Cai on the Chinese border. 

At Lao Cai, after a competitive breakfast - we shared the buffet with a 

French group - we climbed into three small buses to drive east to the Bac 

Ha market, held every Sunday morning. It was on this drive that the 

occupants of our bus were able to get to know our local guide, Ms. San May, 

who on that ride told us much about life among the Red Dzao, of which she 

is one.  She was so interesting and charming that we were much aggrieved 

when later she moved to another bus to give others of our group the benefit 

of her stories. 

Bac Ha is a large market with many unfamiliar vegetables, roots and fungi for medicinal purposes, hardware 

items, and craft items oriented to tourists. There were animals for sale, pigs and hens and a section with 

amazingly placid water buffalo. However, it was not the merchandise but the merchants that fascinated - they 

were nearly all tribal ladies in their costumes, which are still worn for day-to-day activities and not just for 

special events. 
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After the market we visited a small village and went into a Black H’Mong ethnic group village house. Lunch 

was served nearby in the courtyard of another family home.  After that it was the long drive back from Bac 

Ha to Lao Cai and on up the hill to Sapa past terraced paddy fields.  We took a break at Lao Cai and watched 

men and women importing goods from China on immensely laden bicycles and motorbikes. 

The climb up to Sapa took us through dramatic and beautiful 

scenery but it also took us, as the road neared the 1600m mark, 

into thick cloud.  Very limited visibility was to be the ruling 

condition for the second half of the visit, which used Sapa as a 

base.  Here we must recognize Rocky Dang's and Peter 

Stuckey's huge efforts to keep the visit going despite this 

handicap.  One should not underestimate the hard work, skill 

and planning that go into any trip. But with perverse weather 

and activities that had to be re-arranged, indeed created, on the 

fly, we all developed admiration and gratitude for Rocky and 

Peter's efforts to somehow keep the train on the tracks. 

It should also be said that without exception the participants cheerfully accepted the need to change and to 

eliminate plans.  The whole experience perhaps made clear that going on an RAS trip is as much to enjoy 

the company of one's fellow travellers as it is to see the sights. As we drove along the fog-bound roads of 

north Vietnam, hugely enjoyable and quite out-of-place conversations on such subjects as the flammability 

of British seaside piers flourished. 

What did we do in the fog? We ate, excellent dinners, of 

course. We took a longish ride to an ecological resort 

during which the fog cleared for a time and provided good 

views of the terracing in the valleys below. This trip was 

notable as we lost Russ Harding for a time. He had walked 

ahead as he is wont to do but had taken a wrong turning 

(on the advice of locals who said all the tourists go that 

way...).  Alex Truong, our local and ever-goodnatured 

travel agent nobly hitched a mororcyle ride off into the 

mist and found Russ. On another morning some of us 

visited the Sapa church, the only remaining building from 

the French period.  This was an exciting walk as the church was only visible from about 20 yards. 

The last event before the group went back down the hill and took the overnight train back to Hanoi, was to 

visit the village home of San May.  It was a challenging ride on muddy roads, but well worth it for the 

friendly greeting from the village people, a magnificent lunch, and then the undoubted high point when San 

May brought out her elaborate wedding finery, which she had made and embroidered herself (a year's work). 

She then dressed Penny Harding in the whole costume. 
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Arriving back in Hanoi at 5:30 am after another overnight train journey there seemed to be only one wise 

course of action – to wash and brush up in the Metropole Sofitel Hotel and to enjoy their buffet breakfast in 

their Greenery, set aside for our group. Duly refreshed and replete we set out to the Museum of Ethnography 

to see their fine displays about the ethnic tribes of Vietnam, their costumes and customs, and to visit the 

outdoor constructions of village houses. Returning to the Old Quarter of Hanoi we explored its crowded 

streets and visited an ancestral hall with a Heritage Centre displaying the several preservation projects in the 

Old Quarter, and then went on to the nearby Bach Ma (White Horse) Temple. After a lunch of chicken 

noodles from a street vendor we had a little free time to stroll around the Hoan Kiem Lake, the physical heart 

and spiritual soul of Hanoi. All too soon it was time for most of us to depart Hanoi and to take the evening 

flight back to Hong Kong -  though some wise members of the group had arranged to extend their stay to 

enjoy further adventures in Vietnam. 

****** 
 

The Lisbon Maru Incident 
 

Written by Verner Bickley 

 

 

 

On 24 November 2017, Brian Finch spoke to the Society at the Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road. 

Brian was visiting from Devon in the UK, and we are grateful that he took the time to be with us, along with 

his wife, Gillian. 

 

We particularly welcomed in the audience also, Dr Tony Banham, who has spoken to the Society previously 

on his own seminal work on the Lisbon Maru Incident, the main subject of Brian’s talk. Those familiar with 

Tony’s work will remember that the incident in question took place during the Second World War. An 

American submarine, the SS Grouper, torpedoed the Japanese ship, the Lisbon Maru, which, though carrying 

Prisoners of War from Hong Kong, bore no sign to indicate that POWs were on board. 

 

Brian’s work is different from Tony’s because it is a translation from Chinese, a language in which Brian 

has become fluent. (Brian is justifiably proud of the fact that, on the phone, he is often mistaken for a native 

Chinese.) 
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Brian first became interested in the Lisbon Maru Incident when he was commissioned into The Middlesex 

Regiment in 1960 and served with one of the Lisbon Maru survivors. 
 

Brian previously spent many years in Hong Kong (quite a few of his friends were in the audience to support 

him). But it was fairly recently that he learned of the role played by the courageous fishermen of Zhoushan 

who risked their lives to save hundreds of British prisoners of war from the Lisbon Maru after it was 

torpedoed. 

 

The Lisbon Maru Association of Hong Kong was established following efforts made by the late Mr Nelson 

Mar, when Secretary of the Second World War Veterans Association. Brian now works voluntarily with this 

Association to keep alive the memory of the tragedy, and of the heroism of the Zhoushan fishermen, who 

put out to sea in rowing boats to rescue the many men in the water and then hid three, whom they deemed 

the most important, from the Japanese soldiers, facilitating the journey of the three across more than 1,000 

miles of China to reach Chongqing, from where they could tell the world what had happened. 
 

Brian’s passion for this subject motivated him to translate – over a period of about five years – the book in 

Chinese that the Lisbon Maru Association of Hong Kong produced. Brian’s translation of “A Faithful Record 

of the Lisbon Maru Incident” was published on 16 November this year in the Royal Asiatic Society Hong 

Kong Study Series. 

 

Introducing the speaker, Dr Gillian Bickley, A Vice-President of the Society, commented that the talk was 

taking place only a few weeks after the 75th anniversary of the event itself, which happened on 2 October 

1942. 

 

In his talk, Brian gave details of the Lisbon Maru Incident, as seen through the eyes of the Chinese fishermen. 

He mentioned the visit to Zhoushan in 2005 of one of the survivors of the sinking and his emotional reunion 

with those who saved him, along with some Hong Kong school-children, taken along to learn history at first 

hand. 
 

Brian also described a visit to Hong Kong, also in 2005, of the last few remaining fishermen who had taken 

part in the rescue. 
 

The talk was well illustrated and included a video clip from the Banquet in Buckingham Palace, when Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth entertained President Xi Jinping during his State Visit to Britain in 2015. In his 

speech at the banquet, President Xi referred to the rescue of hundreds of British POWs by the humble 

fishermen as an example of people to people co-operation during war. 
 

Brian concluded his talk with the comment that this was an important chapter in Hong Kong’s wartime 

history and that the courage of the fishermen should never be forgotten. He also described the activities that 

take place annually, and particularly in this the 75th anniversary year, to work towards the goal of memory. 

The talk sparked considerable interest and there were many comments from the audience, adding their 

memories and related points of view. In private conversation following the talk, some showed how pleased 

they were that the humane courage of “ordinary” people in wartime was being recognised. 
 

Brian Finch’s translation, “A Faithful Record of the Lisbon Maru Incident” is available directly from the 

publisher, Proverse Hong Kong, as well as worldwide through amazon.com and amazon.co.uk. A book order 

form is available at the website, <http://www.proversepublishing.com>. RASHK members wishing the book 

to be sent to them at a Hong Kong address may receive it post-free while stocks last if they state on the order 

form that they are RAS members and give their membership number. 
 

Following the talk, Brian and Gillian Finch joined members of the Society for dinner at the Helena May 

 
****** 
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North Korea’s Public Face: 20th Century Propaganda Posters from  
The Zellweger Collection 

 

Written by Dr Helen Tinsley 
 

This was a local visit to HKU’s University Museum and Art Gallery, 

Bonham Road, Pokfulam on Saturday a.m., 2nd December 2017. 

 

Over a dozen RAS members and guests were privileged to have the 

collection’s owner, Kathi Zellweger introduce and take us around this 

exhibition which was hosted by HKU’s University Museum and Art 

Gallery, and supported by the local North Korean and Swiss Consulates, 

a couple of days after its very successful official opening. In fact the 

posters on display were only a portion of Kathi’s overall collection 

accumulated over many years of visits as a senior donation project 

manager and as a Swiss consular official, resident there for 5 years.  She 

has talked to RAS members in the past about her work there. She has 

also recently set up a Hong Kong based NGO, Koraid, to support 

development of some target projects in DPRK, mostly serving 

disadvantaged groups – such as rehabilitation, special needs children 

and those needing cataract surgery. 

 

For most people outside DPRK, it may come as a revelation that art is available in North Korea or that it is 

a well-developed feature of national culture. Since the state guides artistic production, all artists are members 

of the Korean Artists Federation and are required to produce a certain number of works each month.  Poster 

propaganda art first came to prominence during and after the 1950-53 Korean War and remain widely 

displayed. The artists designated to produce propaganda art have the important role of keeping the population 

informed of the concerns of the country’s leadership and their work is prominently on show in the capital 

and countryside. The slogans used are often taken from their leaders’ statements and newspaper editorials 

and the posters portray a wide variety of topics ranging from the reinforcement of party politics to messages 

in support of a variety of campaigns involving culture, public health, education and sport. 

 

The posters chosen for this exhibition show the less militaristic side of the 

DPRK’s public face -- in contrast to that currently exhibited to the outside 

world. These posters, using bright colours and strong images, primarily 

focus on agricultural development and food production – not surprising 

given the earlier history of food security issues.  In a way, posters serve 

as historical records and reflect how North Korea views both itself and 

the broader world. Images of daily activities are aligned with political 

beliefs, such as rice farming with the cultivation of socialism.  

 

In fact his exhibition opens a window into the practical agricultural, 

industrial and social developments in North Korea. Many of those 

attending had questions for Kathi to answer at the end of our tour and 

came away with an enhanced understanding of a country which few visit 

and about which little is still known. 
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****** 

 
Guided WW2 Battle Site Walk Around Wong Nei Chung Gap 

 

Written by Dr Helen Tinsley 

 

Saturday, 9th December 2017 was a beautiful day for a walk, cool with sunshine 

and a light breeze.  Originally planned for about 20 participants, in the end about 

30 RAS members, their guests and a dog took part, with a wide range of age and 

fitness levels, but we all benefitted greatly from Philips’s expert knowledge of 

the area and its battleground history. In 1941 the battle for Hong Kong, with 

Japanese invading from the north, took place in the days of December, leading 

up to surrender on Christmas Day. 

 

The fierce fighting around Stanley Gap, Jardine’s Lookout and Wong Nei Chung 

Gap was a critical battle and took place on Friday 19th December 1941, the day 

after Japanese landings on Hong Kong Island. At each stage of the walk our guide 

provided context within the overall battle for Hong Kong, explaining important 

features of the hillside vistas seen and what happened at each location.  We were 

also fortunate to see some of Philip’s treasured military memorabilia from 

various surrounding hillside sites which he has located with the help of a metal 

detector. Each piece added a little more to our overall knowledge and 

understanding of the battle. 

 

We started our walk with a visit to a howitzer battery on the hillside above Tai Tam Reservoir Road.  The 

battery building and nearby latrine were well preserved and going inside helped our understanding of fighting 

conditions at the time.  We visited the remains of the mess area at Stanley  
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Gap, where prisoners captured during the fighting 

including the wounded, were held in a terribly crowded and 

inhumane place before those who survived were marched 

off as prisoners of war.  Some ended up being shipped to 

Japan aboard the Lisbon Maru in 1942 – the story of which 

we heard from Brian Finch at his recent RAS lecture on 24 

November 2017. We saw the Stores shelter where 

surrendered prisoners were beaten and killed, before 

moving on to the remains of another battery and two pill 

boxes on the western slopes of Jardine’s Lookout. 

 

We then descended the hillside to Wong Nei Chung Gap 

where we saw the remains of the West Brigade’s HQ and 

Brigadier Lawson’s bunker. The story of the men who fought there made somber listening. This site is now 

tucked behind a local gas station. Our final stop, for those who were fit and willing, was to scramble up and 

then down a water drainage channel at Black’s Link in order to reach and enter a well-preserved pillbox.  

 

In retrospect we know that the British government of the day considered Hong Kong indefensible but ordered 

the available armed forces based here to defend it anyway. Our walk around these battlefield locations and 

hearing the stories of some of those who fought and died here 76 years ago brought history vividly and 

poignantly to life.  
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Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir and its 100th Anniversary:   
The Dam and the People 

  

Written by Dr Helen Tinsley 
 

This year is the 100th anniversary of the completion of Tai Tam Tuk 

Reservoir, which was the last and largest of the four impounding 

reservoirs of the Tai Tam Waterworks Scheme built between 1883 and 

1918 in a beautiful and scenic part of south east Hong Kong Island.  The 

dam was completed in October 1917 and opened officially in February 

1918. 
 

Dr Poon has been researching its history. In fact two locations for the dam 

were explored over several years using a series of wells which were sunk 

to identify the level of bedrock and hence the best site for its construction. 

Remnants of these wells can still be identified. Funding approval also 

took some time, but construction using concrete faced with locally 

quarried granite from To Tei Wan, Shek O and Stanley began in 1912. 

The executive engineer was Government Engineer Daniel Jaffe, the 

contractor was Sam Lee -with a workforce of about 400 workers and at a 

cost of $2.5 million.  Remains of the pier used to unload the granite 

coming in by boat from To Tei Wan, the site office, the overseer’s office, 

the workers’ cottages are still evident and artefacts used by the workers there can still be found- such as 

opium pots, ceramics and even an intact glass water bottle. 

 

Creating the dam meant the submersion of Tia Tam Tuk 

village with a history going back to the 18th century.  At the 

time of the dam’s building this village housed > 70 people 

of Hakka origin in two rows of houses with a temple, a 

school, paddy fields and a bridge over the local stream.  It 

can be seen in a local painting of 1850. James Hayes in his 

writings recorded an interview with an old lady former 

resident, who described the former surroundings and 

buildings in some detail.  The villagers were compensated 

quite generously for their loss and in 1914 relocated at 

government expense to Chai Wan.  

 

 

In an effort to locate evidence of the submerged buildings 

whose exact location was not known, a recent diving 

expedition explored the submerged area and managed to 

find a well preserved truncated tree, evidence of a retaining 

wall and a timber block – it is hoped that another diving 

expedition can be arranged now that the village’s likely 

location is more clearly understood. 
 

The dam remains as a testament to the internal expertise and 

quality of the workmanship of the government men who 

planned and built it 100 years ago.  Its integrity is checked 

and certified by external experts every two years. Engineer 

Jaffe’s name is commemorated by a street name in 

Wanchai. 
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Obituaries 
 

The President and Council record with profound regret the passing of the following member of the Royal 

Asiatic Society Hong Kong. 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

 

Mrs. Ophelia Cheung MacPherson 

Passed away in Hong Kong  

 

25 Nov 2017 

 

R.I.P. 

 

 

****** 
 
 

Remembrance Sunday 2017 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L – R: Mr David McKellar, Mr Michael Broom and Dr Peter Cunich at the Cenotaph. 

 

The annual Remembrance Sunday ceremony took place in Central on Sunday, 12 November 2017. Several 

members of the Society were in attendance and participated in the service. As in previous year, a wreath was 

laid by the President on behalf of the Society. 

 

****** 
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St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for copies 

of RASHK journals Vols. 55 - 57 and the book ‘Hong Kong Going, Gone’ to 

be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support this 

facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 

Bookshop. Their email address is: <bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk> 

 

***** 

 
2018 Membership Renewal 

 

Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1st January 2018. If you currently pay by cheque and would 

prefer the convenience of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit 

Authorisation form on <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>. Those of you who pay by Standing 

Order are requested to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 

 

Annual 

Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$750 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,100 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 

Life – Single HK$10,500 

Life – Joint HK$15,400 

Overseas 

Overseas - Annual HK$450 

Overseas - Life HK$6,300 

 

 
****** 

 
 
 
 

mailto:bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
 

Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 

Vols. 1 – 52 $50.00 each ___ _____ 

Vols. 53 – 57 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 

Books 

Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 

A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 

 

P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 

A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 

Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 

All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       

           TOTAL      HK$ _________  

 

 

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, 

Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange rates of US$1=HK$8 / GBP1=HK$11, but please also 

add US$15/ GBO10.50 per cheque to cover bank charges incurred in clearing your cheque. 

 

 

****** 
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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 

 

 Title HK$ 

Ancestral Images 260.00 

Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore 260.00 

Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China 260.00 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) 190.00 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) 120.00 

Early China Coast Meteorology 220.00 

East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After 

(hardback) 

190.00 

East River Column (paperback) 140.00 

East River Column (Chinese edition) 110.00 

Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) 220.00 

Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) 150.00 

Forgotten Souls 320.00 

For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors 195.00 

Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office 220.00 

Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) 130.00 

The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II 240.00 

Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations 210.00 

Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor 190.00 

Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 190.00 

Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 190.00 

Scottish Mandarin 220.00 

Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) 190.00 

Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) 150.00  

Southern District Officer Reports 210.00 

Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) 150.00 

Forgotten Heroes: San On County and its Magistrates in the Late Ming and Early 

Qing (paperback) 

238.00 

Strong to Save- Maritime Mission in Hong Kong from Whampoa Reach to the 

Mariners' Club (paperback) 

278.00 

Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin (Robert Hart) (paperback) 168.00 

Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin (Robert Hart) (paperback) (Chinese edition) 128.00 

Policing Hong Kong: An Irish History – Irishmen in the Hong Kong Police Force 

1864-1950 

147.86 

A Faithful Record of the Lisbon Maru Incident  

Full details of every title in the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Study Series are 

available on the RASHK website (see publications). 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 stgeorge_hk@yahoo.co.uk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    connie.carmichael@gmail.com 

Hon. Librarian Ms Vivian So 2859 7011   2857 2048  vwyso@hku.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 

Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Hon. Archivist Mrs Anna McCormick   9684 1066 2859 2115 annamcc@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  moodyatrashk@gmail.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  

 

Council Member Mr Robert Bunker 9037 6407  rbunker@netvigator.com 

 

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name Phone  E-mail  

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Ms Ivy Ho 2234 5011  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  

 
****** 
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